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1- Verifying the Messiah 

 

 We live in a world where it is common 

place for a company to produce a duplicate, 

or a counterfeit, of almost everything. Fake 

Rolex watches, womenôs purses, clothes of 

famous designers are forgeries and you 

never know for sure when you buy it if is a 

genuine article or a fake.  

 When Barry Bonds was chasing Hank 

Aaronôs major league home run record each 

time that Barry would come up to bat the 

balls were switched. The umpire would 

receive a special set of balls to replace the 

regular game balls. The special sets were 

marked in both obvious as well as some 

other ways less noticeable so that when the 

tying and breaking home run was hit the ball 

could be authenticated. The reason was they 

wanted to prevent any forgery of the ball 

that was expected to be worth a half million 

dollars.  

 There are many who claim that Jesus 

was a fake. Some claim He was just a man 

who seized on the opportunity to proclaim 

He was the Messiah without actually being. 

 If this is true then our faith is of no value 

at all. The apostle Paul said, in relation to 

one of the great verifications that Jesus is the 

Messiah, concerning the resurrection, 1 

Corinthians 15:14 ñAnd if Christ be not 

risen, then is our preaching vain, and your 

faith is also vain.ò 

 One of the reason this is such a critical 

verification is that Jesus had many time 

prophesied that He would rise. One such 

instance is Luke 9:22  ñSaying, The Son of 

man must suffer many things, and be 

rejected of the elders and chief priests and 

scribes, and be slain, and be raised the 

third day.ò 

 It is precisely this type of event and 

miracle that verifies that He is the Messiah. I 

have therefore entitled this series in John, 

Verifying the Messiah. We will see in John 

many things that authenticate that He is who 

He said He was.  

 The gospel of John are wrapped around 

seven ñsignò miracles that Jesus performed. 

If you count the resurrection of Jesus then 

there would be eight but most scholars see 

seven signs.  

 The four gospels present Jesus from 

distinct points of view. Matthew went back 

to Abraham because he wrote to a Jewish 

audience and wanted to show His Jewish 

roots. Mark did not give any genealogy 

because he presented Christ as a servant that 

does not need a lineage. Luke, the Gentile 

writer went back to Adam to present Him as 

the Son of Man. John however goes back to 

before creation to the beginning. 

 The Bible Knowledge Commentary says: 

ñAnd John begins with a theological 

prologue. It is almost as if John had said, 

óI want you to consider Jesus in His 

teaching and deeds. But you will not 

understand the good news of Jesus in its 

fullest sense unless you view Him from 

this point of view. Jesus is God manifest 

in the flesh, and His words and deeds are 

those of the God-Man.ô ò (p 217) 

 In this study of John there are several 

men who gave testimony to the fact that He 

was the Messiah. Our first stop today is one 

of these testimonies. 

 

The Testimony of John the Apostle  1:1-5, 

14, 18 

 The testimony of John is a very broad 

subject that will in some ways be woven 
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throughout the entire study of John. John the 

Apostle is the writer of the gospel of John as 

well as four other books. (1 John, 2 John, 3 

John and the Revelation) 

I - More Than An Eye Witness: 

 An eyewitness account of something is 

important evidence. But, for instance, you 

go to a basketball game and witness 

someone score 20 points you can tell the 

story. I suggest you could not tell the story 

nearly as well as someone on the team who 

was in the huddle, heard the locker room 

speech and set the critical screen that 

allowed the shooter to score. This type of 

inside information makes them more than an 

eye witness. Notice what John said about the 

relationship he had with Christ in 1 John 

1:1-3  ñThat which was from the 

beginning, which we have heard, which we 

have seen with our eyes, which we have 

looked upon, and our hands have handled, 

of the Word of life;  2  (For the life was 

manifested, and we have seen it, and bear 

witness, and shew unto you that eternal 

life, which was with the Father, and was 

manifested unto us;)  3  That which we 

have seen and heard declare we unto you, 

that ye also may have fellowship with us: 

and truly our fellowship is with the Father, 

and with his Son Jesus Christ.ò 

 So we see the credential for this first eye 

witness is indeed one who walked, talked, 

touched and lived with the one he is 

testifying about. John was in what is called 

the inner circle of disciples, a very select 

few men. On the Mount of Transfiguration 

we see him. Mar 9:2  ñAnd after six days 

Jesus taketh with him Peter, and James, 

and John, and leadeth them up into an 

high mountain apart by themselves: and he 

was transfigured before them.ò 

 It was John, the beloved, which stayed 

with Jesus when Peter deserted Him. He in 

fact went into the trial of Jesus while Peter 

did not enter. John 18:15-16  ñAnd Simon 

Peter followed Jesus, and so did another 

disciple: that disciple was known unto the 

high priest, and went in with Jesus into the 

palace of the high priest.  16  But Peter 

stood at the door withoutéò 

 It was this John that Jesus entrusted  the 

care of His mother to at the cross. So we can 

certainly say he is qualified to testify. We 

must listen to such a one concerning Christ. 

