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Way Point 1  

The Painter of the Sunsets 

Story of the Creator and His Creation 

 

 Welcome to the journey. We are embarking on a journey that will span 

the timeframe of the entire Old Testament. We will journey through the 

Old Testament by stories as they unfold chronologically in the Old 

Testament. I am greatly indebted to The Reese Chronological Bible 

published by Bethany House Publishers for their work in laying out the 

Bible in chronologically order. I claim no expertise in this matter. 

 In one sense this is the telling of only one story. The story of  

how God revealed Himself to man and redeemed mankind after the fall.  

 All stories have a beginning so we go to the beginning of the story of 

creation for our first Way Point.  

 Psalms 19:1-6  The heavens declare the glory of God; and the 

firmament sheweth his handywork.  2  Day unto day uttereth speech, and 

night unto night sheweth knowledge.  3  There is no speech nor 

language, where their voice is not heard.  4  Their line is gone out 

through all the earth, and their words to the end of the world. In them 

hath he set a tabernacle for the sun,  5  Which is as a bridegroom coming 

out of his chamber, and rejoiceth as a strong man to run a race.  6  His 

going forth is from the end of the heaven, and his circuit unto the ends of 

it: and there is nothing hid from the heat thereof. 

 This story is about the one who is The Painter of the Sunsets. 

 

I - The God Before Time: 

 Many who want to confuse people as well as genuine searchers have 

asked where did God come from? We humans in our finite minds cannot 

begin to fully understand eternity neither back in time nor forward for that 

matter. We however do know by Godôs declaration that He was before 

time began, in fact He has always been. The first verse in the Bible 

chronologically gives us addition information that not only was God the 

Father there but also the Son.  John 1:1-2 In the beginning was the 

Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  2  The same 

was in the beginning with God. 

 But this is the story of creation. We know that God existed in the form 

of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit before anything was created. The 

Psalmist declared in Psalms 90:2  Before the mountains were brought 

forth, or ever thou hadst formed the earth and the world, even from 

everlasting to everlasting, thou art God. 
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Coordinates: 

Genesis 1:1-2:3 

 

Sights to See: 

1- The Creator of all 

things from small to great 

is the God of the Bible. 

2- The existence of Matter 

is a compelling argument 

for God who is greater 

than the dirt, the iron, the 

plants and all of creation. 

3- The perfect creation 

makes our hearts long for 

the completion of our 

salvation when all things 

will be new. 

4- Our hearts should 

move when our eyes 

behold the glory of the 

Creator as He paints the 

sunsets.  

II - The Statement of Creation: 

 Genesis 1:1  In the beginning God created the heaven and the 

earth. This has been called the most profound statement ever written. 

In some ways the telling of the creation story is complete with this one 

statement.  

 There is a great movement today that is called intelligent design. 

This argues that behind such a complex universe there has to be a 

Creator. This is a concept that looks great but I see only one flaw in it. 

It does not specify who this Creator is. The Bible clearly declares this 

Creator to be Jehovah (Yahweh), the Great I Am, the God of Abraham, 

Isaac and Jacob, the God that has revealed Himself to mankind. 

 

III - The Story of Six Days: 

 How can we understand or illustrate how things must have been 

before God began to create. Perhaps a poor illustration would be if we 

were in an underground cavern, this would put us in total darkness, and 

began to look around. But in order for us to understand nothingness we 

will need to be blind, deaf, have a disease that prevents us from feeling 

any touch sensation, not have a sense of taste nor smell. Oh, by the way 

we are not even self conscious. We are not aware we even exist 

because in fact we do not because there was nothing. I told you it was a 

poor illustration. 

 All  stories began here. This is the story of six days, the six days of 

creation, the days that God spoke everything into existence. This is the 

creation week.  

 Realizing that any comments that we might add to this cannot 

enhance the precious story of the Creator as He created all things, lets 

just look at the Bible and let it tell us this story. I will have only a few 

short statements in this section. 

 

 1- The First Day- Genesis 1:2-5  And the earth was without form, and void; and darkness was upon 

the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters.  3  And God said, Let there 

be light: and there was light.  4  And God saw the light, that it was good: and God divided the light from 

the darkness.  5  And God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And the evening and 

the morning were the first day. 

 God created the earth, light and possibly the angels during this day. 

 

 2- The Second Day- Genesis 1:6-8  And God said, Let there be a firmament in the midst of the waters, 

and let it divide the waters from the waters.  7  And God made the firmament, and divided the waters 

which were under the firmament from the waters which were above the firmament: and it was so.  8  And 

God called the firmament Heaven. And the evening and the morning were the second day. 
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 This day the Creator separated the upper and lower waters. He separated out a canopy of clouds from the 

water below. 

 

 3- The Third Day- Genesis 1:9-13  And God said, Let the waters under the heaven be gathered 

together unto one place, and let the dry land appear: and it was so.  10  And God called the dry land 

Earth; and the gathering together of the waters called he Seas: and God saw that it was good.  11  And 

God said, Let the earth bring forth grass, the herb yielding seed, and the fruit tree yielding fruit after his 

kind, whose seed is in itself, upon the earth: and it was so.  12  And the earth brought forth grass, and 

herb yielding seed after his kind, and the tree yielding fruit, whose seed was in itself, after his kind: and 

God saw that it was good.  13  And the evening and the morning were the third day. 

 On the third day God created plant life. By the way if these days are millions of years long as some 

propose, how did the plants live. There is still no sun for photosynthesis. God has not yet painted the first 

sun set.  

 

 4- The Fourth Day- Genesis 1:14-19  And God said, Let there be lights in the firmament of the 

heaven to divide the day from the night; and let them be for signs, and for seasons, and for days, and 

years:  15  And let them be for lights in the firmament of the heaven to give light upon the earth: and it 

was so.  16  And God made two great lights; the greater light to rule the day, and the lesser light to rule 

the night: he made the stars also.  17  And God set them in the firmament of the heaven to give light upon 

the earth,  18  And to rule over the day and over the night, and to divide the light from the darkness: and 

God saw that it was good.  19  And the evening and the morning were the fourth day. 

 Day four find the create of the sun, moon and stars. We might say this was the first sunset painted by the 

Creator. Some see angels created on this day.  

 

 5- The Fifth Day- Genesis 1:20-23  And God said, Let the waters bring forth abundantly the moving 

creature that hath life, and fowl that may fly above the earth in the open firmament of heaven.  21  And 

God created great whales, and every living creature that moveth, which the waters brought forth 

abundantly, after their kind, and every winged fowl after his kind: and God saw that it was good.  22  And 

God blessed them, saying, Be fruitful, and multiply, and fill the waters in the seas, and let fowl multiply 

in the earth.  23  And the evening and the morning were the fifth day. 

 The Creator on the fifth day created the birds of the air and the fish of the sea. From the smallest to the 

greatest. The tiny hummingbird to the great blue whale.  

 

 6- The Sixth Day- Genesis 1:24-31  And God said, Let the earth bring forth the living creature after 

his kind, cattle, and creeping thing, and beast of the earth after his kind: and it was so.  25  And God 

made the beast of the earth after his kind, and cattle after their kind, and every thing that creepeth upon 

the earth after his kind: and God saw that it was good.  26  And God said, Let us make man in our image, 

after our likeness: and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and 

over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth.  27  So 

God created man in his own image, in the image of God created he him; male and female created he 

them.  28  And God blessed them, and God said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the 

earth, and subdue it: and have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over 
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every living thing that moveth upon the earth.  29  And God said, Behold, I have given you every herb 

bearing seed, which is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree, in the which is the fruit of a tree 

yielding seed; to you it shall be for meat.  30  And to every beast of the earth, and to every fowl of the air, 

and to every thing that creepeth upon the earth, wherein there is life, I have given every green herb for 

meat: and it was so.  31  And God saw every thing that he had made, and, behold, it was very good. And 

the evening and the morning were the sixth day. 

 On this day God created the animals of the land as well as His crowning glory of creation, man. Adam 

on this day saw his first sunset as the Painter of the Sunsets painted on the canvas of the sky. 

 

IV - The Day of Rest:  

 Genesis 2:1-3  Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all the host of them.  2  And on the 

seventh day God ended his work which he had made; and he rested on the seventh day from all his work 

which he had made.  3  And God blessed the seventh day, and sanctified it: because that in it he had 

rested from all his work which God created and made. 

 Adam and his wife, Eve, in a perfect environment climatically, spiritually and all other ways now  

enjoyed the sunsets and communication with God. Biblically evident suggest that Adam and God conversed 

openly and freely.  

 

V- Stop and Praise- Job 38:4-12 NASB 

4 "Where were you when I laid the foundation of the earth? Tell Me, if you have understanding,  

5  Who set its measurements? Since you know. Or who stretched the line on it?   

6  "On what were its bases sunk? Or who laid its cornerstone,  

7  When the morning stars sang together And all the sons of God shouted for joy?   

8  "Or who enclosed the sea with doors When, bursting forth, it went out from the womb;   

9  When I made a cloud its garment And thick darkness its swaddling band,   

10  And I placed boundaries on it And set a bolt and doors,   

11  And I said, 'Thus far you shall come, but no farther; And here shall your proud waves stop'?   

12  "Have you ever in your life commanded the morning, And caused the dawn to know its place,   
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Way Point 2  

Am I My Brothers Keeper 

Story of the Fall and itôs Results 
 

 The Creator created a perfect environment for man to live within. 

Adam and his wife Eve are in perfect harmony with their environment 

and all the animals around them. There is neither harm nor hurt in the 

world. 

 It is obvious today that something changed as we look at the world in 

which we live and the disharmony within it. Our story today is the story 

of what happened, what caused all of the problems that we refer to as 

evil. We know that evil exist but where did it come from? Letôs look at 

what I have entitled, Am I My Brothers Keeper. 

 

I - God Didnôt Really Say That! Genesis 3:1-7 

 There is another character that enters the drama in the garden. He is 

known by many names; Lucifer, Satan, the Devil, among others. He is 

mostly known by his actions. Jesus called him a liar and the father of 

lies. Notice the story of the fall recorded for us in Genesis 3. The players 

in this drama are Adam, Eve and Satan in the form of the serpent. 

 Genesis 3:1-7  ñNow the serpent was more subtil than any beast of 

the field which the LORD God had made. And he said unto the woman, 

Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden?  2  And 

the woman said unto the serpent, We may eat of the fruit of the trees of 

the garden:  3  But of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the 

garden, God hath said, Ye shall not eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, 

lest ye die.  4  And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely 

die:  5  For God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your 

eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil.  6  

And when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it 

was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be desired to make one wise, she 

took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave also unto her husband 

with her; and he did eat.  7  And the eyes of them both were opened, 

and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves 

together, and made themselves aprons.ò 

 The serpent began his dialogue with Eve twisting the words of the 

Creator and casting doubt about Godôs intent toward mankind. He 

twisted the conversation around to tell Eve that God was withholding 

good things from her. She cast her eyes upon the fruit and was tempted 

and succumbed to the temptation. In an instant the environment she was 
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Coordinates: 

Genesis 3:1-4:10 

 

Sights to See: 

1- The explanation of the 

Bible concerning evil is the 

only plausible explanation 

offered anywhere. 

2- Even though men try to 

blame their environment for 

their wrong, Adam and Eve 

had not such factor and still 

chose sin. Men are 

responsible for their own 

actions. 

3- The casting out of the 

couple from the Garden 

before they could take of the 

tree of life was certainly an 

act of love and compassion. 

4- Death at the hand of 

another man is common 

place today and shows the 

need we have of redemption 

from th e fall.  

5- Any act of menôs hands, 

the first being the clothing of 

leaves, is never sufficient to 

cover sin. It takes a blood 

sacrifice to cover sin. 

 

in when from innocence to sinful, from perfect to flawed, from harmony to chaos. A telling part of the story 

is they understood that their purity was gone. 

 The sewing of leaves together is the first act of mankind as he 

attempted to cover his sin. I submit it was the first act of false 

salvation. 

 

II - Trouble In Paradise: Genesis 3:8-19 

 So the fall of mankind has taken place. What will be the 

implications? What will be the results? Notice as our story 

continues. 

 Genesis 3:8-19  And they heard the voice of the LORD God 

walking in the garden in the cool of the day: and Adam and his 

wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God amongst 

the trees of the garden.  9  And the LORD God called unto Adam, 

and said unto him, Where art thou?  10  And he said, I heard thy 

voice in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked; and I 

hid myself.  11  And he said, Who told thee that thou wast naked? 

Hast thou eaten of the tree, whereof I commanded thee that thou 

shouldest not eat?  12  And the man said, The woman whom thou 

gavest to be with me, she gave me of the tree, and I did eat.  13  

And the LORD God said unto the woman, What is this that thou 

hast done? And the woman said, The serpent beguiled me, and I 

did eat.  14  And the LORD God said unto the serpent, Because 

thou hast done this, thou art cursed above all cattle, and above 

every beast of the field; upon thy belly shalt thou go, and dust shalt 

thou eat all the days of thy life:  15  And I will put enmity between 

thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall 

bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel.  16  Unto the 

woman he said, I will greatly multiply thy sorrow and thy 

conception; in sorrow thou shalt bring forth children; and thy 

desire shall be to thy husband, and he shall rule over thee.  17  

And unto Adam he said, Because thou hast hearkened unto the 

voice of thy wife, and hast eaten of the tree, of which I 

commanded thee, saying, Thou shalt not eat of it: cursed is the 

ground for thy sake; in sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days of 

thy life;  18  Thorns also and thistles shall it bring forth to thee; 

and thou shalt eat the herb of the field;  19  In the sweat of thy 

face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return unto the ground; for out 

of it wast thou taken: for dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return. 

 The blame game of it is someone elseôs fault begins. And we thought it was a new fad of the last few 

years. Adam blames Eve, Eve blames the serpent. One of the most remarkable verses in this section is when 
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the voice of God came walking in the garden. Did God not know that the fall had taken place? That is 

absurd, certainly God knew. He knew before the foundations of the world.  

 God places a curse on the earth, on the serpent but one thing he does not place a curse upon is man. He 

intends to redeem men. Death came spiritually to all men through this act of rebellion by Adam and Eve. 

Death would come years later physically to Adam and Eve, or would it?  

III - Kicked Out of the Garden: Gen 3:21-24 

 In the midst of this Garden of Eden that this now fallen couple dwelled in was a tree known as the tree 

of life. God is aware that in their fallen state it was going to be a life of struggle. God removed Adam and 

Eve from the garden before they could eat of the tree and live forever. What an act of grace and love by 

God. No one wants to live in a continual state of death and never be allowed to die. Notice with me. Genesis 

3:21-24  Unto Adam also and to his wife did the LORD God make coats of skins, and clothed them.  22  

And the LORD God said, Behold, the man is become as one of us, to know good and evil: and now, lest 

he put forth his hand, and take also of the tree of life, and eat, and live for ever:  23  Therefore the LORD 

God sent him forth from the garden of Eden, to till the ground from whence he was taken.  24  So he 

drove out the man; and he placed at the east of the garden of Eden Cherubims, and a flaming sword 

which turned every way, to keep the way of the tree of life. 

 One of the animals, that just a few hours before had been living in paradise, is now sacrificed because of 

sin. This is the first blood sacrifice for sin but certainly not the last.  

 

IV - Am I My Brothers Keeper: Gen 4:1-10 

 Adam and Eve are now spending nights in the darkness and fear, animals that once where their friends 

are now their enemies. The pains of childbirth have been placed upon Eve. The next generation arrives.  

 Genesis 4:1-10  And Adam knew Eve his wife; and she conceived, and bare Cain, and said, I have 

gotten a man from the LORD.  2  And she again bare his brother Abel. And Abel was a keeper of sheep, 

but Cain was a tiller of the ground.  3  And in process of time it came to pass, that Cain brought of the 

fruit of the ground an offering unto the LORD.  4  And Abel, he also brought of the firstlings of his flock 

and of the fat thereof. And the LORD had respect unto Abel and to his offering:  5  But unto Cain and to 

his offering he had not respect. And Cain was very wroth, and his countenance fell.  6  And the LORD 

said unto Cain, Why art thou wroth? and why is thy countenance fallen?  7  If thou doest well, shalt thou 

not be accepted? and if thou doest not well, sin lieth at the door. And unto thee shall be his desire, and 

thou shalt rule over him.  8  And Cain talked with Abel his brother: and it came to pass, when they were 

in the field, that Cain rose up against Abel his brother, and slew him.  9  And the LORD said unto Cain, 

Where is Abel thy brother? And he said, I know not: Am I my brother's keeper?  10  And he said, What 

hast thou done? the voice of thy brother's blood crieth unto me from the ground. 

 We can see that the fall has already began to have profound consequences. After the birth of two sons, 

and a self willed sacrifice by Cain, we have the first murder in the human family. Cain rises up and begins 

what down through out history has been a brutal cycle of men taking the lives of other men. The sad words 

echo across the canyon of time that Cain spoke as the blood of his brother lay in a fresh puddle on the 

ground, when asked where Abel was he replied, ñI know not: Am I my brother's keeper?ò 

 I think these words are a summation of the sad story of lies, deceit, self righteousness, and failure that 

we know as the fall of mankind. May I say as we conclude our stop at this Way Point that it is evident that 

man fell farther at this fall than most of us realize or can comprehend.  



lllllllllllllllll 

lW ay P oint Chronicles l 

lllTraveling through the Old Testament by Chronological Storieslll 
© 2007-09 Dr. Edgar Pierce 

 

l- 8 -l 
 

Travel Log                             
Personal Notes  

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

   

 

  

Way Point 3  

When He is Dead It Will Come 

Story of Adamôs Children Until the Flood 

 

 The creation has become tainted by sin. The first murder has taken 

place when Cain killed Abel. Where will this sin lead? How far away from 

God will men stray? This is the story of Adamôs children from the fall to 

the flood. I have entitled it When He is Dead It Will Come based on the 

naming of Methuselah. However, before we get to Methuselah we have a 

lot of territory to cover in this Way Point.  

 

I - A Mark and a Wife for Cain: 4:11-17 

 After the murder of his brother Cain feared for his life. One thing that 

is obvious is that Adam and Eve had more children than these two because 

Cain feared that one of his brothers would kill him. (see verse 14) God 

places a mark on him, no it was not he became a black man, to protect 

him. We do not know what the mark was but early men understood it. 

Notice the story from the Scriptures.  

 Genesis 4:11-15  ñAnd now art thou cursed from the earth, which 

hath opened her mouth to receive thy brother's blood from thy hand;  12  

When thou tillest the ground, it shall not henceforth yield unto thee her 

strength; a fugitive and a vagabond shalt thou be in the earth.  13  And 

Cain said unto the LORD, My punishment is greater than I can bear.  

14  Behold, thou hast driven me out this day from the face of the earth; 

and from thy face shall I be hid; and I shall be a fugitive and a 

vagabond in the earth; and it shall come to pass, that every one that 

findeth me shall slay me.  15  And the LORD said unto him, Therefore 

whosoever slayeth Cain, vengeance shall be taken on him sevenfold. 

And the LORD set a mark upon Cain, lest any finding him should kill 

him.ò   

 One of the most oft asked question is where Cain got him wife. Notice 

Genesis 4:16-17 ñAnd Cain went out from the presence of the LORD, 

and dwelt in the land of Nod, on the east of Eden.  17  And Cain knew 

his wife; and she conceived, and bare Enoch: and he builded a city, and 

called the name of the city, after the name of his son, Enoch.ò 

 Now without tarrying here at this point long please understand that 

Cain took a wife from the children of Adam and Eve or possibly from the 

grandchildren of Adam and Eve. Remember there are no other humans on 

earth. The problems of genetics were unknown this early from the fall. 

And as late as Abraham you will recall that he married his half sister.  
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Coordinates: 

Genesis 4:11-6:14 

 

Sights to See: 

1- The question of where 

Cain got his wife is an easy 

one to answer after all.  

2- The plans of God will not 

be nullified by any action of 

men, such as the death of 

Abel.  

3- Godôs heart has always 

been broken by the sin and 

rebellion of man. He knows 

sin is destruction and wants 

the best for man.  

4- God has always been a 

God of grace. Noah found 

grace but remember it was 

an act of grace when God 

drove Adam and Eve from 

the Garden. 

5- God has always kept and 

will always keep His 

promises and bring to pass 

events in accordance to His 

will and way.  

 

 

II - Restoration of the Seed for the Promise: 4:25-26 

 God, as He talked with Eve in the garden after the fall there is a 

recorded a verse that is a promise of a coming redeemer in the lineage 

of man.  Genesis 3:15  ñAnd I will put enmity between thee and the 

woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, 

and thou shalt bruise his heel.ò The problem is the righteous line of 

Abel has been destroyed. The one through which Messiah would have 

descended.  Notice God is always one step ahead of Satan as he tries to 

destroy the line and thereby destroy the promise. Genesis 4:25-26 

ñAnd Adam knew his wife again; and she bare a son, and called his 

name Seth: For God, said she, hath appointed me another seed 

instead of Abel, whom Cain slew.  26  And to Seth, to him also there 

was born a son; and he called his name Enos: then began men to 

call upon the name of the LORD.ò 

 The righteous line is restored and the seed of the promise is sure. 

The line of Seth will be traced until the coming of Messiah but the line 

of Cain will only go a few generations. (see Genesis 4:16-24) Please 

do not get confused by the fact that in both lines we have men by the 

same name. (i.e. Enoch of Cain in 4:17 and Enoch of Seth in 5:19 and 

Lamech of Cain in 4:19 and Lamech of Seth in 5:25) The men of 

prominent importance are the line of Seth not Cain. We do notice 

however that in the line of Cain were the fathers of music and metal 

workers. (see Genesis 4:21-22) 

 

III - Birth of a Prophecy: 5:21 

 Genesis 5:21 says, ñAnd Enoch lived sixty and five years, and 

begat Methuselah.ò These two men were the 7
th
 and 8

th
 generation of 

man. By the way they are the 58
th
 and 57

th
 generations from Messiah 

in the lineage of Christ. Of special importance is the fact that Enoch 

was a preacher of the judgment and righteousness to come. Jude 1:14-

15  ñAnd Enoch also, the seventh from Adam, prophesied of these, 

saying, Behold, the Lord cometh with ten thousands of his saints,  15  

To execute judgment upon all...ò So this man of God, a prophet and preacher names his son Methuselah. 

