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Way Point 6 

What Was That You Said? 

Story of Tower of Babel and Language Division 

 

 Communication is one of the most precious and difficult things for humans 

to do. If you have ever traveled to a nation that does not speak English then 

you can understand a little more about this Way Point on our journey.  

 This is the story of the continuing rebellion of man against the Creator.  

  

I- The Rebel: Gen 10:6;8-10 

  Our story begins with a leader who lead the people farther away from 

God. He was the grandson of Ham, great-grandson of Noah. Notice Genesis 

10:6  And the sons of Ham; Cush, and Mizraim, and Phut, and Canaan.  

 Genesis 10:8-12  And Cush begat Nimrod: he began to be a mighty one 

in the earth.  9  He was a mighty hunter before the LORD: wherefore it is 

said, Even as Nimrod the mighty hunter before the LORD.  10  And the 

beginning of his kingdom was Babel, and Erech, and Accad, and Calneh, in 

the land of Shinar.”  

 Fausset’s Bible Dictionary says, “The Hebrew name Nimrod means, 

"let us rebel," given by his contemporaries to Nimrod as one who ever had in 

his mouth such words to stir up his band to rebellion. Nimrod subverted the 

existing patriarchal order of society by setting up a chieftainship based on 

personal valor and maintained by aggression.” 

 This rebellion was more than just an attempt to protect human lives 

from the increasing hostile animals. It was a willful and satanic steering of 

men away from the Creator. We still see evidences of this today around us 

everywhere. How? I am glad you asked. 

 Henry Morris says: 

Willfully leaving the knowledge and worship of the true God and 

Creator, they began instead to worship the creation. This soon led to 

pantheism and polytheism and idolatry. How much of this new system 

of religion came by direct communication with Satan himself we do 

not know, but there is abundant evidence that all forms of paganism 

have come originally from the ancient Babylonian religion. The 

essential identity of the various gods and goddesses of Rome, Greece, 

India, Egypt, and other nations the original pantheon of the 

Babylonians is well established.”  

 All of the non-Christian religions have their origin in the pagan roots of 

Babylon. Many of these pagan deities were identified with the stars and planets 

as well as sun worshipping. This system of worship brought about what we 

know as the zodiac with the constellations.  
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Coordinates: 

Genesis 11:1-9 

 

Sights to See: 

1- Mankind continues to rebel 

against God after the flood 

and it lead to another 

judgment. 

2- Man is gullible to the lie of 

Satan that he can be a god. He 

told this lie to Eve you will 

remember. 

3- All religions of the world 

except for Christianity have 

their roots at the tower of 

Babel and the false religions 

there. 

4- The confusion of speech is 

still evident in our world 

today on many levels.  

5- Sin still makes it hard for 

us to communicate even when 

we speak the same language.  

6- Pentecost gives us evidence 

that God, who confused the 

languages of man, can 

unscramble them if it fits His 

purpose. 

7- What it be wonderful in 

heaven to understand 

everyone perfectly clear as we 

praise God.  

II- One Language, One Speech: Gen 11:1-2  

 “And the whole earth was of one language, and of one speech. 2 And it 

came to pass, as they journeyed from the east, that they found a plain in the 

land of Shinar; and they dwelt there.  ” All the humans of the earth could 

communicate with each other. They migrated from the mountains to the 

fertile plains of Mesopotamia. Some strongly suggest that this one language 

was the Hebrew language; others are less certain and say it was probably just 

in the Semitic family of languages. The strong argument for it being Hebrew 

is that all the names of men and places of this time have Hebrew meanings. 

Human speech is a very remarkable thing indeed. While we constantly see 

programs about how the dolphins, elephants, ants and other creature 

communicate with calls, chatter, odors and other means, only humans speak.  

 

III- The City and the Tower to Heaven: Gen 11:3-4  

 “And they said one to another, Go to, let us make brick, and burn them 

throughly. And they had brick for stone, and slime had they for morter.  4  

And they said, Go to, let us build us a city and a tower, whose top may 

reach unto heaven; and let us make us a name, lest we be scattered abroad 

upon the face of the whole earth.” 

 The area in which these events take place is the plains and there was not 

any building material there. They made bricks from the soil, probably sun 

baked. They established a settlement in the land of Shinar and built cities.  

 One need only look at the use of the pronoun in this section to see that the 

rebellion was humanistic, let us build us a city and a tower, whose top may 

reach unto heaven; and let us make us a name...” 

 So the city is built and they decide to build a tower. Some have a picture 

of this tower reaching into outer space and being an attempt to reaching into 

the throne room of God. This is not an accurate picture.  

 If you will notice in the KJV of your Bible the words, “may reach” are 

italic meaning they were inserted by the translator for clarity and were not in 

the original Hebrew text. The NASB has the same type insertion with the 

words, “will reach”, again in italic. 

 So, what is the meaning of this? Harold Willmington says: 

“Archaeology evidence suggests that the Tower of Babel was in reality 

a building given over to astrology, or the heather worship of the 

heavens. Among the ruins of ancient Babylon is a building 153 feet 

high with a 400 foot base. It was constructed of dried bricks in seven 

stages, to correspond with the known planets to which they were 

dedicated...These stages were surmounted by a lofty tower, on the 

summit of which were the signs of the Zodiac.” (p 35) 

 JV McGee says, “...the sole purpose of this tower was for a rallying place for man.” (p 52)  
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 Regardless of the shape, size or material it is obvious that the reason for this was none other than open 

rebellion against God. God had told man to spread; men said they would gather in cities. Men replaced the 

worship of God with the worship of creation and made man’s opinion superior to the Creator.  