II - Preexistence of The Word: 

  John, as have stated, takes us back to 

before time existed, before creation was 

created. Joh 1:1-2  ñIn the beginning was 

the Word, and the Word was with God, and 

the Word was God.  2 The same was in the 

beginning with God.ò 

 The Word here is referring to the Lord 

Jesus and we can see right away that He was 

uncreated and eternal. He had no beginning 

because He existed in the beginning. While 

the book of Genesis declares what happened 

at creation, John declares the existence of 

Christ before.  

 We see the obvious stated next when he 

states that Christ was with God. This 

statement sets forth the eternal relationship 

of the Son to the Father. This relationship 

did not begin with the birth of Jesus at 

Bethlehem but has been eternal. 

 Then a strong declaration of the deity of 

Christ follows, ñand the Word was God.ò 

III - His Creation Work:  

 The Scripture emphatically testifies that 

Christ was the Creator. This does not 

decrease the work of the Father and Holy 

Spirit in the least. Notice what John testifies 

in John 1:3-4  ñAll things were made by 

him; and without him was not any thing 

made that was made.  4  In him was lifeéò 

 Lets see some other verses that declare 

this as well. 



 

 

 

  
www.parisfbc.com                                                                      © 2007 Dr. Edgar Pierce                                                www.exposingtheword.com 

 

 

 

 

PAGE | 3 

 Col 1:16 ñFor by him were all things 

created, that are in heaven, and that are in 

earth, visible and invisible, whether they be 

thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or 

powers: all things were created by him, and 

for him.ò 

 Heb 1:2 ñHath in these last days 

spoken unto us by his Son, whom he hath 

appointed heir of all things, by whom also 

he made the worlds.ò 

 Rev 4:11  ñThou art worthy, O Lord, to 

receive glory and honour and power: for 

thou hast created all things, and for thy 

pleasure they are and were created.ò 

 This leaves nothing outside the scope of 

the creation. This is all things, all places, 

from deepest space to all mysteries.  

 Please notice also it said, ñIn Him was 

life.ò Physical life as well as spiritual life is 

sourced in Him and Him alone. 

IV - The Light 

 John tells us in John 1:4b-5 that He is 

the light. We will see in a later study in this 

series that He declare that He is the light of 

the world. (see John 8:12) 

 Notice that it is light that provides men 

the ability to see where they are going 

clearly. He was the Creator of physical light 

and the giver of spiritual light.  

 1:6 ñThat light shines in the darkness, 

yet the darkness did not overcome it.ò 

(HCSB)  

 The darkness is nothing but the evil and 

sin of the fallen world. It cannot prevail 

against the light of the world.  

V-  God Became Man: 

 John tells us next about John the 

Baptistôs testimony. We will look at that 

next session. Then he tells us that God 

wrapped Himself in flesh and took on 

human form.  John 1:14 ñAnd the Word 

was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and 

we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only 

begotten of the Father,) full of grace and 

truth.ò This includes all that we celebrate 

with the birth of Christ as well as the untold 

suffering He took on at Calvary. John tells 

us that Christ was full of grace and truth. 

The purpose of this was for God to reveal 

Himself to mankind. John 1:18  ñNo man 

hath seen God at any time; the only 

begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the 

Father, he hath declared him.ò 
 We will see the acts of this man 

Jesus as we go forward that verify that He 

was Messiah.  

VI - Purpose of God: 

 John, under the guidance of the Holy 

Spirit, will unfold for us seven sign 

miracles. The intent was never to publish an 

exhaustive compilation of all that Jesus did. 

In fact John makes it clear that would be 

impossible in the last verse of this gospel. 