The name Methuselah literally means, when he is dead it will come. I submit to you that the promise here 

was when Methuselah died the judgment of God would come. The math is amazing. Methuselah has a son at 

the age of 187 (Gen 5:25) and names him Lamech. Lamech has a son at age 182 (Gen 5:28-29) and names 

him Noah. So Methuselah was 369 years old when his grandson Noah was born. We will pick this part of 

the story up in a moment. 

 

IV - A Man Who Didnôt Die: 5:22-24 
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 A foreshadowing of the rapture of the church is found in the life of this man named Enoch. Only two 

times, the other being Elijah, have men been translated into heaven without physical death. Genesis 5:22-24 

ñAnd Enoch walked with God after he begat Methuselah three hundred years, and begat sons and 

daughters:  23  And all the days of Enoch were three hundred sixty and five years:  24  And Enoch 

walked with God: and he was not; for God took him.ò 

V- Godôs Sorrow at His Creation: 6:5-12 

 After the fall men began to separate themselves as far away from the Creator as they could. They 

became wickeder as time went along. Notice Genesis 6:5-7; 11-12  ñAnd GOD saw that the wickedness of 

man was great in the earth, and that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil 

continually.  6  And it repented the LORD that he had made man on the earth, and it grieved him at his 

heart.  7  And the LORD said, I will destroy man whom I have created from the face of the earth; both 

man, and beast, and the creeping thing, and the fowls of the air; for it repenteth me that I have made 

them.  ... 11  The earth also was corrupt before God, and the earth was filled with violence.  12  And God 

looked upon the earth, and, behold, it was corrupt; for all flesh had corrupted his way upon the earth.ò 

 

VI - The Man Who Found Grace: 6:8;13-14 

 The wickedness continues to the point that God wanted to destroy His creation. But notice one of 

greatest verses in the entire Bible. Genesis 6:8  ñBut Noah found grace in the eyes of the LORD.ò By the 

time of Noah not many men were still holding to the belief in the Creator. The righteous seed of Seth and 

the ungodly seed of Cain has comingled to the point of almost no return. We sometimes think that Noah was 

the only righteous man on the earth but I do not think this is totally true. There were few, but others. For 

instance the sons of Noah, the grandfather of Noah, Methuselah is still alive. But God is going to use Noah 

to preserve the human race. Genesis 6:13-14 ñAnd God said unto Noah, The end of all flesh is come 

before me; for the earth is filled with violence through them; and, behold, I will destroy them with the 

earth.  14  Make thee an ark of gopher wood; rooms shalt thou make in the ark, and shalt pitch it within 

and without with pitch.ò We will look at this Ark of safety in our next Way Point.  

 

VII - When He is Dead it Will Come: 5:26-27 

 The Bible says that God is longsuffering. As a matter of fact it specially says He is longsuffering as 

illustrated in the times of Noah. 1 Peter 3:20  ñWhich sometime were disobedient, when once the 

longsuffering of God waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was a preparing, wherein few, that is, 

eight souls were saved by water.ò 

 Perhaps the greatest illustration of the longsuffering of God is found in the life of the man who lived the 

longest upon the earth. We regress back into chapter five of Genesis to find the verses that are 

chronologically just before the time Noah enters the ark. Genesis 5:26-27 ñAnd Methuselah lived after he 

begat Lamech seven hundred eighty and two years, and begat sons and daughters:  27 And all the days of 

Methuselah were nine hundred sixty and nine years: and he died.ò The next verses in the chronology of 

the Bible are when God calls Noah to come inside the Ark. Methuselah dies and the flood of destruction 

comes.  

 You will remember under our third point in this Way Point Noah was born when Methuselah was 369 

years old. Notice how old Noah was when he entered the Ark. Genesis 7:6  ñAnd Noah was six hundred 

years old when the flood of waters was upon the earth.ò God kept His word. 
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Way Point 4  

An Ark, a Flood and a Rainbow 

Story of the Flood and the Promise 

 

 The perfect creation of the Creator has been marred by the fall. 

Violence has spread over the earth as men move away from God in their 

belief and practices. God had sorrowed over creating man in the first 

place. God has had enough. 

 As God looked around we are told that a man named Noah found 

grace in His eyes. (See Gen 6:8) God is going to use this one man and 

his family to preserve not only human life but the lives of all the animals 

on the earth.  

 

I - An Ark:  

 The story of the Ark is not a long story but it tells us a lot in a few 

verses.  

 Genesis 6:13-21  And God said unto Noah, The end of all flesh is 

come before me; for the earth is filled with violence through them; 

and, behold, I will destroy them with the earth.  14  Make thee an ark 

of gopher wood; rooms shalt thou make in the ark, and shalt pitch it 

within and without with pitch.  15  And this is the fashion which thou 

shalt make it of: The length of the ark shall be three hundred cubits, 

the breadth of it fifty cubits, and the height of it thirty cubits.  16  A 

window shalt thou make to the ark, and in a cubit shalt thou finish it 

above; and the door of the ark shalt thou set in the side thereof; with 

lower, second, and third stories shalt thou make it.  17  And, behold, I, 

even I, do bring a flood of waters upon the earth, to destroy all flesh, 

wherein is the breath of life, from under heaven; and every thing that 

is in the earth shall die.  18  But with thee will I establish my covenant; 

and thou shalt come into the ark, thou, and thy sons, and thy wife, and 

thy sons' wives with thee.  19  And of every living thing of all flesh, two 

of every sort shalt thou bring into the ark, to keep them alive with thee; 

they shall be male and female.  20  Of fowls after their kind, and of 

cattle after their kind, of every creeping thing of the earth after his 

kind, two of every sort shall come unto thee, to keep them alive.  21  

And take thou unto thee of all food that is eaten, and thou shalt gather 

it to thee; and it shall be for food for thee, and for them. 

 God gives Noah the size and shape of the ark. It is remarkable in 

many ways. for some information concerning the ark. 

 Have you ever wondered what the ark looked like? We see it 

pictured many different ways in artist conceptions of it. In Search of 

Noahôs Ark by Dave Balsiger and Charles E. Sellier said, ñIt has seldom 
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Coordinates: 

Genesis 6:13-9:17 

 

Sights to See: 

1- The Ark was prepared by 

the hand of Noah to preserve 

life both human and animal 

from the judgment of God. 

2- The plans God gave Noah 

for the construction of the 

Ark is perfect for the task of 

preserving life.   

3- Godôs judgment on sin is a 

serious matter and sin is still 

serious matter to God and we 

should therefore not take it 

lightly.  

4- God opened up the flood of 

water that He had held at bay 

before this time just as He 

hold the oceans at the 

shoreline today. 

5- Godôs promises are true 

and faithful. He has sent local 

floods but never again will 

water destroy the entire earth. 

6- The flood explains a lot 

about what men find and calls 

it evident for evolution. When 

men do not believe in God 

they will swallow almost 

anything to keep from having 

to face the fact that God 

exists. 

 

been pictured by artists as it really appearedða rather ugly, barge-like 

rectangular box.ò (p 111) 

 Henry Morris says, ñAccording to Godôs instructions, the Ark was 

to be designed for capacity and floating stability rather than for speed 

or navigability.ò (The Genesis Record, p181) 

 The Ark was not designed to make a journey from point A to point 

B. It was designed to float and preserve life. So how big was this boat? 

The Bible says, ñThe length of the ark shall be three hundred cubits, 

the breadth of it fifty cubits, and the height of it thirty cubits.ò 
 Look at the following to help us understand a cubit. I pulled these 

numbers from The Genesis Record. 

 Babylonian cubit 19.8 inches 

 Egyptian Cubits 20.65 inches (long) 

    17.6 inches (short) 

 Hebrew Cubits 20.4 inches (long) 

    17.5 inches (common) 

 Another   24 inches  

Henry Morris says: ñMost writers believe the Biblical cubit to be 18 

inches.ò (p 181) 

 He goes on to say: 

ñTo be very conservative, assume the cubit to have been only 17.5 

inches, the shortest of all cubits, so far as is known. In that case, the 

Ark would have been 438 feet long, 72.9 feet wide, and 43.8 feet high. 

I can be shown hydrodynamically that a gigantic box of such 

dimensions would be exceeding stable, almost impossible to capsize. 

Even in a sea of gigantic waves, the ark could be tilted through any 

angle up to just short of 90
0 

and would immediately thereafter right 

itself again.ò 

 The ark was a three story wonder with a row of windows around 

the top.  

 There are some who claim that Noah could not have gotten all the 

animals gathered for this endeavor. I underlined a key thought in the 

text above. God told Noah the animals, ñ...shall come unto thee...ò  

God brought the animals to Noah. There was only one way into the 

ark for these animals. There was a door in one of the sides of the ark 

for entry.  

 Now is a good time to ask and answer the question of how many 

of each animal was on board the ark. Most people believe it was only 

two. Notice what the Bible says however. Genesis 7:2-3  ñOf every 

clean beast thou shalt take to thee by sevens, the male and his female: and of beasts that are not clean by 

two, the male and his female.  3  Of fowls also of the air by sevens, the male and the female; to keep seed 

alive upon the face of all the earth.ò  



lllllllllllllllll 

lW ay P oint Chronicles l 

lllTraveling through the Old Testament by Chronological Storieslll 
© 2007-09 Dr. Edgar Pierce 

 

l- 13 -l 
 

 Could all of these fit onto the ark? Harold Willmington in his guide to the Bible says: 

ñHow did Noah possible pack all of these animal on board? First it must be asked how many animals were 

involved here? Millions? Hundreds of thousands? Hardly. One of Americaôs leading systematic taxonomist 

lists the following numbers for animals species according to the best estimates of modern taxonomy: 

 Mammals...................................3,500 

 Birds ..........................................8,600 

 Reptiles and amphibians ...........5,500 

 Worms .....................................25,500 

Taking this into consideration, one may reasonably conclude that no more than 35,000 individual 

vertebrate animals the size of a sheep (overall average) boarded the Ark. It has been estimated that a 

modern train haling 150 boxcars could easily handle these animals. But the Ark had a carrying capacity 

of more than 520 stock cars!ò (Willmingtonôs Guide to the Bible, p 29). 

 So from east, west, north and south the animal come to the Ark. Notice Genesis 7:13-16 ñIn the 

selfsame day entered Noah, and Shem, and Ham, and Japheth, the sons of Noah, and Noah's wife, and 

the three wives of his sons with them, into the ark;  14  They, and every beast after his kind, and all the 

cattle after their kind, and every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth after his kind, and every 

fowl after his kind, every bird of every sort.  15  And they went in unto Noah into the ark, two and two of 

all flesh, wherein is the breath of life.  16  And they that went in, went in male and female of all flesh, as 

God had commanded him: and the LORD shut him in.ò God closed the door and sealed the ark up for the 

coming deluge.  

 

II - A Flood: 

 The Ark is sealed, the rain is coming in a matter not seen before nor seen after.  

 Genesis 7:10-12  And it came to pass after seven days, that the waters of the flood were upon the 

earth.  11  In the six hundredth year of Noah's life, in the second month, the seventeenth day of the 

month, the same day were all the fountains of the great deep broken up, and the windows of heaven were 

opened.  12  And the rain was upon the earth forty days and forty nights. 

 The pre-flood earth was much different than today. There was a canopy of vapor above the earth. In 

addition to this there were great depths of water beneath the earth. Morris says this, ñconstituted the vast 

vaporous canopy which maintained the earth as a beautiful greenhouse, preventing cold temperatures and 

therefore preventing wind and rain storms. Being in the vapor state, it was invisible and fully transparent, 

but nevertheless contained vast quantities of water extending far out into space.ò (p 194). 

 The water in subterranean rivers and lakes was also a source of water on the earth. If we rightly 

understand this it is as God created the earth He created all the water that would be part of this deluge. 

 Genesis 7:17-24  And the flood was forty days upon the earth; and the waters increased, and bare 

up the ark, and it was lift up above the earth.  18  And the waters prevailed, and were increased greatly 

upon the earth; and the ark went upon the face of the waters.  19  And the waters prevailed exceedingly 

upon the earth; and all the high hills, that were under the whole heaven, were covered.  20  Fifteen cubits 

upward did the waters prevail; and the mountains were covered.  21  And all flesh died that moved upon 

the earth, both of fowl, and of cattle, and of beast, and of every creeping thing that creepeth upon the 

earth, and every man:  22  All in whose nostrils was the breath of life, of all that was in the dry land, died.  

23  And every living substance was destroyed which was upon the face of the ground, both man, and 
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cattle, and the creeping things, and the fowl of the heaven; and they were destroyed from the earth: and 

Noah only remained alive, and they that were with him in the ark.  24  And the waters prevailed upon the 

earth an hundred and fifty days. 

 There is no doubt that God caused a world wide flood to occur. The Bible says the mountains were 

covered and all the land animals died.  

 So now Noah and his family are in a world that lies silent except for the sounds of the animals in the 

ark and their own voices and noise. There are no seashores for the water to lap upon and no mountains that 

contain babbling streams of music. There are not trees for the wind to rustle through nor nesting birds to 

sing. The world is covered with water.  

 Noah and his family will be on the ark for an entire year.  

 Notice the story of his time of departure and how he arrived at the time. Genesis 8:1-19  And God 

remembered Noah, and every living thing, and all the cattle that was with him in the ark: and God made 

a wind to pass over the earth, and the waters asswaged;  2  The fountains also of the deep and the 

windows of heaven were stopped, and the rain from heaven was restrained;  3  And the waters returned 

from off the earth continually: and after the end of the hundred and fifty days the waters were abated.  4  

And the ark rested in the seventh month, on the seventeenth day of the month, upon the mountains of 

Ararat.  5  And the waters decreased continually until the tenth month: in the tenth month, on the first 

day of the month, were the tops of the mountains seen.  6  And it came to pass at the end of forty days, 

that Noah opened the window of the ark which he had made:  7  And he sent forth a raven, which went 

forth to and fro, until the waters were dried up from off the earth.  8  Also he sent forth a dove from him, 

to see if the waters were abated from off the face of the ground;  9  But the dove found no rest for the sole 

of her foot, and she returned unto him into the ark, for the waters were on the face of the whole earth: 

then he put forth his hand, and took her, and pulled her in unto him into the ark.  10  And he stayed yet 

other seven days; and again he sent forth the dove out of the ark;  11  And the dove came in to him in the 

evening; and, lo, in her mouth was an olive leaf pluckt off: so Noah knew that the waters were abated 

from off the earth.  12  And he stayed yet other seven days; and sent forth the dove; which returned not 

again unto him any more.  13  And it came to pass in the six hundredth and first year, in the first month, 

the first day of the month, the waters were dried up from off the earth: and Noah removed the covering of 

the ark, and looked, and, behold, the face of the ground was dry.  14  And in the second month, on the 

seven and twentieth day of the month, was the earth dried.  15  And God spake unto Noah, saying,  16  

Go forth of the ark, thou, and thy wife, and thy sons, and thy sons' wives with thee.  17  Bring forth with 

thee every living thing that is with thee, of all flesh, both of fowl, and of cattle, and of every creeping 

thing that creepeth upon the earth; that they may breed abundantly in the earth, and be fruitful, and 

multiply upon the earth.  18  And Noah went forth, and his sons, and his wife, and his sons' wives with 

him:  19  Every beast, every creeping thing, and every fowl, and whatsoever creepeth upon the earth, after 

their kinds, went forth out of the ark.  

 So the flood has come and gone with only eight souls surviving. The human race all trace back to 

this man name Noah and his family.  

 

III - A Rainbow: 

 Genesis 8:20-22 ñ And Noah builded an altar unto the LORD; and took of every clean beast, and 

of every clean fowl, and offered burnt offerings on the altar. 21 And the LORD smelled a sweet savour; 
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and the LORD said in his heart, I will not again curse the ground any more for man's sake; for the 

imagination of man's heart is evil from his youth; neither will I again smite any more every thing living, 

as I have done.  22  While the earth remaineth, seedtime and harvest, and cold and heat, and summer 

and winter, and day and night shall not cease.ò 

 As Noah comes off the ark we see him building an altar to make a sacrifice to God. Here is seen one 

of the purposes of the seven animals that were taken on the ark of the clean animals. Noah now offers some 

of the animals to God for a sacrifice. This may seem a small thing but it shows Godôs forethought into every 

detail. 

 In addition we see that there is a promise of the seasons contained here as well in verse 22. 

 But the greatest promise is the sign that God gave Noah in Genesis 9. Genesis 9:8-17 gives us the 

account of the Noahic covenant that has a rainbow for a sign. 

 Genesis 9:8-17  And God spake unto Noah, and to his sons with him, saying,  9  And I, behold, I 

establish my covenant with you, and with your seed after you;  10  And with every living creature that is 

with you, of the fowl, of the cattle, and of every beast of the earth with you; from all that go out of the 

ark, to every beast of the earth.  11  And I will establish my covenant with you; neither shall all flesh be 

cut off any more by the waters of a flood; neither shall there any more be a flood to destroy the earth.  12  

And God said, This is the token of the covenant which I make between me and you and every living 

creature that is with you, for perpetual generations:  13  I do set my bow in the cloud, and it shall be for a 

token of a covenant between me and the earth.  14  And it shall come to pass, when I bring a cloud over 

the earth, that the bow shall be seen in the cloud:  15  And I will remember my covenant, which is 

between me and you and every living creature of all flesh; and the waters shall no more become a flood to 

destroy all flesh.  16  And the bow shall be in the cloud; and I will look upon it, that I may remember the 

everlasting covenant between God and every living creature of all flesh that is upon the earth.  17  And 

God said unto Noah, This is the token of the covenant, which I have established between me and all flesh 

that is upon the earth.ò 

 Noah and his family entered into a totally different world. The changes upon the earth were drastic. 

The land that had been relatively flat now was mountainous. The climate would no longer be a perfect 

climate but have harsh heat and cold. Adam now is walking on lands in which animals that were trapped by 

the flood waters and covered are fossils for modern man.  

 I leave this Way Point with the words of Henry Morris again. 

 The fossils in this geological column, however, speak eloquently of death, and therefore they 

must have been deposited after Adamôs fall and Godôs curse. Thus, both the Biblical and scientific 

data, rightly understood, show that the earthôs great fossil graveyards must for the most part  have 

been buried by the Flood and its after-effects. The record of the rocks is not a testimony to evolution, 

but rather to Godôs sovereign power and judgment on sin.ò (p 213) 
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Way Point 5  

The Divided Earth 

Story of Noahôs Nakedness and Sin that Divided the Earth 

 

 The Bible says in Genesis 9:1  ñAnd God blessed Noah and his sons, and 

said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth.ò We know 

that there were only eight souls that were saved from the flood. Genesis 9:18-

19  ñAnd the sons of Noah, that went forth of the ark, were Shem, and Ham, 

and Japheth: and Ham is the father of Canaan.  19 These are the three sons 

of Noah: and of them was the whole earth overspread.ò It is from these men 

and their unnamed wives that all of mankind descended.  

 

I - Renewal of Command: Genesis 9:7 

 The command had been given Adam to multiply and spread over the earth. 

We see this again in the verse we read a moment ago. (Gen 9:1) Genesis 9:7 

ñAnd you, be ye fruitful, and multiply; bring forth abundantly in the earth, 

and multiply therein.ò 

 One of the stark difference between now and the time of Adam is found in 

Genesis 9:2,ñ And the fear of you and the dread of you shall be upon every 

beast of the earth, and upon every fowl of the air, upon all that moveth upon 

the earth, and upon all the fishes of the sea; into your hand are they 

delivered.ò 

 Henry Morris says, ñThe word ñdreadò in the King James could better be 

rendered ñterrorò.ò (p 222)   

 Here also is the first place also that we see become anything but a 

vegetarian. Genesis 9:3 ñEvery moving thing that liveth shall be meat for 

you; even as the green herb have I given you all things.ò 

 Now Noah and his descendants move from the Ark to the world around 

them. In just a few years, they will spread across the various parts of the world. 

 

II - The Fathers of all Nations: Genesis 9:18-19; 10:1-32  
 We saw in the introduction above that the sons of Noah were to overspread 

the whole earth according to Genesis 9:18-19. Genesis 9:19 NASB says,  

ñThese three were the sons of Noah, and from these the whole earth was 

populated.ò 

 We are going to look in a moment at what some have misunderstood as 

where the dark races of men came from. Let me give us a great quote from 

Morris again: 

ñall the physical characteristics of the different nations and tribes 

must, therefore, have been present in the genetic constitutions of 

these six people who came through the Flood in the Ark. Somehow, 

by the regular mechanisms of geneticsðvariation, recombinationð
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Coordinates: 

Genesis 9:1-10:32 

 

Sights to See: 

1- Mankind has been given 

dominion over the earth but 

the fall makes this a 

contentious attempt. 

 

2- The children of Noah as 

they came off the ark were the 

only humanôs alive.   

 

3- It is from these three sons 

of Noah that all races, nations 

and human have descended. 

  

4- The Table of the Nations 

given to us in Genesis 10 is a 

remarkable testimony that the 

Bible is Godôs inspired Word. 

 

5- The purpose of the Word is 

to bring forth the salvation 

plan of God through the 

lineage of the Messiah. A lot 

of historical events that we 

would have deemed important 

to mankind but not recorded 

because of the Messianic focus 

of the narrative. 

 

6- It is obvious that the fall 

continued after the flood by 

the events that transpired 

with Noahôs drunkenness and 

the events that took place 

during it.  

