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Way Point 4 

An Ark, a Flood and a Rainbow 

Story of the Flood and the Promise 

 

 The perfect creation of the Creator has been marred by the fall. 

Violence has spread over the earth as men move away from God in their 

belief and practices. God had sorrowed over creating man in the first 

place. God has had enough. 

 As God looked around we are told that a man named Noah found 

grace in His eyes. (See Gen 6:8) God is going to use this one man and 

his family to preserve not only human life but the lives of all the animals 

on the earth.  

 

I- An Ark:  

 The story of the Ark is not a long story but it tells us a lot in a few 

verses.  

 Genesis 6:13-21  And God said unto Noah, The end of all flesh is 

come before me; for the earth is filled with violence through them; 

and, behold, I will destroy them with the earth.  14  Make thee an ark 

of gopher wood; rooms shalt thou make in the ark, and shalt pitch it 

within and without with pitch.  15  And this is the fashion which thou 

shalt make it of: The length of the ark shall be three hundred cubits, 

the breadth of it fifty cubits, and the height of it thirty cubits.  16  A 

window shalt thou make to the ark, and in a cubit shalt thou finish it 

above; and the door of the ark shalt thou set in the side thereof; with 

lower, second, and third stories shalt thou make it.  17  And, behold, I, 

even I, do bring a flood of waters upon the earth, to destroy all flesh, 

wherein is the breath of life, from under heaven; and every thing that 

is in the earth shall die.  18  But with thee will I establish my covenant; 

and thou shalt come into the ark, thou, and thy sons, and thy wife, and 

thy sons' wives with thee.  19  And of every living thing of all flesh, two 

of every sort shalt thou bring into the ark, to keep them alive with thee; 

they shall be male and female.  20  Of fowls after their kind, and of 

cattle after their kind, of every creeping thing of the earth after his 

kind, two of every sort shall come unto thee, to keep them alive.  21  

And take thou unto thee of all food that is eaten, and thou shalt gather 

it to thee; and it shall be for food for thee, and for them. 

 God gives Noah the size and shape of the ark. It is remarkable in 

many ways. for some information concerning the ark. 

 Have you ever wondered what the ark looked like? We see it 

pictured many different ways in artist conceptions of it. In Search of 

Noah’s Ark by Dave Balsiger and Charles E. Sellier said, “It has seldom 
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Coordinates: 

Genesis 6:13-9:17 

 

Sights to See: 

1- The Ark was prepared by 

the hand of Noah to preserve 

life both human and animal 

from the judgment of God. 

2- The plans God gave Noah 

for the construction of the 

Ark is perfect for the task of 

preserving life.   

3- God’s judgment on sin is a 

serious matter and sin is still 

serious matter to God and we 

should therefore not take it 

lightly.  

4- God opened up the flood of 

water that He had held at bay 

before this time just as He 

hold the oceans at the 

shoreline today. 

5- God’s promises are true 

and faithful. He has sent local 

floods but never again will 

water destroy the entire earth. 

6- The flood explains a lot 

about what men find and calls 

it evident for evolution. When 

men do not believe in God 

they will swallow almost 

anything to keep from having 

to face the fact that God 

exists. 

 

been pictured by artists as it really appeared—a rather ugly, barge-like 

rectangular box.” (p 111) 

 Henry Morris says, “According to God’s instructions, the Ark was 

to be designed for capacity and floating stability rather than for speed 

or navigability.” (The Genesis Record, p181) 

 The Ark was not designed to make a journey from point A to point 

B. It was designed to float and preserve life. So how big was this 

boat? The Bible says, “The length of the ark shall be three hundred 

cubits, the breadth of it fifty cubits, and the height of it thirty 

cubits.” 
 Look at the following to help us understand a cubit. I pulled these 

numbers from The Genesis Record. 

 Babylonian cubit 19.8 inches 

 Egyptian Cubits 20.65 inches (long) 

    17.6 inches (short) 

 Hebrew Cubits 20.4 inches (long) 

    17.5 inches (common) 

 Another   24 inches  

Henry Morris says: “Most writers believe the Biblical cubit to be 18 

inches.” (p 181) 

 He goes on to say: 

“To be very conservative, assume the cubit to have been only 17.5 

inches, the shortest of all cubits, so far as is known. In that case, the 

Ark would have been 438 feet long, 72.9 feet wide, and 43.8 feet high. 

I can be shown hydrodynamically that a gigantic box of such 

dimensions would be exceeding stable, almost impossible to capsize. 

Even in a sea of gigantic waves, the ark could be tilted through any 

angle up to just short of 90
0 

and would immediately thereafter right 

itself again.” 

 The ark was a three story wonder with a row of windows around 

the top.  

 There are some who claim that Noah could not have gotten all the 

animals gathered for this endeavor. I underlined a key thought in the 

text above. God told Noah the animals, “...shall come unto thee...”  