John 21:25 ñAnd there are also many other 

things which Jesus did, the which, if they 

should be written every one, I suppose that 

even the world itself could not contain the 

books that should be written. Amen.ò 

 Yet the over bearing purpose of John is 

that men will take a look and see that Jesus 

was indeed the Messiah and that by faith in 

Him they can have life. John 19:35  ñAnd 

he that saw it bare record, and his record is 

true: and he knoweth that he saith true, 

that ye might believe.ò 

 In John 20:30-31 we again see it stated 

that all of the acts of Jesus are not recorded. 

We also have what I feel is the ultimate 

purpose of this testimony of John. ñAnd 

many other signs truly did Jesus in the 

presence of his disciples, which are not 

written in this book:  31  But these are 

written, that ye might believe that Jesus is 

the Christ, the Son of God; and that 

believing ye might have life through his 

name.ò Have you believed? 
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2- The Testimony of John the Baptist: John 1:6-8; 19-34; 3:22-36 

 

 There has never been one that we can be 

more sure that was sent from God than the 

man who will testify and verify the Messiah 

in this session.  

 The manôs name was John. We know 

him as John the Baptist because of his 

baptizing of men, including Jesus. John is 

the beginning subject of the gospel of Mark 

and his birth is given to us as part of the 

story of the birth of Messiah. In Lukeôs 

gospel we have the record of the Birth of 

John and the events surrounding it. Matthew 

also records information about John the 

Baptist.   

I - Came to be a Witness: 

 John 1:6-8  There was a man sent from 

God, whose name was John.  7  The same 

came for a witness, to bear witness of the 

Light, that all men through him might 

believe. 8  He was not that Light, but was 

sent to bear witness of that Light.  

 John the Apostle had just told us that 

Jesus came and was God and sent by God. 

Although both Jesus and John were sent by 

God, Jesus was the only divine one. In 

contrast he clearly points out that John, a 

great man, was only a man not God. 

 Jesus said of John in , Matthew 11:11 

ñAmong them that are born of women 

there hath not risen a greater than John 

the Baptistéò 

 John was the son of Elizabeth, said to be 

cousin of Mary. However, the original 

language is the word for a kinsman, not 

necessarily a cousin. Adam Clarke points 

out, they could only have been cousins on 

their mothers side because Elizabeth was 

from the tribe of Levi (Luke 1:5) and Mary 

from the tribe of Judah. Never the less, Mary 

and Elizabeth were kinsman and that made 

John the Baptist a kinsman of Jesus as well.  

II - Testimony in Wilderness Before Jesus 

Was Baptized:  

 The testimony of John begins with John 

in the wilderness. Notice the account in 

John 1:19-28  And this is the record of 

John, when the Jews sent priests and 

Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, Who 

art thou?  20  And he confessed, and 

denied not; but confessed, I am not the 

Christ.  21  And they asked him, What 

then? Art thou Elias? And he saith, I am 

not. Art thou that prophet? And he 

answered, No.  22  Then said they unto 

him, Who art thou? that we may give an 

answer to them that sent us. What sayest 

thou of thyself?  23  He said, I am the voice 

of one crying in the wilderness, Make 

straight the way of the Lord, as said the 

prophet Esaias.  24  And they which were 

sent were of the Pharisees.  25  And they 

asked him, and said unto him, Why 

baptizest thou then, if thou be not that 

Christ, nor Elias, neither that prophet?  26  

John answered them, saying, I baptize with 

water: but there standeth one among you, 

whom ye know not;  27  He it is, who 

coming after me is preferred before me, 

whose shoe's latchet I am not worthy to 

unloose.  28  These things were done in 

Bethabara beyond Jordan, where John was 

baptizing. 

 Notice with me several things I have 

emphasized in the text.  

 The group sent was probably from the 

Sanhedrin, thought it is not specified here. 

They were on guard for anything that would 

threaten their religious authority. 
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 They ask if John was the Messiah, he 

said no. Next they asked are you Elijah, he 

again said no. Then they asked if he was the 

prophet like Moses that they knew would 

come, again he said he was not. This 

exhausted their list of potentials that anyone 

was looking for so they said well, who are 

you then. He replied, ñI am the voice of one 

crying in the wilderness, Make straight the 

way of the Lord, as said the prophet 

Esaias.ò He linked his ministry to the 

promise and prophecy made by the prophet 

Isaiah. Isaiah 40:3  ñThe voice of him that 

crieth in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way 

of the LORD, make straight in the desert a 

highway for our God.ò 

 As part of his answer he also gives 

witness to the Messiah that stood among 

them even now. Jesus had not manifested 

Himself in any way to this point that we 

know of. 

