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Way Point 10
Be Careful What You Choose
Story of Lot’s Choice of Sodom

Abraham journeyed from the city of Ur, then got sidetracked in Haran
and then simply passed through Canaan and went into Egypt. He returned
from Egypt to Canaan and settled again at Bethel. He has become a very
prosperous man because of the blessings of God on his life. Genesis 13:2
“And Abram was very rich in cattle, in silver, and in gold.”

With Abraham on each step of the journey was the son of Haran, his
dead brother. Genesis 12:5 “And Abram took Sarai his wife, and Lot his
brother's son, and all their substance that they had gathered, and the
souls that they had gotten in Haran; [remember Haran is a city as well as
Abraham’s brother’s name] and they went forth to go into the land of
Canaan; and into the land of Canaan they came.”

I- Conflict Arrives:

Genesis 13:5-7 And_Lot also, which went with Abram, had flocks,
and herds, and tents. 6 And the land was not able to bear them, that they
might dwell together: for their substance was great, so that they could not
dwell together. 7 And there was a strife between the herdmen of
Abram'’s cattle and the herdmen of Lot's cattle: and the Canaanite and
the Perizzite dwelled then in the land.

Abraham, as we see here, was not the only one that had become
wealthy over the last few years of wandering. Lot was rich as well.

Remember they lived in a land in which they moved about in order to
find grass and water for their herds. They were a very nomadic people who
lived in tents. Lot was rich not only in animals but also in tents which
indicates he had servants and herders that he was responsible for and
provided shelter for as well.

Another thing that caused this to become a problem was that Abraham
and Lot were not the only ones vying for the resources. The Canaanites and
Perizzites dwelled there as well.

Let’s stop a moment at this way point and talk about conflict. James
said in James 4:1-3 HCSB “ What is the source of the wars and the fights
among you? Don't they come from the cravings that are at war within
you? 2 You desire and do not have. You murder and covet and cannot
obtain. You fight and war. You do not have because you do not ask. 3
You ask and don't receive because you ask wrongly, so that you may
spend it on your desires for pleasure.” Many times conflicts and troubles
in our lives come because of things within us all. I think one of the greatest
failures of the modern church is that we never take time to ask if it is me.
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In Mastering Conflict and Controversy one of the author, Speed

Leas identifies five levels of conflict. We will look at these briefly in a
moment. He introduced the chapter called The Varieties of Religious :

Strife with these words:

“Conflict comes in many colors.

We normally know it as red, fiery hot: shouting matches,
withdrawn pledges, fired pastors, split churches. This type of
conflict burns everyone it touches.

But conflict also comes in blue, cool and calm as a placid
mountain lake. Issues are moved, seconded, debated calmly, and
voted upon. People walk out of meetings “losers” but not bitter
or angry.

Other conflict is green, contributing to the growth of a
congregation. Some is black, foreboding doom for the church.
Some is an amorphous gray, uncertain and undecided but
enveloping the church like a fog.” (p 83-84)

about the difficulties a church is facing. “...the objectives of the parties
involved and the amount of distorted thinking.” (p 84)

is to hurt others and gain control.

By distorted thinking he stated, “As people become more anxious or
frightened, it becomes more and more difficult for them to think clearly
about what is actually going on.”

conflict has less to do with the problem than it does with people’s
reaction to it.”

Let me simply give us a summary to show his levels of conflict.
Level 1- Predicaments- Major objective is to solve problems.
Disputants don’t accuse people.

Level 2-Disagreement-Parties become concerned about self-protection.
They want to come out looking good. Parties are interested in scoring
points.

Level 3- Contest- Parties now want to win. They lose perspective on
issues. Many times the assumption is that others have evil motives.
People become fixated on feelings.

