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Way Point 42 

You Should Listen to Your Donkey 

Story of Balaam 

 

 God had told Israel as they passed by Edom to not bother them. God 

also had put fear into the Edomites hearts according to  Deuteronomy 2:4  

And command thou the people, saying, Ye are to pass through the coast 

of your brethren the children of Esau, which dwell in Seir; and they shall 

be afraid of you... The Lord had begun to allow the Israelites to have 

military victories against their enemies. Sufficient for our current Way 

Point is to say that the neighborhood was a buzzing with news of these 

victories. We will discuss this further in the next Way Point.  

 

I- Moabites King’s Fears: 

 These children of Israel are no more of an army than they were 40 

years before. They are elements hardened and tougher from that respect but 

could certainly not have been confident in their military prowess. Nor was 

that the intent of the wilderness wandering. They had spent the last 40 

years learning to trust God. They would be called upon to take several test 

to see if they had learned their lessons well.  

 Numbers 22:1 And the children of Israel set forward, and pitched in 

the plains of Moab on this side Jordan by Jericho.  2  And Balak the son 

of Zippor saw all that Israel had done to the Amorites.  3  And Moab was 

sore afraid of the people, because they were many: and Moab was 

distressed because of the children of Israel.  4  And Moab said unto the 

elders of Midian, Now shall this company lick up all that are round about 

us, as the ox licketh up the grass of the field. And Balak the son of 

Zippor was king of the Moabites at that time.   

 God had put fear into the hearts of the king of Moab. He was working 

in His supernatural way to protect them. 

 

II- Paging Balaam: 

 Balak, the king of Moab, sends messengers to a man named Balaam. 

There are a lot of debate as to the character of this man. Was he a prophet 

of God or not. If he was, I will say one thing the lust for money, fame and 

statue had clouded his view and life.  

 Numbers 22:5  He sent messengers therefore unto Balaam the son of 

Beor to Pethor, which is by the river of the land of the children of his 

people, to call him, saying, Behold, there is a people come out from 

Egypt: behold, they cover the face of the earth, and they abide over 

against me:  

 Now notice the purpose that Balaam was called for.  Numbers 22:6  
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Coordinates: 

Numbers 22:1-25:3 

Sights to See: 

1- God’s great lesson for the 

Israelites was that they learn to 

trust Him. This is a lesson of our 

lifetime as well. 

2- We must be careful that we 

do not allow things into our life 

that are contrary to Word of 

God due to our wants and lusts.  

3- Sometimes, the word that we 

hear from God is not the word 

that we wanted. We must learn 

to be hear Him even when it is 

not what we expect or want. 

4- Those that God bless we 

should never attempt to curse. 

5- If you ever hear a donkey talk 

you really should listen. 

6- If God can make a donkey 

talk and fill the mouth of 

Balaam with His words then 

God can fill our mouths with the 

right words as needed. 

7- We should all guard against 

the doctrine of Balaam and the 

temptation to tear down from 

within. 

8- Balaam’s council worked 

because of the lust of the 

Israelites. 1 John 2:15-16 Love 

not the world, neither the things 

that are in the world. If any man 

love the world, the love of the 

Father is not in him.  16  For all 

that is in the world, the lust of the 

flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and 

the pride of life, is not of the 

Father, but is of the world. 

 

 

Come now therefore, I pray thee, curse me this people; for they are 

too mighty for me: peradventure I shall prevail, that we may smite 

them, and that I may drive them out of the land: for I wot that he 

whom thou blessest is blessed, and he whom thou cursest is cursed.   

 At the least this man Balaam was thought to have spiritual powers of 

being able to place a curse upon the perceived enemy of Moab. 

 Numbers 22:7  And the elders of Moab and the elders of Midian 

departed with the rewards of divination in their hand; and they came 

unto Balaam, and spake unto him the words of Balak.   

 Another key here seems to be the words rewards of divination. 

Balaam in Joshua 13:22 is called “...the soothsayer.”  So, it seems if he 

was a prophet that he had allowed the intertwining of cultic practices to 

infiltrate his life. They have come to ask Balaam to come and curse the 

children of Israel because of fear. What will be his reply? 