 

IV- God’s Reaction: Gen 11:5-6   

 “And the LORD came down to see the city and the tower, which the children of men builded.  6  And the 

LORD said, Behold, the people is one, and they have all one language; and this they begin to do: and now 

nothing will be restrained from them, which they have imagined to do.” 

 God had not too many years before destroyed all but eight humans for wickedness and rebellion. God saw 

this for what it was not what it was promoted to be. God could see the hearts and knew their intent.   

 John Wesley in his notes said, “And the Lord said, Behold the people is one, and they have all one language 

- And if they continue one, much of the earth will be left uninhabited, and these children of men, if thus 

incorporated, will swallow up the little remnant of God's children, therefore it is decreed they must not be one. 

And now nothing will be restrained from them - And this is a reason why they must be crossed, in their design.” 

(from E.sword.net) 

  

V- What Was That You Said? Gen 11:7-9   

 “Go to, let us go down, and there confound their language, that they may not understand one another's 

speech.  8  So the LORD scattered them abroad from thence upon the face of all the earth: and they left off to 

build the city.  9  Therefore is the name of it called Babel; because the LORD did there confound the 

language of all the earth: and from thence did the LORD scatter them abroad upon the face of all the earth. 

 We could have called this God’s remedy. I have always though of this with a bit of amusment as it plays in 

my mind. I picture two workers working on a project. At a moment of time God stirred to pot of the languages 

and all of a sudden when one says to another hand me another brick, it sounded like, 

akjofaodnbcore;lather;adnaghelo. Not realizing what had happened they both think the other has not only gone 

lazy but crazy. There are few that the workers meet on the streets, as they drop they tools and head home, that 

they can understand. Others are just akjofaodnbcore;lather;adnaghelo.  

 Barnes notes puts forth the following idea found in Barnes Notes in E-sword: 

 “Philologists have distinguished three or four great types or families of languages. The first of these 

was the Shemitic or Hebrew family. It is probable that most of the Shemites spoke dialects of this well-

defined type of human speech. 

 The second family of languages has been variously designated Japhetic, Indo-Germanic, Indo-

European and Arian. It is spoken by the great bulk of the descendants of Japheth, and embraces a series 

of cognate modes of communication, extending from India to the various European colonies of America. 

It includes Greek, the tongue of the New Testament. 

 A third class, including the Kushite (Babylonian), Egyptian, and other African languages, has been 

termed Hamitic. Some of its stocks have affinities both with the Shemitic and Japhetic families.” 

 Perhaps we can speculate, as many have, that each of the descendants of sons Noah instantly began to 

speak a language separate from the others.  

 Regardless of what happen the effect was that mankind was dispersed throughout the world. Of special 

attention is the effect, “and they left off to build the city...” 
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VI- God the Translator: 

 The languages of today are even more diverse and complicated. Men sit with ear phone to their head at the 

United Nations. Many people speak local languages of only specific village or tribe when they are cut off from 

the outside world. We see the effect of the tower of Babel around us everyday. 

 I want us to now go in our Way Point to a time in the New Testament that has been often abused and 

misused by theologians to support their personal point of view. Look at the day of Pentecost in Acts 2. 

 Acts 2:1-11 “ And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all with one accord in one place.  

2  And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled all the house 

where they were sitting.  3  And there appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon each 

of them.  4  And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit 

gave them utterance.  5  And there were dwelling at Jerusalem Jews, devout men, out of every nation under 

heaven.  6  Now when this was noised abroad, the multitude came together, and were confounded, because 

that every man heard them speak in his own language.  7  And they were all amazed and marvelled, saying 

one to another, Behold, are not all these which speak Galilaeans?  8  And how hear we every man in our 

own tongue, wherein we were born?  9  Parthians, and Medes, and Elamites, and the dwellers in 

Mesopotamia, and in Judaea, and Cappadocia, in Pontus, and Asia,  10  Phrygia, and Pamphylia, in Egypt, 

and in the parts of Libya about Cyrene, and strangers of Rome, Jews and proselytes,  11  Cretes and 

Arabians, we do hear them speak in our tongues the wonderful works of God.” 

 Beloved, the God who confused the languages of men can unconfused them. These men spoke in their 

native tongue, probably Aramaic, and the wonder of Pentecost is that all heard it in their own tongue. Amazing, 

not at all, God was the Translator. 

 

VII- One Language, One Speech... Again: 

 Now go with me to the future. We see that there will again be a time when all people will speak the same 

language.  

 Revelation 19:1-6 “And after these things I heard a great voice of much people in heaven, saying, 

Alleluia; Salvation, and glory, and honour, and power, unto the Lord our God ... 3  And again they said, 

Alleluia. And her smoke rose up for ever and ever.  4  And the four and twenty elders and the four beasts fell 

down and worshipped God that sat on the throne, saying, Amen; Alleluia.  5  And a voice came out of the 

throne, saying, Praise our God, all ye his servants, and ye that fear him, both small and great.  6  And I 

heard as it were the voice of a great multitude, and as the voice of many waters, and as the voice of mighty 

thunderings, saying, Alleluia: for the Lord God omnipotent reigneth.” 

 JV McGee said, “I believe whatever that language was will be the language that will be spoken in heaven, 

and it will be a much better language than we have today, with more specific nouns and verbs, adverbs, and 

adjectives.” (p 52) 

 When we all get to heaven we will understand each other and will use the restored language to praise God 

throughout eternity. 

  