 

all the various groups of nations and tribes have developed from this 

beginning.ò (p 232) 

 It is within this section of the text for this study that is found the verse 

from which I derived the title for this story. After the flood as these family 

grew and spread we are told in Genesis 10:32  ñThese are the families of 

the sons of Noah, after their generations, in their nations: and by these 

were the nations divided in the earth after the flood.ò NASB says, ñand out 

of these the nations were separated on the earth after the flood.ò We have 

this same thought found also in Genesis 10:25  ñAnd unto Eber were born 

two sons: the name of one was Peleg; for in his days was the earth divided; 

and his brother's name was Joktan.ò 

 This tenth chapter of Genesis is a remarkable record. Again, returning to 

Henry Morris and The Genesis Record we read: 

 ñEven higher critics have often admitted that the tenth chapter 

of Genesis is a remarkable accurate historical document. There is 

no comparable catalog of ancient nations available from any other 

source. It is unparalleled in its antiquity and comprehensiveness. (p 

245) 

 So the Bible gives us the only record of the nations on earth. Let us not 

spend much time tarrying on who was the father of which nation now. 

Notice with me the obvious reason this in found in the Bible.  

 We know that the purpose of the Bible is the revelation of God of 

Himself to mankind. Interwoven into this is the fact that Jesus is the Messiah 

planned from the foundation of the world. Please notice generations of the 

three sons of Noah and the record given them here. 

 

 A- Japheth- Genesis 10:2-5 ñThe sons of Japheth; Gomer, and 

Magog, and Madai, and Javan, and Tubal, and Meshech, and Tiras.  3  

And the sons of Gomer; Ashkenaz, and Riphath, and Togarmah.  4  And 

the sons of Javan; Elishah, and Tarshish, Kittim, and Dodanim. 5  From 

these the coastlands of the nations were separated into their lands, every 

one according to his language, according to their families, into their 

nations.ò We find this genealogy also recorded for us in 1 Chronicles 1:5-7. 

 Japheth had seven sons. The next generation given us is the line of 

Gomer and Javen, we are given the other brothers descendants. The line ends 

here.  Of special note, is the fact that we are only given these two 

generations. Remember, God is interesting in the Messiah. 

 

 B- Ham- Genesis 10:6-20 ñAnd the sons of Ham; Cush, and Mizraim, 

and Phut, and Canaan.  7  And the sons of Cush; Seba, and Havilah, and 

Sabtah, and Raamah, and Sabtecha: and the sons of Raamah; Sheba, and 

Dedan.  8  And Cush begat Nimrod: he began to be a mighty one in the 
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earth.  9  He was a mighty hunter before the LORD: wherefore it is said, Even as Nimrod the mighty 

hunter before the LORD.  10  And the beginning of his kingdom was Babel, and Erech, and Accad, and 

Calneh, in the land of Shinar.  11  Out of that land went forth Asshur, and builded Nineveh, and the city 

Rehoboth, and Calah,  12  And Resen between Nineveh and Calah: the same is a great city.  13  And 

Mizraim begat Ludim, and Anamim, and Lehabim, and Naphtuhim,  14  And Pathrusim, and Casluhim, 

(out of whom came Philistim,) and Caphtorim.  15  And Canaan begat Sidon his firstborn, and Heth,  16  

And the Jebusite, and the Amorite, and the Girgasite,  17  And the Hivite, and the Arkite, and the Sinite,  

18  And the Arvadite, and the Zemarite, and the Hamathite: and afterward were the families of the 

Canaanites spread abroad.  19  And the border of the Canaanites was from Sidon, as thou comest to 

Gerar, unto Gaza; as thou goest, unto Sodom, and Gomorrah, and Admah, and Zeboim, even unto 

Lasha.  20  These are the sons of Ham, after their families, after their tongues, in their countries, and in 

their nations.ò  
 The generations of Ham is given here. He had 4 sons. We are given the next generation for three of the 

four. But only for Cush, Hamôs son does the generation go past one and then only two. So the generations of 

Ham are only three deep. Again it note worthy that Japheth and Ham are non-messianic lines. 

 

 C- Shem- Genesis 10:22-31  ñ The children of Shem; Elam, and Asshur, and Arphaxad, and Lud, 

and Aram.  23  And the children of Aram; Uz, and Hul, and Gether, and Mash.  24  And Arphaxad begat 

Salah; and Salah begat Eber.  25  And unto Eber were born two sons: the name of one was Peleg; for in 

his days was the earth divided; and his brother's name was Joktan.  26  And Joktan begat Almodad, and 

Sheleph, and Hazarmaveth, and Jerah,  27  And Hadoram, and Uzal, and Diklah,  28  And Obal, and 

Abimael, and Sheba,  29  And Ophir, and Havilah, and Jobab: all these were the sons of Joktan.  30  And 

their dwelling was from Mesha, as thou goest unto Sephar a mount of the east.  31  These are the sons of 

Shem, after their families, after their tongues, in their lands, after their nations.ò 

 This line will be followed until the Messiah if born. Shem was the 54
th
 from the Messiah. We are given 

the names of Arphaxad, Shelah, Eber and Peleg in the line of Shem. The lineage is picked up again in the 

genealogy found in Genesis 11:20ff. The purpose of this record being here is to show the lineage of 

Messiah and to verify that He was the son of Adam through Noah.  

 

III - Flood Didnôt Eradicate Sin: Genesis 9:20-27 

 So the earth is divided by family groups and nations begin to form. Let us now regress a bit to see that 

even though the flood was judgment upon sin on the earth, sin was not eradicated from the planet by the 

flood. The waters of the flood did not, nor could have, washed sin away. 

 We return to the story in a timeframe when Noahôs sons had children but it seems that they had not 

dispersed widely. Notice the story in Genesis 9:20-27  And Noah began to be an husbandman, and he 

planted a vineyard:  21  And he drank of the wine, and was drunken; and he was uncovered within his 

tent.  22  And Ham, the father of Canaan, saw the nakedness of his father, and told his two brethren 

without.  23  And Shem and Japheth took a garment, and laid it upon both their shoulders, and went 

backward, and covered the nakedness of their father; and their faces were backward, and they saw not 

their father's nakedness.  24  And Noah awoke from his wine, and knew what his younger son had done 

unto him.  25  And he said, Cursed be Canaan; a servant of servants shall he be unto his brethren.  26  



lllllllllllllllll 

lW ay P oint Chronicles l 

lllTraveling through the Old Testament by Chronological Storieslll 
© 2007-09 Dr. Edgar Pierce 

 

l- 19 -l 
 

And he said, Blessed be the LORD God of Shem; and Canaan shall be his servant.  27  God shall enlarge 

Japheth, and he shall dwell in the tents of Shem; and Canaan shall be his servant.. 

 Someone has said one of the most compelling arguments that the Bible is the Word of God and not 

merely the words of men is that God told the bad on everyone. One of the godliest men, a man who had 

stood in the face of great opposition and discouragement, lets his guard down for just a moment in time. It 

seems that Noah was fully aware of the danger of the drink. We can give him the benefit of the doubt and 

say he did not intend to get drunk, never the less he became intoxicated.  

 There seems to be a bit of confusion about who and what took place next. We do know that Noah was 

uncovered in his tent. We see that Ham notices the nakedness of his father and tells his brothers. Shem and 

Japheth took a garment and walked backwards and covered Noah.  

 We see from the prophecy given by Noah in Genesis 9:25-27 that Canaan, Noahôs grandson was guilt.  

 Harold Willmington says concerning this: 

 ñSome believe the crime involved here was homosexuality. Reasons for holding this view are: 

(1) The Hebrew language seems to suggest it. 

(2) The phrase ñnakedness of his fatherò in 9:22 is definitely connected with sexual immorality in 

Leviticus 18 and 20. 

(3) Hamôs son, Canaan, was the progenitor of the Canaanite people who later populated Palestine 

and who were noted for their horrible habits of sexual perversion.ò (P 32) 

 We have the prophecy of Noah concerning his sons along with the curse on Canaan. What was this 

curse? Some have tried to make it a curse upon the black race of mankind. The Bible does not in any way 

support this racial assumption. As a matter of fact the descendants of Canaan. Phut is commonly believed to 

be the founder of the African nations and not Canaan. 

 No matter the details, one thing that stand out in this is that sin is still a temptation for mankind. Another 

observation is that mankind spread across the world from a common descendant. So in fact from the fairest 

skin to the darkest, from the tallest to the shortest, from those with blue eyes and those with brown, or any 

combination we might make up of feature and genetic traits, all of us are cousins somewhere in the 

woodpile. We will see in our next Way Point that the scattering was assisted by another event.  
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Way Point 6  

What Was That You Said? 

Story of Tower of Babel and Language Division 

 

 Communication is one of the most precious and difficult things for humans 

to do. If you have ever traveled to a nation that does not speak English then 

you can understand a little more about this Way Point on our journey.  

 This is the story of the continuing rebellion of man against the Creator.  

  

I - The Rebel: Gen 10:6;8-10 

  Our story begins with a leader who lead the people farther away from 

God. He was the grandson of Ham, great-grandson of Noah. Notice Genesis 

10:6  And the sons of Ham; Cush, and Mizraim, and Phut, and Canaan.  

 Genesis 10:8-12  And Cush begat Nimrod: he began to be a mighty one 

in the earth.  9  He was a mighty hunter before the LORD: wherefore it is 

said, Even as Nimrod the mighty hunter before the LORD.  10  And the 

beginning of his kingdom was Babel, and Erech, and Accad, and Calneh, in 

the land of Shinar.ò  

 Faussetôs Bible Dictionary says, ñThe Hebrew name Nimrod means, 

"let us rebel," given by his contemporaries to Nimrod as one who ever had in 

his mouth such words to stir up his band to rebellion. Nimrod subverted the 

existing patriarchal order of society by setting up a chieftainship based on 

personal valor and maintained by aggression.ò 

 This rebellion was more than just an attempt to protect human lives 

from the increasing hostile animals. It was a willful and satanic steering of 

men away from the Creator. We still see evidences of this today around us 

everywhere. How? I am glad you asked. 

 Henry Morris says: 

Willfully leaving the knowledge and worship of the true God and 

Creator, they began instead to worship the creation. This soon led 

to pantheism and polytheism and idolatry. How much of this new 

system of religion came by direct communication with Satan 

himself we do not know, but there is abundant evidence that all 

forms of paganism have come originally from the ancient 

Babylonian religion. The essential identity of the various gods and 

goddesses of Rome, Greece, India, Egypt, and other nations the 

original pantheon of the Babylonians is well established.ò  

 All of the non-Christian religions have their origin in the pagan roots of 

Babylon. Many of these pagan deities were identified with the stars and planets 

as well as sun worshipping. This system of worship brought about what we 

know as the zodiac with the constellations.  
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Coordinates: 

Genesis 11:1-9 

 

Sights to See: 

1- Mankind continues to rebel 

against God after the flood 

and it lead to another 

judgment. 

2- Man is gullible to the lie of 

Satan that he can be a god. He 

told this lie to Eve you will 

remember. 

3- All religions of the world 

except for Christianity have 

their roots at the tower of 

Babel and the false religions 

there. 

4- The confusion of speech is 

still evident in our world 

today on many levels.  

5- Sin still makes it hard for 

us to communicate even when 

we speak the same language.  

6- Pentecost gives us evidence 

that God, who confused the 

languages of man, can 

unscramble them if it fits His 

purpose. 

7- What it be wonderful in 

heaven to understand 

everyone perfectly clear as we 

praise God.  

I I - One Language, One Speech: Gen 11:1-2  

 ñAnd the whole earth was of one language, and of one speech. 2 And it 

came to pass, as they journeyed from the east, that they found a plain in the 

land of Shinar; and they dwelt there.  ò All the humans of the earth could 

communicate with each other. They migrated from the mountains to the 

fertile plains of Mesopotamia. Some strongly suggest that this one language 

was the Hebrew language; others are less certain and say it was probably just 

in the Semitic family of languages. The strong argument for it being Hebrew 

is that all the names of men and places of this time have Hebrew meanings. 

Human speech is a very remarkable thing indeed. While we constantly see 

programs about how the dolphins, elephants, ants and other creature 

communicate with calls, chatter, odors and other means, only humans speak.  

 

I II - The City and the Tower to Heaven: Gen 11:3-4  

 ñAnd they said one to another, Go to, let us make brick, and burn them 

throughly. And they had brick for stone, and slime had they for morter.  4  

And they said, Go to, let us build us a city and a tower, whose top may reach 

unto heaven; and let us make us a name, lest we be scattered abroad upon 

the face of the whole earth.ò 

 The area in which these events take place is the plains and there was not 

any building material there. They made bricks from the soil, probably sun 

baked. They established a settlement in the land of Shinar and built cities.  

 One need only look at the use of the pronoun in this section to see that the 

rebellion was humanistic, let us build us a city and a tower, whose top may 

reach unto heaven; and let us make us a name...ò 

 So the city is built and they decide to build a tower. Some have a picture 

of this tower reaching into outer space and being an attempt to reaching into 

the throne room of God. This is not an accurate picture.  

 If you will notice in the KJV of your Bible the words, ñmay reachò are 

italic meaning they were inserted by the translator for clarity and were not in 

the original Hebrew text. The NASB has the same type insertion with the 

words, ñwill reachò, again in italic. 

 So, what is the meaning of this? Harold Willmington says: 

ñArchaeology evidence suggests that the Tower of Babel was in 

reality a building given over to astrology, or the heather worship of 

the heavens. Among the ruins of ancient Babylon is a building 153 

feet high with a 400 foot base. It was constructed of dried bricks in 

seven stages, to correspond with the known planets to which they 

were dedicated...These stages were surmounted by a lofty tower, 

on the summit of which were the signs of the Zodiac.ò (p 35) 

 JV McGee says, ñ...the sole purpose of this tower was for a rallying place for man.ò (p 52)  
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 Regardless of the shape, size or material it is obvious that the reason for this was none other than open 

rebellion against God. God had told man to spread; men said they would gather in cities. Men replaced the 

worship of God with the worship of creation and made manôs opinion superior to the Creator.  

 

IV- Godôs Reaction: Gen 11:5-6   

 ñAnd the LORD came down to see the city and the tower, which the children of men builded.  6  And 

the LORD said, Behold, the people is one, and they have all one language; and this they begin to do: and 

now nothing will be restrained from them, which they have imagined to do.ò 

 God had not too many years before destroyed all but eight humans for wickedness and rebellion. God 

saw this for what it was not what it was promoted to be. God could see the hearts and knew their intent.   

 John Wesley in his notes said, ñAnd the Lord said, Behold the people is one, and they have all one 

language - And if they continue one, much of the earth will be left uninhabited, and these children of men, if 

thus incorporated, will swallow up the little remnant of God's children, therefore it is decreed they must not 

be one. And now nothing will be restrained from them - And this is a reason why they must be crossed, in 

their design.ò (from E.sword.net) 

  

V- What Was That You Said? Gen 11:7-9   

 ñGo to, let us go down, and there confound their language, that they may not understand one 

another's speech.  8  So the LORD scattered them abroad from thence upon the face of all the earth: and 

they left off to build the city.  9  Therefore is the name of it called Babel; because the LORD did there 

confound the language of all the earth: and from thence did the LORD scatter them abroad upon the 

face of all the earth. 

 We could have called this Godôs remedy. I have always though of this with a bit of amusment as it plays 

in my mind. I picture two workers working on a project. At a moment of time God stirred to pot of the 

languages and all of a sudden when one says to another hand me another brick, it sounded like, 

akjofaodnbcore;lather;adnaghelo. Not realizing what had happened they both think the other has not only 

gone lazy but crazy. There are few that the workers meet on the streets, as they drop they tools and head 

home, that they can understand. Others are just akjofaodnbcore;lather;adnaghelo.  

 Barnes notes puts forth the following idea found in Barnes Notes in E-sword: 

 ñPhilologists have distinguished three or four great types or families of languages. The first of 

these was the Shemitic or Hebrew family. It is probable that most of the Shemites spoke dialects of 

this well-defined type of human speech. 

 The second family of languages has been variously designated Japhetic, Indo-Germanic, Indo-

European and Arian. It is spoken by the great bulk of the descendants of Japheth, and embraces a 

series of cognate modes of communication, extending from India to the various European colonies 

of America. It includes Greek, the tongue of the New Testament. 

 A third class, including the Kushite (Babylonian), Egyptian, and other African languages, has 

been termed Hamitic. Some of its stocks have affinities both with the Shemitic and Japhetic 

families.ò 

 Perhaps we can speculate, as many have, that each of the descendants of sons Noah instantly began 

to speak a language separate from the others.  



lllllllllllllllll 

lW ay P oint Chronicles l 

lllTraveling through the Old Testament by Chronological Storieslll 
© 2007-09 Dr. Edgar Pierce 

 

l- 23 -l 
 

 Regardless of what happen the effect was that mankind was dispersed throughout the world. Of 

special attention is the effect, ñand they left off to build the city...ò 

 

VI - God the Translator: 

 The languages of today are even more diverse and complicated. Men sit with ear phone to their head at 

the United Nations. Many people speak local languages of only specific village or tribe when they are cut 

off from the outside world. We see the effect of the tower of Babel around us everyday. 

 I want us to now go in our Way Point to a time in the New Testament that has been often abused and 

misused by theologians to support their personal point of view. Look at the day of Pentecost in Acts 2. 

 Acts 2:1-11 ñ And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all with one accord in one 

place.  2  And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled all the 

house where they were sitting.  3  And there appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat 

upon each of them.  4  And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other 

tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.  5  And there were dwelling at Jerusalem Jews, devout men, 

out of every nation under heaven.  6  Now when this was noised abroad, the multitude came together, and 

were confounded, because that every man heard them speak in his own language.  7  And they were all 

amazed and marvelled, saying one to another, Behold, are not all these which speak Galilaeans?  8  And 

how hear we every man in our own tongue, wherein we were born?  9  Parthians, and Medes, and 

Elamites, and the dwellers in Mesopotamia, and in Judaea, and Cappadocia, in Pontus, and Asia,  10  

Phrygia, and Pamphylia, in Egypt, and in the parts of Libya about Cyrene, and strangers of Rome, Jews 

and proselytes,  11  Cretes and Arabians, we do hear them speak in our tongues the wonderful works of 

God.ò 

 Beloved, the God who confused the languages of men can unconfused them. These men spoke in their 

native tongue, probably Aramaic, and the wonder of Pentecost is that all heard it in their own tongue. 

Amazing, not at all, God was the Translator. 

 

VI I - One Language, One Speech... Again: 

 Now go with me to the future. We see that there will again be a time when all people will speak the 

same language.  

 Revelation 19:1-6 ñAnd after these things I heard a great voice of much people in heaven, saying, 

Alleluia; Salvation, and glory, and honour, and power, unto the Lord our God ... 3  And again they said, 

Alleluia. And her smoke rose up for ever and ever.  4  And the four and twenty elders and the four beasts 

fell down and worshipped God that sat on the throne, saying, Amen; Alleluia.  5  And a voice came out of 

the throne, saying, Praise our God, all ye his servants, and ye that fear him, both small and great.  6  And 

I heard as it were the voice of a great multitude, and as the voice of many waters, and as the voice of 

mighty thunderings, saying, Alleluia: for the Lord God omnipotent reigneth.ò 

 JV McGee said, ñI believe whatever that language was will be the language that will be spoken in 

heaven, and it will be a much better language than we have today, with more specific nouns and verbs, 

adverbs, and adjectives.ò (p 52) 

 When we all get to heaven we will understand each other and will use the restored language to praise 

God throughout eternity. 
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Way Point 7  

How Can You Still Praise God? 

Story of the Suffering of Job 

 

  One of the earliest stories of manôs struggles with life as they live out 

their faith in the Creator is where we stop for our next Way Point. The story 

is one that is very familiar to both believers as well as many non believers. 

We have sayings in our culture related to it like, ñthe patience of Jobò and 

the ñsuffering of Job.ò 

 So who was this man and what makes him such an example of suffering 

and praise. I have entitled this Way Point with a question, ñHow can you 

still praise God?ò We will see a man who refuses to cast off his faith because 

of trouble and suffering. 

 

I - Jobôs Blessings: 

 Our story begins with a family man who loved his family and 

worshipped God. God had blessed him in many ways. By the way blessings 

of God come in many different ways, not just financially, as we sometimes 

make the mistake of thinking. 

 Job 1:1-5  There was a man in the land of Uz, whose name was Job; 

and that man was perfect and upright, and one that feared God, and 

eschewed evil.  2  And there were born unto him seven sons and three 

daughters.  3  His substance also was seven thousand sheep, and three 

thousand camels, and five hundred yoke of oxen, and five hundred she 

asses, and a very great household; so that this man was the greatest of all 

the men of the east.  4  And his sons went and feasted in their houses, 

every one his day; and sent and called for their three sisters to eat and to 

drink with them.  5  And it was so, when the days of their feasting were 

gone about, that Job sent and sanctified them, and rose up early in the 

morning, and offered burnt offerings according to the number of them all: 

for Job said, It may be that my sons have sinned, and cursed God in their 

hearts. Thus did Job continually. 

 God had blessed this man with ten children and lot of herds and flocks. 

Job knew from where the blessing came and worshipped God. He sacrificed 

daily for his children.  

 

II - Jobôs Trials: 

 We are privileged to have the story of Job from the backstage behind the 

scene view. We have front row seats to the drama as it unfolds not only on 

earth but in the spiritual realm as well.  

 Job 1:6-12  Now there was a day when the sons of God came to present 

themselves before the LORD, and Satan came also among them.  7  And 
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Coordinates: 

Job 1-42 

 

Sights to See: 

1- We should all realize that 

all blessing come from God. 

2- Our praise and worship of 

God should not be simply tied 

to blessing but to who He is. 