 

III- God’s Message to Balaam: 

 Balaam asked them to spend the night and he would ask God. 

Numbers 22:8  And he said unto them, Lodge here this night, and I 

will bring you word again, as the LORD shall speak unto me: and the 

princes of Moab abode with Balaam. Remember that in the KJV if it is 

all caps as it is here for LORD it is the word for Jehovah or Yahweh. 

So, Balaam says he will enquire of God. 

 The message from God is plain. Notice Numbers 24:12  And God 

said unto Balaam, Thou shalt not go with them; thou shalt not curse 

the people: for they are blessed.  

 This was certainly not, what he wanted to hear. After all, he could 

earn a hearty sum from these for services rendered but is forbidden to 

even go with them. Number 24:13  And Balaam rose up in the 

morning, and said unto the princes of Balak, Get you into your land: 

for the LORD refuseth to give me leave to go with you.   

 

IV- Second Envoy: 

 The message was delivered to Balak the king. Numbers 22:14  

...Balaam refuseth to come with us.  

 Not to be deterred the Kings sends a second envoy to Balaam that 

was more prestigious. Numbers 22:15  And Balak sent yet again 

princes, more, and more honourable than they.   

 The promises also were enhanced.  Numbers 22:17  For I will 

promote thee unto very great honour, and I will do whatsoever thou 

sayest unto me: come therefore, I pray thee, curse me this people.  The 

reply of Balaam seems to be tainted with a note of sadness. Numbers 

22:18  And Balaam answered and said unto the servants of Balak, If 
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Balak would give me his house full of silver and gold, I cannot go beyond the word of the LORD my 

God, to do less or more.   

 He instructed them to again spend the night and he would seeks God’s will. This time God tells him 

to go. Looking at the whole story it seems that God was allowing him to do as he please not as God 

willed. He had made His will very plain.  

 Numbers 22:20... If the men come to call thee, rise up, and go with them; but yet the word which I 

shall say unto thee, that shalt thou do.  

 

V- You Should Listen to Your Donkey: 

 In the next few verses we see unfolding the most amazing and humorous, if it were not so sad, event. 

Numbers 22:21  And Balaam rose up in the morning, and saddled his ass, and went with the princes 

of Moab.  22  And God's anger was kindled because he went: and the angel of the LORD stood in the 

way for an adversary against him. Now he was riding upon his ass, and his two servants were with 

him.  23  And the ass saw the angel of the LORD standing in the way, and his sword drawn in his 

hand: and the ass turned aside out of the way, and went into the field: and Balaam smote the ass, to 

turn her into the way.  24  But the angel of the LORD stood in a path of the vineyards, a wall being 

on this side, and a wall on that side.  25  And when the ass saw the angel of the LORD, she thrust 

herself unto the wall, and crushed Balaam's foot against the wall: and he smote her again.  26  And 

the angel of the LORD went further, and stood in a narrow place, where was no way to turn either to 

the right hand or to the left.  27  And when the ass saw the angel of the LORD, she fell down under 

Balaam: and Balaam's anger was kindled, and he smote the ass with a staff.  28  And the LORD 

opened the mouth of the ass, and she said unto Balaam, What have I done unto thee, that thou hast 

smitten me these three times?  29  And Balaam said unto the ass, Because thou hast mocked me: I 

would there were a sword in mine hand, for now would I kill thee.  30  And the ass said unto Balaam, 

Am not I thine ass, upon which thou hast ridden ever since I was thine unto this day? was I ever wont 

to do so unto thee? And he said, Nay.   

 Balaam had a conversation with his donkey. Imagine how bizarre this would have sounded if we had 

been standing beside the road or hiding behind a bush and saw this occur. May I say if our donkeys were 

to talk with us today we should heed their words. God used this animal to preserve the life of Baalam, 

and we call donkeys stubborn.  

