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Way Point 61

A Riddle Fit for Deception
Story of Samson and His First Wife

When we think of Samson the mighty man we almost always think of
Samson and Delilah. We will get to this tragedy in the future but at this
Way Point we will explore his life before Delilah. We go back in the story
of Samson to before his birth.

I- The Promise of a Son and Expectations of the Parents:

Judges 13:1-5 And the children of Israel did evil again in the sight of
the LORD; and the LORD delivered them into the hand of the Philistines
forty years. The period of this oppression of 40 years will span a total of 6
of the 14 judges, from part of Eli life and Jephthah to Abdon.

Judges 11:2 And there was a certain man of Zorah, of the family of
the Danites, whose name was Manoah; and his wife was barren, and
bare not. 3 And the angel of the LORD appeared unto the woman, and
said unto her, Behold now, thou art barren, and bearest not: but thou
shalt conceive, and bear a son. 4 Now therefore beware, | pray thee, and
drink not wine nor strong drink, and eat not any unclean thing: 5 For,
lo, thou shalt conceive, and bear a son; and no razor shall come on his
head: for the child shall be a Nazarite unto God from the womb: and he
shall begin to deliver Israel out of the hand of the Philistines.

Manoabh is told of the matter by his wife. They discussed the matter and
the angel of the Lord appeared again to the woman and she went and
brought her husband. The Angel of the Lord again confirms the expectation
that God had of the parents before ascending into heaven with the flame of
an offering Manoah offered.

I1- Birth of Samson:

Two verses give us the birth and childhood of Samson. In the second
verse he is already a man as evidenced by him beginning to fight the
Philistines.

Judges 13:24-25 And the woman bare a son, and called his name
Samson: and the child grew, and the LORD blessed him. 25 And the
Spirit of the LORD began to move him at times in the camp of Dan
between Zorah and Eshtaol.

Samson would be a judge of Israel for a total of 20 years. Judges 15:20
And he judged Israel in the days of the Philistines twenty years.

He is often referred to as the last of the Judges because when his life is
compete then the period of Judges will be virtually over. Reese’s
Chronological Bible gives his death in 1076 BC. Saul was made King in
1065, only eleven years later.
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I11- Women Problems:

Samson was a great man of extreme strength but he was also a :

man weak in the flesh. He was a man whose love for women cost him

dearly all throughout his life. His life is often spoken of as one of

great potential that was never fulfilled because of the lust of his heart.

Notice his first love of a woman, a Philistine woman. We will look
at Delilah, the one woman he is closest associated with, in a future :
Way Point. His first wife is not named but we see the one sided love :

that Samson has that she does not reciprocate. This will be the pattern
of his life.

Judges 14:1 And Samson went down to Timnath, and saw a
woman in Timnath of the daughters of the Philistines.

Now the Philistines I remind us was the oppressors of Israel. They :
: among them, and be ye separate, :
: saith the Lord, and touch not the :
i unclean thing; and I will receive :
: you. ;
: 2- Parents have expectations :
i placed upon them. They are to :
his credit, did not try to deceive his parents but told them she was a : trr?ésrfl tghgérse?p::giggg not allow
Philistine probably knowing they would have some concerns. Notice L 3 A life that is full of potential |
i cannot be fully developed when :

Judges 14:3 Then his father and his mother said unto him, Is ! the heart is lustful.

there never a woman among the daughters of thy brethren, or : , There are many layers ofg
. : g ) _ i motives that people react too. :
uncircumcised Philistines? And Samson said unto his father, Get : js wife reacted by pleading and
crying to try to protect herself
: and her father. Lord help us be :

advance His purposes? Notice what is said in Judges 14:4 But his : patient and attempt to see others :

father and his mother knew not that it was of the LORD, that he side of the equation. :
i 5- It was God’s strength that :
i came upon Samson and not
: Samson’s strength. His hair was :
i a symbol of obedience to God :
i from which that strength came.
: 6- Many times the things we :
i try so desperate to protect end :
¢ up sacrificed by compromise.
i 7- God even uses bad decisions :
: to advance His

were ruling and were a very cruel people.

Judges 14:2 And he came up, and told his father and his
mother, and said, I have seen a woman in Timnath of the daughters
of the Philistines: now therefore get her for me to wife.

He looked upon this woman and she was desirable from his
perspective for a wife. He tells his parents to get her for him. He, to

the reply of the parents.

among all my people, that thou goest to take a wife of the

her for me; for she pleaseth me well.
Was this God’s will or is this God using the decisions of men to

sought an_occasion _against the Philistines: for at that time the
Philistines had dominion over Israel.

This type marriage was forbidden in the laws of God and we can
therefore make the deduction that this was not God’s perfect will.
However, we see many places and times that God used the imperfect
decision of men for His purpose. Samson wanted this woman and God
would put it to use to begin to deliver Israel and avenge His people.

IV- The Lion and the Honey:

On the way down to Tiimnath Samson was confronted with a lion.

This will begin to lay the groundwork for the riddle to come. Notice

the account in Judges 14:5-6 Then went Samson down, and his

father and his mother, to Timnath, and came to the vineyards of
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i 1- Samson was called to be a:
i Nazarite and be separate. We as
¢ Christians are called to be:
: separate people. 2 Corinthians

6:17 Wherefore come out from :

plan and :
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Timnath: and, behold, a young lion roared against him. 6 And the Spirit of the LORD came mightily
upon him, and he rent him as he would have rent a kid, and he had nothing in his hand: but he told
not his father or his mother what he had done. His parents were not with him when this event took
place. He goes and joins his father and mother who talked with the woman and it says, “she pleased
Samson well.”