 John points out the superiority of Christ 

and his understanding that he, a great 

prophet sent from God, still was not worthy 

to unbuckle His shoes. John 1:27  ñHe it is, 

who coming after me is preferred before 

me, whose shoe's latchet I am not worthy to 

unloose.ò  

II I - Testimony at Baptism: 

 One of the things John does well is 

transition from time periods precisely. The 

next dayôs events are in the next verse. 

 John 1:29-34  The next day John seeth 

Jesus coming unto him, and saith, Behold 

the Lamb of God, which taketh away the 

sin of the world.  30  This is he of whom I 

said, After me cometh a man which is 

preferred before me: for he was before me.  

31  And I knew him not: but that he should 

be made manifest to Israel, therefore am I 

come baptizing with water.  32  And John 

bare record, saying, I saw the Spirit 

descending from heaven like a dove, and it 

abode upon him.  33  And I knew him not: 

but he that sent me to baptize with water, 

the same said unto me, Upon whom thou 

shalt see the Spirit descending, and 

remaining on him, the same is he which 

baptizeth with the Holy Ghost.  34  And I 

saw, and bare record that this is the Son of 

God. 

 I underlined the words of John the 

Baptist recorded here as he gave testimony.  

 He called Jesus the Lamb of God who 

takes away the sins of the world. He told 

them this was the man he spoke of the day 

before. How did he know? Two things, the 

Holy Spirit descending on Jesus and the 

voice of God that told Him to watch for this 

and by this he would know. 

 He also declares him to the Son of God. 

John, the baptism, verified Jesus at His 

baptism by his testimony as a first hand 

witness and participant in the events.  

IV - Testimony in Judaea: 

 During the course of events we move 

forward into the ministry of Jesus to after 

the public manifestation and miracle of 

Cana. Jesus had also cleaned out the temple 

of money changers and had a conversation 

with Nicodemus. These are the ñthese 

thingsò in John 3:22-36.  After these things 

came Jesus and his disciples into the land 

of Judaea; and there he tarried with them, 

and baptized.  23  And John also was 

baptizing in Aenon near to Salim, because 

there was much water there: and they 

came, and were baptized.  24  For John 

was not yet cast into prison. é. 

 Now notice additional testimony of 

John in John 3:27ff. John answered and 

said, A man can receive nothing, except it 

be given him from heaven.  28 Ye 

yourselves bear me witness, that I said, I 

am not the Christ, but that I am sent before 

him.  29  He that hath the bride is the 
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bridegroom: but the friend of the 

bridegroom, which standeth and heareth 

him, rejoiceth greatly because of the 

bridegroom's voice: this my joy therefore is 

fulfilled.  30  He must increase, but I must 

decrease.  31  He that cometh from above is 

above all: he that is of the earth is earthly, 

and speaketh of the earth: he that cometh 

from heaven is above all.  32  And what he 

hath seen and heard, that he testifieth; and 

no man receiveth his testimony.  33  He 

that hath received his testimony hath set to 

his seal that God is true.  34  For he whom 

God hath sent speaketh the words of God: 

for God giveth not the Spirit by measure 

unto him.  35  The Father loveth the Son, 

and hath given all things into his hand.  36  

He that believeth on the Son hath 

everlasting life: and he that believeth not 

the Son shall not see life; but the wrath of 

God abideth on him. 

 Again notice a few emphasized things. 

He reiterated his testimony before that he 

was not Messiah but a forerunner. 

 He then points out that Christ must 

increase and he must decrease and step 

aside. He points to the Messiah as being the 

focus and not himself. A great lesson for all 

of us to learn, relearn and continually 

reestablish in our own lives. 

 He included the fact that all things are 

given into the hands of the Son. I feel the 

Bible teaches that the judge that sits at both 

the Bema judgment seat for believer and the 

Great White Throne judgment for 

nonbeliever will be the Christ.  

 Life in Christ through faith is also 

clearly established with the testimony of 

John. 

I II - Verified Jesus Was Messiah Again: 

 Luke records for us the imprisonment of 

John by Herod. Luke 3:18-20  And many 

other things in his exhortation preached he 

unto the people.  19  But Herod the 

tetrarch, being reproved by him for 

Herodias his brother Philip's wife, and for 

all the evils which Herod had done,  20  

Added yet this above all, that he shut up 

John in prison. 