God brought the animals to Noah. There was only one way into the 

ark for these animals. There was a door in one of the sides of the ark 

for entry.  

 Now is a good time to ask and answer the question of how many 

of each animal was on board the ark. Most people believe it was only 

two. Notice what the Bible says however. Genesis 7:2-3  “Of every clean beast thou shalt take to thee by 

sevens, the male and his female: and of beasts that are not clean by two, the male and his female.  3  Of 

fowls also of the air by sevens, the male and the female; to keep seed alive upon the face of all the earth.”  
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 Could all of these fit onto the ark? Harold Willmington in his guide to the Bible says: 

“How did Noah possible pack all of these animal on board? First it must be asked how many animals were 

involved here? Millions? Hundreds of thousands? Hardly. One of America’s leading systematic taxonomist 

lists the following numbers for animals species according to the best estimates of modern taxonomy: 

 Mammals ................................. 3,500 

 Birds ........................................ 8,600 

 Reptiles and amphibians ........... 5,500 

 Worms ................................... 25,500 

Taking this into consideration, one may reasonably conclude that no more than 35,000 individual vertebrate 

animals the size of a sheep (overall average) boarded the Ark. It has been estimated that a modern train 

haling 150 boxcars could easily handle these animals. But the Ark had a carrying capacity of more than 520 

stock cars!” (Willmington’s Guide to the Bible, p 29). 

 So from east, west, north and south the animal come to the Ark. Notice Genesis 7:13-16 “In the 

selfsame day entered Noah, and Shem, and Ham, and Japheth, the sons of Noah, and Noah's wife, and the 

three wives of his sons with them, into the ark;  14  They, and every beast after his kind, and all the cattle 

after their kind, and every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth after his kind, and every fowl after his 

kind, every bird of every sort.  15  And they went in unto Noah into the ark, two and two of all flesh, wherein 

is the breath of life.  16  And they that went in, went in male and female of all flesh, as God had commanded 

him: and the LORD shut him in.” God closed the door and sealed the ark up for the coming deluge.  

 

II- A Flood: 

 The Ark is sealed, the rain is coming in a matter not seen before nor seen after.  

 Genesis 7:10-12  And it came to pass after seven days, that the waters of the flood were upon the 

earth.  11  In the six hundredth year of Noah's life, in the second month, the seventeenth day of the month, 

the same day were all the fountains of the great deep broken up, and the windows of heaven were opened.  12  

And the rain was upon the earth forty days and forty nights. 

 The pre-flood earth was much different than today. There was a canopy of vapor above the earth. In 

addition to this there were great depths of water beneath the earth. Morris says this, “constituted the vast 

vaporous canopy which maintained the earth as a beautiful greenhouse, preventing cold temperatures and 

therefore preventing wind and rain storms. Being in the vapor state, it was invisible and fully transparent, but 

nevertheless contained vast quantities of water extending far out into space.” (p 194). 

 The water in subterranean rivers and lakes was also a source of water on the earth. If we rightly 

understand this it is as God created the earth He created all the water that would be part of this deluge. 

 Genesis 7:17-24  And the flood was forty days upon the earth; and the waters increased, and bare up 

the ark, and it was lift up above the earth.  18  And the waters prevailed, and were increased greatly upon the 

earth; and the ark went upon the face of the waters.  19  And the waters prevailed exceedingly upon the 

earth; and all the high hills, that were under the whole heaven, were covered.  20  Fifteen cubits upward did 

the waters prevail; and the mountains were covered.  21  And all flesh died that moved upon the earth, both 

of fowl, and of cattle, and of beast, and of every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth, and every man:  

22  All in whose nostrils was the breath of life, of all that was in the dry land, died.  23  And every living 

substance was destroyed which was upon the face of the ground, both man, and cattle, and the creeping 

things, and the fowl of the heaven; and they were destroyed from the earth: and Noah only remained alive, 
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and they that were with him in the ark.  24  And the waters prevailed upon the earth an hundred and fifty 

days. 

 There is no doubt that God caused a world wide flood to occur. The Bible says the mountains were 

covered and all the land animals died.  

 So now Noah and his family are in a world that lies silent except for the sounds of the animals in the ark 

and their own voices and noise. There are no seashores for the water to lap upon and no mountains that contain 

babbling streams of music. There are not trees for the wind to rustle through nor nesting birds to sing. The 

world is covered with water.  

 Noah and his family will be on the ark for an entire year.  