We are not told at this point what the source of the his great strength was. Most think it was the long
hair on his head. While this is true may | address this from another angle. You will notice it says that the
Spirit of the LORD came mightily upon him as he slay the lion. The same is said of him earlier in
Judges 13:25 And the Spirit of the LORD began to move him at times in the camp of Dan between
Zorah and Eshtaol.

Jumping ahead in our story after His hair was cut by Delilah it says in Judges 16:20 ...And he awoke
out of his sleep, and said, I will go out as at other times before, and shake myself. And he wist not that
the LORD [or may | suggest the Spirit] was departed from him. The hair was a symbol of the obedience
and the strength but the true strength was in the Lord.

Samson has killed the lion by the Spirit’s strength upon him.

V- Honey in the Carcass:

Later when the time came for him to go take the woman for a wife, he passes by the remains of the
lion. Inside there was a hive of honeybees. Judges 14:8-9 And after a time he returned to take her,
and he turned aside to see the carcase of the lion: and, behold, there was a swarm of bees and honey
in the carcase of the lion. 9 And he took thereof in his hands, and went on eating...

VI- A Riddle Fit for Deception:

There is a wedding feast in progress with thirty young men in attendance. Samson put forth a riddle,
a riddle that I see as ripe for deception. Remember God is going to use the events to move Samson to
become the deliverer of Israel. The wager was that if they could not tell him the riddle they would each
give him a change of clothes. If they did, he would give them the same. They had a week.

Notice the riddle. Judges 14:14 And he said unto them, Out of the eater came forth meat, and out
of the strong came forth sweetness.

This set the stage for the deception to come. It says in Judges 14:14b And they could not in three
days expound the riddle.

The wife of Samson is approached by these men who blame her for their mess. Judges 14:15 And it
came to pass on the seventh day, that they said unto Samson's wife, Entice thy husband, that he may
declare unto us the riddle, lest we burn thee and thy father's house with fire: have ye called us to take
that we have? is it not so? They resort to extortion and threats to get her to find the riddle’s meaning.

She wept and pleaded and claimed that she had not been told. He informs her he had not told his
parents. They at near the end he gave up the secret. Judges 14:17 And she wept before him the seven
days, while their feast lasted: and it came to pass on the seventh day, that he told her, because she lay
sore upon him: and she told the riddle to the children of her people.

The secret was quickly told to the Philistine men by Samson’s wife. Are we too hard on this young
lady, sure she betrayed her husband and told the secret but she was under threat, severe threat.

VII- Unraveling of the Tale:

The men came at the last moment with the solution of the riddle. The tale unraveled but the

unraveling of the tale was also to their determent. Judges 14:18 And the men of the city said unto him
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on the seventh day before the sun went down, What is sweeter than honey? and what is stronger than
a lion? And he said unto them, If ye had not plowed with my heifer, ye had not found out my riddle.
They answered in such a way to act like they had figured it out, almost like a question or a guess.
Samson saw through the smoke screen and knew that his wife had betrayed him.

Judges 14:19 And the Spirit of the LORD came upon him, and he went down to Ashkelon, and
slew thirty men of them, and took their spoil, and gave change of garments unto them which
expounded the riddle. And his anger was kindled, and he went up to his father's house.

This event upset Samson and he left his wife for a time. During this time, she was given to one of his
so called friends as a wife. She had succeeded in avoiding their home being burned, or had she?

VI11- Foxes on Fire and the Jawbone Massacre:

We move to some time later after Samson has cooled off from the earlier riddle fiasco. He return to
his wife not knowing she was given to someone else. We pick the story up again in chapter 15.

Judges 15:1-17 But it came to pass within a while after, in the time of wheat harvest, that Samson
visited his wife with a kid; and he said, 1 will go in to my wife into the chamber. But her father would
not suffer him to go in. 2 And her father said, I verily thought that thou hadst utterly hated her;
therefore I gave her to thy companion... He is told what happened with his wife being given away.

Remember all this was being used with the purpose of God to deliver Israel from the Philistines.
Judges 15:4 And Samson went and caught three hundred foxes, and took firebrands, and turned tail
to tail, and put a firebrand in the midst between two tails. 5 And when he had set the brands on fire,
he let them go into the standing corn of the Philistines, and burnt up both the shocks, and also the
standing corn, with the vineyards and olives. The destruction of the crops in the field during harvest
time was extensive. As a result of this the men then came and burned his wife and her father. Judges
15:6 Then the Philistines said, Who hath done this? And they answered, Samson, the son in law of
the Timnite, because he had taken his wife, and given her to his companion. And the Philistines came
up, and burnt her and her father with fire. The very thing she had tried to avoid earlier came to pass.
She had deceived Samson to protect herself and her father an now this same bunch of lawless thugs kill
them.

The vengeance of Samson is seen in Judges 15:8 And he smote them hip and thigh with a great
slaughter... After this slaughter Samson goes and sits on a rock and the men of Israel approach him
saying, “Knowest thou not that the Philistines are rulers over us? what is this that thou hast done
unto us?” Judges 15:11

They bind him with new cords and turn him over to the Philistines. They got what they wanted but
didn’t want what they got.

Judges 15:14 And when he came unto Lehi, the Philistines shouted against him: and the Spirit of
the LORD came mightily upon him, and the cords that were upon his arms became as flax that was
burnt with fire, and his bands loosed from off his hands. 15 And he found a new jawbone of an ass,
and put forth his hand, and took it, and slew a thousand men therewith.

Samson slew a thousand men with only a jawbone. This man in whom the Spirit of God moved
mighty. The man who was a riddle himself used riddles. And then we see God used even the bad
decisions of Samson to move forward His purpose of deliverance of the Children of Israel from the
Philistines.
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