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Way Point 32 

Let My People Go 

Story of Contest between Moses and Pharaoh 

 

 Moses, after forty years in the wilderness, at the age of eighty is being 

sent by God back to Egypt as their deliver. Exodus 7:7  And Moses was 

fourscore years old [80], and Aaron fourscore and three years old, when 

they spake unto Pharaoh. He has tried to excuse his way out of the job but 

God provided for each of these excuses.  

 

I- Moses Departs for Egypt: 

 Moses departs from Jethro his father in law.  Exodus 4:19  And the 

LORD said unto Moses in Midian, Go, return into Egypt: for all the men 

are dead which sought thy life.  20  And Moses took his wife and his 

sons, and set them upon an ass, and he returned to the land of Egypt: 

and Moses took the rod of God in his hand.  He had the rod that God had 

turned into a serpent with him. 

 

II- The Firstborn Plea and Promise: 

 Moses is told that he was to tell Pharaoh that if he refused to let Israel 

go that it would cost him his first-born. This took place prior to him being 

even going to Pharaoh the first time. Notice also that God told Moses that 

he would not listen and would not let the people go. 

 Exodus 4:21  And the LORD said unto Moses, When thou goest to 

return into Egypt, see that thou do all those wonders before Pharaoh, 

which I have put in thine hand: but I will harden his heart, that he shall 

not let the people go.  22  And thou shalt say unto Pharaoh, Thus saith 

the LORD, Israel is my son, even my firstborn:  23  And I say unto thee, 

Let my son go, that he may serve me: and if thou refuse to let him go, 

behold, I will slay thy son, even thy firstborn.  

 

III- Aaron Sent: 

 As promised when Moses was excusing himself God sent Aaron to 

speak for him. Exodus 4:27-28  And the LORD said to Aaron, Go into the 

wilderness to meet Moses. And he went, and met him in the mount of 

God, and kissed him.  28  And Moses told Aaron all the words of the 

LORD who had sent him, and all the signs which he had commanded 

him. 

 

IV- Accepted by the People: 

 Remember one of the concerns of Moses was that he would not be 

accepted. God had prepared the hearts of the people to receive Moses.  
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Coordinates: 

Exodus 4:19-12:36 

 

Sights to See: 

1- God gives power and 

authority with men as He needs. 

(HCSB)  For if I boast some 

more about our authority, which 

the Lord gave for building you 

up and not for tearing you 

down, I am not ashamed.  

2- Just because the burden of 

life increases this does not 

mean that God does not hear. 

3- God continually renewed 

His promises, not so they 

would be more secure, but 

because men need to 

continually hear them. 

4- The truth of this matter of 

the contest between God and 

the gods of Egypt is apply 

stated in Isaiah 44:6  Thus 

saith the LORD the King of 

Israel, and his redeemer the 

LORD of hosts; I am the first, 

and I am the last; and beside me 

there is no God. 

5- The Passover should always 

be a reminder that the 

salvation plan of God, [that 

being the death burial and 

resurrection of Christ] was not 

an afterthought but was in fact 

the plan from the foundation of 

the world. 

6- God keeps His promises. 

 

 

 

 

 Exodus 4:29-31  And Moses and Aaron went and gathered 

together all the elders of the children of Israel:  30  And Aaron 

spake all the words which the LORD had spoken unto Moses, and 

did the signs in the sight of the people.  31  And the people 

believed: and when they heard that the LORD had visited the 

children of Israel, and that he had looked upon their affliction, 

then they bowed their heads and worshipped. 

 

V- Let My People Go! 

 Moses then goes into the presence of Pharaoh with the demand 

from God.  Exodus 5:1-3  And afterward Moses and Aaron went 

in, and told Pharaoh, Thus saith the LORD God of Israel, Let my 

people go, that they may hold a feast unto me in the wilderness.  2  

And Pharaoh said, Who is the LORD, that I should obey his voice 

to let Israel go? I know not the LORD, neither will I let Israel go.  

3  And they said, The God of the Hebrews hath met with us: let us 

go, we pray thee, three days' journey into the desert, and sacrifice 

unto the LORD our God; lest he fall upon us with pestilence, or 

with the sword. 

 Pharaoh was not accustom to anyone and certainly not this man 

who claimed to represent the God of the captives telling him what 

he was going to do. Besides that he was told if he didn’t that this 

God, would bring pestilence upon him.  

 

VI- Burden Increased: 

 The reaction of Pharaoh was to increase the burden of the 

Hebrew slaves. 

 Exodus 5:5  And Pharaoh said, Behold, the people of the land 

now are many, and ye make them rest from their burdens.  6  And 

Pharaoh commanded the same day the taskmasters of the people, 

and their officers, saying,  7  Ye shall no more give the people 

straw to make brick, as heretofore: let them go and gather straw 

for themselves.  8  And the tale of the bricks, which they did make 

heretofore, ye shall lay upon them; ye shall not diminish ought 

thereof: for they be idle; therefore they cry, saying, Let us go and 

sacrifice to our God.   