 Notice the story of his time of departure and how he arrived at the time. Genesis 8:1-19  And God 

remembered Noah, and every living thing, and all the cattle that was with him in the ark: and God made a 

wind to pass over the earth, and the waters asswaged;  2  The fountains also of the deep and the windows of 

heaven were stopped, and the rain from heaven was restrained;  3  And the waters returned from off the 

earth continually: and after the end of the hundred and fifty days the waters were abated.  4  And the ark 

rested in the seventh month, on the seventeenth day of the month, upon the mountains of Ararat.  5  And the 

waters decreased continually until the tenth month: in the tenth month, on the first day of the month, were 

the tops of the mountains seen.  6  And it came to pass at the end of forty days, that Noah opened the window 

of the ark which he had made:  7  And he sent forth a raven, which went forth to and fro, until the waters 

were dried up from off the earth.  8  Also he sent forth a dove from him, to see if the waters were abated from 

off the face of the ground;  9  But the dove found no rest for the sole of her foot, and she returned unto him 

into the ark, for the waters were on the face of the whole earth: then he put forth his hand, and took her, and 

pulled her in unto him into the ark.  10  And he stayed yet other seven days; and again he sent forth the dove 

out of the ark;  11  And the dove came in to him in the evening; and, lo, in her mouth was an olive leaf 

pluckt off: so Noah knew that the waters were abated from off the earth.  12  And he stayed yet other seven 

days; and sent forth the dove; which returned not again unto him any more.  13  And it came to pass in the 

six hundredth and first year, in the first month, the first day of the month, the waters were dried up from off 

the earth: and Noah removed the covering of the ark, and looked, and, behold, the face of the ground was 

dry.  14  And in the second month, on the seven and twentieth day of the month, was the earth dried.  15  And 

God spake unto Noah, saying,  16  Go forth of the ark, thou, and thy wife, and thy sons, and thy sons' wives 

with thee.  17  Bring forth with thee every living thing that is with thee, of all flesh, both of fowl, and of 

cattle, and of every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth; that they may breed abundantly in the earth, 

and be fruitful, and multiply upon the earth.  18  And Noah went forth, and his sons, and his wife, and his 

sons' wives with him:  19  Every beast, every creeping thing, and every fowl, and whatsoever creepeth upon 

the earth, after their kinds, went forth out of the ark.  

 So the flood has come and gone with only eight souls surviving. The human race all trace back to this 

man name Noah and his family.  

 

III- A Rainbow: 

 Genesis 8:20-22 “ And Noah builded an altar unto the LORD; and took of every clean beast, and of 

every clean fowl, and offered burnt offerings on the altar. 21 And the LORD smelled a sweet savour; and the 

LORD said in his heart, I will not again curse the ground any more for man's sake; for the imagination of 

man's heart is evil from his youth; neither will I again smite any more every thing living, as I have done.  22  
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While the earth remaineth, seedtime and harvest, and cold and heat, and summer and winter, and day and 

night shall not cease.” 

 As Noah comes off the ark we see him building an altar to make a sacrifice to God. Here is seen one of 

the purposes of the seven animals that were taken on the ark of the clean animals. Noah now offers some of the 

animals to God for a sacrifice. This may seem a small thing but it shows God’s forethought into every detail. 

 In addition we see that there is a promise of the seasons contained here as well in verse 22. 

 But the greatest promise is the sign that God gave Noah in Genesis 9. Genesis 9:8-17 gives us the 

account of the Noahic covenant that has a rainbow for a sign. 

 Genesis 9:8-17  And God spake unto Noah, and to his sons with him, saying,  9  And I, behold, I 

establish my covenant with you, and with your seed after you;  10  And with every living creature that is with 

you, of the fowl, of the cattle, and of every beast of the earth with you; from all that go out of the ark, to every 

beast of the earth.  11  And I will establish my covenant with you; neither shall all flesh be cut off any more 

by the waters of a flood; neither shall there any more be a flood to destroy the earth.  12  And God said, This 

is the token of the covenant which I make between me and you and every living creature that is with you, for 

perpetual generations:  13  I do set my bow in the cloud, and it shall be for a token of a covenant between me 

and the earth.  14  And it shall come to pass, when I bring a cloud over the earth, that the bow shall be seen 

in the cloud:  15  And I will remember my covenant, which is between me and you and every living creature 

of all flesh; and the waters shall no more become a flood to destroy all flesh.  16  And the bow shall be in the 

cloud; and I will look upon it, that I may remember the everlasting covenant between God and every living 

creature of all flesh that is upon the earth.  17  And God said unto Noah, This is the token of the covenant, 

which I have established between me and all flesh that is upon the earth.” 

 Noah and his family entered into a totally different world. The changes upon the earth were drastic. The 

land that had been relatively flat now was mountainous. The climate would no longer be a perfect climate but 

have harsh heat and cold. Adam now is walking on lands in which animals that were trapped by the flood 

waters and covered are fossils for modern man.  

 I leave this Way Point with the words of Henry Morris again. 

 The fossils in this geological column, however, speak eloquently of death, and therefore they must 

have been deposited after Adam’s fall and God’s curse. Thus, both the Biblical and scientific data, 

rightly understood, show that the earth’s great fossil graveyards must for the most part  have been buried 

by the Flood and its after-effects. The record of the rocks is not a testimony to evolution, but rather to 

God’s sovereign power and judgment on sin.” (p 213) 

 

  


