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Way Point 64

A One Sided Love Story
Story of Samson and Delilah

The great love stories of the Bible are often romanticized until they are
unbiblical. After all, who doesn’t love a good love story, right? In our stop
today we are going to see what is often portrayed as one the great love
stories of history that in fact was nothing more than a story of deception
and lies. Oh, well we might say it is a love story but only a one sided love.

I- Samson Falls Again:

The man Samson, who’s life began with such promise, a man who was
given such a godly heritage from Monoah his father and especially his
mother. A man who was given great strength by the Lord to be the
deliverer of Israel. But sadly a man who had a problem with loving the
wrong kind of women his entire life. One who started with such great
potential but never fully realized it.

Judges 16:4 And it came to pass afterward, that he loved a woman in
the valley of Sorek, whose name was Delilah.

This is the third woman that Samson is connected with and only one of
them is spoken of as his wife. You will recall the first woman was a
Philistine woman who was given to another man while Samson was away.
She had betrayed Samson by under duress telling her countrymen the
riddle of Samson. She was killed by the men for what Samson did in
retaliation. We studied this in Way Point 61.

The second woman that Samson was entangled with was a harlot of
Gaza. Judges 16:1-3 Then went Samson to Gaza, and saw there an
harlot, and went in unto her. 2 And it was told the Gazites, saying,
Samson is come hither. And they compassed him in, and laid wait for
him all night in the gate of the city, and were quiet all the night, saying,
In the morning, when it is day, we shall kill him. 3 And Samson lay till
midnight, and arose at midnight, and took the doors of the gate of the
city, and the two posts, and went away with them, bar and all, and put
them upon his shoulders, and carried them up to the top of an hill that is
before Hebron.

Again this was a Philistine woman. So now he had gone to the valley of
Sorek. This valley’s location is not precious but most assume it was near
Gaza. He falls for a woman there by the name of Delilah, a Philistine.

I1- Undercover Agent:

No, | am not talking under the covers of a bed but undercover as in a
spy. Samson is one who never learned whom he should and should not
trust. Delilah is enlisted by the Philistines to attempt to discover the source
of Samson’s strength by enticement.
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Judges 16:5 And the lords of the Philistines came up unto her, :
and said unto her, Entice him, and see wherein his great strength :
lieth, and by what means we may prevail against him, that we may
bind him to afflict him: and we will give thee every one of us :

eleven hundred pieces of silver.

They wanted to know for the purpose of overpowering him and
afflicting harm to him. They considered him public enemy number :
one because of all the damage he had done against them. The price :
of the betrayal was 1100 pieces of silver. This was a huge bribe and :

i 1- Love can often be misguided :

shows the importance they attached with the capture and punishment : ang misplaced on the wrong one

of Samson. They did not want to kill him but to be able to punish : o thing. :
: 2- We must be careful that we
: do not get comfortable in:
i dangerous situations. :
i 3- The enemies of God will do :
thee, wherein thy great strength lieth, and wherewith thou mightest :
i godly. :
i 4- Just like Delilah relentless :
i pursuit of what caused Samson’s
strength sin keeps coming at us.
: 5- The only way to resist sin at
: times is to flee as Joseph did :
i Potiphar’s wife. Samson did not :

Now the first betrayal comes next. Judges 16:8 Then the lords :

of the Philistines brought up to her seven green withs which had : récognize the danger in order to :

not been dried, and she bound him with them. Delilah bound him : flee. 2 Timothy 2:22 NASB Now !

while he slept. He must have trusted her to allow this to happen. She  flee from youthtul

: pursue righteousness, faith, love :
: and peace, with those who call on

Judges 16:9 Now there were men lying in wait, abiding with : the Lord from a pure heart.

her in the chamber. And she said unto him, The Philistines be : 6- When we allow our flesh to

upon thee, Samson. And he brake the withs, as a thread of tow is : [ ,1e our lives we are headed for :
i trouble. James 1:14-15 HCSB
: But each person is tempted when
i he is drawn away and enticed by :

There is an old saying that love is blind. Well Samson proves : his own evil desires.

this along with it being dumb. Look at what happens next and | think i after desire has conceived, it gives
¢ birth to sin, and when sin is fully :
i grown, it gives birth to death.
7- Our sin allows the enemies of :
i God to have a cause to boast and :
i speak against God. :
i 8- While
i repentance is available.

. 3
..........................................................

him and imprison him.
I11- Enticement 1:
The story unfolds with a series of enticements and betrayals. The
first is in Judges 16:6 And Delilah said to Samson, Tell me, | pray

be bound to afflict thee. She asks Samson what was the secret of
His strength.

At first, it seems that Samson is testing Delilah by giving her
false information. Judges 16:7 And Samson said unto her, If they
bind me with seven green withs that were never dried, then shall |
be weak, and be as another man.

calls to Samson that the Philistines are there.

broken when it toucheth the fire. So his strength was not known.
Samson awoke and defended himself.
V- Enticement 2:

you will agree. Delilah turns the tables upon him and accuses him of
lying to her.

Judges 16:10 And Delilah said unto Samson, Behold, thou
hast mocked me, and told me lies: now tell me, | pray thee,
wherewith thou mightest be bound. She again asks what is his
strength. Samson tells her another misleading thing. Judges 16:11
And he said unto her, If they bind me fast with new ropes that
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Coordinates:
| Samuel 16:1-31

Sights to See:

anything they can to destroy the :

lusts and :

15 Then :

breath remains :
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never were occupied, then shall | be weak, and be as another man.

As before she binds him with the new ropes. Judges 16:12 Delilah therefore took new ropes, and
bound him therewith, and said unto him, The Philistines be upon thee, Samson. And there were liers
in wait abiding in the chamber. And he brake them from off his arms like a thread.

