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Way Point 3 

When He is Dead It Will Come 

Story of Adam’s Children Until the Flood 

 

 The creation has become tainted by sin. The first murder has taken 

place when Cain killed Abel. Where will this sin lead? How far away from 

God will men stray? This is the story of Adam’s children from the fall to 

the flood. I have entitled it When He is Dead It Will Come based on the 

naming of Methuselah. However, before we get to Methuselah we have a 

lot of territory to cover in this Way Point.  

 

I- A Mark and a Wife for Cain: 4:11-17 

 After the murder of his brother Cain feared for his life. One thing that 

is obvious is that Adam and Eve had more children than these two because 

Cain feared that one of his brothers would kill him. (see verse 14) God 

places a mark on him, no it was not he became a black man, to protect 

him. We do not know what the mark was but early men understood it. 

Notice the story from the Scriptures.  

 Genesis 4:11-15  “And now art thou cursed from the earth, which 

hath opened her mouth to receive thy brother's blood from thy hand;  12  

When thou tillest the ground, it shall not henceforth yield unto thee her 

strength; a fugitive and a vagabond shalt thou be in the earth.  13  And 

Cain said unto the LORD, My punishment is greater than I can bear.  

14  Behold, thou hast driven me out this day from the face of the earth; 

and from thy face shall I be hid; and I shall be a fugitive and a 

vagabond in the earth; and it shall come to pass, that every one that 

findeth me shall slay me.  15  And the LORD said unto him, Therefore 

whosoever slayeth Cain, vengeance shall be taken on him sevenfold. 

And the LORD set a mark upon Cain, lest any finding him should kill 

him.”   

 One of the most oft asked question is where Cain got him wife. Notice 

Genesis 4:16-17 “And Cain went out from the presence of the LORD, 

and dwelt in the land of Nod, on the east of Eden.  17  And Cain knew 

his wife; and she conceived, and bare Enoch: and he builded a city, and 

called the name of the city, after the name of his son, Enoch.” 

 Now without tarrying here at this point long please understand that 

Cain took a wife from the children of Adam and Eve or possibly from the 

grandchildren of Adam and Eve. Remember there are no other humans on 

earth. The problems of genetics were unknown this early from the fall. 

And as late as Abraham you will recall that he married his half sister.  
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Coordinates: 

Genesis 4:11-6:14 

 

Sights to See: 

1- The question of where 

Cain got his wife is an easy 

one to answer after all.  

2- The plans of God will not 

be nullified by any action of 

men, such as the death of 

Abel.  

3- God’s heart has always 

been broken by the sin and 

rebellion of man. He knows 

sin is destruction and wants 

the best for man.  

4- God has always been a 

God of grace. Noah found 

grace but remember it was 

an act of grace when God 

drove Adam and Eve from 

the Garden. 

5- God has always kept and 

will always keep His 

promises and bring to pass 

events in accordance to His 

will and way.  

 

 

II- Restoration of the Seed for the Promise: 4:25-26 

 God, as He talked with Eve in the garden after the fall there is a 

recorded a verse that is a promise of a coming redeemer in the lineage 

of man.  Genesis 3:15  “And I will put enmity between thee and the 

woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, 

and thou shalt bruise his heel.” The problem is the righteous line of 

Abel has been destroyed. The one through which Messiah would have 

descended.  Notice God is always one step ahead of Satan as he tries to 

destroy the line and thereby destroy the promise. Genesis 4:25-26 

“And Adam knew his wife again; and she bare a son, and called his 

name Seth: For God, said she, hath appointed me another seed 

instead of Abel, whom Cain slew.  26  And to Seth, to him also there 

was born a son; and he called his name Enos: then began men to 

call upon the name of the LORD.” 

 The righteous line is restored and the seed of the promise is sure. 

The line of Seth will be traced until the coming of Messiah but the line 

of Cain will only go a few generations. (see Genesis 4:16-24) Please 

do not get confused by the fact that in both lines we have men by the 

same name. (i.e. Enoch of Cain in 4:17 and Enoch of Seth in 5:19 and 

Lamech of Cain in 4:19 and Lamech of Seth in 5:25) The men of 

prominent importance are the line of Seth not Cain. We do notice 

however that in the line of Cain were the fathers of music and metal 

workers. (see Genesis 4:21-22) 

 

III- Birth of a Prophecy: 5:21 

 Genesis 5:21 says, “And Enoch lived sixty and five years, and 

begat Methuselah.” These two men were the 7
th

 and 8
th

 generation of 

man. By the way they are the 58
th
 and 57

th
 generations from Messiah 

in the lineage of Christ. Of special importance is the fact that Enoch 

was a preacher of the judgment and righteousness to come. Jude 1:14-

15  “And Enoch also, the seventh from Adam, prophesied of these, 

saying, Behold, the Lord cometh with ten thousands of his saints,  15  

To execute judgment upon all...” So this man of God, a prophet and preacher names his son Methuselah. 