 While in prison John sent two of his 

disciples to Jesus. Matt 11:2-6   Now when 

John had heard in the prison the works of 

Christ, he sent two of his disciples,  3  And 

said unto him, Art thou he that should 

come, or do we look for another?  4  Jesus 

answered and said unto them, Go and shew 

John again those things which ye do hear 

and see:  5  The blind receive their sight, 

and the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, 

and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, 

and the poor have the gospel preached to 

them.  6  And blessed is he, whosoever shall 

not be offended in me. (see Luke 7:18-23  

 Some feel it was John wanting to make 

sure of Jesus in his own heart while others 

see it as John wanting to expose his disciples 

to the truth of Jesus first hand.  

 JV McGee says, ñJohnôs question is a 

logical one. He has every reason to believe 

that the King would have assumed power by 

this time. He is definitely puzzled that the 

Lord is moving so slowly toward the 

throne.ò (Thru the Bible Commentary)   

 So if in fact John was having doubts 

what does that say to us? It says that God is 

a God who can answer any doubts with 

facts. Please notice what Jesus said to these 

disciples about verification back to John.òé 

shew John again those things which ye do 

hear and see:  5  The blind receive their 

sight, and the lame walk, the lepers are 

cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are 

raised up, and the poor have the gospel 

preached to them.ò 

 Jesus is verified by the testimony of 

John. Do you believe? 
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3- The Testimony of Early Disciples: John 1:35-51 

 

 As we have previously set forth those 

who were eye witness to events as well as 

participants in the events are exceptionally 

qualified to tell us about events. We have a 

total of four men we will look at in this 

section as we hear the testimony of the early 

disciples. 

 The events we have recorded here take 

place over a two day period at the beginning 

of Jesus ministry. They take place the day 

following Jesus baptism and then the 

following day. There are a total of five 

characters in these verses. One is unnamed, 

the others are Andrew, Simon, Philip and 

Nathanael.  

 

I - Testimony of Andrew and Simon: Joh 

1:35-42 

  Again the next day after John stood, and 

two of his disciples;  36  And looking upon 

Jesus as he walked, he saith, Behold the 

Lamb of God!  37  And the two disciples 

heard him speak, and they followed Jesus.   

 Last session we saw the testimony of 

John the Baptist. We see the results of his 

testimony bearing fruit the next day. John 

again affirms Christ as the Lamb of God.  

 It says then that ñthe two disciples heard 

him speakò  and this brings up an important 

point in witnessing to others. The day before 

John had spoken these words as well but the 

next day the Holy Spirit of God brought 

them alive in the hearts of these two. We are 

told one of them was Andrew but the other 

remains unnamed and any speculation as to 

the identity is speculative at best. The point 

we need not miss is that we must keep on 

witnessing to the same people and not be 

discouraged because there may be a next 

day in their lives. 

 38  Then Jesus turned, and saw them 

following, and saith unto them, What seek 

ye?  

 Jesus sees them following and asked 

them what they wanted. Notice their answer. 

They said unto him, Rabbi, (which is to 

say, being interpreted, Master,) where 

dwellest thou?  

 They address him as Rabbi or Master. 

Thayerôs Greek Dictionary gives the 

definition of Rabbi as: 

1) my great one, my honourable sir 

2) Rabbi, a title used by the Jews to 

address their teachers (and also honour 

them when not addressing them) 

 Next they asked Him a question about 

where he was staying. The implication of the 

question is they were asking to go spend 

time with him. 39 He saith unto them, 

Come and see.  

 HCSB says,  "Come and you'll see," 

He replied. So they went and saw where He 

was staying, and they stayed with Him that 

day. It was about 10 in the morning.  

 The KJV says, ñThey came and saw 

where he dwelt, and abode with him that 

day: for it was about the tenth hour.ò   

 Some say that John used Roman time to 

tell us of the events. Others say it was 

Jewish time. If it was Roman time it was 

10am if Jewish it was already 4pm. Never 

the less we know they spent time with Jesus. 

What an envious thing to spend time with 

Him. We still can spend time, but not with 

him in the flesh as they did. So the 

testimony is firsthand experience. 

 40  One of the two which heard John 

speak, and followed him, was Andrew, 

Simon Peter's brother.   
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 We are told in this verse that one of the 

two of John disciples that followed Jesus 

was Andrew the brother of Simon Peter. 

How do we know his faith was real? One 

evidence of anyoneôs faith being real is that 

they want other to know Jesus as well. 

Notice what Andrew did first. 

