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Way Point 11
Pursuing the Lot
Story of Abraham’s Rescue of Lot

We left our last Way Point with the separation of Abraham and his
nephew Lot. Lot, remember, chose the fertile plains and headed toward
Sodom. We discussed the conflict and the choice of Abraham to avoid
conflict with Lot by allowing him to choose last Way Point.

A test of a man, it has been said, is how he treats those who can be of
no benefit to him in any way. Lot moved to the city of Sodom and settled
in. Abraham settles into the nomadic lifestyle as a rich man. I am going to
give the Bible story but with all the names but will underline the focus
which | wish to emphasize.

I- Serving Chedorlaomer:

Genesis 14:1-5 And it came to pass in the days of Amraphel king of
Shinar, Arioch king of Ellasar,_Chedorlaomer king of Elam, and Tidal
king of nations; 2 That these made war with Bera king of Sodom, and
with Birsha king of Gomorrah, Shinab king of Admah, and Shemeber
king of Zeboiim, and the king of Bela, which is Zoar. 3 All these were
joined together in the vale of Siddim, which is the salt sea. 4 Twelve
years they served Chedorlaomer, and in the thirteenth year they rebelled.
5 And in the fourteenth year came Chedorlaomer, and the kings that
were with him, and smote the Rephaims in Ashteroth Karnaim, and the
Zuzims in Ham, and the Emims in Shaveh Kiriathaim,

Did you notice that Lot moved to the city and there he was not free as
he expected to be? Bera was the king of Sodom. Sodom was only a city so
why was he called king? I’m glad you asked.

In early history the kings were rulers of for the most part only a small
territory, say a city and a little of the country side around them. By the time
of Joshua there were some thirty-one kings in the area. (see Joshua 12:9-
24) So, the king of Sodom along with others of the city around them were
invaded and made subservient to Chedorlaomer kind of Elam. By the way
Elam was one of the sons of Shem the line from Noah from which
Abraham and his seed came. So, the man that the city bore the name of was
a distant cousin of Abraham.

These kings or city kings many times would be ruled by others over
them such as the king of Assyria or Babylon. The king of Assyria was
often called king of kings. We know the true King that is over all those of
the earth is none other than the Lord Jesus.
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I1- Rebellion After Fourteen Years:
Genesis 14:5-20 And

that dwelt in Hazezontamar. 8 And there went out the king of

they joined battle with them in the vale of Siddim;

they that remained fled to the mountain.
The cities rebelled against the domination

scattered to the mountains hiding out.

I11- Lot Taken Captive: Gen 14:11-12

Gomorrah, and all their victuals, and went their way. 12 And

his goods, and departed.

The king and his allies raid the city of Sodom and take Lot and :
all his worldly good captive. All that Lot thought he had has now :

instantly been evaporated away. Remember the admonition of our :

Lord, Matthew 6:19-21 Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon : refusing to take the spoils 0f§

earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, and where thieves break  War.

20 But lay up for yourselves treasures in ; /- Abraham knew it was God i

heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where : z;‘ﬁ”r;ﬁ paid his tithe in worship :
21 For where your L . :

y : 8- Our high Priest is of eternal :
This raid was not to destroy the cities but to plunder them and 0:=2ISThgg(tih In existence and in
then retreat. They took all of the food and goods and went on their P :

way. Lot was caught in this raid and taken captive. We can say that
Lot had been taken captive many years before when he moved into
the city that provided an economic opportunity but the cost was

through and steal:

thieves do not break through nor steal:
treasure is, there will your heart be also.

great.
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in_the fourteenth vyear came :
Chedorlaomer, and the kings that were with him, and smote the :
Rephaims in Ashteroth Karnaim, and the Zuzims in Ham, and :
the Emims in Shaveh Kiriathaim, 6 And the Horites in their :
mount Seir, unto Elparan, which is by the wilderness. 7 And
they returned, and came to Enmishpat, which is Kadesh, and :

smote all the country of the Amalekites, and also the Amorites, _ :
: 1- Many times the places we run :
Sodom, and the king of Gomorrah, and the king of Admah, and : to be free are places of captivity :

the king of Zeboiim, and the king of Bela (the same is Zoar;) and | themselves.

9 With : 2- Lotwas captive in this city as
Chedorlaomer the king of Elam, and with Tidal king of nations, : well as by the king. :

and Amraphel king of Shinar, and Arioch king of Ellasar; four : 3- The things of earth that we
. L . - .. : place a great deal of value on :
kings with five. 10 And the vale of Siddim was full of slimepits; : : : :
. ) : can disappear in a matter of a :

and_the kings of Sodom and Gomorrah fled, and fell there; and : moment :
: 4- Abraham had compassion :

of King and showed his true character

Chedorlaomer. The king attacks with his allies and the king of : ;.4 |ove for Lot by his actions.

Sodom and the surrounding cities falls to him and the people are :
¢ have
i difference:
: with fear, pulling them out of the :
Gen 14:11 And they took all the goods of Sodom and : fire; hating even the garment :
i spotted by the flesh. :
they took Lot, Abram’s brother's son, who dwelt in Sodom, and :

¢ everything in order to rescue :

...........................................................

