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Way Point 2
Am | My Brother’s Keeper
Story of the Fall and it’s Results

The Creator created a perfect environment for man to live within.
Adam and his wife Eve are in perfect harmony with their environment
and all the animals around them. There is neither harm nor hurt in the
world.

It is obvious today that something changed as we look at the world in
which we live and the disharmony within it. Our story today is the story
of what happened, what caused all of the problems that we refer to as
evil. We know that evil exist but where did it come from? Let’s look at
what | have entitled, Am | My Brother’s Keeper.

I- God Didn’t Really Say That! Genesis 3:1-7

There is another character that enters the drama in the garden. He is
known by many names; Lucifer, Satan, the Devil, among others. He is
mostly known by his actions. Jesus called him a liar and the father of
lies. Notice the story of the fall recorded for us in Genesis 3. The players
in this drama are Adam, Eve and Satan in the form of the serpent.

Genesis 3:1-7 “Now the serpent was more subtil than any beast of
the field which the LORD God had made. And he said unto the woman,
Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden? 2 And
the woman said unto the serpent, We may eat of the fruit of the trees of
the garden: 3 But of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the
garden, God hath said, Ye shall not eat of it, neither shall ye touch it,
lest ye die. 4 And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely
die: 5 For God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your
eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil. 6
And when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it
was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be desired to make one wise, she
took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave also unto her husband
with her; and he did eat. 7 And the eyes of them both were opened,
and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves
together, and made themselves aprons.”

The serpent began his dialogue with Eve twisting the words of the
Creator and casting doubt about God’s intent toward mankind. He
twisted the conversation around to tell Eve that God was withholding
good things from her. She cast her eyes upon the fruit and was tempted
and succumbed to the temptation. In an instant the environment she was
in when from innocence to sinful, from perfect to flawed, from harmony
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to chaos. A telling part of the story is they understood that their

purity was gone.

The sewing of leaves together is the first act of mankind as he
attempted to cover his sin. | submit it was the first act of false :

salvation.

I1- Trouble In Paradise: Genesis 3:8-19

So the fall of mankind has taken place. What will be the
implications? What will be the results? Notice as our story :

continues.

Genesis 3:8-19 And they heard the voice of the LORD God
walking in the garden in the cool of the day: and Adam and his :
wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God amongst :

the trees of the garden. 9 And the LORD God called unto Adam,

and said unto him, Where art thou? 10 And he said, | heard thy

voice in the garden, and | was afraid, because | was naked; and I

hid myself. 11 And he said, Who told thee that thou wast naked? :
Hast thou eaten of the tree, whereof | commanded thee that thou :
shouldest not eat? 12 And the man said, The woman whom thou
gavest to be with me, she gave me of the tree, and | did eat. 13 :
And the LORD God said unto the woman, What is this that thou

hast done? And the woman said, The serpent beguiled me, and |

did eat. 14 And the LORD God said unto the serpent, Because :
thou hast done this, thou art cursed above all cattle, and above :
every beast of the field; upon thy belly shalt thou go, and dust shalt
thou eat all the days of thy life: 15 And I will put enmity between :
thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall :
bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel. 16 Unto the :
woman he said, | will greatly multiply thy sorrow and thy :
conception; in sorrow thou shalt bring forth children; and thy :
desire shall be to thy husband, and he shall rule over thee. 17 :
And unto Adam he said, Because thou hast hearkened unto the :

voice of thy wife, and hast eaten of the tree, of which I

commanded thee, saying, Thou shalt not eat of it: cursed is the :
ground for thy sake; in sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days of :

thy life; 18 Thorns also and thistles shall it bring forth to thee;
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Coordinates:
Genesis 3:1-4:10

Sights to See: :
1- The explanation of the i
Bible concerning evil is the :
only plausible explanation :
offered anywhere.
2- Even though men try to :
blame their environment for :
their wrong, Adam and Eve
had not such factor and still :
chose sin. Men are
responsible for their own :
actions.
3- The casting out of the:
couple from the Garden i
before they could take of the :
tree of life was certainly an :
act of love and compassion. :
4- Death at the hand of :
another man is common :
place today and shows the :
need we have of redemption :
from the fall.
5- Any act of men’s hands, :
the first being the clothing of :
leaves, is never sufficient to :
cover sin. It takes a blood i
sacrifice to cover sin. :

and thou shalt eat the herb of the field; 19 In the sweat of thy Fereeerrennnneeenereeeerennsssasereeerransssnnsesaererans :
face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return unto the ground; for out of it wast thou taken: for dust thou art,
and unto dust shalt thou return.