3- We should be very cautious 

before we step forth with 

accusations even when it look 

like someone is guilt.  

4- There are many question 

that creation bring forth that 

man cannot answer because 

he was not present as an 

observer of the events. 

5- God holds all of creation in 

His hands. 

6- Even though Job did not 

sin, we find that before a holy 

righteous God he, as all 

mankind must, falls in 

worship. 

7- It isnôt over until God says 

it is over. Remember the 

double blessing. 

the LORD said unto Satan, Whence comest thou? Then Satan answered 

the LORD, and said, From going to and fro in the earth, and from 

walking up and down in it.  8  And the LORD said unto Satan, Hast 

thou considered my servant Job, that there is none like him in the earth, 

a perfect and an upright man, one that feareth God, and escheweth 

evil?  9  Then Satan answered the LORD, and said, Doth Job fear God 

for nought?  10  Hast not thou made an hedge about him, and about his 

house, and about all that he hath on every side? thou hast blessed the 

work of his hands, and his substance is increased in the land.  11  But 

put forth thine hand now, and touch all that he hath, and he will curse 

thee to thy face.  12  And the LORD said unto Satan, Behold, all that he 

hath is in thy power; only upon himself put not forth thine hand. So 

Satan went forth from the presence of the LORD. 

 So we see that the adversary and the accuser of Job was the enemy of 

God and all that are godly. Satan tells God that Job only worships Him 

because of the blessings. As we stop at our Way Point lets ask, why do we 

worship God? Is it because of blessings or is it because of who He is. 

Jesus told the crowds they only followed Him because of what He was 

giving them by miraculous, means not because of who He was. Many 

people hang around the rich and famous for the crumbs from the table.  

 God gives Satan permission to afflict Job. This brings us a good point. 

God uses suffering for many lessons in life to build us into what He wants 

us to be. Satan would destroy us if he was allowed but even the suffering 

that he can inflict is under the sovereign control of God.  

 In the ensuing verses of chapter one we see that Job loses his sons and 

daughters in a storm, all his flocks by thieves, and all his servants by the 

sword. Job lost his entire fortune. We cannot help but thing of the men 

and women who jumped out the windows to their death when the stock 

market crashed. What would Job do? 

 Job 1:20-22  Then Job arose, and rent his mantle, and shaved his 

head, and fell down upon the ground, and worshipped,  21  And said, 

Naked came I out of my mother's womb, and naked shall I return 

thither: the LORD gave, and the LORD hath taken away; blessed be the 

name of the LORD.  22  In all this Job sinned not, nor charged God 

foolishly. 

 The next thing that Satan is allowed to do is afflict Job personally in the flesh. Again it is only what God 

would allow. Job 2:7-8  So went Satan forth from the presence of the LORD, and smote Job with sore 

boils from the sole of his foot unto his crown.  8  And he took him a potsherd to scrape himself withal; 

and he sat down among the ashes. 

 Job now sits on the garbage dump and scraps the sores. His wife tells him,  ñ...Dost thou still retain 

thine integrity? curse God, and die.ò Job 2:9 Job calls her a foolish woman still he did not sin nor curse 

God. God was glorified and Satan was humiliated in this battle.  How can he till praise God? 
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III - Jobôs Friends: 

 Job 4-37 records the visits from four of Jobs friends, or should we say, so called friends. They had a 

holier than thou attitude and were quick to condemn Job without knowing the facts. 

 Eliphaz is the first to speak and gives his advise out of personal experience. He calls Job a blowhard in  

Job 15:2  ñShould a wise man utter vain knowledge, and fill his belly with the east wind?ò He also says 

that Job is suffering because of sin. Job 15:6  Thine own mouth condemneth thee, and not I: yea, thine 

own lips testify against thee. He spoke again later and accused Job of cheating the poor and hungry as well 

as mistreating widows and orphans. (See chapter 22) 

 Another friend was Bildad. He concludes his suffering is because of sin as well. Job 8:20  Behold, God 

will not cast away a perfect man, neither will he help the evil doers. He tells Job to repent and turn back to 

God. 

 The next friend was Zophar. Same old story different voice. He accuses Job of being a hypocrite. Job 

20:5  That the triumphing of the wicked is short, and the joy of the hypocrite but for a moment? 

 These men sat with Job at first and did not open their mouth. When they did they spoke foolishly 

without knowing the facts. They jumped off the cliff of conclusion.  

 We have a fourth younger man now that comes into the situation. He learned his lessons from the feet of 

the others and in a matter of time he also is accusing Job.  

 Job during the interchange with his friends was not silent. Job answered in some nine different speeches. 

However thought out it all he maintain his innocence. He makes some mountain size faith statements as 

well. Job 13:15  Though he slay me, yet will I trust in him: but I will maintain mine own ways before 

him. 

 However, we also see the despair of Job as well. He never cursed God but did curse the day he was born. 

How can he till  praise God? 

 

IV - Godôs Questions: 

 There are four of the most inquisitive chapters found anywhere in the Word of God in Job. Chapters 38-

41is when God calls Job to answer His questions. The three friends have been calling Job out and he has 

maintained his innocence, and rightfully so. Now God calls him to answer some questions. Theses questions 

should be mandatory for all men who lay claim that they are educated. Even if they reject God I think that 

any intelligent person should consider the facts. I feel when they consider both sides of the issue, God will 

be obvious to them.  

Job 38:1-3  Then the LORD answered Job out of the whirlwind, and said,  2  Who is this that darkeneth 

counsel by words without knowledge?  3  Gird up now thy loins like a man; for I will demand of thee, and 

answer thou me. 

 Then the questions. Notice a few of these. 

Job 38:4  Where wast thou when I laid the foundations of the earth? declare, if thou hast understanding. 

Job 38:6  Whereupon are the foundations thereof fastened? or who laid the corner stone thereof; 

Job 38:18  Hast thou perceived the breadth of the earth? declare if thou knowest it all. 

Job 38:28  Hath the rain a father? or who hath begotten the drops of dew? 

 It is obvious to even the most callous observer that the questions can only be asked but never fully 

answered apart from faith in the Creator. How can he till praise God? Because of who He is.... 
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V- Jobôs Answer: 

 When men truly come face to face with the Creator it will move us to our knees. Notice the praise of 

Job. 

 Job 42:1-6  Then Job answered the LORD, and said,  2  I know that thou canst do every thing, and 

that no thought can be withholden from thee.  3  Who is he that hideth counsel without knowledge? 

therefore have I uttered that I understood not; things too wonderful for me, which I knew not.  4  Hear, I 

beseech thee, and I will speak: I will demand of thee, and declare thou unto me.  5  I have heard of thee 

by the hearing of the ear: but now mine eye seeth thee.  6  Wherefore I abhor myself, and repent in dust 

and ashes. 

 I have always found it amusing the response that God give in rebuke of Jobs holier than though friends. 

Job 42:7-8  And it was so, that after the LORD had spoken these words unto Job, the LORD said to 

Eliphaz the Temanite, My wrath is kindled against thee, and against thy two friends: for ye have not 

spoken of me the thing that is right, as my servant Job hath.  8  Therefore take unto you now seven 

bullocks and seven rams, and go to my servant Job, and offer up for yourselves a burnt offering; and my 

servant Job shall pray for you: for him will I accept: lest I deal with you after your folly, in that ye have 

not spoken of me the thing which is right, like my servant Job. 

 

VI - Jobôs Double Blessings: 

 The story does not end with Job here. We see what has been referred to as his double blessing. Job 

42:10-13  And the LORD turned the captivity of Job, when he prayed for his friends: also the LORD gave 

Job twice as much as he had before.  11  Then came there unto him all his brethren, and all his sisters, 

and all they that had been of his acquaintance before, and did eat bread with him in his house: and they 

bemoaned him, and comforted him over all the evil that the LORD had brought upon him: every man 

also gave him a piece of money, and every one an earring of gold.  12  So the LORD blessed the latter end 

of Job more than his beginning: for he had fourteen thousand sheep, and six thousand camels, and a 

thousand yoke of oxen, and a thousand she asses.  13  He had also seven sons and three daughters. 

 Job in one sense was given another complete life before God. He lived to see his great great 

grandchildren. What a blessing. Job 42:16-17  After this lived Job an hundred and forty years, and saw his 

sons, and his sons' sons, even four generations.  17  So Job died, being old and full of days. 

 And, Job is still praising God in eternity!!!! 
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Way Point 8  

Camping Beside the Road 

Story of Abraham Sidetracked in Haran 

 

 How many people have started out to become a certain professional 

and then life got in the way. They become sidetracked with marriage, 

family, sickness, distractions of important things, but distractions none 

the less.  

 By the same token how man people have been given a clear distinct 

call from God and on the way got side tracked or distracted.  

 Our Way Point today begins with the birth of the man who would 

become one of the most revered men in history. Genesis 11:26  ñAnd 

Terah lived seventy years, and begat Abram, Nahor, and Haran.ò Terah 

was the 46
th
 generation from the Messiah and Abram is the key son that 

is born to him. Abram (aka Abraham. NOTE: I will refer to him Abraham 

even before his name change) is 45
th
 generation. Abraham was born only 

a couple of years after Noah died.  

 

I - His Family: 

 We have already seen that Terah was the father of Abraham. We find 

in  Genesis 11:29-30 ñAnd Abram and Nahor took them wives: the 

name of Abram's wife was Sarai; and the name of Nahor's wife, 

Milcah, the daughter of Haran, the father of Milcah, and the father of 

Iscah.  30  But Sarai was barren; she had no child.ò 

 So Abraham takes a wife named Sarai (aka Sarah. NOTE: I will refer 

to her as Sarah). Please notice that Sarah was barren and could not give 

Abraham any children at this point. 

 Abrahamôs brother Haran died before Terah his father after having a 

son named Lot. Genesis 11:28  ñAnd Haran died before his father 

Terah in the land of his nativity, in Ur of the Chaldees.ò 

 

II - His Call: 

 Genesis 12:1-3  ñNow the LORD had said unto Abram, Get thee out 

of thy country, and from thy kindred, and from thy father's house, unto 

a land that I will shew thee:  2  And I will make of thee a great nation, 

and I will bless thee, and make thy name great; and thou shalt be a 

blessing:  3  And I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that 

curseth thee: and in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed.ò This 

promise of God is commonly referred to as the Abrahamic Covenant.  

 God calls Abraham to leave Ur the land of his family and friends and 

go where he would show him. Please notice that Abraham is told to get 

away from his kindred and his fatherôs house. 
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Coordinates: 

Genesis 11:29-12:9 

 

Sights to See: 

1- Abraham let family and 

other good and righteous 

things get in his way and 

distracting him from the 

perfect will of God. 

2- To the casual observer this 

may seem like a minor point 

but how many have never 

moved along in their walk 

with God after getting bogged 

down. How many people have 

camped beside the road or 

boated on the lake and never 

found time for God again? 

3- How many have never 

begun the journey and have 

never even gotten to Haran? 

4- Abraham was willing to 

start the journey that he was 

not sure where he would end 

up. God told him to go and he 

would show him where when 

he got there. 

5- We need to examine our 

lives and make sure that there 

is nothing that we are putting 

before God, be it family, job, 

personal comfort or whatever. 

 

 God promised to make Abraham a great nation but please 

remember that Abraham is married to Sarah who is barren. This 

will cause Abraham a lot of grief and heartaches as we will see in 

other Way Points.  

  

III - His Sidetrack: 

  So Abraham has been given a clear directive from God 

to separate from family. Notice the first thing that happened was 

that He did not completely do as instructed but took his father 

along. Genesis 11:31  ñAnd Terah took Abram his son, and Lot 

the son of Haran his son's son, and Sarai his daughter in law, 

his son Abram's wife; and they went forth with them from Ur of 

the Chaldees, to go into the land of Canaan; and they came unto 

Haran, and dwelt there.ò 

 Abraham is still following his father instead of striking out on 

his own. Lot his nephew is also along. Notice they left headed 

toward Canaan but stopped at Haran. We can only speculate why 

they stopped here. We do know that this is the place where 

Abrahamôs brother Nahor settled and was where Isaacôs wife 

would later come from. 

 Notice what M.G. Easton M.A., D.D., Illustrated Bible 

Dictionary says: 

 Heb. haran, i.e., ñparched;ò or probably from the 

Accadian charana, meaning ña road.ò A celebrated city 

of Western Asia, now Harran, where Abram remained, 

after he left Ur of the Chaldees, till his father Terah 

died (Gen_11:31, Gen_11:32), when he continued his 

journey into the land of Canaan. It is called ñCharranò 

in the LXX. and in Act_7:2. It is called the ñcity of 

Nahorò (Gen_24:10), and Jacob resided here with 

Laban (Gen_30:43). It stood on the river Belik, an 

affluent of the Euphrates, about 70 miles above where it 

joins that river in Upper Mesopotamia or Padan-aram, 

and about 600 miles northwest of Ur in a direct line. It 

was on the caravan route between the east and west. It 

is afterwards mentioned among the towns taken by the 

king of Assyria (2Ki_19:12; Isa_37:12). It was known 

to the Greeks and Romans under the name Carrhae.  

 After traveling some 600 miles Abraham sets up living in Haran instead of going on to the 

promised land. Abraham was camping beside the road instead of traveling on into the will of God. 

Abraham is going to dwell here for five years. I want you to notice the underline in the text above 
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under his call. It says, ñNow the LORD had said unto Abram...ò God had told him to go past this 

point. 

 It is only after a personal tragedy of losing his father that Abraham moved along. May I suggest 

that Haran was never a Way Point on the journey of Abraham. He never should have stopped here 

and camped.  

 Genesis 12:4-9 So Abram departed, as the LORD had spoken unto him; and Lot went with 

him: and Abram was seventy and five years old when he departed out of Haran.  5  And Abram 

took Sarai his wife, and Lot his brother's son, and all their substance that they had gathered, and 

the souls that they had gotten in Haran; and they went forth to go into the land of Canaan; and 

into the land of Canaan they came.  6  And Abram passed through the land unto the place of 

Sichem, unto the plain of Moreh. And the Canaanite was then in the land.  7  And the LORD 

appeared unto Abram, and said, Unto thy seed will I give this land: and there builded he an altar 

unto the LORD, who appeared unto him.  8  And he removed from thence unto a mountain on the 

east of Bethel, and pitched his tent, having Bethel on the west, and Hai on the east: and there he 

builded an altar unto the LORD, and called upon the name of the LORD.  9  And Abram 

journeyed, going on still toward the south. 

 Barnes Notes says:  

 ñAbram does not enter into immediate possession, but only travels through the land which 

the Lord had promised to show him Gen_12:1. He arrives at ñthe place of Shekem.ò The 

town was probably not yet in existence. It lay between Mount Gerizzim and Mount Ebal. It 

possesses a special interest as the spot where the Lord first appeared to Abram in the land of 

promise. It was afterward dedicated to the Lord by being made a Levitical town, and a city of 

refuge. At this place Joshua convened an assembly of all Israel to hear his farewell address. 

ñSo Joshua made a covenant with the people that day, and set them a statute and an ordinance 

in Shekemò Jos. 24:1-25. The particular point in the place of Shekem where Abram halted is 

the oak of Moreh; so called, probably, from its planter or owner. The oak attains to great 

antiquity, and a single tree, well grown, becomes conspicuous for its grandeur and beauty, 

and was often chosen in ancient times as a meeting-place for religious rites.ò 

 So Abraham enters the land that will be his by promise from God but the time was not right. The 

Canaanites were occupying the land. But, we must remember that Abraham has no heirs at this time 

as well. God has a lot of work to do.  

 Did you notice however that God was blessing Abraham with great wealth already? He left 

Haran with a lot more wealth than he arrived with.  

 Perhaps the most important item here however is not the blessing but the promise to come. 7  

And the LORD appeared unto Abram, and said, Unto thy seed will I give this land...ò This promise 

will be affirmed many times to Abraham as well as the generations of his descendants to come.  

 Abraham did not tarry long in the land at this time. One last item to see at this Way Point in 

preparation for our next is the last statement. Gen 12:9  ñAnd Abram journeyed, going on still 

toward the south.ò Egypt was waiting. 
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Way Point 9  

Half Truths and Whole Lies 

Story of Abraham Lying About Sarah 

 

 When we left our last Way Point Abraham (Abram) was headed south 

in the land of Canaan. God had promised that his descendants would 

possess the land. Genesis 12:7  And the LORD appeared unto Abram, and 

said, Unto thy seed will I give this land: and there builded he an altar 

unto the LORD, who appeared unto him.  
 South of the land of Israel lies the continent of Africa and Egypt.  

I - Canaan Behind, Egypt Ahead: Gen 12:10 

 Abraham journeyed into Egypt with his wife Sarah and Nephew Lot 

along with their herds. Before we are to critical on him letôs look at the 

reason he journeyed on south. 

 First you will recall that it said in Genesis 12:6 ñ And Abram passed 

through the land unto the place of Sichem, unto the plain of Moreh. And 

the Canaanite was then in the land.ò 

Haran *  

Egypt 

Bethel 
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Coordinates: 

Genesis 12:10-13:4; 20:1-18 

 

Sights to See: 

1- A partial truth is most of the 

time a whole lie.  

2- Abraham told only part of the 

information concerning his 

relationship with Sarah in order 

to deceive. 

3- Fear at times makes for bad 

judgment. 

4- The providential protection of 

Abraham is evident even in his 

failures. Is it not even in ours. 

5- Many times we are guilty of 

thinking if we can get by with it 

one time we can again.  

6- Perhaps the saddest part of 

this story that has not been 

mentioned to this point is that 

Isaac, Abrahamôs son, followed 

in his fathers footsteps. Notice 

Genesis 26:1  And there was a 

famine in the land, beside the 

first famine that was in the days 

of Abraham. And Isaac went unto 

Abimelech king of the Philistines 

unto Gerar. 

 Genesis 26:7  And the men of 

the place asked him of his wife; 

and he said, She is my sister: for 

he feared to say, She is my wife; 

lest, said he, the men of the place 

should kill me for Rebekah; 

because she was fair to look 

upon. 

 

 

 

 These Canaanites were the nations that the Jewish people hundred 

of years later were instructed to destroy. This destruction was not just 

a random act of violence however, it was an act of judgment upon 

their sin by God. Notice what is said in Genesis 15:16 ñBut in the 

fourth generation they (the descendants of Abraham) shall come 

hither again: for the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet full.ò 

 The Amorites were descendants of one of the sons of Canaan. The 

International Standard Bible Encyclopedia says:  

  ñThe name Amorite is used in the Old Testament to 

denote (1) The inhabitants of Palestine generally, (2) The 

population of the hills as opposed to the plain, and (3) a 

specific people under a king of their own.ò 

 So, the time was not yet right for Abrahamôs descendants to live 

permanently in the land. And, by the way, at this time Abraham had 

no descendants. He at this time could not have been a large enough 

group to occupy the land. There were only seventy descendants two 

generations later.  

 The other obvious reason for Abraham going on toward the south, 

at this time, is the famine. Notice Genesis 12:10  ñAnd there was a 

famine in the land: and Abram went down into Egypt to sojourn 

there; for the famine was grievous in the land.ò 

 Many times great population shifts took place because of the 

availability of food. You will recall that during the time of Joseph the 

descendants of Jacob, the twelve sons who became the tribes, were 

moved to Egypt because of famine. We will get to that Way Point on 

down the trail. 

 

II - Half Truths and Whole Lives: Gen 12:11-20 

 We pick up our story in the precious text of the Bible as they 

come near to Egypt. Please notice the half-truths that were whole lies.

  

 Genesis 12:11-12  And it came to pass, when he was come near 

to enter into Egypt, that he said unto Sarai his wife, Behold now, I 

know that thou art a fair woman to look upon:  12  Therefore it 

shall come to pass, when the Egyptians shall see thee, that they 

shall say, This is his wife: and they will kill me, but they will save 

thee alive.   

 Abraham, the great man of God, the man whom God would 

ultimately bless beyond his wildest dream or expectations shows his 

humanity here. He is concerned for his safety as they go into Egypt. 

We do not any worry express in the first 1000 plus miles of his 

journey thus far, even as he entered the land of the Canaanites. But 
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now he expresses an obvious concern for safety. Abraham knew they were going into a country that 

it would be obvious they were strangers.  

 Sarah was a woman of at least sixty-five years at this time but the record says she was beautiful 

woman. Abraham feared they would kill him so they could take here for a wife. So he hatched a plot. 

A plot of half truths. 

 Genesis 12:13 ñSay, I pray thee, thou art my sister: that it may be well with me for thy sake; 

and my soul shall live because of thee.ò 

 The story was to tell that she was his sister. We see from other places that indeed she was his 

half sister. Later on in another time, that we will get to in a moment, Abraham said, Genesis 20:12  

ñAnd yet indeed she is my sister; she is the daughter of my father, but not the daughter of my 

mother; and she became my wife.ò  

 When we are told in Genesis 11:29 that Abraham took Sarah for his wife it is omitted that she 

was his sister. It is later we find this out.  

 Genesis 12:14  And it came to pass, that, when Abram was come into Egypt, the Egyptians 

beheld the woman that she was very fair.  15  The princes also of Pharaoh saw her, and 

commended her before Pharaoh: and the woman was taken into Pharaoh's house. 

 Just as Abraham had feared, Sarah was desired by the Egyptians and taken into the house of 

Pharaoh. 

 Genesis 12: 16  And he entreated Abram well for her sake: and he had sheep, and oxen, and 

he asses, and menservants, and maidservants, and she asses, and camels. 

 Thinking Sarah was Abraham sister only, they gave gifts to Abraham. 

 Genesis 12:17  And the LORD plagued Pharaoh and his house with great plagues because of 

Sarai Abram's wife. 

 God was not pleased with this and troubled the Pharaoh. I suspect that Abraham should have 

really be sacred now that his half truth was being exposed.  