Level 4- Fight/Flight- Major objective is to break the relationship.
Opponents are punished, shamed, and attacked in the hope that they will
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Coordinates:
Genesis 13:5-13

Sights to See:

i 1- Conflict many times can be :
i avoided or enflamed by our :
: reaction.
i HCSB “A worthless man digs up :
¢ evil, and his speech is like a:
i scorching fire.
: man spreads conflict,
gossip separates friends.” :
He says in his consulting work two major factors give him a clue : gscalc;[):ﬂm has potential to :
i destructive if we do not watch :
S i _ i what we choose. Proverbs 26:20 :
Objectives mean what are the goals of the people. In higher levels it { HCSB  Without wood, fire goes :
: out; without a gossip, conflict :
i dies down.
i 3- Strife can be avoided at times
: by surrendering for the good of
Perhaps the most insightful statement he makes is, “...the level of :

Proverbs  16:27-28 :

28 A contrary
and a'

until it  become :

the whole and to preserve :

! relationships. :
i 4- We make many decisions that
i seem trivial that have eternal :
i consequences to us and our :
i lineage.
i 5- Many times the things that :
i look the best are the worst in the :
i long run. We must seek to
¢ understand all aspect of our :
i decisions. The fertile plains was :
: a trap of the lust of the eye for
i Lot. :
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choose to go away. Parties push their own will at the expense of the whole. They recruit outsiders to

come join the cause.
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Level 5- Intractable- The parties are willing to let each other live if it is away from them in Level 4 but
at Level 5 this is not good enough. The evil has risen to the point where getting rid of them will not do.
They must be destroyed wherever they go. They must be disciplined so they cannot do any more
damage.

Dr. Charles Williams, president of Southern Baptist School says the fives emotional stages are:

1) Frustration, 2) Aggravation, 3)Irritation, 4)Anger, 5)Rage.

Which level of conflict did Abraham and Lot find themselves in? Probably no more than level two.
We must be very careful in our relationships and attitudes that we do not allow our reaction to make
conflict move to another level. Now notice the solution of Abraham.

I1- The Solution:

Genesis 13:8-9 And Abram said unto Lot, Let there be no strife, | pray thee, between me and thee,
and between my herdmen and thy herdmen; for we be brethren. 9 Is not the whole land before thee?
separate thyself, | pray thee, from me: if thou wilt take the left hand, then I will go to the right; or if
thou depart to the right hand, then I will go to the left.”

It is most amazing that Abraham, the elder and rightfully the one who should have chosen first,
allows Lot to chose his choice. Abraham realized that giving up this right would preserve and strengthen
the relationship. The conflict was resolved before it really got started, in fact, the conflict was not
between Abraham and Lot but still between their herdsmen. Abraham’s appeal was based on kinship.
The Christian appeal to live peaceable with others is based on spiritual kinship as well.

I11- The Choice of Lot:

Genesis 13:10-13 “And Lot lifted up his eyes, and beheld all the plain of Jordan, that it was well
watered every where, before the LORD destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah, even as the garden of the
LORD, like the land of Egypt, as thou comest unto Zoar. 11 Then Lot chose him all the plain of
Jordan; and Lot journeyed east: and they separated themselves the one from the other. 12 Abram
dwelled in the land of Canaan, and Lot dwelled in the cities of the plain, and pitched his tent toward
Sodom. 13 But the men of Sodom were wicked and sinners before the LORD exceedingly.”

Lot chose what looked good the flesh and eyes and to the human reasoning. He chose the fertile
plains. He chose the entire Jordan Valley for himself leaving Abraham with the less desirable land.

This was a major decision for Lot. | took place like many of our decisions in the course of ordinary
life. Many of our decisions that have great future consequences are just ordinary decisions at the time we
make them. If we could see the end, or as we often say, hind site is 20/20, would be make different
decisions.

The bad thing about Lot’s decision is he failed to take into account the spiritual implications of it.
Did you notice that it says that the men of Sodom were wicked and sinned greatly before the Lord. The
greatest lesson we can learn from Lot is to be careful what we choose.

Another point is just because something looks good does not mean it is. God chose to bless Abraham
after this while Lot wallowed in the mud of sin. Even though Lot chose the fertile plains it was still
within the greater boundaries given to Abraham. Genesis 13:14-15 And the LORD said unto Abram,
after that Lot was separated from him, Lift up now thine eyes, and look from the place where thou art
northward, and southward, and eastward, and westward: 15 For all the land which thou seest, to
thee will I give it, and to thy seed for ever.”

In the next few Way Points we will explore this decision in greater detail.
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