The blame game of it is someone else’s fault begins. And we thought it was a new fad of the last few
years. Adam blames Eve, Eve blames the serpent. One of the most remarkable verses in this section is when
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the voice of God came walking in the garden. Did God not know that the fall had taken place? That is
absurd, certainly God knew. He knew before the foundations of the world.

God places a curse on the earth, on the serpent but one thing he does not place a curse upon is man. He
intends to redeem men. Death came spiritually to all men through this act of rebellion by Adam and Eve.
Death would come years later physically to Adam and Eve, or would it?

111- Kicked Out of the Garden: Gen 3:21-24

In the midst of this Garden of Eden that this now fallen couple dwelled in was a tree known as the tree
of life. God is aware that in their fallen state it was going to be a life of struggle. God removed Adam and
Eve from the garden before they could eat of the tree and live forever. What an act of grace and love by
God. No one wants to live in a continual state of death and never be allowed to die. Notice with me. Genesis
3:21-24 Unto Adam also and to his wife did the LORD God make coats of skins, and clothed them. 22
And the LORD God said, Behold, the man is become as one of us, to know good and evil: and now, lest
he put forth his hand, and take also of the tree of life, and eat, and live for ever: 23 Therefore the LORD
God sent him forth from the garden of Eden, to till the ground from whence he was taken. 24 So he
drove out the man; and he placed at the east of the garden of Eden Cherubims, and a flaming sword
which turned every way, to keep the way of the tree of life.

One of the animals, that just a few hours before had been living in paradise, is now sacrificed because of
sin. This is the first blood sacrifice for sin but certainly not the last.

IV- Am | My Brothers Keeper: Gen 4:1-10

Adam and Eve are now spending nights in the darkness and fear, animals that once where their friends
are now their enemies. The pains of childbirth have been placed upon Eve. The next generation arrives.

Genesis 4:1-10 And Adam knew Eve his wife; and she conceived, and bare Cain, and said, | have
gotten a man from the LORD. 2 And she again bare his brother Abel. And Abel was a keeper of sheep,
but Cain was a tiller of the ground. 3 And in process of time it came to pass, that Cain brought of the
fruit of the ground an offering unto the LORD. 4 And Abel, he also brought of the firstlings of his flock
and of the fat thereof. And the LORD had respect unto Abel and to his offering: 5 But unto Cain and to
his offering he had not respect. And Cain was very wroth, and his countenance fell. 6 And the LORD
said unto Cain, Why art thou wroth? and why is thy countenance fallen? 7 If thou doest well, shalt thou
not be accepted? and if thou doest not well, sin lieth at the door. And unto thee shall be his desire, and
thou shalt rule over him. 8 And Cain talked with Abel his brother: and it came to pass, when they were
in the field, that Cain rose up against Abel his brother, and slew him. 9 And the LORD said unto Cain,
Where is Abel thy brother? And he said, I know not: Am | my brother's keeper? 10 And he said, What
hast thou done? the voice of thy brother's blood crieth unto me from the ground.

We can see that the fall has already began to have profound consequences. After the birth of two sons,
and a self willed sacrifice by Cain, we have the first murder in the human family. Cain rises up and begins
what down through out history has been a brutal cycle of men taking the lives of other men. The sad words
echo across the canyon of time that Cain spoke as the blood of his brother lay in a fresh puddle on the
ground, when asked where Abel was he replied, “I know not: Am | my brother's keeper?”

| think these words are a summation of the sad story of lies, deceit, self righteousness, and failure that
we know as the fall of mankind. May | say as we conclude our stop at this Way Point that it is evident that
man fell farther at this fall than most of us realize or can comprehend.
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