The name Methuselah literally means, when he is dead it will come. I submit to you that the promise here 

was when Methuselah died the judgment of God would come. The math is amazing. Methuselah has a son at 

the age of 187 (Gen 5:25) and names him Lamech. Lamech has a son at age 182 (Gen 5:28-29) and names 

him Noah. So Methuselah was 369 years old when his grandson Noah was born. We will pick this part of 

the story up in a moment. 

 

IV- A Man Who Didn’t Die: 5:22-24 
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 A foreshadowing of the rapture of the church is found in the life of this man named Enoch. Only two 

times, the other being Elijah, have men been translated into heaven without physical death. Genesis 5:22-24 

“And Enoch walked with God after he begat Methuselah three hundred years, and begat sons and 

daughters:  23  And all the days of Enoch were three hundred sixty and five years:  24  And Enoch 

walked with God: and he was not; for God took him.” 

V- God’s Sorrow at His Creation: 6:5-12 

 After the fall men began to separate themselves as far away from the Creator as they could. They 

became wickeder as time went along. Notice Genesis 6:5-7; 11-12  “And GOD saw that the wickedness of 

man was great in the earth, and that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil 

continually.  6  And it repented the LORD that he had made man on the earth, and it grieved him at his 

heart.  7  And the LORD said, I will destroy man whom I have created from the face of the earth; both 

man, and beast, and the creeping thing, and the fowls of the air; for it repenteth me that I have made 

them.  ... 11  The earth also was corrupt before God, and the earth was filled with violence.  12  And God 

looked upon the earth, and, behold, it was corrupt; for all flesh had corrupted his way upon the earth.” 

 

VI- The Man Who Found Grace: 6:8;13-14 

 The wickedness continues to the point that God wanted to destroy His creation. But notice one of 

greatest verses in the entire Bible. Genesis 6:8  “But Noah found grace in the eyes of the LORD.” By the 

time of Noah not many men were still holding to the belief in the Creator. The righteous seed of Seth and 

the ungodly seed of Cain has comingled to the point of almost no return. We sometimes think that Noah was 

the only righteous man on the earth but I do not think this is totally true. There were few, but others. For 

instance the sons of Noah, the grandfather of Noah, Methuselah is still alive. But God is going to use Noah 

to preserve the human race. Genesis 6:13-14 “And God said unto Noah, The end of all flesh is come 

before me; for the earth is filled with violence through them; and, behold, I will destroy them with the 

earth.  14  Make thee an ark of gopher wood; rooms shalt thou make in the ark, and shalt pitch it within 

and without with pitch.” We will look at this Ark of safety in our next Way Point.  

 

VII- When He is Dead it Will Come: 5:26-27 

 The Bible says that God is longsuffering. As a matter of fact it specially says He is longsuffering as 

illustrated in the times of Noah. 1 Peter 3:20  “Which sometime were disobedient, when once the 

longsuffering of God waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was a preparing, wherein few, that is, 

eight souls were saved by water.” 

 Perhaps the greatest illustration of the longsuffering of God is found in the life of the man who lived the 

longest upon the earth. We regress back into chapter five of Genesis to find the verses that are 

chronologically just before the time Noah enters the ark. Genesis 5:26-27 “And Methuselah lived after he 

begat Lamech seven hundred eighty and two years, and begat sons and daughters:  27 And all the days of 

Methuselah were nine hundred sixty and nine years: and he died.” The next verses in the chronology of 

the Bible are when God calls Noah to come inside the Ark. Methuselah dies and the flood of destruction 

comes.  

 You will remember under our third point in this Way Point Noah was born when Methuselah was 369 

years old. Notice how old Noah was when he entered the Ark. Genesis 7:6  “And Noah was six hundred 

years old when the flood of waters was upon the earth.” God kept His word. 


