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Way Point 7

How Can You Still Praise God?
Story of the Suffering of Job

One of the earliest stories of man’s struggles with life as they live out
their faith in the Creator is where we stop for our next Way Point. The story
IS one that is very familiar to both believers as well as many non believers.
We have sayings in our culture related to it like, “the patience of Job” and
the “suffering of Job.”

So who was this man and what makes him such an example of suffering
and praise. | have entitled this Way Point with a question, “How can you
still praise God?” We will see a man who refuses to cast off his faith because
of trouble and suffering.

I- Job’s Blessings:

Our story begins with a family man who loved his family and
worshipped God. God had blessed him in many ways. By the way blessings
of God come in many different ways, not just financially, as we sometimes
make the mistake of thinking.

Job 1:1-5 There was a man in the land of Uz, whose name was Job;
and that man was perfect and upright, and one that feared God, and
eschewed evil. 2 And there were born unto him seven sons and three
daughters. 3 His substance also was seven thousand sheep, and three
thousand camels, and five hundred yoke of oxen, and five hundred she
asses, and a very great household; so that this man was the greatest of all
the men of the east. 4 And his sons went and feasted in their houses,
every one his day; and sent and called for their three sisters to eat and to
drink with them. 5 And it was so, when the days of their feasting were
gone about, that Job sent and sanctified them, and rose up early in the
morning, and offered burnt offerings according to the number of them all:
for Job said, It may be that my sons have sinned, and cursed God in their
hearts. Thus did Job continually.

God had blessed this man with ten children and lot of herds and flocks.
Job knew from where the blessing came and worshipped God. He sacrificed
daily for his children.

11- Job’s Trials:

We are privileged to have the story of Job from the backstage behind the
scene view. We have front row seats to the drama as it unfolds not only on
earth but in the spiritual realm as well.

Job 1:6-12 Now there was a day when the sons of God came to present
themselves before the LORD, and Satan came also among them. 7 And
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the LORD said unto Satan, Whence comest thou? Then Satan answered

put forth thine hand now, and touch all that he hath, and he will curse

hath is in thy power; only upon himself put not forth thine hand. So
Satan went forth from the presence of the LORD.

So we see that the adversary and the accuser of Job was the enemy of
God and all that are godly. Satan tells God that Job only worships Him
because of the blessings. As we stop at our Way Point lets ask, why do we
worship God? Is it because of blessings or is it because of who He is.
Jesus told the crowds they only followed Him because of what He was
giving them by miraculous, means not because of who He was. Many
people hang around the rich and famous for the crumbs from the table.

God gives Satan permission to afflict Job. This brings us a good point.
God uses suffering for many lessons in life to build us into what He wants

that he can inflict is under the sovereign control of God.

In the ensuing verses of chapter one we see that Job loses his sons and
daughters in a storm, all his flocks by thieves, and all his servants by the
sword. Job lost his entire fortune. We cannot help but thing of the men
and women who jumped out the windows to their death when the stock
market crashed. What would Job do?

Job 1:20-22 Then Job arose, and rent his mantle, and shaved his
head, and fell down upon the ground, and worshipped, 21 And said,
Naked came | out of my mother's womb, and naked shall I return
thither: the LORD gave, and the LORD hath taken away; blessed be the

foolishly.

..........................................................

the LORD, and said, From going to and fro in the earth, and from :
walking up and down in it. 8 And the LORD said unto Satan, Hast :
thou considered my servant Job, that there is none like him in the earth,
a perfect and an upright man, one that feareth God, and escheweth :
evil? 9 Then Satan answered the LORD, and said, Doth Job fear God
for nought? 10 Hast not thou made an hedge about him, and about his :
house, and about all that he hath on every side? thou hast blessed the :
work of his hands, and his substance is increased in the land. 11 But : :
i 1- We should all realize that :
thee to thy face. 12 And the LORD said unto Satan, Behold, all that he :
i 2- Our praise and worship of :
: God should not be simply tied :
i to blessing but towho Heis.
: 3- We should be very cautious :
i before we step forth with i
i accusations even when it look :
i like someone is guilt. :
i 4- There are many question :
i that creation bring forth that :
i man cannot answer because :
i he was not present as an i
us to be. Satan would destroy us if he was allowed but even the suffering : :
i 5- God holds all of creation in :
¢ His hands. :
i 6- Even though Job did not :
¢ sin, we find that before a holy :
: righteous God he, as all i
: mankind
i worship. :
: 7- It isn’t over until God says :
it is over.
: double blessing.
name of the LORD. 22 In all this Job sinned not, nor charged God

.........................................................
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Coordinates:
Job 1-42

Sights to See:

all blessing come from God.

observer of the events.

must, falls in :

Remember the :

The next thing that Satan is allowed to do is afflict Job personally in the flesh. Again it is only what God
would allow. Job 2:7-8 So went Satan forth from the presence of the LORD, and smote Job with sore boils
from the sole of his foot unto his crown. 8 And he took him a potsherd to scrape himself withal; and he sat

down among the ashes.