 God next allows Balaam to see the situation clearly. Number 22:31  Then the LORD opened the 

eyes of Balaam, and he saw the angel of the LORD standing in the way, and his sword drawn in his 

hand: and he bowed down his head, and fell flat on his face.  32  And the angel of the LORD said 

unto him, Wherefore hast thou smitten thine ass these three times? behold, I went out to withstand 

thee, because thy way is perverse before me:  33  And the ass saw me, and turned from me these three 

times: unless she had turned from me, surely now also I had slain thee, and saved her alive. 34  And 

Balaam said unto the angel of the LORD, I have sinned; for I knew not that thou stoodest in the way 

against me: now therefore, if it displease thee, I will get me back again.  35  And the angel of the 

LORD said unto Balaam, Go with the men: but only the word that I shall speak unto thee, that thou 

shalt speak. So Balaam went with the princes of Balak.   

 Balaam goes on to the King of Moab with a new perspective on life. He is to only speak what God 

tells him to speak. Let us notice the blessings with which God filled his mouth.  
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VI- Mouth of Blessing: 

 Balak took him on the mountain where Baal was worshipped so he could see and they offer 

sacrifices. See Numbers 22:36-23:6 Notice the blessing Numbers 23: 7  And he took up his parable, 

and said, Balak the king of Moab hath brought me from Aram, out of the mountains of the east, 

saying, Come, curse me Jacob, and come, defy Israel.  8  How shall I curse, whom God hath not 

cursed? or how shall I defy, whom the LORD hath not defied?  9  For from the top of the rocks I see 

him, and from the hills I behold him: lo, the people shall dwell alone, and shall not be reckoned 

among the nations.  10  Who can count the dust of Jacob, and the number of the fourth part of 

Israel? Let me die the death of the righteous, and let my last end be like his!  

 This did not please Balak so he took him to another place with the same results of blessing and not 

curse.  

 We wee the blessing in Numbers 23:24  Behold, the people shall rise up as a great lion, and lift up 

himself as a young lion: he shall not lie down until he eat of the prey, and drink the blood of the 

slain.  

 One thing I will say for this situation is that Balak is determined. Notice Number 23:27  And Balak 

said unto Balaam, Come, I pray thee, I will bring thee unto another place... This is the third place but 

Balaam has realized the futility of asking God to allow him to curse them at last. Numbers 24:1  And 

when Balaam saw that it pleased the LORD to bless Israel, he went not, as at other times, to seek for 

enchantments, but he set his face toward the wilderness. Again, God opens his mouth with blessing for 

the third time. Every time that Balaam opened his mouth, God would fill it with words of blessings. 

There is a fourth parable of blessing or prophecy recorded in Numbers 24:15-25. 

 

VII- Council of Baalam: 

 Baalam was never allowed by God to curse the children of Israel but in some ways, he did 

something far worse. He counseled the Moabites how to destroy them from within by their own lust. 

Numbers 25:1-3  And Israel abode in Shittim, and the people began to commit whoredom with the 

daughters of Moab.  2  And they called the people unto the sacrifices of their gods: and the people did 

eat, and bowed down to their gods.  3  And Israel joined himself unto Baalpeor: and the anger of the 

LORD was kindled against Israel. 

 We know Baalam was the one who advised them to do this by Numbers 31:16  Behold, these 

caused the children of Israel, through the counsel of Balaam, to commit trespass against the LORD 

in the matter of Peor, and there was a plague among the congregation of the LORD. 

 Baalam’s death is recorded in Numbers 31:8  And they slew the kings of Midian... Balaam also the 

son of Beor they slew with the sword. 

 Still in some ways, Balaam lives on in what is called his doctrine. Speaking to the church at 

Pergamos  Jesus said in Revelation 2:14 But I have a few things against thee, because thou hast there 

them that hold the doctrine of Balaam, who taught Balac to cast a stumblingblock before the children 

of Israel, to eat things sacrificed unto idols, and to commit fornication. This doctrine is the tearing 

down of the church from within by compromise. We also see that the error of Balaam is also with us 

today as well.  Jude 1:11  Woe unto them! for they have gone in the way of Cain, and ran greedily 

after the error of Balaam for reward.... This error is selling out ourselves and the gospel for gain.  