 41  He first findeth his own brother 

Simon, and saith unto him, We have found 

the Messias, which is, being interpreted, 

the Christ.  42  And he brought him to 

Jesus.  

 He testifies to Peter his brother and what 

is says is really profound. Please do not lose 

the fact that he had only seen Jesus one time 

the day before and now. No witness training 

just passion of who He was. We have found 

the Messiah. Messiah is the Hebrew word 

equivalent to the Greek word Christ. They 

mean ñanointedò or the ñanointed one.ò This 

implies the one sent from God for the 

purpose of redemption. I love the way Luke 

referred to Jesus in the story of Simeon. 

Luke 2:26  And it was revealed unto him by 

the Holy Ghost, that he should not see 

death, before he had seen the Lord's 

Christ. 

 I love the explanation given to us in the 

Liberty Annotated Bible concerning the 

anointed offices of Christ. 

 ñIn the Old Testament, men of 

God who were called for special 

service were initiated into three 

offices by an act of anointing. Each 

of these three offices finds its 

fulfillment in Christ. The titles Christ 

and  Messiah literally mean 

ñAnointed One.ò Illus tration: As 

the Prophet, like Moses (Deut 

18:15), Jesus declare the most 

complete revelation of the Father (v 

18). As the faithful Priest (1 Sam 

2:35), He offered the ultimate 

sacrifice, the sacrifice of Himself 

(Heb 9:14). As the King of Kings, 

He is not only in ultimate control 

now (Ps 21:1), but will also reign a 

thousand years in His own kingdom 

(Rev 20:1-6).ò (p 1607) 

 The application given then is that as our 

Prophet, Priest and King we should heed 

what he says, come to Him in prayer, and 

serve Him as King. 

 Notice the first thing Andrew did was 

bring Simon to Jesus. What a testimony to 

the Messsiahship of Jesus. 

 ñAnd when Jesus beheld him, he said, 

Thou art Simon the son of Jona: thou shalt 

be called Cephas, which is by 

interpretation, A stone.ò   

 Jesus recognized Peter and instantly 

rename him from Simon to Cephas or Peter, 

(Cephas was the Syriac surname) The Greek 

translates it Petros or rock. 

 This brings up an important side note. 

He knows what is in all of us. Remember 

what is said about Jesus in John 2:25 ñAnd 

needed not that any should testify of man: 

for he knew what was in man.ò 

 Christ saw the potential in Peter not who 

he was at the time. He sees the potential in 

all of us not what we are now but what He 

wants to make us. 

 Another point well taken is that no one 

knows who will be the next Simon Peter, 

DL Moody, Billy Graham when we bring 

them to the Messiah.  

 

II - Testimony of Philip and Nathanael: 

Joh 1:43-51 

43  The day following Jesus would go forth 

into Galilee, and findeth Philip, and saith 

unto him, Follow me.  44  Now Philip was 

of Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter.   
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 The next day after the calling of Andrew 

and Simon Peter coming by the witness of 

Andrew we see others come to Christ. 

 The urgency of the event is well noted 

by Christ getting on with the work. Matthew 

Henry said: 

ñHe was called the day following. 

See how closely Christ applied 

himself to his business. When work 

is to be done for God, we must not 

lose a day.ò  

 Christ went to find Philip and that 

certainly reminds us of His self stated 

purpose. He said He came to seek and save 

those that were lost. This calling of course 

was not their calling to be what we know as 

the apostles but simply to follow him. 

Barnes Notes states concerning verse 43: 

This does not refer to his calling 

these disciples to be ñapostles,ò for 

that took place at the Sea of Tiberias 

Mat_4:18, but it refers to their being. 

convinced that he was the Christ. 

This is the object of this evangelist, 

to show how and when they were 

convinced of this. Matthew states the 

time and occasion in which they 

were called to be ñapostles;ò John, 

the time in which they first became 

acquainted with Jesus, and were 

convinced that he was the Messiah. 

45  Philip f indeth Nathanael, and saith 

unto him, We have found him, of whom 

Moses in the law, and the prophets, did 

write, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.   

 Notice the testimony of Philip here as he 

witnesses to Nathanael. He said that he had 

found the one: 

 Moses wrote about in the Law: 

Deuteronomy 18:15;18  The LORD thy 

God will raise up unto thee a Prophet from 

the midst of thee, of thy brethren, like unto 

me; unto him ye shall hearkené.18  I will 

raise them up a Prophet from among their 

brethren, like unto thee, and will put my 

words in his mouth; and he shall speak 

unto them all that I shall command him. 