 Not only were they now to have to gather their own straw but 

the number of bricks required each day was not reduced. The 

burden was even greater now. This burden made life, already 

difficult, even more difficult for the Hebrews. 
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VII- Promise Renewed by God: 

 Moses meets with God and tells Him that he has spoken and God has not delivered but the burden 

has grown heavier. God restates the promise in Exodus 6. Exodus 6:1  says Then the LORD said unto 

Moses, Now shalt thou see what I will do to Pharaoh: for with a strong hand shall he let them go, and 

with a strong hand shall he drive them out of his land. God tells again of His covenant promise to the 

forefathers of Moses. 

 Moses, that had been received at first, in now rejected by the children of Israel. Exodus 6:9  And 

Moses spake so unto the children of Israel: but they hearkened not unto Moses for anguish of spirit, 

and for cruel bondage. 

 After this rejections Moses doubts that Pharaoh will listen to him. God tells him that He would 

harden Pharaoh’s heart and before all was finished, the Egyptians will know that He is Lord. 

 Exodus 7:3-5  And I will harden Pharaoh's heart, and multiply my signs and my wonders in the 

land of Egypt.  4  But Pharaoh shall not hearken unto you, that I may lay my hand upon Egypt, and 

bring forth mine armies, and my people the children of Israel, out of the land of Egypt by great 

judgments.  5  And the Egyptians shall know that I am the LORD, when I stretch forth mine hand 

upon Egypt, and bring out the children of Israel from among them. 

 The purpose of this all was so that the Egyptians, and the children of Israel, would know that He and 

He alone was and is God.  

 

VIII- Moses Rod Turns to Serpent: 

 The first contest that takes place is an interesting story within itself. Notice Exodus 7:8-14  And the 

LORD spake unto Moses and unto Aaron, saying,  9  When Pharaoh shall speak unto you, saying, 

Shew a miracle for you: then thou shalt say unto Aaron, Take thy rod, and cast it before Pharaoh, 

and it shall become a serpent.  10  And Moses and Aaron went in unto Pharaoh, and they did so as 

the LORD had commanded: and Aaron cast down his rod before Pharaoh, and before his servants, 

and it became a serpent.  11  Then Pharaoh also called the wise men and the sorcerers: now the 

magicians of Egypt, they also did in like manner with their enchantments.  12  For they cast down 

every man his rod, and they became serpents: but Aaron's rod swallowed up their rods.  13  And he 

hardened Pharaoh's heart, that he hearkened not unto them; as the LORD had said.  14  And the 

LORD said unto Moses, Pharaoh's heart is hardened, he refuseth to let the people go. 

 The magicians were deceptive but the rod of Moses ate the serpents of the sorcerers. Still seeing this 

did not move Pharaoh to let the children go.   

 

IX- God Against gods: 

 Thus begins what will be a total of ten plagues upon the land of Egypt. This was not just a random 

set of events but was a contest whereby the God of Israel, the one true and living God, showed that the 

gods of Egypt were no gods at all and that He was God. I offer the following chart that I compiled from 

Willmington’s Guide to the Bible material. I have interwoven the key verse of each contest into the 

chart. 
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 Plague  Text  Key Verse:  god of Egypt: 
1- Water into Blood Ex 7:15-25  Ex 7:20 Osiris- god of the nile 

 Exodus 7:20  And Moses and Aaron did so, as the LORD commanded; and he lifted up the rod, 

and smote the waters that were in the river, in the sight of Pharaoh, and in the sight of his servants; 

and all the waters that were in the river were turned to blood. 

2- Frogs   Ex 8:1-15 Ex 8:6  Hekt- frog goddess 

 Exodus 8:6  And Aaron stretched out his hand over the waters of Egypt; and the frogs came up, 

and covered the land of Egypt. 

3- Lice   Ex 8:16-19 Ex 8:17 Seb- the earth god 

 Exodus 8:17  And they did so; for Aaron stretched out his hand with his rod, and smote the dust 

of the earth, and it became lice in man, and in beast; all the dust of the land became lice throughout 

all the land of Egypt. 

4- Flies   Ex 8:20-32 Ex 8:24 Hatkok- the wife of Osiris 

 Exodus 8:24  And the LORD did so; and there came a grievous swarm of flies into the house of 

Pharaoh, and into his servants' houses, and into all the land of Egypt: the land was corrupted by 

reason of the swarm of flies. 

5- Cattle Disease  Ex 9:1-7 Ex 9:6  Apis- the sacred bull god 

 Exodus 9:6  And the LORD did that thing on the morrow, and all the cattle of Egypt died: but of 

the cattle of the children of Israel died not one. 