It seems that one of two things is going on. One Samson knows that she is playing him and trying to
betray him and loves her so much that he will live with the betrayal. Or, two, he is enjoying the game
that is being played. We see later on that when he eventually does tell her the truth he did not realize nor
believe that his strength would fade. (See vs 20)

V- Enticement 3:

Will he ever learn? Judges 16:13 And Delilah said unto Samson, Hitherto thou hast mocked me,
and told me lies: tell me wherewith thou mightest be bound. And he said unto her, If thou weavest the
seven locks of my head with the web. Now he is getting closer and closer to the truth. He is slowly
compromising and giving in.

By now, we know the pattern well. She again does what he told her would make him weak. Judges
16:14 And she fastened it with the pin, and said unto him, The Philistines be upon thee, Samson.
And he awaked out of his sleep, and went away with the pin of the beam, and with the web.

Again she has been lied to. She, who was tying to bind him and get him tortured and afflicted by her
fellow Philistines, accused Samson of being the one wrong.

Judges 16:15 And she said unto him, How canst thou say, | love thee, when thine heart is not
with me? thou hast mocked me these three times, and hast not told me wherein thy great strength
lieth. Poor pitiful Delilah, isn’t it sad how wronged she has been done?

VI- Giving In to Relentless Pressure:

Now Samson has not learned anything from the previous attempts. Delilah has his mind clouded
with the lust of the flesh. This pictures sin for us that continually comes at us and if we are not careful
finally wears us down to surrender point.

Judges 16:16 And it came to pass, when she pressed him daily with her words, and urged him, so
that his soul was vexed unto death; 17 That he told her all his heart, and said unto her, There hath
not come a razor upon mine head; for I have been a Nazarite unto God from my mother's womb: if I
be shaven, then my strength will go from me, and | shall become weak, and be like any other man.

Samson finally gives into the demands and requests of Delilah. He had been moving closer to the
truth but finally he surrenders to the pressure.

Delilah knows that he has shared his heart with her. Judges 16: 18 And when Delilah saw that he
had told her all his heart, she sent and called for the lords of the Philistines, saying, Come up this
once, for he hath shewed me all his heart. Then the lords of the Philistines came up unto her, and
brought money in their hand. 19 And she made him sleep upon her knees; and she called for a man,
and she caused him to shave off the seven locks of his head...

The deed is done. His hair is removed. His vow of the Nazarite is broken.

All the times before she called for the Philistines but it says this time before she calls them...she
began to afflict him, and his strength went from him. 20 And she said, The Philistines be upon thee,
Samson. And he awoke out of his sleep, and said, | will go out as at other times before, and shake
myself. And he wist not that the LORD was departed from him.
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VI- Spiritual and Physically Blind:

The saddest part of this story may be that Samson awoke unaware and not expecting that the strength
that he had lived with for so long had departed. The reason the strength departed was because God had
withdraw His strength. Samson now was only as strong as a mortal man.

Judges 16:21 But the Philistines took him, and_put out his eyes, and brought him down to Gaza,
and bound him with fetters of brass; and he did grind in the prison house. The Philistines now blind
the one who had become spiritually out of touch with God and had allowed his flesh to continually get
in the way of his relationship with God. They place him in prison and made him a slave to turn the
wheels to grind grain. They forgot one thing however Judges 16:22 Howbeit the hair of his head
began to grow again after he was shaven.

VII- A Little Sport for the Drunken:

Time passes and then at a party of the Philistines they call for Samson to entertain them. Judges
16:23 Then the lords of the Philistines gathered them together for to offer a great sacrifice unto
Dagon their god, and to rejoice: for they said, Our god hath delivered Samson our enemy into our
hand. 24 And when the people saw him, they praised their god: for they said, Our god hath delivered
into our hands our enemy, and the destroyer of our country, which slew many of us.

They gave the glory to their god (little g) for delivering Samson into their hands. Judges 16:25 And
it came to pass, when their hearts were merry, that they said, Call for Samson, that he may make us
sport. And they called for Samson out of the prison house; and he made them sport: and they set him
between the pillars.

VII11- Return to the Lord:

Samson is place between the columns that were the pillars of support for the building. He asks for
the young Philistine who was leading him to help him feel the pillars. Judges 16:26 And Samson said
unto the lad that held him by the hand, Suffer me that I may feel the pillars whereupon the house
standeth, that 1 may lean upon them. 27 Now the house was full of men and women; and all the
lords of the Philistines were there; and there were upon the roof about three thousand men and
women, that beheld while Samson made sport.

Samson again turns his heart towards God. He acknowledged that God was the one who gave him
strength in the first place. Judges 16:28 And Samson called unto the LORD, and said, O Lord GOD,
remember me, | pray thee, and strengthen me, | pray thee, only this once, O God, that I may be at
once avenged of the Philistines for my two eyes. 29 And Samson took hold of the two middle pillars
upon which the house stood, and on which it was borne up, of the one with his right hand, and of the
other with his left. 30 And Samson said, Let me die with the Philistines. And he bowed himself with
all his might; and the house fell upon the lords, and upon all the people that were therein. So the
dead which he slew at his death were more than they which he slew in his life.

Samson slew the enemies of Israel as he gave his own life in the collapse of the building.

Judges 16:31 Then his brethren and all the house of his father came down, and took him, and
brought him up, and buried him between Zorah and Eshtaol in the buryingplace of Manoah his
father. And he judged Israel twenty years.

A life so full of potential ended. His life ended bringing glory to God but for the most part it was not
lived that way.
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