 18  And Pharaoh called Abram, and said, What is this that thou hast done unto me? why didst 

thou not tell me that she was thy wife?  19  Why saidst thou, She is my sister? so I might have 

taken her to me to wife: now therefore behold thy wife, take her, and go thy way.  20  And 

Pharaoh commanded his men concerning him: and they sent him away, and his wife, and all that 

he had. 

 Abraham is basically ran out of town on a rail so to speak. He is escorted out of town. But, did 

you notice the protection of God even during the events that were not pleasing to Him.  

 

III - Egypt Behind- Canaan Again Gen 13:1-4 

 Where would they go. Back to Canaan. Notice Genesis 13:1-4  And Abram went up out of 

Egypt, he, and his wife, and all that he had, and Lot with him, into the south.  2  And Abram was 

very rich in cattle, in silver, and in gold.  3  And he went on his journeys from the south even to 

Bethel, unto the place where his tent had been at the beginning, between Bethel and Hai;  4  Unto 

the place of the altar, which he had made there at the first: and there Abram called on the name 

of the LORD. 

 Abraham returned from Egypt with great wealth back to Bethel and worshipped God. We will 

pick up the story here next time with a conflict, or potential conflict.  
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IV - If it Worked Once...Oh No Heôs Doing it Again: 

 We would think that after the fiasco of the events before that Abraham would have learned his 

lesson. Notice Gen 20:1-18 with me. Abimelech is a common name for Philistine kings much like 

Pharaoh for Egyptian and Caesar for Roman. Abraham did not learn his lesson the first time and 

repeats the same lies as before. Letôs read the Scriptures and let them tell the story.  

 Genesis 20:1-18  And Abraham journeyed from thence toward the south country, and dwelled 

between Kadesh and Shur, and sojourned in Gerar.  2  And Abraham said of Sarah his wife, She 

is my sister: and Abimelech king of Gerar sent, and took Sarah.  3  But God came to Abimelech in 

a dream by night, and said to him, Behold, thou art but a dead man, for the woman which thou 

hast taken; for she is a man's wife.  4  But Abimelech had not come near her: and he said, Lord, 

wilt thou slay also a righteous nation?  5  Said he not unto me, She is my sister? and she, even she 

herself said, He is my brother: in the integrity of my heart and innocency of my hands have I done 

this.  6  And God said unto him in a dream, Yea, I know that thou didst this in the integrity of thy 

heart; for I also withheld thee from sinning against me: therefore suffered I thee not to touch her.  

7  Now therefore restore the man his wife; for he is a prophet, and he shall pray for thee, and thou 

shalt live: and if thou restore her not, know thou that thou shalt surely die, thou, and all that are 

thine.  8  Therefore Abimelech rose early in the morning, and called all his servants, and told all 

these things in their ears: and the men were sore afraid.  9  Then Abimelech called Abraham, and 

said unto him, What hast thou done unto us? and what have I offended thee, that thou hast 

brought on me and on my kingdom a great sin? thou hast done deeds unto me that ought not to be 

done.  10  And Abimelech said unto Abraham, What sawest thou, that thou hast done this thing?  

11  And Abraham said, Because I thought, Surely the fear of God is not in this place; and they 

will slay me for my wife's sake.  12  And yet indeed she is my sister; she is the daughter of my 

father, but not the daughter of my mother; and she became my wife.  13  And it came to pass, 

when God caused me to wander from my father's house, that I said unto her, This is thy kindness 

which thou shalt shew unto me; at every place whither we shall come, say of me, He is my 

brother.  14  And Abimelech took sheep, and oxen, and menservants, and womenservants, and 

gave them unto Abraham, and restored him Sarah his wife.  15  And Abimelech said, Behold, my 

land is before thee: dwell where it pleaseth thee.  16  And unto Sarah he said, Behold, I have 

given thy brother a thousand pieces of silver: behold, he is to thee a covering of the eyes, unto all 

that are with thee, and with all other: thus she was reproved.  17  So Abraham prayed unto God: 

and God healed Abimelech, and his wife, and his maidservants; and they bare children.  18  For 

the LORD had fast closed up all the wombs of the house of Abimelech, because of Sarah 

Abraham's wife.  

 So, Abraham tells the same type lie and again the lie of Abraham is exposed. Some call this 

human nature. 

 We must wonder how many blessing Abraham may have forfeited by his acts. Also, we see that 

God used sinful men, that was the only kind He had to us, to accomplish His purposes. 
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Way Point 10  

Be Careful What You Choose 

Story of Lotôs Choice of Sodom 

 

 Abraham journeyed from the city of Ur, then got sidetracked in Haran 

and then simply passed through Canaan and went into Egypt. He returned 

from Egypt to Canaan and settled again at Bethel. He has become a very 

prosperous man because of the blessings of God on his life. Genesis 13:2  

ñAnd Abram was very rich in cattle, in silver, and in gold.ò 

 With Abraham on each step of the journey was the son of Haran, his 

dead brother. Genesis 12:5  ñAnd Abram took Sarai his wife, and Lot his 

brother's son, and all their substance that they had gathered, and the 

souls that they had gotten in Haran; [remember Haran is a city as well as 

Abrahamôs brotherôs name] and they went forth to go into the land of 

Canaan; and into the land of Canaan they came.ò 

I - Conflict Ar r ives: 

 Genesis 13:5-7  And Lot also, which went with Abram, had flocks, 

and herds, and tents.  6  And the land was not able to bear them, that they 

might dwell together: for their substance was great, so that they could not 

dwell together.  7  And there was a strife between the herdmen of 

Abram's cattle and the herdmen of Lot's cattle: and the Canaanite and 

the Perizzite dwelled then in the land.  
 Abraham, as we see here, was not the only one that had become 

wealthy over the last few years of wandering. Lot was rich as well.  

 Remember they lived in a land in which they moved about in order to 

find grass and water for their herds. They were a very nomadic people who 

lived in tents. Lot was rich not only in animals but also in tents which 

indicates he had servants and herders that he was responsible for and 

provided shelter for as well.  

 Another thing that caused this to become a problem was that Abraham 

and Lot were not the only ones vying for the resources. The Canaanites and 

Perizzites dwelled there as well.  

 Letôs stop a moment at this way point and talk about conflict. James 

said in James 4:1-3 HCSB ñ What is the source of the wars and the fights 

among you? Don't they come from the cravings that are at war within 

you?  2  You desire and do not have. You murder and covet and cannot 

obtain. You fight and war. You do not have because you do not ask.  3  

You ask and don't receive because you ask wrongly, so that you may 

spend it on your desires for pleasure.ò Many times conflicts and troubles 

in our lives come because of things within us all. I think one of the greatest 

failures of the modern church is that we never take time to ask if it is me.  
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Coordinates: 

Genesis 13:5-13 

 

Sights to See: 

1- Conflict many times can be 

avoided or enflamed by our 

reaction. Proverbs 16:27-28 

HCSB  ñA worthless man digs up 

evil, and his speech is like a 

scorching fire.  28  A contrary 

man spreads conflict, and a 

gossip separates friends.ò 

2- Conflict has potential to 

escalate until it become 

destructive if we do not watch 

what we choose. Proverbs 26:20 

HCSB  Without wood, fire goes 

out; without a gossip, conflict 

dies down. 

3- Strife can be avoided at times 

by surrendering for the good of 

the whole and to preserve 

relationships. 

4- We make many decisions that 

seem trivial that have eternal 

consequences to us and our 

lineage. 

5- Many times the things that 

look the best are the worst in the 

long run. We must seek to 

understand all aspect of our 

decisions. The fertile plains was 

a trap of the lust of the eye for 

Lot.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 In Mastering Conflict and Controversy one of the author, Speed 

Leas identifies five levels of conflict. We will look at these briefly in a 

moment. He introduced the chapter called The Varieties of Religious 

Strife with these words: 

 ñConflict comes in many colors. 

 We normally know it as red, fiery hot: shouting matches, 

withdrawn pledges, fired pastors, split churches. This type of 

conflict burns everyone it touches. 

 But conflict also comes in blue, cool and calm as a placid 

mountain lake. Issues are moved, seconded, debated calmly, 

and voted upon. People walk out of meetings ñlosersò but not 

bitter or angry. 

 Other conflict is green, contributing to the growth of a 

congregation. Some is black, foreboding doom for the 

church. Some is an amorphous gray, uncertain and undecided 

but enveloping the church like a fog.ò (p 83-84) 

 He says in his consulting work two major factors give him a clue 

about the difficulties a church is facing. ñ...the objectives of the parties 

involved and the amount of distorted thinking.ò (p 84) 

 Objectives mean what are the goals of the people. In higher levels it 

is to hurt others and gain control. 

 By distorted thinking he stated, ñAs people become more anxious or 

frightened, it becomes more and more difficult for them to think clearly 

about what is actually going on.ò  

 Perhaps the most insightful statement he makes is, ñ...the level of 

conflict has less to do with the problem than it does with peopleôs 

reaction to it.ò 

 Let me simply give us a summary to show his levels of conflict. 

Level 1- Predicaments- Major objective is to solve problems. 

Disputants donôt accuse people. 

Level 2-Disagreement-Parties become concerned about self-protection. 

They want to come out looking good. Parties are interested in scoring 

points. 

Level 3- Contest- Parties now want to win. They lose perspective on 

issues. Many times the assumption is that others have evil motives. 

People become fixated on feelings. 

Level 4- Fight/Flight - Major objective is to break the relationship. 

Opponents are punished, shamed, and attacked in the hope that they will 

choose to go away. Parties push their own will at the expense of the whole. They recruit outsiders to 

come join the cause. 
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Level 5- Intractable- The parties are willing to let each other live if it is away from them in Level 4 

but at Level 5 this is not good enough. The evil has risen to the point where getting rid of them will 

not do. They must be destroyed wherever they go. They must be disciplined so they cannot do any 

more damage.  

 Dr. Charles Williams, president of Southern Baptist School says the fives emotional stages are:  

1) Frustration, 2) Aggravation, 3)Irritation, 4)Anger, 5)Rage. 

 Which level of conflict did Abraham and Lot find themselves in? Probably no more than level 

two. We must be very careful in our relationships and attitudes that we do not allow our reaction to 

make conflict move to another level. Now notice the solution of Abraham. 

II - The Solution: 

 Genesis 13:8-9  And Abram said unto Lot, Let there be no strife, I pray thee, between me and 

thee, and between my herdmen and thy herdmen; for we be brethren.  9  Is not the whole land 

before thee? separate thyself, I pray thee, from me: if thou wilt take the left hand, then I will go to 

the right; or if thou depart to the right hand, then I will go to the left.ò 

 It is most amazing that Abraham, the elder and rightfully the one who should have chosen first, 

allows Lot to chose his choice. Abraham realized that giving up this right would preserve and 

strengthen the relationship. The conflict was resolved before it really got started, in fact, the conflict 

was not between Abraham and Lot but still between their herdsmen. Abrahamôs appeal was based on 

kinship. The Christian appeal to live peaceable with others is based on spiritual kinship as well.  

III - The Choice of Lot: 

 Genesis 13:10-13 ñAnd Lot lifted up his eyes, and beheld all the plain of Jordan, that it was 

well watered every where, before the LORD destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah, even as the garden 

of the LORD, like the land of Egypt, as thou comest unto Zoar.  11  Then Lot chose him all the 

plain of Jordan; and Lot journeyed east: and they separated themselves the one from the other.  

12  Abram dwelled in the land of Canaan, and Lot dwelled in the cities of the plain, and pitched 

his tent toward Sodom.  13  But the men of Sodom were wicked and sinners before the LORD 

exceedingly.ò 

 Lot chose what looked good the flesh and eyes and to the human reasoning. He chose the fertile 

plains. He chose the entire Jordan Valley for himself leaving Abraham with the less desirable land.  

 This was a major decision for Lot. I took place like many of our decisions in the course of 

ordinary life. Many of our decisions that have great future consequences are just ordinary decisions 

at the time we make them. If we could see the end, or as we often say, hind site is 20/20, would be 

make different decisions. 

 The bad thing about Lotôs decision is he failed to take into account the spiritual implications of 

it. Did you notice that it says that the men of Sodom were wicked and sinned greatly before the 

Lord. The greatest lesson we can learn from Lot is to be careful what we choose.  

 Another point is just because something looks good does not mean it is. God chose to bless 

Abraham after this while Lot wallowed in the mud of sin. Even though Lot chose the fertile plains it 

was still within the greater boundaries given to Abraham. Genesis 13:14-15  And the LORD said 

unto Abram, after that Lot was separated from him, Lift up now thine eyes, and look from the 

place where thou art northward, and southward, and eastward, and westward:  15  For all the 

land which thou seest, to thee will I give it, and to thy seed for ever.ò  
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Way Point 11  

Pursuing the Lot 

Story of Abrahamôs Rescue of Lot 

 

 We left our last Way Point with the separation of Abraham and his 

nephew Lot. Lot, remember, chose the fertile plains and headed toward 

Sodom. We discussed the conflict and the choice of Abraham to avoid 

conflict with Lot by allowing him to choose last Way Point. 

 A test of a man, it has been said, is how he treats those who can be of 

no benefit to him in any way. Lot moved to the city of Sodom and settled 

in. Abraham settles into the nomadic lifestyle as a rich man. I am going to 

give the Bible story but with all the names but will underline the focus 

which I wish to emphasize.  

 

I - Serving Chedorlaomer: 

 Genesis 14:1-5  And it came to pass in the  days of Amraphel king of 

Shinar, Arioch king of Ellasar, Chedorlaomer king of Elam, and Tidal 

king of nations;  2  That these made war with Bera king of Sodom, and 

with Birsha king of Gomorrah, Shinab king of Admah, and Shemeber 

king of Zeboiim, and the king of Bela, which is Zoar.  3  All these were 

joined together in the vale of Siddim, which is the salt sea.  4  Twelve 

years they served Chedorlaomer, and in the thirteenth year they rebelled.  

5  And in the fourteenth year came Chedorlaomer, and the kings that 

were with him, and smote the Rephaims in Ashteroth Karnaim, and the 

Zuzims in Ham, and the Emims in Shaveh Kiriathaim, 

 Did you notice that Lot moved to the city and there he was not free as 

he expected to be? Bera was the king of Sodom. Sodom was only a city so 

why was he called king? Iôm glad you asked. 

 In early history the kings were rulers of for the most part only a small 

territory, say a city and a little of the country side around them. By the time 

of Joshua there were some thirty-one kings in the area. (see Joshua 12:9-

24) So, the king of Sodom along with others of the city around them were 

invaded and made subservient to Chedorlaomer kind of Elam. By the way 

Elam was one of the sons of Shem the line from Noah from which 

Abraham and his seed came. So, the man that the city bore the name of was 

a distant cousin of Abraham.  

 These kings or city kings many times would be ruled by others over 

them such as the king of Assyria or Babylon. The king of Assyria was 

often called king of kings. We know the true King that is over all those of 

the earth is none other than the Lord Jesus.  
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Coordinates: 

Genesis 14:1-24 

 

Sights to See: 

1- Many times the places we run 

to be free are places of captivity 

themselves. 

2- Lot was captive in this city as 

well as by the king. 

3- The things of earth that we 

place a great deal of value on 

can disappear in a matter of a 

moment.  

4- Abraham had compassion 

and showed his true character 

and love for Lot by his actions. 

 Jude 1:22-23  And of some 

have compassion, making a 

difference:  23  And others save 

with fear, pulling them out of the 

fire; hating even the garment 

spotted by the flesh. 

5- Abraham was willing to risk 

everything in order to rescue 

Lot.  

6- He seized the opportunity to 

witness to the King of Sodom by 

refusing to take the spoils of 

war. 

7- Abraham knew it was God 

and he paid his tithe in worship 

to Him.  

8- Our high Priest is of eternal 

origin both in existence and in 

priesthood. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

II - Rebellion After Fourteen Years: 

 Genesis 14:5-20  And in the fourteenth year came 

Chedorlaomer, and the kings that were with him, and smote the 

Rephaims in Ashteroth Karnaim, and the Zuzims in Ham, and 

the Emims in Shaveh Kiriathaim,  6  And the Horites in their 

mount Seir, unto Elparan, which is by the wilderness.  7  And 

they returned, and came to Enmishpat, which is Kadesh, and 

smote all the country of the Amalekites, and also the Amorites, 

that dwelt in Hazezontamar.  8  And there went out the king of 

Sodom, and the king of Gomorrah, and the king of Admah, and 

the king of Zeboiim, and the king of Bela (the same is Zoar;) and 

they joined battle with them in the vale of Siddim;  9  With 

Chedorlaomer the king of Elam, and with Tidal king of nations, 

and Amraphel king of Shinar, and Arioch king of Ellasar; four 

kings with five.  10  And the vale of Siddim was full of slimepits; 

and the kings of Sodom and Gomorrah fled, and fell there; and 

they that remained fled to the mountain.   

 The cities rebelled against the domination of King 

Chedorlaomer. The king attacks with his allies and the king of 

Sodom and the surrounding cities falls to him and the people are 

scattered to the mountains hiding out.  

 

III - Lot Taken Captive: Gen 14:11-12 

 Gen 14:11  And they took all the goods of Sodom and 

Gomorrah, and all their victuals, and went their way.  12  And 

they took Lot, Abram's brother's son, who dwelt in Sodom, and 

his goods, and departed.  

 The king and his allies raid the city of Sodom and take Lot and 

all his worldly good captive. All that Lot thought he had has now 

instantly been evaporated away. Remember the admonition of our 

Lord, Matthew 6:19-21  Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon 

earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, and where thieves break 

through and steal:  20  But lay up for yourselves treasures in 

heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where 

thieves do not break through nor steal:  21  For where your 

treasure is, there will your heart be also. 

 This raid was not to destroy the cities but to plunder them and 

then retreat. They took all of the food and goods and went on their 

way. Lot was caught in this raid and taken captive. We can say that 

Lot had been taken captive many years before when he moved into 

the city that provided an economic opportunity but the cost was 

great.  
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IV - Pursuing the Lot: 

 Gen 14:13  And there came one that had escaped, and told Abram the Hebrew; for he dwelt in 

the plain of Mamre the Amorite, brother of Eshcol, and brother of Aner: and these were 

confederate with Abram.ò New reaches to Abraham that Lot had been taken captive. How would he 

respond. It has been about 14 years at least since the separation of him and Lot. 

 What options did Abraham have? 1- He could have said he chose that direction let him live with 

the consequences. Many times we are tempted to say when some is doing wrong, well they deserve 

it. Just because they deserve the consequences does not mean we should not be moved with 

compassion. 

2- He could have chosen to use an excuse of not being able to do anything. What if Abraham had 

reasoned, those kings are strong and I may not win. Iôll leave them alone. After all they are no threat 

to me. This was not true because they were a band of raiders who could have raided Abraham next.  

3- I have too much to lose to go after Lot. He could have hunkered down in self preservation. 

Abraham was willing to risk his wealth to take a risk.  

 Gen 13:14  And when Abram heard that his brother was taken captive, he armed his trained 

servants, born in his own house, three hundred and eighteen, and pursued them unto Dan.  15  

And he divided himself against them, he and his servants, by night, and smote them, and pursued 

them unto Hobah, which is on the left hand of Damascus.  16  And he brought back all the goods, 

and also brought again his brother Lot, and his goods, and the women also, and the people.   

 Abraham took his servant and armed them to pursue the captors of Lot. Did you notice he had 

trained his servants before this event. There were 318 armed men we are told here. This was a large 

group of servants but not a large army. Abraham went against an army that had just defeated five 

kings. 

 He set up his army under cover of darkness and with an attack on two flanks, he put them to 

flight. Abraham rescued Lot from this enemy and all his goods.  

 

V- No Spoils for Abraham: 

 Abraham did what the five kings could not do, he defeated the raiding party and drove them out 

of the country. He returns to the plains where the cities were located that Lot was so captivated by. 

Genesis 14:17  And the king of Sodom went out to meet him after his return from the slaughter of 

Chedorlaomer, and of the kings that were with him, at the valley of Shaveh, which is the king's 

dale.   

 The story picks up for us again in Genesis 14:21-24 And the king of Sodom said unto Abram, 

Give me the persons, and take the goods to thyself.  22  And Abram said to the king of Sodom, I 

have lift up mine hand unto the LORD, the most high God, the possessor of heaven and earth,  23  

That I will not take from a thread even to a shoelatchet, and that I will not take any thing that is 

thine, lest thou shouldest say, I have made Abram rich:  24  Save only that which the young men 

have eaten, and the portion of the men which went with me, Aner, Eshcol, and Mamre; let them 

take their portion. 

 Abraham had just gone from being a man who lived in the hill country to a man who was 

respected greatly. He returns and the king of Sodom only asks for the people of the city back. 

Remember the old adage to the victory goes the spoils. He told Abraham to keep all the goods for 
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himself. Abraham told him quickly that he would return all the goods except for the food they had 

eaten in the journey. He witnessed to this king in a great way as he lets him know that it was God 

who had blessed him.  

 Another point to notice is that Lot settled back down in the same spot he had been before. We 

will pick this up at another Way Point. 

 

VI - Worship of God: 

 Gen 14:18  And Melchizedek king of Salem brought forth bread and wine: and he was the 

priest of the most high God.  19  And he blessed him, and said, Blessed be Abram of the most high 

God, possessor of heaven and earth:  20  And blessed be the most high God, which hath delivered 

thine enemies into thy hand. And he gave him tithes of all. 

 There has been a lot of ink used talking about the meeting of Abraham and Melchizedek. We are 

told in Hebrews 7:3 he was, ñWithout father, without mother, without descent, having neither 

beginning of days, nor end of life; but made like unto the Son of God; abideth a priest 

continually.ò 

 This is critically important that he was a priest before even the birth of Isaac and long before the 

Levitical priesthood. Why, because Christ is not and in fact could not be a priest in the line of Levi 

because he was from the tribe of Judah. Now notice Psalms 110:4  The LORD hath sworn, and will 

not repent, Thou art a priest for ever after the order of Melchizedek. This is the only other place 

that Melchizedek is mentioned in the Old Testament. Christ Priesthood predates the law. He is a 

Priest of a higher order. 