Job now sits on the garbage dump and scraps the sores. His wife tells him, “..Dost thou still retain thine
integrity? curse God, and die.” Job 2:9 Job calls her a foolish woman still he did not sin nor curse God. God
was glorified and Satan was humiliated in this battle. How can he till praise God?
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I11- Job’s Friends:

Job 4-37 records the visits from four of Jobs friends, or should we say, so called friends. They had a holier
than thou attitude and were quick to condemn Job without knowing the facts.

Eliphaz is the first to speak and gives his advise out of personal experience. He calls Job a blowhard in Job
15:2 “Should a wise man utter vain knowledge, and fill his belly with the east wind?” He also says that Job is
suffering because of sin. Job 15:6 Thine own mouth condemneth thee, and not I: yea, thine own lips testify
against thee. He spoke again later and accused Job of cheating the poor and hungry as well as mistreating
widows and orphans. (See chapter 22)

Another friend was Bildad. He concludes his suffering is because of sin as well. Job 8:20 Behold, God will
not cast away a perfect man, neither will he help the evil doers. He tells Job to repent and turn back to God.

The next friend was Zophar. Same old story different voice. He accuses Job of being a hypocrite. Job 20:5
That the triumphing of the wicked is short, and the joy of the hypocrite but for a moment?

These men sat with Job at first and did not open their mouth. When they did they spoke foolishly without
knowing the facts. They jumped off the cliff of conclusion.

We have a fourth younger man now that comes into the situation. He learned his lessons from the feet of the
others and in a matter of time he also is accusing Job.

Job during the interchange with his friends was not silent. Job answered in some nine different speeches.
However thought out it all he maintain his innocence. He makes some mountain size faith statements as well.
Job 13:15 Though he slay me, yet will I trust in him: but I will maintain mine own ways before him.

However, we also see the despair of Job as well. He never cursed God but did curse the day he was born.
How can he till praise God?

IV- God’s Questions:

There are four of the most inquisitive chapters found anywhere in the Word of God in Job. Chapters 38-41is
when God calls Job to answer His questions. The three friends have been calling Job out and he has maintained
his innocence, and rightfully so. Now God calls him to answer some questions. Theses questions should be
mandatory for all men who lay claim that they are educated. Even if they reject God | think that any intelligent
person should consider the facts. | feel when they consider both sides of the issue, God will be obvious to them.
Job 38:1-3 Then the LORD answered Job out of the whirlwind, and said, 2 Who is this that darkeneth
counsel by words without knowledge? 3 Gird up now thy loins like a man; for I will demand of thee, and
answer thou me.

Then the questions. Notice a few of these.

Job 38:4 Where wast thou when | laid the foundations of the earth? declare, if thou hast understanding.
Job 38:6 Whereupon are the foundations thereof fastened? or who laid the corner stone thereof;

Job 38:18 Hast thou perceived the breadth of the earth? declare if thou knowest it all.

Job 38:28 Hath the rain a father? or who hath begotten the drops of dew?

It is obvious to even the most callous observer that the questions can only be asked but never fully answered
apart from faith in the Creator. How can he till praise God? Because of who He is....
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V- Job’s Answer:

When men truly come face to face with the Creator it will move us to our knees. Notice the praise of Job.

Job 42:1-6 Then Job answered the LORD, and said, 2 | know that thou canst do every thing, and that
no thought can be withholden from thee. 3 Who is he that hideth counsel without knowledge? therefore
have | uttered that I understood not; things too wonderful for me, which | knew not. 4 Hear, | beseech thee,
and I will speak: I will demand of thee, and declare thou unto me. 5 1 have heard of thee by the hearing of
the ear: but now mine eye seeth thee. 6 Wherefore | abhor myself, and repent in dust and ashes.

I have always found it amusing the response that God give in rebuke of Jobs holier than though friends. Job
42:7-8 And it was so, that after the LORD had spoken these words unto Job, the LORD said to Eliphaz the
Temanite, My wrath is kindled against thee, and against thy two friends: for ye have not spoken of me the
thing that is right, as my servant Job hath. 8 Therefore take unto you now seven bullocks and seven rams,
and go to my servant Job, and offer up for yourselves a burnt offering; and my servant Job shall pray for
you: for him will I accept: lest | deal with you after your folly, in that ye have not spoken of me the thing
which is right, like my servant Job.

V- Job’s Double Blessings:

The story does not end with Job here. We see what has been referred to as his double blessing. Job 42:10-13
And the LORD turned the captivity of Job, when he prayed for his friends: also the LORD gave Job twice as
much as he had before. 11 Then came there unto him all his brethren, and all his sisters, and all they that
had been of his acquaintance before, and did eat bread with him in his house: and they bemoaned him, and
comforted him over all the evil that the LORD had brought upon him: every man also gave him a piece of
money, and every one an earring of gold. 12 So the LORD blessed the latter end of Job more than his
beginning: for he had fourteen thousand sheep, and six thousand camels, and a thousand yoke of oxen, and
a thousand she asses. 13 He had also seven sons and three daughters.

Job in one sense was given another complete life before God. He lived to see his great great grandchildren.
What a blessing. Job 42:16-17 After this lived Job an hundred and forty years, and saw his sons, and his
sons' sons, even four generations. 17 So Job died, being old and full of days.

And, Job is still praising God in eternity!!!!
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