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Way Point 21 

Twelve Boys, One Daddy and Four Moms 

Story of the Birth of the Twelve Tribes 

 

 God had promised Abraham that his descendants would be numbered 

as the sand of the sea and stars in the sky. Now after 200 years is this 

promise true. (1927 BC the promise given to Abraham. 1730 BC Jacob 

arrives at Haran) We look at the descendants of Abraham in the covenant 

line and see the following: 

Abraham wife Sarah 

  Isaac (1) wife Rebekah 

   Esau (2) 

   Jacob (3) wife Leah and Rachel 

 Esau’s total lineage listed is only 50 by name even though his 

descendants would become the nation Edom. Jacob was just married 

without children when we left off our last Way Point. There are only three 

descendants in the line of promise. 

 Also, another consideration I concede is the lineage of Abraham 

through Ishmael. The three generations listed, then the line is no longer 

given, are only 16 including Ishmael. There re also the six sons of 

Abraham born to Keturah after Sarah’s death. There are only 16 listed in 

this line as well. So, we can say that two hundred years later there are less 

than a hundred in Abraham’s lineage.  

 Let me make a couple of observations before we move into our Way 

Point text tonight. 

 First, God fulfills His promises on His timetable. I do not mean in any 

way to imply that God had forgotten. Time is of not the same constraint to 

God as it is to men. 

 Second, we may ask why the lineage ended with the other lines of 

Abraham’s descendants. Well that is simply. God did not record all the 

events of history because His ultimate purpose was to show how He was 

working to bring about redemption. We have only a few of the events that 

occurred to the nation of Israel recorded in the larger scope of their history.  

 When we left off our journey at Way Point 20, Jacob had just worked 

seven years thinking he was getting Rachel. Laban deceived him and he 

switched the bride and it was Leah he had married and spent the night with. 

After a week he is given Rachel as his wife as well.  

 Was this god’s perfect plan for Jacob to be a polygamist? I do not think 

we could make that argument at all. The Bible simply records the way that 

it came about and that is not a endorsement of it.  

I- Twelve Sons: 

 I offer the following chart to help us keep score of these twelve sons 
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Coordinates: 

Gen 29:32-30:24; 35:16-18 

 

Sights to See: 

1- God did not condone the 

behavior of Jacob and these 

women He only records it. 

2- Desperation for someone to 

love you can potentially cause 

many problems.  

3- God is keeping his promise 

and has used Jacob’s failures to 

advance his promises. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

that are born to Jacob by four different women. The # before each name is the birth order of the sons. 

They are listed under their mothers in the chart. If you follow, Zilpah down you will find Gad and 

Asher born to her by Jacob. The meaning of each name is given in italics following.  

 

wife Leah Bilhah Zilpah Rachel 
  (Rachel’ (Leah’s 

  handmaid) handmaid) 

son 1-Ruben “see, a son”    Twelve Boys 

 2- Simeon “hearing”     One Daddy 

 3- Levi “joined”     Four Moms 

 4- Judah “praise” 

  5- Dan “judge” 

  6- Naphtali “wrestling” 

   7- Gad “troop” 

   8- Asher “gladness” 

 9- Issachar “he brings wages” 

 10- Zebulun “dwelling” 

    11- Joseph “adding” 

    12- Benjamin “son of my right hand” 

II- The Compassion of God toward Leah: 

 It is obvious that Jacob loved Leah less than he loved Rachel. This 

does not mean he was unkind to her and did not love her but simply 

that his first love was Rachel. Leah knew this as well and lived with it 

her whole life. God loved Leah and was concerned with her. Notice it 

says in Genesis 29:31  And when the LORD saw that Leah was 

hated, he opened her womb: but Rachel was barren. 

 The one thing that Jacob desired out of his marriages was to have 

children. Rachel was barren and Leah was used of God to bring forth 

the first four sons to Jacob. 

 Genesis 29:32-35  And Leah conceived, and bare a son, and she 

called his name Reuben (1): for she said, Surely the LORD hath 

looked upon my affliction; now therefore my husband will love me.  

33  And she conceived again, and bare a son; and said, Because the 

LORD hath heard that I was hated, he hath therefore given me this 

son also: and she called his name Simeon(2).  34  And she conceived 

again, and bare a son; and said, Now this time will my husband be 

joined unto me, because I have born him three sons: therefore was 

his name called Levi(3). 35  And she conceived again, and bare a son: and she said, Now will I 

praise the LORD: therefore she called his name Judah(4); and left bearing. 

 These four sons were born in apparent quick succession. Some speculate as many as one a year. 

After the fourth son was born, we see that she became barren for a period as well.  

 The Reese Chronological Bible dates them Reuben DOB 12/1723; Simeon DOB 11/1722; Levi 

DOB 10/1721; Judah DOB 08/1720. These four sons were given named by their mother based on 
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what she was feeling at the time. Reuben was named because she saw that she had given Jacob a son 

and now she hoped he would love her. When Simeon was born she gave thanks to God for hearing 

her. She named Levi because she felt that Jacob would become more attached to her as this son 

joined them now. Judah name meant praise because she wanted to praise Jehovah for her son. 

II- Rachel’s Envy: 

 Rachel was barren as we know and because of this she envied her sister for being able to do what 

she desperately wanted, to give Jacob children. So just as Abraham and Sarah had done so many 

years before they plot a end run around God to get Rachel a child by a handmaid. One is left to 

wonder what God’s perfect plan was for the birth of the children of Jacob. We only know the muddy 

water of what took place with four women. 