 This man whom Abraham paid a tithe to was a combination of both King and Priest. Even the 

great king David could not be a priest only a king.  

 Another important point is that the Levitical Priesthood was so tied to being descended in the 

right lineage that the naming of the father was critical. The Melchizedek priesthood is intentionally 

not lineage driven nor restricted as we note from not father nor mother given.  

 Notice it says that he gave ñtithes of all.ò Abraham acknowledged by this the supremacy of God 

and that it was God who gave his small army a big victory.  

  

 

  



lllllllllllllllll 

lW ay P oint Chronicles l 

lllTraveling through the Old Testament by Chronological Storieslll 
© 2007-09 Dr. Edgar Pierce 

 

l- 42 -l 
 

Travel Log                             
Personal Notes  

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

    

Way Point 12  

A Son Born Out of Godôs Timeline 

Story of Hagar and Ishmael 

 

 The promise was given to Abraham by God that his seed would inherit 

the land that he had walked though as far as his eyes could see. Genesis 

12:7  ñAnd the LORD appeared unto Abram, and said, Unto thy seed will 

I give this land...ò This promise, you will recall, was renewed at the 

separation of Abraham and Lot. Genesis 13:14-16 ñAnd the LORD said 

unto Abram, after that Lot was separated from him, Lift up now thine 

eyes, and look from the place where thou art northward, and southward, 

and eastward, and westward:  15  For all the land which thou seest, to 

thee will I give it, and to thy seed for ever.  16  And I will make thy seed 

as the dust of the earth: so that if a man can number the dust of the 

earth, then shall thy seed also be numbered.ò 

 The only problem was Abraham had no descendants. When we are 

introduced to Sarah it is stated quickly that she was barren. Genesis 11:29-

30 ñ And Abram and Nahor took them wives: the name of Abram's wife 

was Sarai... 30  But Sarai was barren; she had no childò. 

 

I - Could the Heir Be My Servant? 

 Abraham realized that the time for children had passed by him and 

Sarah. We are told on numerous occasions that Sarah was barren. Abraham 

begins to use human reason to figure out the ways of God.  

 Genesis 15:2-4 ñAnd Abram said, Lord GOD, what wilt thou give me, 

seeing I go childless, and the steward of my house is this Eliezer of 

Damascus?  3  And Abram said, Behold, to me thou hast given no seed: 

and, lo, one born in my house is mine heir.  4  And, behold, the word of 

the LORD came unto him, saying, This shall not be thine heir; but he 

that shall come forth out of thine own bowels shall be thine heir.ò  

 This was not a total foreign practice of the head servant becoming the 

heir of his master. JV McGee says, ñAccording to the law of the day, the 

Code of Hammurabi, Eliezer, his steward, his head servant, who had an 

offspring, would in time inherit if Abram did not have a child.ò 

 God again reminds Abraham that it would be of his biological seed and 

that he would make his descendants innumerable.  

 

II - An Egyptian Handmaid: Gen 16:1-3 

 Genesis 16:1-3  Now Sarai Abram's wife bare him no children: and 

she had an handmaid, an Egyptian, whose name was Hagar.  2  And 

Sarai said unto Abram, Behold now, the LORD hath restrained me from 

bearing: I pray thee, go in unto my maid; it may be that I may obtain 
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Coordinates: 

Genesis 15:1-16:16; 17:20-22 

 

Sights to See: 

1- God has a plan that includes 

Him timeline for history. 

2- The ways of God are hard at 

times for humans to understand. 

 Isaiah 55:8-9  For my 

thoughts are not your thoughts, 

nor are your ways my ways, says 

LORD.  9  For as the heavens are 

higher than the earth, so are my 

ways higher than your ways, and 

my thoughts than your thoughts. 

3- When we begin to fell like we 

need to help God fulfill His plan 

we must be careful that we are 

doing it in the flesh. 

4- We cannot hide, like Hagar in 

the wilderness, anyplace that 

God cannot see us. 

5- The suffering of humans 

touches the heart of God. 

6- Godôs perfect will also has 

Godôs perfect timing and Godôs 

perfect orchestration of events 

to bring it about.  

7- Our heart should only be to 

do what God wants when God 

wants. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

children by her. And Abram hearkened to the voice of Sarai.  3  And 

Sarai Abram's wife took Hagar her maid the Egyptian, after Abram 

had dwelt ten years in the land of Canaan, and gave her to her 

husband Abram to be his wife. 

 Abraham as you will recall went into Egypt during a time of 

drought and famine. While there Sarah, his wife, acquired a servant 

named Hagar. Her name mean ñflightò which we will see certainly is 

apt.  

 Again, we are told that Sarah was barren and unable to deliver a 

child to Abraham. So Sarah gets this big idea of Abraham having a 

child by Hagar; sort of a surrogate mother type arrangement. This was 

after then years of dwelling in Canaan. It says that he hearkened to the 

voice of Sarah. While it was not his idea, he certainly did not oppose 

it. We can say that this was not in the will of God to fulfill His heir.  

 

III - Sarah Despised by Hagar: Gen 16:4-6 

 Notice the problems that arise from running ahead of God. 

Genesis 16:4-6  And he went in unto Hagar, and she conceived: and 

when she saw that she had conceived, her mistress was despised in 

her eyes.  5  And Sarai said unto Abram, My wrong be upon thee: I 

have given my maid into thy bosom; and when she saw that she had 

conceived, I was despised in her eyes: the LORD judge between me 

and thee.  6  But Abram said unto Sarai, Behold, thy maid is in thy 

hand; do to her as it pleaseth thee. And when Sarai dealt hardly 

with her, she fled from her face. 

 Hagar when she was able to be with child became very haughty 

toward Sarah and even despised her. When she talks with Abraham 

about the situation, he told her that it was up to her to do with her 

maid as she chose.  

 This may have seemed like a good solution to the problem but in 

fact it turns out to be a bad one. When the will of God is plain many 

times we just need to be patient and let God work out the details. We 

all have a tendency reason within ourselves and then act on our 

reasoning instead of waiting on God to work out the details.  

 Sarah deals harshly with Hagar. An act probably of jealousy.  

 

IV - Hiding in the Wilderness: Genesis 16:7-14 

 Remember the name Hagar means flight. What would Hagar do? She fled her face it said in the previous 

verse. Not only did she just get away from her, she took flight.  Genesis 16:7-10   And the angel of the 

LORD found her by a fountain of water in the wilderness, by the fountain in the way to Shur.  8  And he 

said, Hagar, Sarai's maid, whence camest thou? and whither wilt thou go? And she said, I flee from the 

face of my mistress Sarai.  9  And the angel of the LORD said unto her, Return to thy mistress, and 
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submit thyself under her hands.  10  And the angel of the LORD said unto her, I will multiply thy seed 

exceedingly, that it shall not be numbered for multitude.ò So this pregnant girl is fleeing and hiding from 

everyone but God. I personally feel this Angel of the Lord is a pre-Bethlehem appearance of Christ. Did you 

notice that He said ñI will multiply thy seed...ò Could an angel make such a promise? I say this is one 

evidence it was Christ. 

 We next get the first prophecy concerning the son of Abraham born to Hagar. Genesis 16:11-12  And 

the angel of the LORD said unto her, Behold, thou art with child, and shalt bear a son, and shalt call his 

name Ishmael; because the LORD hath heard thy affliction.  12  And he will be a wild man; his hand will 

be against every man, and every man's hand against him; and he shall dwell in the presence of all his 

brethren.   

 God knew what would be in the heart of Ishmael and his descendants. Conflict has certainly been a part 

of the nations that were of Ishmael.  

 Hagar gives us one of the great names of God here. She calls Him the ñLord God seeth me.ò Genesis 

16:13-14 ñAnd she called the name of the LORD that spake unto her, Thou God seest me: for she said, 

Have I also here looked after him that seeth me?  14  Wherefore the well was called Beerlahairoi; behold, 

it is between Kadesh and Bered.ò This little handmaid of Sarah has just had a personal encounter with the 

God of the universe. She, as an Egyptian, would not have been taught about a personal God who cares. This 

is a great revelation to her that God cares. She probably thought that no one cared if she lived or died. In her 

darkest time she discovered that God was there and cared. 

 

V- A Son Born out of Godôs Timeline: Gen 16:15-16 

 Genesis 16:15-16  And Hagar bare Abram a son: and Abram called his son's name, which Hagar 

bare, Ishmael.  16  And Abram was fourscore and six years old, when Hagar bare Ishmael to Abram. 

 The son was born to Hagar and she named him according to the Angel. Abraham was 86 years old when 

this son was born. I submit that this son was born out of Godôs will and out of Godôs timeline. Abraham has 

ran ahead of God and His perfect will.  

 How does this apply to the church?  

 Henry Morris says: 

 ñ...Abram and Sarai, realizing what was happening in the aging of their bodies, began to feel that 

they must somehow intervene to help God out in the accomplishment of His promise. This is an all-too-

common experience for believers. ñGod helps those who help themselves,ò as the motto goes. Failing to 

see God work as soon as we think He should, we begin to feel that He is waiting for us to do ñour partò 

before He will do His. We then devise various plans and programs to get it done, only to find it is all in 

vain, and in fact we probably do more harm than good.ò (The Genesis Record, p328-9) 

 This brings a question into my thought process for churches. Do we ever take a look at the programs we 

are doing to make sure they still are of God or if they ever were? Did we run ahead of God with that 

program or was it God conceived and born? Was it in Godôs time or ours? Is it done with only human effort 

or is the Spirit of God giving it life? 

 

 

 

VI - Ishmaelôs Future: Gen 17:20-22 
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 Time moves forward about 13 years to the time Abraham was 99 and the promise of God was reiterated 

to him. We will stop here again in our next Way Point.  

 In the first part of chapter seventeen, we have a renewal of the covenant and the rite of circumcision if 

given as the sign of the covenant. God tell Abraham that Sarah will bear the son of promise. God however 

because of Abraham would bless Ishmael and multiply his descendants. We are told this years later still in 

Gen 21:13 says, ñAnd also of the son of the bondwoman will I make a nation, because he is thy seed.ò 

 Genesis 17:20-22  And as for Ishmael, I have heard thee: Behold, I have blessed him, and will make 

him fruitful, and will multiply him exceedingly; twelve princes shall he beget, and I will make him a great 

nation.  21  But my covenant will I establish with Isaac, which Sarah shall bear unto thee at this set time 

in the next year.  22  And he left off talking with him, and God went up from Abraham.  The genealogy 

of Ishmael is recorded in Genesis 25:12-16 and I Chronicles 1:29-31 

 

VII - Casting Out of Ishmael: Gen 21:8-21 

 The conflict that began with Hagar and Sarah carried over to the two sons born to them. After Isaac is 

born, we pick up the story of Ishmael again when he is about 16 or 17 years old. Isaac is 2 to 3 at this time.

 Genesis 21:8-21  And the child [Isaac] grew, and was weaned: and Abraham made a great feast the 

same day that Isaac was weaned.  9  And Sarah saw the son of Hagar the Egyptian, which she had born 

unto Abraham, mocking.  10  Wherefore she said unto Abraham, Cast out this bondwoman and her son: 

for the son of this bondwoman shall not be heir with my son, even with Isaac.  11  And the thing was very 

grievous in Abraham's sight because of his son.  12  And God said unto Abraham, Let it not be grievous 

in thy sight because of the lad, and because of thy bondwoman; in all that Sarah hath said unto thee, 

hearken unto her voice; for in Isaac shall thy seed be called.  13  And also of the son of the bondwoman 

will I make a nation, because he is thy seed.  14  And Abraham rose up early in the morning, and took 

bread, and a bottle of water, and gave it unto Hagar, putting it on her shoulder, and the child, and sent 

her away: and she departed, and wandered in the wilderness of Beersheba.  15  And the water was spent 

in the bottle, and she cast the child under one of the shrubs.  16  And she went, and sat her down over 

against him a good way off, as it were a bowshot: for she said, Let me not see the death of the child. And 

she sat over against him, and lift up her voice, and wept.  17  And God heard the voice of the lad; and the 

angel of God called to Hagar out of heaven, and said unto her, What aileth thee, Hagar? fear not; for 

God hath heard the voice of the lad where he is.  18  Arise, lift up the lad, and hold him in thine hand; 

for I will make him a great nation.  19  And God opened her eyes, and she saw a well of water; and she 

went, and filled the bottle with water, and gave the lad drink.  20  And God was with the lad; and he grew, 

and dwelt in the wilderness, and became an archer.  21  And he dwelt in the wilderness of Paran: and his 

mother took him a wife out of the land of Egypt. 
 This is rich in meaning with the types or foreshadowing. Isaac is a type of Christ and represents the 

grace of God while Ishmael is a type of the law. The law was fulfilled by Christ and there is no place for 

both law and grace for grace with the law is no longer grace. 
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Way Point 13  

Laughter at a Promise 

Story of Sarahôs and Abrahamôs Laughter At Good News 

 

 The promise of God to Abraham to make him a father of many nations 

had been given and then reaffirmed to Abraham now for several years. We 

come to the time now that the promise will be reiterated. During this Way 

Point we will also see the changing of names, naming of a son yet unborn, 

institution of circumcision and laughter at a promise of God. 

 

I - Changing of Names: 

 We have chosen during our study so far to refer to Abram as Abraham 

and Sarai as Sarah in order to not be confusing. However, thought we 

chose to do I confess  it was not accurate to call them this until this Way 

Point.  

1- Abram to Abraham: 

 Genesis 17:1-8  And when Abram was ninety years old and nine, the 

LORD appeared to Abram, and said unto him, I am the Almighty God; 

walk before me, and be thou perfect.  2  And I will make my covenant 

between me and thee, and will multiply thee exceedingly.  3  And Abram 

fell on his face: and God talked with him, saying,  4  As for me, behold, 

my covenant is with thee, and thou shalt be a father of many nations.  5  

Neither shall thy name any more be called Abram, but thy name shall be 

Abraham; for a father of many nations have I made thee.  6  And I will 

make thee exceeding fruitful, and I will make nations of thee, and kings 

shall come out of thee.  7  And I will establish my covenant between me 

and thee and thy seed after thee in their generations for an everlasting 

covenant, to be a God unto thee, and to thy seed after thee.  8  And I will 

give unto thee, and to thy seed after thee, the land wherein thou art a 

stranger, all the land of Canaan, for an everlasting possession; and I will 

be their God. 

 Some thirteen years will pass and the age of Abraham now is 99 years. 

Sarah is 89 at this time. God again appears to him and reinstates His 

covenant. The covenant had always been based on the promise of heirs to 

pass the promise along to. As we have previously seen Abraham though it 

might be through his servant then through Ishamael as we seen in the last 

Way Point. None of those was true. 

 The new thing about this covenant promise here is the changing of 

Abram to Abraham. According to Hitchcock Bible Dictionary the name 

Abram means ñhigh fatherò while Abraham means ñfather of a great 

multitude.ò The man Abram would become the father of a great multitude. 
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Coordinates: 

Genesis 17:1-19; 18:1-15 

 

Sights to See: 

1- As was typically the custom of 

the day with name changes that 

marked significant new 

directions in life, God changes 

Abram to Abraham. 

2- The new name was more 

fitting for the promise. Father of 

the multitudes. 

3- Godôs plan sometimes takes 

time to be fleshed out in the lives 

of men.  

4- Just as those already under 

the covenant were circumcised, 

we that come under the 

covenant of grace by faith, 

should be baptized. Not for 

salvation but because of it. 

5- God knows the heart that 

trust Him. He knows what is in 

all our hearts even before we do. 

6- When God does something He 

does it right. Abraham was dead 

as far a being able to produce 

offspring but God allowed not 

only Isaac but the other six 

children to be born. 

7- With God nothing is 

impossible. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You will remember the promise was as the stars in the sky and as the 

sand on the sea shore.  

2- Sarai to Sarah: 

 As part of this new start that would come with the promised son. We 

also have Sarai name changed as well to Sarah. Sarai means, ñmy lady; 

my princessò while Sarah means, ñlady; princess; princess of the 

multitude.ò Notice Genesis 17:15-18  And God said unto Abraham, As 

for Sarai thy wife, thou shalt not call her name Sarai, but Sarah shall 

her name be.  16  And I will bless her, and give thee a son also of her: 

yea, I will bless her, and she shall be a mother of nations; kings of 

people shall be of her.  17  Then Abraham fell upon his face, and 

laughed, and said in his heart, Shall a child be born unto him that is 

an hundred years old? and shall Sarah, that is ninety years old, bear?  

18  And Abraham said unto God, O that Ishmael might live before 

thee!   

  

3- Isaac Will Be the Son of Promise 

 As part of this renaming of Abraham and Sarah we also find that the 

name of the son that would be born to them would be Isaac. We will see 

the meaning of his name in a moment. Genesis 17:19 And God said, 

Sarah thy wife shall bear thee a son indeed; and thou shalt call his 

name Isaac: and I will establish my covenant with him for an 

everlasting covenant, and with his seed after him. 

 The covenant with Abraham is now clearly understood that it would 

be a son born to him by Sarah. Names have been changed to reflect the 

promise.  

 

II - Sign of the Covenant: 

 Another new element of the covenant that is given to Abraham now 

is the sign of the covenant.  

 

1- Sign Established: 

 Genesis 17:9-14  And God said unto Abraham, Thou shalt keep my 

covenant therefore, thou, and thy seed after thee in their generations.  

10  This is my covenant, which ye shall keep, between me and you and 

thy seed after thee; Every man child among you shall be circumcised.  11  And ye shall circumcise 

the flesh of your foreskin; and it shall be a token of the covenant betwixt me and you.  12  And he 

that is eight days old shall be circumcised among you, every man child in your generations, he 

that is born in the house, or bought with money of any stranger, which is not of thy seed.  13  He 

that is born in thy house, and he that is bought with thy money, must needs be circumcised: and 

my covenant shall be in your flesh for an everlasting covenant.  14  And the uncircumcised man 
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child whose flesh of his foreskin is not circumcised, that soul shall be cut off from his people; he 

hath broken my covenant. 

 The sign of the covenant that God instructed was the sign of circumcision of the males.  

 

2- Sign Inaugurated: 

 This sign was inaugurated when Abraham was 99 and Ishmael was 13 years old. The covenant 

specified that all sons born afterwards would be circumcised on their eighth day of life but in 

obedience Abraham established it immediately. Genesis 17:23-27  And Abraham took Ishmael his 

son, and all that were born in his house, and all that were bought with his money, every male 

among the men of Abraham's house; and circumcised the flesh of their foreskin in the selfsame 

day, as God had said unto him.  24  And Abraham was ninety years old and nine, when he was 

circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin.  25  And Ishmael his son was thirteen years old, when he 

was circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin.  26  In the selfsame day was Abraham circumcised, 

and Ishmael his son.  27  And all the men of his house, born in the house, and bought with money 

of the stranger, were circumcised with him. 

 The act of circumcision was not how they got the promise of the covenant it was a sign that they 

were already in the covenant.  

 

III - Laughter at the Promise: 

 I intentionally did not point out he laughter of Abraham in the notes above. Lets look again at 

Genesis 17:17  Then Abraham fell upon his face, and laughed, and said in his heart, Shall a child 

be born unto him that is an hundred years old? and shall Sarah, that is ninety years old, bear? 

 JV McGee said, ñThis is not the laughter of unbelief. I think it is the laughter of just sheer joy 

that this could happen.ò (P 75) 

 Abraham believed God could do this however. The statements are question but he is not 

questioning God. Notice what Paul said about his event in Romans 4:17-22  (As it is written, I have 

made thee a father of many nations,) before him whom he believed, even God, who quickeneth the 

dead, and calleth those things which be not as though they were.  18  Who against hope believed 

in hope, that he might become the father of many nations, according to that which was spoken, So 

shall thy seed be.  19  And being not weak in faith, he considered not his own body now dead, 

when he was about an hundred years old, neither yet the deadness of Sara's womb:  20  He 

staggered not at the promise of God through unbelief; but was strong in faith, giving glory to 

God;  21  And being fully persuaded that, what he had promised, he was able also to perform.  22  

And therefore it was imputed to him for righteousness. 

 I point out this laughter of Abraham so we can see the other event of laughter. This by contrast is 

a laughter of unbelief. We will return to this discussion of the visit from the men next Way Point. 

Notice the emphasis I have given by underline.  

 Genesis 18:1-15  And the LORD appeared unto him in the plains of Mamre: and he sat in the 

tent door in the heat of the day;  2  And he lift up his eyes and looked, and, lo, three men stood by 

him: and when he saw them, he ran to meet them from the tent door, and bowed himself toward 

the ground,  3  And said, My Lord, if now I have found favour in thy sight, pass not away, I pray 

thee, from thy servant:  4  Let a little water, I pray you, be fetched, and wash your feet, and rest 
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yourselves under the tree:  5  And I will fetch a morsel of bread, and comfort ye your hearts; after 

that ye shall pass on: for therefore are ye come to your servant. And they said, So do, as thou hast 

said.  6  And Abraham hastened into the tent unto Sarah, and said, Make ready quickly three 

measures of fine meal, knead it, and make cakes upon the hearth.  7  And Abraham ran unto the 

herd, and fetcht a calf tender and good, and gave it unto a young man; and he hasted to dress it.  