 Remember that they had asked John the 

Baptist if he was that Prophet. Philip 

testifies to Nathanael that he had found this 

Prophet. 

 The prophets wrote about: Certainly 

there are a multitude of verses we could use 

here. Notice a couple of places. 

  Isa 9:6-7  For unto us a child is born, 

unto us a son is given: and the government 

shall be upon his shoulder: and his name 

shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The 

mighty God, The everlasting Father, The 

Prince of Peace.  7 Of the increase of his 

government and peace there shall be no 

end, upon the throne of David, and upon 

his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it 

with judgment and with justice from 

henceforth even for ever. The zeal of the 

LORD of hosts will perform this. 

 Jeremiah 23:5-6  Behold, the days 

come, saith the LORD, that I will raise 

unto David a righteous Branch, and a King 

shall reign and prosper, and shall execute 

judgment and justice in the earth.  6  In his 

days Judah shall be saved, and Israel shall 

dwell safely: and this is his name whereby 

he shall be called, THE LORD OUR 

RIGHTEOUSNESS. 

 Philip tells him this is the one we have 

been waiting for, the one that prophecy had 

predicted. 

 46  And Nathanael said unto him, Can 

there any good thing come out of 

Nazareth?  

 Nathanael asked if anything good come 

from a city that has a bad reputation. This 

was not questioning Christ character but 

only the cities. Nathanael had not yet meet 

Jesus. 
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 Philip saith unto him, Come and see.   

 What a simple but profound answer. We 

do not have to convince people to believe 

only to come and see for themselves. 

 47  Jesus saw Nathanael coming to 

him, and saith of him, Behold an Israelite 

indeed, in whom is no guile!   

 Jesus, remember, knows what is in 

everyone of us. He knew the inner character 

of Nathanael. He gave a glowing testimony 

of Nathanael. No disguise, no hypocrisy, no 

deception, no wickedness, no guile. This did 

not mean he did not need a Savior, only that 

he was living as good as any man could.  

48  Nathanael saith unto him, Whence 

knowest thou me? 

 This got his attention and he asked ñhow 

do you know me?ò  

 Jesus answered and said unto him, Before 

that Philip called thee, when thou wast 

under the fig tree, I saw thee.   

 This certainly is a personal miracle for 

Nathanael. Jesus told him where he had 

been. Not only does he know our thoughts 

and feelings He sees our paths as well. We 

cannot go where God does not know. Listen 

to how the Psalmist said it. 

Psalms 139:7-12  Whither shall I go from 

thy spirit? or whither shall I flee from thy 

presence?  8  If I ascend up into heaven, 

thou art there: if I make my bed in hell, 

behold, thou art there.  9  If I take the 

wings of the morning, and dwell in the 

uttermost parts of the sea;  10  Even there 

shall thy hand lead me, and thy right hand 

shall hold me.  11  If I say, Surely the 

darkness shall cover me; even the night 

shall be light about me.  12  Yea, the 

darkness hideth not from thee; but the 

night shineth as the day: the darkness and 

the light are both alike to thee. 

 He knew him and He knows us. 

 49  Nathanael answered and saith unto 

him, Rabbi, thou art the Son of God; thou 

art the King of Israel.   

 Many say there is a sense that Christ 

spoke to Nathanael in such a way that it said 

things not recorded. Perhaps he had been 

praying about Messiahôs coming, or some 

other thing that was understood between him 

and Jesus. We can only speculate. We do 

know however the great testimony given by 

Nathanael. He recognized Jesus as the Son 

of God and King of Israel.  

 50  Jesus answered and said unto him, 

Because I said unto thee, I saw thee under 

the fig tree, believest thou? thou shalt see 

greater things than these.  51  And he saith 

unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto you, 

Hereafter ye shall see heaven open, and the 

angels of God ascending and descending 

upon the Son of man. 

  So the testimony of these men is clear. 

They recognized Jesus as Messiah, as the 

one spoken of by Moses and the prophets 

that was coming. They worshipped Him as 

God in the flesh.  
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4- Creating Wine from Water  John 2:1-11 

 

I - The Background: 

As we have seen our story begins in 

John in the beginning before creation. John 

1:1-3 says, ñIn the beginning was the 

Word, and the Word was with God, and the 

Word was God. 
2
 The same was in the 

beginning with God. 
3 
All things were made 

by him; and without him was not any thing 

made that was made.ò  
 Jesus as we know was born in 

Bethlehem, but we have to get this from 

another gospel, John did not tell us about his 

birth. He does not tell us about the instance 

of Jesus staying behind in the temple but 

goes directly to the ministry of John the 

Baptist. John does not record the actual 

event of the baptism and skips past the forty 

days in the wilderness for the temptation. 