 Genesis 30:1-8  And when Rachel saw that she bare Jacob no children, Rachel envied her 

sister; and said unto Jacob, Give me children, or else I die.  2  And Jacob's anger was kindled 

against Rachel: and he said, Am I in God's stead, who hath withheld from thee the fruit of the 

womb?  3  And she said, Behold my maid Bilhah, go in unto her; and she shall bear upon my 

knees, that I may also have children by her.  4  And she gave him Bilhah her handmaid to wife: 

and Jacob went in unto her.  5  And Bilhah conceived, and bare Jacob a son.  6  And Rachel said, 

God hath judged me, and hath also heard my voice, and hath given me a son: therefore called she 

his name Dan(5).  7  And Bilhah Rachel's maid conceived again, and bare Jacob a second son.  8  

And Rachel said, With great wrestlings have I wrestled with my sister, and I have prevailed: and 

she called his name Naphtali(6).   

 To Rachel’s handmaid are born two of the sons of Jacob. These were his 5
th

 and 6
th

 sons. Their 

names Dan meant judge or justice and Naphtali was named because of the wrestling or conflict that 

Rachel was having with this multi-wife relationship. Dan DOB 10/1720; Naphtali DOB 7/1719.  

III- That’s What You Think: 

 I can imagine the conflict between these two sisters tearing the house apart. Leah, for some 

reason is now unable to conceive, and Jacob is having children that were considered her rival sisters. 

What was she to do. Well, there is an old saying that turn about is fair play. I did not say it was a 

good saying only a saying. She may have thought “that’s what you think,” you are not going to steal 

what little affection Jacob has for me. 

 Genesis 30:9  When Leah saw that she had left bearing, she took Zilpah her maid, and gave 

her Jacob to wife.  10  And Zilpah Leah's maid bare Jacob a son.  11  And Leah said, A troop 

cometh: and she called his name Gad (7).  12  And Zilpah Leah's maid bare Jacob a second son.  

13  And Leah said, Happy am I, for the daughters will call me blessed: and she called his name 

Asher(8).   

 The dating of these births are Gad DOB 10/1719; Asher 5/1718. So now there are a total of eight 

sons born to Jacob. Six by Leah, two by Rachel’s handmaid, and two by Leah’s handmaid. These 

sisters are in a constant state of trying to win or to keep the love of Jacob. Vying for his attention in 

everyway they can. 

IV- Bargaining for Love: 

 The next event recorded for us shows just how sad the situation had become. Rachel is the one 

he loved and seems to be in Jacob’s favor and have control over the situation of where he spent the 

night. Reuben, Leah’s son, at the age of 5 or 6 finds what are called mandrakes in the KJV and many 
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others. It is also translated love fruit and love apples in other translations. We do not know what they 

were for sure. Some claim to know but most say it is uncertain what type of fruit they were. What 

ever they were they apparently were considered a prize because they were though to be an 

aphrodisiac and thought to help with fertility. Rachel wanted to have any help she could because she 

was barren. 

 Genesis 30:14  And Reuben went in the days of wheat harvest, and found mandrakes in the 

field, and brought them unto his mother Leah. Then Rachel said to Leah, Give me, I pray thee, of 

thy son's mandrakes.  15  And she said unto her, Is it a small matter that thou hast taken my 

husband? and wouldest thou take away my son's mandrakes also? And Rachel said, Therefore he 

shall lie with thee to night for thy son's mandrakes.  

 Leah accuses Rachel of stealing her husband and now wanting to steal the mandrakes. So the 

deal is stuck that Leah would get to spend the night with Jacob and Rachel would get the mandrakes. 

None the less God continued to use the sinful ways of Jacob and the women to fulfill His purpose. 

V- Leah’s Next Children: 

 Leah quickly informs Jacob of the bargain she has made with Rachel and he spends the night and 

she again is pregnant by him. Genesis 30:16  And Jacob came out of the field in the evening, and 

Leah went out to meet him, and said, Thou must come in unto me; for surely I have hired thee 

with my son's mandrakes. And he lay with her that night.  17  And God hearkened unto Leah, and 

she conceived, and bare Jacob the fifth son.  18  And Leah said, God hath given me my hire, 

because I have given my maiden to my husband: and she called his name Issachar(9). 19  And 

Leah conceived again, and bare Jacob the sixth son.  20  And Leah said, God hath endued me 

with a good dowry; now will my husband dwell with me, because I have born him six sons: and 

she called his name Zebulun(10).  21  And afterwards she bare a daughter, and called her name 

Dinah. 

 The way the sons are given does not mean that this was the fifth and sixth sons born to Jacob but 

the fifth and sixth born to Leah. Issachar DOB 10/1718 and Zebulun DOB 6/1717 The sadness of the 

whole situation seems to bubble at the surface. Leah keeps wanted love so desperately.  

VI- Rachel’s Firstborn: 

 Still through it all, Jacob never loved any of these women that bore him children like he loved 

Rachel. Rachel had tried everything she could to have a child for Jacob. God had not forgotten her 

however. Genesis 30:22-24  And God remembered Rachel, and God hearkened to her, and opened 

her womb.  23  And she conceived, and bare a son; and said, God hath taken away my reproach:  

24  And she called his name Joseph(11); and said, The LORD shall add to me another son. 

 Joseph DOB 7/1717, is born to Rachel. This brings the total sons now to 11 but remember there 

are twelve tribes of Israel. We have to go forward 17 years with a lot of water under the bridge 

between the brothers to find that the 12
th

 sons born to Jacob was after Joseph was sold into slavery. 

Genesis 35:16-18  And they journeyed from Bethel; and there was but a little way to come to 

Ephrath: and Rachel travailed, and she had hard labour.  17  And it came to pass, when she was 

in hard labour, that the midwife said unto her, Fear not; thou shalt have this son also.  18  And it 

came to pass, as her soul was in departing, (for she died) that she called his name Benoni: but his 

father called him Benjamin(12). Twelve sons, one Daddy and four Moms. The birth of the twelve 

tribes.  