«*&OVERL

Coordinates:
Genesis 14:1-24

Sights to See:

Jude 1:22-23 And of some
compassion, making a i
23 And others save

5- Abraham was willing to risk

Lot. :
6- He seized the opportunity to :
witness to the King of Sodom by

..........................................................
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IV- Pursuing the Lot:

Gen 14:13 And there came one that had escaped, and told Abram the Hebrew; for he dwelt in the
plain of Mamre the Amorite, brother of Eshcol, and brother of Aner: and these were confederate with
Abram.” New reaches to Abraham that Lot had been taken captive. How would he respond. It has been
about 14 years at least since the separation of him and Lot.

What options did Abraham have? 1- He could have said he chose that direction let him live with the
consequences. Many times we are tempted to say when some is doing wrong, well they deserve it. Just
because they deserve the consequences does not mean we should not be moved with compassion.

2- He could have chosen to use an excuse of not being able to do anything. What if Abraham had
reasoned, those kings are strong and I may not win. I’1l leave them alone. After all they are no threat to
me. This was not true because they were a band of raiders who could have raided Abraham next.

3- | have too much to lose to go after Lot. He could have hunkered down in self preservation. Abraham
was willing to risk his wealth to take a risk.

Gen 13:14 And when Abram heard that his brother was taken captive, he armed his trained
servants, born in his own house, three hundred and eighteen, and pursued them unto Dan. 15 And
he divided himself against them, he and his servants, by night, and smote them, and pursued them
unto Hobah, which is on the left hand of Damascus. 16 And he brought back all the goods, and also
brought again his brother Lot, and his goods, and the women also, and the people.

Abraham took his servant and armed them to pursue the captors of Lot. Did you notice he had
trained his servants before this event. There were 318 armed men we are told here. This was a large
group of servants but not a large army. Abraham went against an army that had just defeated five kings.

He set up his army under cover of darkness and with an attack on two flanks, he put them to flight.
Abraham rescued Lot from this enemy and all his goods.

V- No Spoils for Abraham:

Abraham did what the five kings could not do, he defeated the raiding party and drove them out of
the country. He returns to the plains where the cities were located that Lot was so captivated by. Genesis
14:17 And the king of Sodom went out to meet him after his return from the slaughter of
Chedorlaomer, and of the kings that were with him, at the valley of Shaveh, which is the king's dale.

The story picks up for us again in Genesis 14:21-24 And the king of Sodom said unto Abram, Give
me the persons, and take the goods to thyself. 22 And Abram said to the king of Sodom, I have lift up
mine hand unto the LORD, the most high God, the possessor of heaven and earth, 23 That I will not
take from a thread even to a shoelatchet, and that I will not take any thing that is thine, lest thou
shouldest say, | have made Abram rich: 24 Save only that which the young men have eaten, and the
portion of the men which went with me, Aner, Eshcol, and Mamre; let them take their portion.

Abraham had just gone from being a man who lived in the hill country to a man who was respected
greatly. He returns and the king of Sodom only asks for the people of the city back. Remember the old
adage to the victory goes the spoils. He told Abraham to keep all the goods for himself. Abraham told
him quickly that he would return all the goods except for the food they had eaten in the journey. He
witnessed to this king in a great way as he lets him know that it was God who had blessed him.

Another point to notice is that Lot settled back down in the same spot he had been before. We will
pick this up at another Way Point.
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VI- Worship of God:

Gen 14:18 And Melchizedek king of Salem brought forth bread and wine: and he was the priest
of the most high God. 19 And he blessed him, and said, Blessed be Abram of the most high God,
possessor of heaven and earth: 20 And blessed be the most high God, which hath delivered thine
enemies into thy hand. And he gave him tithes of all.

There has been a lot of ink used talking about the meeting of Abraham and Melchizedek. We are
told in Hebrews 7:3 he was, “Without father, without mother, without descent, having neither
beginning of days, nor end of life; but made like unto the Son of God; abideth a priest continually.”

This is critically important that he was a priest before even the birth of Isaac and long before the
Levitical priesthood. Why, because Christ is not and in fact could not be a priest in the line of Levi
because he was from the tribe of Judah. Now notice Psalms 110:4 The LORD hath sworn, and will not
repent, Thou art a priest for ever after the order of Melchizedek. This is the only other place that
Melchizedek is mentioned in the Old Testament. Christ Priesthood predates the law. He is a Priest of a
higher order.

This man whom Abraham paid a tithe to was a combination of both King and Priest. Even the great
king David could not be a priest only a king.

Another important point is that the Levitical Priesthood was so tied to being descended in the right
lineage that the naming of the father was critical. The Melchizedek priesthood is intentionally not
lineage driven nor restricted as we note from not father nor mother given.

Notice it says that he gave “fithes of all.” Abraham acknowledged by this the supremacy of God and
that it was God who gave his small army a big victory.
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