8  And he took butter, and milk, and the calf which he had dressed, and set it before them; and he 

stood by them under the tree, and they did eat.  9  And they said unto him, Where is Sarah thy 

wife? And he said, Behold, in the tent.  10  And he said, I will certainly return unto thee according 

to the time of life; and, lo, Sarah thy wife shall have a son. And Sarah heard it in the tent door, 

which was behind him.  11  Now Abraham and Sarah were old and well stricken in age; and it 

ceased to be with Sarah after the manner of women.  12  Therefore Sarah laughed within herself, 

saying, After I am waxed old shall I have pleasure, my lord being old also?  13  And the LORD 

said unto Abraham, Wherefore did Sarah laugh, saying, Shall I of a surety bear a child, which am 

old?  14  Is any thing too hard for the LORD? At the time appointed I will return unto thee, 

according to the time of life, and Sarah shall have a son.  15  Then Sarah denied, saying, I 

laughed not; for she was afraid. And he said, Nay; but thou didst laugh. 

 The men that can to see Abraham and Sarah were two angels and the Lord Jesus pre-incarnate in 

the appearance of a man. They kill the calf, bring the food and after they have eaten they ask where 

Sarah his wife was. She was in the tent listening from the tent door. When, as verse 13 says, ñthe 

Lordò asks why Sarah laughed Sarah out of fear denied she had. Most feel there was a great 

difference between the laughter of Abraham and Sarah. Abraham laughed for joy, Sarah with doubt.  

 John Gill said, ñNot for joy of a son, and as pleased with it, believing so it would be; but as 

disbelieving it, and perhaps deriding it, and confuting it with a laugh, which, though it did not appear 

in her countenance, was secretly in her heart.ò 

 She did not voice her doubt, perhaps cultivated by the long delay in the promise being fulfilled, 

but her inner voice spoke. She felt she was too old to have a child.  

 Now, did you notice that when the Lord asked where Sarah was it was not because He did not 

know. He knew now what was in her heart and mind, certainly he knew she was in the tent.  The 

critical thing we need to see here is that God sees all things. He knows our hearts. 

 We also see that nothing is impossible with God. Barren wombs, long past time to bear children, 

no problem with God. Nothing is impossible with God. Abraham, past his prime was no problem for 

God. In fact Abraham would have an additional family of children after the death of Sarah. Genesis 

25:1-2  Then again Abraham took a wife, and her name was Keturah.  2  And she bare him 

Zimran, and Jokshan, and Medan, and Midian, and Ishbak, and Shuah. With God nothing is 

impossible. Of special note here is that there were at least two sons in this group of which sprung 

nations. The promise however still did not pass through them, just as it did not through Ishmael, but 

through Isaac. No group has a claim of the promise of God except this lineage. 
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Way Point 14  

Looking for Ten Godly Men 

Story of Intercession for Destruction of Sodom 

 

 We left our last Way Point with Abraham entertaining the three men at 

Mamre. Genesis 18:1-2  And the LORD appeared unto him in the plains 

of Mamre: and he sat in the tent door in the heat of the day;  2  And he 

lift up his eyes and looked, and, lo, three men stood by him: and when he 

saw them, he ran to meet them from the tent door, and bowed himself 

toward the ground. 

  One of these received the worship of Abraham and we have identified 

Him as the Lord Jesus pre-Bethlehem. We see from Genesis 19:1 that only 

two make the trip to Sodom.  ñAnd there came two angels to Sodom at 

even...ò We will get to this in the next Way Point. The point here is that 

there remained one of the three behind, the Angel of the Lord, the Lord 

Himself.  

I - Toward Sodom: 

 Genesis 18:16  And the men rose up from thence, and looked toward 

Sodom: and Abraham went with them to bring them on the way.   

 The message to Abraham and Sarah was only the first part of the 

mission of these that came to Abraham. They rise and looked toward the 

fertile plains and the cities that Lot had chosen years before.  

 

II - God Reasons With Himself:  

 In just a few moments two of these men will depart. Abraham is left 

standing with the Lord. We see that God is reasoning with Himself about 

should He reveal what is about to happen to Abraham. 

 Genesis 18:17-19  And the LORD said, Shall I hide from Abraham 

that thing which I do;  18  Seeing that Abraham shall surely become a 

great and mighty nation, and all the nations of the earth shall be blessed 

in him?  19  For I know him, that he will command his children and his 

household after him, and they shall keep the way of the LORD, to do 

justice and judgment; that the LORD may bring upon Abraham that 

which he hath spoken of him.   

 God would reveal His intent to destroy Sodom to Abraham. Barnes 

Notes gives the following reasons for Godôs revelation to Abraham. 

 

First. Abraham shall surely become a nation great and mighty, 

and therefore has the interest of humanity in this act of 

retribution on Sodom. All that concerns man concerns him. 

Second. Blessed in him shall be all the nations of the earth. 

Hence, he is personally and directly concerned with all the 
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Coordinates: 

Genesis 18:16-33 

 

Sights to See: 

1- The sins of mankind are 

never hidden from the eyes of 

God. 

2- God never judges unjustly 

nor hastily. 

3- Abrahamôs intercession for 

Sodom was rooted in his 

relationship with God. 

4- Abraham knew that God was 

a righteous God who would do 

right in all things.  

5- Abraham stood in the gap 

with God for this city that was a 

wicked place. 

6- It is a fearful thing for anyone 

to pass into eternity without a 

relationship with God through 

Christ. 

7- Is there someone that you are 

standing in the gap for? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

dealings of mercy and judgment among the inhabitants of the 

earth. Third. ñI have known him.ò The Lord has made himself 

known to him, has manifested his love to him, has renewed 

him after his own image; and hence this judgment upon 

Sodom is to be explained to him, that he may train his 

household to avoid the sins of this doomed city, ñto keep the 

way of the Lord, to do justice and judgment; and all this to the 

further intent that the Lord may bring upon Abraham what he 

hath spoken of him.ò The awful judgments of the Lord on 

Sodom, as before on the antediluvian world, are a warning 

example to all who are spared or hear of them. And those 

who, notwithstanding these monuments of the divine 

vengeance, will cease to do justice and judgment, may be 

certain that they will not continue to enjoy the benefits of the 

covenant of grace. For all these reasons it is meet that the 

secret of Lord be with him 

   

III - Exploring the Rumors: 

 So the decision is made by God to reveal His intent to Abraham. 

Genesis 18:20-22  And the LORD said, Because the cry of Sodom and 

Gomorrah is great, and because their sin is very grievous;  21  I wil l 

go down now, and see whether they have done altogether according to 

the cry of it, which is come unto me; and if not, I will know. 22  And 

the men turned their faces from thence, and went toward Sodom: but 

Abraham stood yet before the LORD.  

 We know that the wickedness of Sodom had not just happened in 

the last few days. It has been a wicked city for years. Notice what is 

said years before when Abraham and Lot separated some 23 years or so 

before. Genesis 13:13  But the men of Sodom were wicked and 

sinners before the LORD exceedingly. 

 These cities will become examples for the ages of the destruction of sin and Godôs judgment. 

The language here is spoken in the language a man might use. The point is that God did not destroy 

these cities without knowing the full manner of their sin.  

 Notice it says Abraham stood yet with the Lord after the men departed.  

 

IV - Abrahamôs Intercession: 

 The greatness of Abraham shines thru here as he acts as an intercessor for the humans in Sodom. 

Abraham certainly never condoned the sins of the men but realized it was a fearful thing for any 

human, no matter how wicked he has been or is, to go into eternity. Jude tells us in Jude 1:22-23  

And of some have compassion, making a difference:  23  And others save with fear, pulling them 

out of the fire; hating even the garment spotted by the flesh. 
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 Abraham knew God was a God of compassion so when he is told that Sodom is going to be 

destroyed he begins to intercede. Notice the progression of numbers from 50 to 10 for the sparing of 

the city.  

 Matthew Henryôs Concise Commentary says, ñHere is the first solemn prayer upon record in the 

Bible; and it is a prayer for the sparing of Sodom. Abraham prayed earnestly that Sodom might be 

spared, if but a few righteous persons should be found in it.ò 

 We know that the prayer of one can make a difference. James 5:16-18 ñ...The effectual fervent 

prayer of a righteous man availeth much.  17 Elias was a man subject to like passions as we are, 

and he prayed earnestly that it might not rain: and it rained not on the earth by the space of three 

years and six months.  18  And he prayed again, and the heaven gave rain, and the earth brought 

forth her fruit.ò 

 Moses would stand in the gap for the nation of Israel (see Exodus 32) but here Abraham is 

standing in the gap for the heathen of Sodom.  

 1- Will You Spare the City for 50 Righteous? Genesis 18: 23  And Abraham drew near, and 

said, Wilt thou also destroy the righteous with the wicked?  24  Peradventure there be fifty 

righteous within the city: wilt thou also destroy and not spare the place for the fifty righteous that 

are therein?  25  That be far from thee to do after this manner, to slay the righteous with the 

wicked: and that the righteous should be as the wicked, that be far from thee: Shall not the Judge 

of all the earth do right?  26  And the LORD said, If I find in Sodom fifty righteous within the 

city, then I will spare all the place for their sakes.  

 2- Will You Spare the City for 45 Righteous? Genesis 18:27  And Abraham answered and 

said, Behold now, I have taken upon me to speak unto the Lord, which am but dust and ashes:  28  

Peradventure there shall lack five of the fifty righteous: wilt thou destroy all the city for lack of 

five? And he said, If I find there forty and five, I will not destroy it.   

 3- Will You Spare the City for 40 Righteous? Genesis 18:29  And he spake unto him yet 

again, and said, Peradventure there shall be forty found there. And he said, I will not do it for 

forty's sake.   

 4- Will You Spare the City for 30 Righteous? Genesis 18:30  And he said unto him, Oh let 

not the Lord be angry, and I will speak: Peradventure there shall thirty be found there. And he 

said, I will not do it, if I find thirty there.  

 5- Will You Spare the City for 20 Righteous? Genesis 18:31  And he said, Behold now, I 

have taken upon me to speak unto the Lord: Peradventure there shall be twenty found there. And 

he said, I will not destroy it for twenty's sake.   

 6- Will You Spare the City for 10 Righteous? Genesis 18:32  And he said, Oh let not the 

Lord be angry, and I will speak yet but this once: Peradventure ten shall be found there. And he 

said, I will not destroy it for ten's sake.  33  And the LORD went his way, as soon as he had left 

communing with Abraham: and Abraham returned unto his place. 

 One critical important point we need not miss is that while Abraham was make intercession for 

the city of Sodom he was making intercession for Lot. You notice that it stopped at 10 in the process 

but God did spare a total of four from Sodom. What if Abraham had not interceded, we are left to 

wonder if Lot would have been spared. This should cause us to stop and really consider our 

intercession for the lost in our family, city, state, country and world.   
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Way Point 15  

Whoôs That Knocking at My Door? 

Story of Angelôs Visit to Lot in  Sodom 

 

 Lot in all probability would never have guessed the path that he chose 

when he and Abraham separated would lead him to the very pits of sin. 

Someone has apply stated that sin will take us farther than we wanted to go 

and keep us longer than we want to stay.  

 Two of the three men that appeared to Abraham moved to Sodom 

according to Gen 18:22 ñAnd the men turned their faces from thence, 

and went toward Sodom: but Abraham stood yet before the LORD.ò 

 This Way Point is one of the most tragic of all of recorded human 

history in some ways. The judgment and destruction of the cities is a vivid 

reminder that God, while He is certainly long suffering and loving, is also a 

God of righteousness and judgment. 

 

I -Angelôs Arrive in Sodom: Gen 19:1-3 

 We have first the arrival of the angels in the city that as you will recall 

is inhabited by the nephew of Abraham, Lot. Gen 19:1-3  And there came 

two angels to Sodom at even; and Lot sat in the gate of Sodom: and Lot 

seeing them rose up to meet them; and he bowed himself with his face 

toward the ground;  2  And he said, Behold now, my lords, turn in, I pray 

you, into your servant's house, and tarry all night, and wash your feet, 

and ye shall rise up early, and go on your ways. And they said, Nay; but 

we will abide in the street all night.  3  And he pressed upon them greatly; 

and they turned in unto him, and entered into his house; and he made 

them a feast, and did bake unleavened bread, and they did eat. 

 By this, we can see that Lot was certainly aware of the wickedness of 

the city. He feared for these men if they spent the night in the streets. He 

had come to accept living within the confines of the city and in many ways 

was being held as prisoner in his own home. 

 

II - Knock at the Door: Gen 19:4-5 

 The wickedness of the city is quickly manifest. The men of the city 

observed these men coming into the home of Lot. Gen 19:4-5  But before 

they lay down, the men of the city, even the men of Sodom, compassed 

the house round, both old and young, all the people from every quarter:  

5  And they called unto Lot, and said unto him, Where are the men which 

came in to thee this night? bring them out unto us, that we may know 

them.  
 We are told that both young and old from all parts of town came to 

Lotôs door. Who is that knocking? Lot did not have to ask, he knew. They 
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Coordinates: 

Genesis 19:1-29 

 

Sights to See: 

1- Many times those we witness 

to know the horrible situation 

they are in better than we do. 

2- Sodom and Gomorrah have a 

deserved reputation. 

3- God has not changed His 

mind about homosexuality. 

4- We must be careful that we 

do not bargain with the devil 

like Lot tried to do with his 

daughters. 

5- Righteousness is a position we 

have in Christ. 

6- Our actions do not always 

reflect our righteous standing. 

7- We must carefully guard our 

testimony so that we have 

credibility with those who know 

us best. 

8- The judgment of God is as 

sure as the love of God.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

were not coming by to engage in casual conversation but wanted Lot 

to send the men out that as the NASB says, ñéthat we may have 

relations with them." The great sin of Sodom was homosexuality.  

We need not get side tracked here but let me simply give a couple of 

verses to show what the Bible says about homosexuality. Lev 18:22  

Thou shalt not lie with mankind, as with womankind: it is 

abomination.  

 Now notice Rom 1:27  And likewise also the men, leaving the 

natural use of the woman, burned in their lust one toward another; 

men with men working that which is unseemly, and receiving in 

themselves that recompence of their error which was meet.  

 

III - A Horrendous Offer: Gen 19:6-9 

 One of the most fundamental functions of a father is to protect his 

family and especially his daughters. Notice the horrendous offer that 

Lot makes to this wild gang of rapist at his door. Gen 19:6-9  And 

Lot went out at the door unto them, and shut the door after him,  7  

And said, I pray you, brethren, do not so wickedly.  8  Behold now, I 

have two daughters which have not known man; let me, I pray you, 

bring them out unto you, and do ye to them as is good in your eyes: 

only unto these men do nothing; for therefore came they under the 

shadow of my roof.  9  And they said, Stand back. And they said 

again, This one fellow came in to sojourn, and he will needs be a 

judge: now will we deal worse with thee, than with them. And they 

pressed sore upon the man, even Lot, and came near to break the 

door. 

 It is obvious that Lot had been living among them so long that he 

had lost his testimony with them. It seems from the reading here that 

he had tried to tell them of their wrong.  

 One can only speculate how this made his daughters feel about themselves and their worth. If 

you read Genesis 19:30ff it seems obvious that it had an impact. 

 

IV - A Hand of Rescue: Gen 19:10 

 The mob was about to break down the door and the wrong thing to do was open it, right. Well 

maybe if all you have is human strength. These men remember are angels sent from God. Gen 19:10  

But the men put forth their hand, and pulled Lot into the house to them, and shut to the door. 

 They pulled lot back inside to safety. We might asks why they rescued Lot in the first place. 

Well certainly it is because of Abraham. Still, though Lot was living among the sin, we see that the 

Bible still refers to him as righteous. Notice 2 Peter 2:7-8 HCSB  and if He rescued righteous Lot, 

distressed by the unrestrained behavior of the immoral  8  (for as he lived among them, that 

righteous man tormented himself day by day with the lawless deeds he saw and heard)-- 
 Lot has traditionally been said to represent the rapture of the saints out of the sinful world.  



lllllllllllllllll 

lW ay P oint Chronicles l 

lllTraveling through the Old Testament by Chronological Storieslll 
© 2007-09 Dr. Edgar Pierce 

 

l- 55 -l 
 

V- Blind in Sin: Gen 19:11 

 Throughout the Bible blindness, not physically but spiritual, has been a picture of sin. Notice 

what the two angels did next after they pulled Lot back into the house. Gen 19:11  And they smote 

the men that were at the door of the house with blindness, both small and great: so that they 

wearied themselves to find the door. 

 Judgment of God, which this blindness was, did not make these men turn from sin. They keep 

groping in the darkness until they exhausted themselves trying to find the door. 

 

VI - A Lost Witness: Gen 19:12-14 

 One of the saddest losses a man can suffer is to lose his influence with those who know him best. 

These daughters of Lot evidently were promised to men in the city for marriage. Lot we see next had 

lost his witness with the future husband of his daughters.   

 Gen 19:12-14  And the men said unto Lot, Hast thou here any besides? son in law, and thy 

sons, and thy daughters, and whatsoever thou hast in the city, bring them out of this place:  13  

For we will destroy this place, because the cry of them is waxen great before the face of the 

LORD; and the LORD hath sent us to destroy it.  14  And Lot went out, and spake unto his sons in 

law, which married his daughters, and said, Up, get you out of this place; for the LORD will 

destroy this city. But he seemed as one that mocked unto his sons in law. 

 

VII - A Second Hand of Rescue: Gen 19:15-23 

 We can only speculate that Lot probably did not sleep much that night. Perhaps he spent the 

night soul searching. He may have asked, as many men do, how he ever allowed himself to get in 

such a mess anyway. Notice the next morningôs events next.  Gen 19:15-16  And when the 

morning arose, then the angels hastened Lot, saying, Arise, take thy wife, and thy two daughters, 

which are here; lest thou be consumed in the iniquity of the city.  16  And while he lingered, the 

men laid hold upon his hand, and upon the hand of his wife, and upon the hand of his two 

daughters; the LORD being merciful unto him: and they brought him forth, and set him without 

the city.   

 The angels had to force Lot to leave the city because destruction was coming. It says that God 

was showing mercy. May I say that God is a mercifully God to those who find themselves entangled 

in the mess of life. 

 Gen 19:17-23  And it came to pass, when they had brought them forth abroad, that he said, 

Escape for thy life; look not behind thee, neither stay thou in all the plain; escape to the 

mountain, lest thou be consumed.  18  And Lot said unto them, Oh, not so, my Lord:  19  Behold 

now, thy servant hath found grace in thy sight, and thou hast magnified thy mercy, which thou 

hast shewed unto me in saving my life; and I cannot escape to the mountain, lest some evil take 

me, and I die:  20  Behold now, this city is near to flee unto, and it is a little one: Oh, let me escape 

thither, (is it not a little one?) and my soul shall live.  21  And he said unto him, See, I have 

accepted thee concerning this thing also, that I will not overthrow this city, for the which thou 

hast spoken.  22  Haste thee, escape thither; for I cannot do any thing till thou be come thither. 

Therefore the name of the city was called Zoar.  23  The sun was risen upon the earth when Lot 

entered into Zoar. 
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 Lot bargains and asked to be let go to a small city instead of the hills and mountains. Here is 

another reason that many say Lot is a type of the raptured saints. Notice my underline above. While 

Lot was in Sodom destruction could not come.  

 

VIII - Pillar of Salt: Gen 19:24-26 

 Now, how be it reluctantly, Lot and his wife and two daughters are on their way. They had been 

told not to look back. God brought judgment that certainly is a picture of hell with fire and brimstone 

down upon the cities. Gen 19:24-26  Then the LORD rained upon Sodom and upon Gomorrah 

brimstone and fire from the LORD out of heaven;  25  And he overthrew those cities, and all the 

plain, and all the inhabitants of the cities, and that which grew upon the ground.  26  But his wife 

looked back from behind him, and she became a pillar of salt. 

 The fires of destruction are nipping at the heels of Lot and his family as they make their escape. 

His wife pauses to look back and is overcome by the judgment of God on the city.  

 

IX - Smoky Sunrise: Gen 19:27-29 

 Abraham rises with the sun and looks toward the plains to see the smoking rising from the 

judgment of God. He had interceded for but ten righteous could not be found. Only one, Lot, lived in 

the whole city.  Gen 19:27-29  And Abraham gat up early in the morning to the place where he 

stood before the LORD:  28  And he looked toward Sodom and Gomorrah, and toward all the land 

of the plain, and beheld, and, lo, the smoke of the country went up as the smoke of a furnace.  29  

And it came to pass, when God destroyed the cities of the plain, that God remembered Abraham, 

and sent Lot out of the midst of the overthrow, when he overthrew the cities in the which Lot 

dwelt. 

 The judgment of God falls in fire upon the wickedness and it has left an indelible example of 

sinôs destructive nature upon humanity.  We need to make sure we do not move in the wrong 

direction in life. Sodom is not a place we should mark for travel.  
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Way Point 16  

Where is the Lamb? 

Story of Abrahamôs Sacrifice of Isaac 

 

 Ishmael has been sent away, the destruction of Sodom is complete. Lot will 

not be a part of the narrative of the Old Testament from this point forward. The 

descendants of Lot, by his daughters while he was drunk, will become the 

Ammorites and Moabites. The story of the Bible now turns to the lineage of 

Messiah that would pass through Isaac. 

I - A Time of Testing: Gen 22:1 

  What would be the hardest thing for anyone to give up? Many would give 

their own lives for the lives of their children. God is going to put Abraham to 

the ultimate test. Gen 22:1 And it came to pass after these things, that God 

did tempt Abraham, and said unto him, Abraham: and he said, Behold, here 

I am. 

II - Only Son? Gen 22:2a 

 Isaac was born when Abraham was 100 and Sarah was 90. Genesis 21:1-7  

And the LORD visited Sarah as he had said, and the LORD did unto Sarah 

as he had spoken.  2  For Sarah conceived, and bare Abraham a son in his 

old age, at the set time of which God had spoken to him.  3  And Abraham 

called the name of his son that was born unto him, whom Sarah bare to him, 

Isaac.  4  And Abraham circumcised his son Isaac being eight days old, as 

God had commanded him.  5  And Abraham was an hundred years old, 

when his son Isaac was born unto him.  6  And Sarah said, God hath made 

me to laugh, so that all that hear will laugh with me.  7  And she said, Who 

would have said unto Abraham, that Sarah should have given children 

suck? for I have born him a son in his old age. 