6- Boils   Ex 9:8-12 Ex 9:10 Typhon- god of health 

 Exodus 9:10  And they took ashes of the furnace, and stood before Pharaoh; and Moses sprinkled 

it up toward heaven; and it became a boil breaking forth with blains upon man, and upon beast. 

7- Hail with fire  Ex 9:13-35 Ex 9:24 Shu- the god of the atmosphere 

 Exodus 9:24  So there was hail, and fire mingled with the hail, very grievous, such as there was 

none like it in all the land of Egypt since it became a nation. 

8- Locust   Ex 10:1-20 Ex 10:13 Serapia- the god who protected from locust 

 Exodus 10:13  And Moses stretched forth his rod over the land of Egypt, and the LORD brought 

an east wind upon the land all that day, and all that night; and when it was morning, the east wind 

brought the locusts. 

9- Darkness  Ex 10:21-29 Ex 10:22 Ra- the sun god 

 Exodus 10:22  And Moses stretched forth his hand toward heaven; and there was a thick darkness 

in all the land of Egypt three days: 

10- Death of Firstborn Ex 11:1-12:29 Ex 12:29 Pharaoh as a god and all gods 

 Exodus 12:29  And it came to pass, that at midnight the LORD smote all the firstborn in the land 

of Egypt, from the firstborn of Pharaoh that sat on his throne unto the firstborn of the captive that 

was in the dungeon; and all the firstborn of cattle. 

 This last plague also gives us what is probably the most important Jewish festival. This is the only 

one of the Jewish feasts that pre-dates the Law of Moses. This is the Passover. Notice with me the 

reading in Exodus 12:3-14  Speak ye unto all the congregation of Israel, saying, In the tenth day of 

this month they shall take to them every man a lamb, according to the house of their fathers, a lamb 

for an house:  4  And if the household be too little for the lamb, let him and his neighbour next unto 
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his house take it according to the number of the souls; every man according to his eating shall make 

your count for the lamb.  5  Your lamb shall be without blemish, a male of the first year: ye shall take 

it out from the sheep, or from the goats:  6  And ye shall keep it up until the fourteenth day of the 

same month: and the whole assembly of the congregation of Israel shall kill it in the evening.  7  And 

they shall take of the blood, and strike it on the two side posts and on the upper door post of the 

houses, wherein they shall eat it.  8  And they shall eat the flesh in that night, roast with fire, and 

unleavened bread; and with bitter herbs they shall eat it.  9  Eat not of it raw, nor sodden at all with 

water, but roast with fire; his head with his legs, and with the purtenance thereof.  10  And ye shall let 

nothing of it remain until the morning; and that which remaineth of it until the morning ye shall 

burn with fire.  11  And thus shall ye eat it; with your loins girded, your shoes on your feet, and your 

staff in your hand; and ye shall eat it in haste: it is the LORD'S passover.  12  For I will pass through 

the land of Egypt this night, and will smite all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both man and beast; 

and against all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgment: I am the LORD.  13  And the blood shall be 

to you for a token upon the houses where ye are: and when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and 

the plague shall not be upon you to destroy you, when I smite the land of Egypt.  14  And this day 

shall be unto you for a memorial; and ye shall keep it a feast to the LORD throughout your 

generations; ye shall keep it a feast by an ordinance for ever. 

 The reason this is the most important is that it sets forth the redemption plan of God by the blood of 

the Lamb. The Passover points to the Lord Jesus coming in a very picturesque and dramatic way. He is 

our Passover sacrificed for us, the perfect Lamb of God. 

 

X- Paid to Leave: 

 The following events took place in the middle of the night. Remember the children of Israel were to 

eat the Passover not in a casual manner but dress to travel.  

 Exodus 12:30-36 And Pharaoh rose up in the night, he, and all his servants, and all the 

Egyptians; and there was a great cry in Egypt; for there was not a house where there was not one 

dead.  31  And he called for Moses and Aaron by night, and said, Rise up, and get you forth from 

among my people, both ye and the children of Israel; and go, serve the LORD, as ye have said.  32  

Also take your flocks and your herds, as ye have said, and be gone; and bless me also.  33  And the 

Egyptians were urgent upon the people, that they might send them out of the land in haste; for they 

said, We be all dead men.  34  And the people took their dough before it was leavened, their 

kneadingtroughs being bound up in their clothes upon their shoulders.  35  And the children of Israel 

did according to the word of Moses; and they borrowed of the Egyptians jewels of silver, and jewels of 

gold, and raiment:  36  And the LORD gave the people favour in the sight of the Egyptians, so that 

they lent unto them such things as they required. And they spoiled the Egyptians. 

 The Egyptians were under such fear and stress that they literally paid the Children of Israel to leave. 

God had told Moses while he was still in the wilderness that they would leave with all the spoils of 

Egypt. What purpose was all this in the exodus you may ask. These items were to be used to build the 

tabernacle of God. God is  well planned and purposed in orchestrating the events of history. 

  