 If the timeline of The Reese Chronological Bible is correct, 30+ years have 

passed since the birth of Isaac. (NOTE: The conflict at the weaning of Isaac 

with Ishmael is dated 1864 BC and this instance in Gen 22 is dated 1834 BC.) 

 Isaac is called a ñladò in Gen 22:5 but this does not necessarily mean he 

was a young baby or a little boy. This same Hebrew word is used in Ex 

33:11to refer to Joshua at age 56 as a ñyoung manò. My point is that I want us 

to understand early that this son of Abraham was not an innocent infant but 

could have physically overpowered Abraham even if he had only been a 

teenager.  

 Gen 22:2a  And he said, Take now thy son, thine only son Isaac, whom 

thou lovest,... Did you notice it says his only son? What about Ishmael? This 

son, Isaac, was the only son born that was of the promise the only one by 

grace.  

 Isaac is often considered one of the great Old Testament foreshadows, or 

types, of the Lord Jesus Christ. Remember what is said about the Lord Jesus in 
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Coordinates: 

Genesis 22:1-19 

 

Sights to See: 

1- God does not want anything 

or anybody between Him and 

us. If we place anyone or 

anything before Him it is an 

idol. 

2- God does not have to test us 

to know what is in our hearts 

but so we can find out. 

3- Obedience is better than 

sacrifice. We may not have to go 

to the end of the earth but we 

must be willing to go. 

4- God provided the Lamb just 

as He promised. The Lamb that 

takes away the sins of the world 

is the Lord Jesus. 

5- Isaac passed the test as well as 

Abraham.  

6- What would be the hardest 

thing for us to lay on the altar? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

John 3:16  For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten 

Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have 

everlasting life.  
 Abraham is asked to take the apple of his eye, the son he loved 

more than life itself.   

III - The Offering: Gen 22:2b-3 

 Notice now what God asked of Abraham. Gen 22:2b...and get thee 

into the land of Moriah; and offer him there for a burnt offering 

upon one of the mountains which I will tell thee of.  3  And Abraham 

rose up early in the morning, and saddled his ass, and took two of his 

young men with him, and Isaac his son, and clave the wood for the 

burnt offering, and rose up, and went unto the place of which God 

had told him.  

 Abraham probably did not sleep much during the long night. He 

rose early and begins the journey of compliance with Godôs will. He 

took wood with him so that if the place he was lead to by God did not 

have wood he would not have an excuse to not make the sacrifice.  

IV - Separation from Servants: Gen 22:4-6 

 On the journey, they spent two nights and now on the third day 

arrive where they have been instructed to go. Gen 22:4  Then on the 

third day Abraham lifted up his eyes, and saw the place afar off.  5  

And Abraham said unto his young men, Abide ye here with the ass; 

and I and the lad will go yonder and worship, and come again to you.  

6  And Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering, and laid it upon 

Isaac his son; and he took the fire in his hand, and a knife; and they 

went both of them together.   

 Abraham takes Isaac, the wood, his knife and fire and he and Isaac 

separate from the servants. 

V- Where is the Lamb: Gen 22:7 

 Gen 22:7  And Isaac spake unto Abraham his father, and said, My father: and he said, Here am I, my 

son. And he said, Behold the fire and the wood: but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?  

 This question seems to indicate that Abraham had not shared what God had asked of him with his son. He 

asks a simple question, where is the lamb we are going to sacrifice. Isaac had seen many lambs sacrificed to 

God. He knew Godôs requirement for a sacrifice.  

VI - God Will Provide:  Gen 22:8 

  Gen 22:8  And Abraham said, My son, God will provide himself a lamb for a burnt offering: so they went 

both of them together. This is both a reply to Isaac and a prophecy concerning the Lord Jesus. One stark 

difference between Christianity and all other religions of the world is that God provided our sacrifice. Others 

have to provide their own sacrifice. In says in Galatians 4:4  ñBut when the fulness of the time was come, God 

sent forth his Son...ò 
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 We know clearly that the Lord Jesus was the Lamb provided by God for the sacrifice. Look at the words of 

John the Baptist in John 1:29  The next day John seeth Jesus coming unto him, and saith, Behold the Lamb 

of God, which taketh away the sin of the world. 

 So Abraham, heart probably about to break, journeyed on resting in the provision of God. All the other 

sacrifices Abraham had made to God would be pale compared to this one.  

VII - Passing the Test: Gen 22:9-12 

 Abraham and Isaac arrive at the place and Abraham builds an altar. The time has come for the revelation to 

Isaac. Notice now Gen 22:9  And they came to the place which God had told him of; and Abraham built an 

altar there, and laid the wood in order, and bound Isaac his son, and laid him on the altar upon the wood. 

Now we come to the other great test. Remember now that Isaac is a grown man physically stronger than 

Abraham. We are not privileged to the dialogue they exchanged but we see that Abraham binds Isaac and places 

him on the altar. Isaac passed the test of faith as well.  

 Now come the test for Abraham. He has to kill the sacrifice. Gen 22:10  And Abraham stretched forth his 

hand, and took the knife to slay his son.  

 The angel of the Lord stops him. Gen 22:11  And the angel of the LORD called unto him out of heaven, 

and said, Abraham, Abraham: and he said, Here am I.  12  And he said, Lay not thine hand upon the lad, 

neither do thou any thing unto him: for now I know that thou fearest God, seeing thou hast not withheld thy 

son, thine only son from me.  The angel of the Lord, probably the Lord Jesus, speaks to him from heaven. 

Abrahamôs stopped. Abraham had passed the test.  

VIII - Godôs First Provision and a Promise: Gen 22:13-14 

 Remember he had told Isaac that God would provide the sacrifice. Notice Gen 22:13  And Abraham lifted 

up his eyes, and looked, and behold behind him a ram caught in a thicket by his horns: and Abraham went 

and took the ram, and offered him up for a burnt offering in the stead of his son.  God had just given the first 

provision of a sacrifice.  

 Now notice the promise. Gen 22:14  And Abraham called the name of that place Jehovahjireh: as it is 

said to this day, In the mount of the LORD it shall be seen.   
 I remind us all that where Abraham is geographically is land of Moriah. (HCSB)  And Abraham named 

that place The LORD Will Provide, so today it is said: "It will be provided on the LORD's mountain." 

 Now I want us to notice an event some years later in the time of David. 2 Chronicles 3:1  Then Solomon 

began to build the house of the LORD at Jerusalem in mount Moriah, where the LORD appeared unto David 

his father, in the place that David had prepared in the threshingfloor of Ornan the Jebusite. Without 

reservation or hesitation, I submit to you that God provided the greatest sacrifice on this mountain when the 

Lord Jesus was sacrificed.  

IX - Reinforcement of the Promise: Gen 22:15-19 

 We see that the covenant is reinforced by God at this time. The promise is through Isaacôs lineage. Gen 

22:15  And the angel of the LORD called unto Abraham out of heaven the second time,  16  And said, By 

myself have I sworn, saith the LORD, for because thou hast done this thing, and hast not withheld thy son, 

thine only son:  17  That in blessing I will bless thee, and in multiplying I will multiply thy seed as the stars 

of the heaven, and as the sand which is upon the sea shore; and thy seed shall possess the gate of his 

enemies;  18  And in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed; because thou hast obeyed my voice.  

19  So Abraham returned unto his young men, and they rose up and went together to Beersheba; and 

Abraham dwelt at Beersheba. 
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Way Point 1 7  

Not Just Any Girl Will Do  

Story of the Bride for Isaac 

 

 God created all things including man on the sixth day. Man sinned and 

sin passed upon the creation. God destroyed all the earth because of 

corruption in the great fund of Noah. Only eight souls were saved from the 

deluge. Man again spread through the earth and at the tower of Babel God 

confounded the languages. God called a man named Abram who would 

become Abraham to be separate people. Genesis 12:1  Now the LORD had 

said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and 

from thy father's house, unto a land that I will shew thee. 

 God would tell them later in  Deuteronomy 14:2  For thou art an holy 

people unto the LORD thy God, and the LORD hath chosen thee to be a 

peculiar people unto himself, above all the nations that are upon the 

earth. 

 God had bless Abraham with a son in his old age named Isaac. We saw 

in our last Way Point that Isaac was a man of faith as well as Abraham. 

The events that we will look at this time occur between the 30
th
 and 40

th
 

years of Isaac life.  

 

I - A Daughter is Born:  

 Many times, we pass over the genealogies in the Bible without much 

thought. They are hard to read because they are no Sam, nor Bob, in them. 

We do not have the same importance of genealogy as the Jewish people did 

because it was critically important to them because it was important to 

God. The first Scripture passage we look at during this Way Point is one of 

these.  

 Genesis 22:20-23  And it came to pass after these things, that it was 

told Abraham, saying, Behold, Milcah, she hath also born children unto 

thy brother Nahor;  21  Huz his firstborn, and Buz his brother, and 

Kemuel the father of Aram,  22  And Chesed, and Hazo, and Pildash, and 

Jidlaph, and Bethuel.  23  And Bethuel begat Rebekah: these eight 

Milcah did bear to Nahor, Abraham's brother.   

 Did you notice that the first cousins born to Nahor,the uncle of Isaac. 

There were a total of eight boys born. We have the next generation of only 

two of these. Our focus is on the lineage of Nahor through Bethuel and the 

birth of his daughter, Rebekah. This makes Isaac and Rebekah second 

cousins.  

 

II - Death of Sarah: 

 We will not stop long here and look but the death of Sarah is recorded 



lllllllllllllllll 

lW ay P oint Chronicles l 

lllTraveling through the Old Testament by Chronological Storieslll 
© 2007-09 Dr. Edgar Pierce 

 

l- 61 -l 
 

 
Coordinates: 

Gen 22:20-23; 24:1-67; 25:20 

 

Sights to See: 

1- God is orchestrating the 

events of history by His hand. 

2- Godôs specific will for our 

lives can be known. 

3- We must be sensitive to the 

voice, silent movement and hand 

of God to see His working. 

4- Godôs mission is one that 

requires us to be focused and 

not get sidetracked. 

5- God knows the needs and the 

answers to prayers are often on 

their way before they are 

prayed. 

6- God was faithful in keeping 

His promise to Abraham that 

his seed would be innumerable.  

7- The lineage goes from 

Abraham to Isaac and on to 

Messiah. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

in Genesis 23:1-2  ñAnd Sarah was an hundred and seven and 

twenty years old: these were the years of the life of Sarah. 2  And 

Sarah died in Kirjatharba; the same is Hebron in the land of 

Canaan: and Abraham came to mourn for Sarah, and to weep for 

her.ò  

 This made Isaac 37 years old when his mother died. She was 90 at 

birth and 127 at her death. Abraham is now 137 years old. By the 

way, The Reese Chronological Bible dates the death of Job three years 

after the death of Sarah. 

 

III - Not Just Any Girl Will Do: 

 The line must be perpetuated by children born to Isaac. He is now 

about 40 years of age. Abraham is about 140 years old. We pick up 

the narrative in  Genesis 24:1-4  And Abraham was old, and well 

stricken in age: and the LORD had blessed Abraham in all things.  

2  And Abraham said unto his eldest servant of his house, that ruled 

over all that he had, Put, I pray thee, thy hand under my thigh:  3  

And I will make thee swear by the LORD, the God of heaven, and 

the God of the earth, that thou shalt not take a wife unto my son of 

the daughters of the Canaanites, among whom I dwell:  4  But thou 

shalt go unto my country, and to my kindred, and take a wife unto 

my son Isaac. 

 Abraham had a great sense of purpose that Isaac not marry just 

any girl. Not just any girl would do of the pagan nations among which 

he lived. He calls the servant, you remember him, he was the one that 

Abraham had asked God if it was through him that the promise seed 

would descend. He makes his servant swear an oath that he would not 

allow Isaac to marry a Canaanite that would turn his heart from the 

one true God to the pagan gods. He wanted him to retrace his steps to Haran the place where Abraham 

had dwelled a while to where his brother now dwelled. 

IV - She Must Come Isaac Should Not Go: 

 The servant covered all his bases. He asks what if she will not come. Notice Abrahamôs faith in 

trusting that God will pave the way for this to happen. Notice the story in Gen 24:5-9  And the servant 

said unto him, Peradventure the woman will not be willing to follow me unto this land: must I needs 

bring thy son again unto the land from whence thou camest?  6  And Abraham said unto him, 

Beware thou that thou bring not my son thither again.  7  The LORD God of heaven, which took me 

from my father's house, and from the land of my kindred, and which spake unto me, and that sware 

unto me, saying, Unto thy seed will I give this land; he shall send his angel before thee, and thou 

shalt take a wife unto my son from thence.  8  And if the woman will not be willing to follow thee, 

then thou shalt be clear from this my oath: only bring not my son thither again.  9  And the servant 

put his hand under the thigh of Abraham his master, and sware to him concerning that matter.   
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V- Praying at the Well of Nahor: 

  I remind us that Nahor, Abrahamôs brother, lived in the city of Nahor. Eliezer, the servant, journeys 

to the north with gifts for the family of the potential bride. We pick up the story in Gen 24:10  And the 

servant took ten camels of the camels of his master, and departed; for all the goods of his master were 

in his hand: and he arose, and went to Mesopotamia, unto the city of Nahor.  11  And he made his 

camels to kneel down without the city by a well of water at the time of the evening, even the time that 

women go out to draw water.  12  And he said, O LORD God of my master Abraham, I pray thee, 

send me good speed this day, and shew kindness unto my master Abraham.  13  Behold, I stand here 

by the well of water; and the daughters of the men of the city come out to draw water:  14  And let it 

come to pass, that the damsel to whom I shall say, Let down thy pitcher, I pray thee, that I may drink; 

and she shall say, Drink, and I will give thy camels drink also: let the same be she that thou hast 

appointed for thy servant Isaac; and thereby shall I know that thou hast shewed kindness unto my 

master. 

 This servant prayed to God for guidance in this matter. He asked God very specific to lead him to the 

one God had chosen for Isaac.  Please do not miss this very important point, God is concerned with the 

detail of who we, our children and their children marry. Also do not miss the point that the servant of 

Abraham had been lead to the faith by Abraham. Eliezer was originally from Damascus and was 

probably not Jewish but had been in Abrahamôs house many years.  

VI -Answer to the Prayer 

 Will God answer specific prayers? Certainly He can and does. Does this mean we obligate God to 

anything when we asks specific things of Him? Certainly not, He is God and we be mortal men who 

seek to know His will. We see here however that the prayer is quickly answered. Gen 24:15-20  And it 

came to pass, before he had done speaking, that, behold, Rebekah came out, who was born to 

Bethuel, son of Milcah, the wife of Nahor, Abraham's brother, with her pitcher upon her shoulder.  

16  And the damsel was very fair to look upon, a virgin, neither had any man known her: and she 

went down to the well, and filled her pitcher, and came up.  17  And the servant ran to meet her, and 

said, Let me, I pray thee, drink a little water of thy pitcher.  18  And she said, Drink, my lord: and she 

hasted, and let down her pitcher upon her hand, and gave him drink.  19  And when she had done 

giving him drink, she said, I will draw water for thy camels also, until they have done drinking.  20  

And she hasted, and emptied her pitcher into the trough, and ran again unto the well to draw water, 

and drew for all his camels. 

 My, my, my can this be any clearer. God had indeed went before Eliezer just as Abraham had 

believed. He had Rebekah on the way before the prayer.  

 One more detail had to be confirmed. Was she of the right lineage. John said in  1 John 4:1  

Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God: because many false 

prophets are gone out into the world. Eliezer was not going to be fooled. Notice what he asks. 

 Genesis 24:21-28  And the man wondering at her held his peace, to wit whether the LORD had 

made his journey prosperous or not.  22  And it came to pass, as the camels had done drinking, that 

the man took a golden earring of half a shekel weight, and two bracelets for her hands of ten shekels 

weight of gold;  23  And said, Whose daughter art thou? tell me, I pray thee: is there room in thy 

father's house for us to lodge in?  24  And she said unto him, I am the daughter of Bethuel the son of 

Milcah, which she bare unto Nahor.  25  She said moreover unto him, We have both straw and 



lllllllllllllllll 

lW ay P oint Chronicles l 

lllTraveling through the Old Testament by Chronological Storieslll 
© 2007-09 Dr. Edgar Pierce 

 

l- 63 -l 
 

provender enough, and room to lodge in.  26  And the man bowed down his head, and worshipped the 

LORD.  27  And he said, Blessed be the LORD God of my master Abraham, who hath not left 

destitute my master of his mercy and his truth: I being in the way, the LORD led me to the house of 

my master's brethren.  28  And the damsel ran, and told them of her mother's house these things. 

 

VII - Purpose of the Mission: 

 Laban runs to the well and brings Eliezer to the house. This servant realized that he had not come for 

a social visit. He would not eat until he stated his purpose. Genesis 24:33  And there was set meat 

before him to eat: but he said, I will not eat, until I have told mine errand. And he said, Speak on. 

 He tells of the blessings that God had bestowed upon Abraham and that he had a son born in his old 

age and that he had promised to take a bride for the son of Abraham from his kin. He recounts the story 

of how he prayed at the well and the coming of Rebekah.  

 They requested that she stay with them a few days to say goodbye. We pick up again in Genesis 

24:59 And they sent away Rebekah their sister, and her nurse, and Abraham's servant, and his men.   

 So God had guided, Eliezer had been sensitive to the guidance of God, and the bride had been found 

for Isaac. Genesis 24:60 says, ñAnd they blessed Rebekah, and said unto her, Thou art our sister, be 

thou the mother of thousands of millions, and let thy seed possess the gate of those which hate them.ò 

 God had promised Abraham that this would be and they unknowingly of this promise asks the same 

blessing upon Rebekah that was upon Isaac.  

 

VIII - Love at First Sight: 

  We live in a culture where we pick our brides for the most part. It is almost impossible for parents 

now days to buy their children clothes and shoes that suit them much less a bride. But this was a 

different time and now Isaac bride is on her way home. Chosen not by Isaac but by God. Isaac must 

have felt that he was waiting for the ultimate blind date that would last a lifetime.  

 Gen 24:61-67  And Rebekah arose, and her damsels, and they rode upon the camels, and followed 

the man: and the servant took Rebekah, and went his way.  62  And Isaac came from the way of the 

well Lahairoi; for he dwelt in the south country.  63  And Isaac went out to meditate in the field at the 

eventide: and he lifted up his eyes, and saw, and, behold, the camels were coming.  64  And Rebekah 

lifted up her eyes, and when she saw Isaac, she lighted off the camel.  65  For she had said unto the 

servant, What man is this that walketh in the field to meet us? And the servant had said, It is my 

master: therefore she took a vail, and covered herself.  66  And the servant told Isaac all things that 

he had done.  67  And Isaac brought her into his mother Sarah's tent, and took Rebekah, and she 

became his wife; and he loved her: and Isaac was comforted after his mother's death. 

 Genesis 25:20  ñAnd Isaac was forty years old when he took Rebekah to wife...ò 

 We now know that Isaac has a bride, the lineage can continue. The promises of God are true.  

 Another interesting item often overlooked is how many of the early patriarchs knew each other. It 

says in Genesis 11:11  And Shem lived after he begat Arphaxad five hundred years, and begat sons 

and daughters. The Reese Chronological Bible gives the death of Shem in 1817 BC or about ten years 

after Isaac married Rebekah. Abraham married again also after Isaac and had eight more children 

according to Genesis 25:1-4 and 1 Chronicles 1:32-33 but Isaac what the son of promise, the one 

through which the covenant blessing passed.  
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Way Point 1 8  

A Grabber of a Heel and a Cup of Soup 

Story of Esau and Jacob 

 

 Abraham and Sarah had a son named Isaac. We have seen the 

progression of the lineage that will ultimately fulfill the promise to 

Abraham that through him the whole world would be blessed. The lineage 

that will bring forth Messiah. Isaac has taken a bride as we saw in our last 

Way Point. Our Way Point today is the story of the sons born to Isaac and 

Rebekah, Esau and Jacob. 

 

I - Another Barren Lineage: 

 You will recall that one of the ways of God was to allow Sarah to be 

barren and unable to conceive a child until God supernaturally opened he 

womb. We see that Isaac and Rebekah had a similar story but not as 

drastic. Perhaps we can discern that God was teaching them to depend 

upon Him by the barreness.  Gen 25:19-21a  And these are the 

generations of Isaac, Abrahamôs son: Abraham begat Isaac:  20  And 

Isaac was forty years old when he took Rebekah to wife, the daughter of 

Bethuel the Syrian of Padanaram, the sister to Laban the Syrian. 21  And 

Isaac intreated the LORD for his wife, because she was barren: and the 

LORD was intreated of him, and Rebekah his wife conceived.  
 It says in Genesis 25:21 of  the NASB ñIsaac prayed to the LORD on 

behalf of his wife, because she was barren; and the LORD answered him 

and Rebekah his wife conceived. 

 

II - Strife Within the Womb:  

 Many times twins run in families. They are common in our world. 

Rebekah notices something going on within her womb. Gen 25:22  And 

the children struggled together within her; and she said, If it be so, why 

am I thus? And she went to enquire of the LORD.  23  And the LORD 

said unto her, Two nations are in thy womb, and two manner of people 

shall be separated from thy bowels; and the one people shall be stronger 

than the other people; and the elder shall serve the younger.   

 It is obvious that God knew these two sons, twins but not identical. Not 

only were they not identical they were actually two completely different 

people who would produce two nations, Israel and Edom. There is also a 

prophecy of which would be the stronger one and which would serve the 

other. 

 

III - Grabber of the Heel: 

 The time for delivery comes and there are as God foretold to Rebekah 