John instead begins his telling of the events 

of Christ life with the calling of the first 

disciples and in a matter of a few days the 

first miracle.  

 This is the period of introduction of 

Jesus to the world as Messiah. Merrill 

Tenney called it, ñThe period of 

consideration.ò Jesus is presented for the 

world to consider who He is. As you will 

recall: 

 John 1:19 The first day we find the 

Jewish priest sending to John and asking if 

he is the Messiah. John says he is not. 

 John 1:29 The next day as John sees 

Jesus and testifies that Jesus was the one 

who God revealed to him was the Lamb by 

the descent of the Spirit. 

 John 1:34 The next day again they 

looked upon Jesus and two of Johnôs 

disciples hear Johnôs testimony and follow 

Jesus. One of these was Andrew, Simon 

Peterôs brother. Andrew goes and gets his 

brother and they both become followers of 

Jesus. 

 John 1:43 Jesus heads toward Galilee 

and finds Phillip who was from Bethsaida 

the same city as Andrew and Peter. Phillip 

finds Nathanael and they both become 

followers of Christ. John 1:45 

 Now we get to the connection of all this 

to the wedding that Jesus is at in our text. 

Jesus travels north into Galilee to the north 

side of the Sea of Galilee to the city of Cana 

for a wedding. The reason He was even in 

the area may have been Nathanael. John 

21:2 says, ñThere were together Simon 

Peter, and Thomas called Didymus, and 

Nathanael of Cana in Galileeéò Nathanael 

was from Cana.  

 

II - The Wedding: 

 Joh 2:1-2  And the third day there was 

a marriage in Cana of Galilee; and the 

mother of Jesus was there:  2  And both 

Jesus was called, and his disciples, to the 

marriage. 

 Jesus has an occasion to be at a wedding 

some 3 days later.  This is about a week 

after the testimony of John the Baptist and 

the first men who followed Jesus. At this 

time there were five men, not twelve that 

would come later, who were following 

Jesus. These five were Andrew, Simeon, 

Phillip, Nathanael and another unnamed 

disciple of John the Baptist; probably John 

the Apostle.  

 Jesus mother was at the wedding. Some 

think she may have even been one of the 

hostesses for it due to the way the servants 

responded to her request concerning the 

water pots. Most think Jesus is probably 

invited due to Mary and his disciples come 
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because of Jesus. This may have even had a 

connection to Nathanael. Some speculate 

that it may have even been Nathanaelôs 

wedding. 

 The ironic thing is that the bride and 

groom is not the central character at this 

wedding. There is no mention of the brideôs 

dress or the bridesmaids. The center figure 

for eternity is Jesus the Messiah.  

 John 2:3 ñThey had no wine.ò The host 

of the wedding had not made adequate plans 

for the wedding guest. This might have been 

due to them not having the resources. 

Historians say the people living north of the 

Sea of Galilee were the poorest.   

 It could also have been due to the fact 

that Jesus and his five friends showed up; 

invited but only after preparations were 

made. Never the less the reason they were 

out of wine. This was a potential major 

embarrassment to the family.  

 John 2:4 Jesus addresses his mother as, 

ñWoman.ò Before we read into this that 

Jesus was being disrespectful we must 

remember that He addressed her this same 

way from the cross where He certainly was 

looking after His mother with love. Luke 

2:51 tells us that Jesus was respectful of His 

parents.  

 This scene however is the breaking away 

from parental control so that He could do the 

will of God and not man.  

 Jesus said mine hour is not yet come. 

Does this mean that Jesus should not have 

performed this miracle? No, certainly not. 

Jesus was saying that the hour was not yet 

come that He would be subject to the will of 

men again when He would submit to the 

cross.  

III - The Miracle: 

 Joh 2:5-6  His mother saith unto the 

servants, Whatsoever he saith unto you, do 

it.  6  And there were set there six waterpots 

of stone, after the manner of the purifying 

of the Jews, containing two or three firkins 

apiece. Mary says to them, ñfollow His 

instruction.ò There were some water pots 

sitting nearby. Water pots of clay. The 

combined capacity of these would have been 

about 150 gallons which would have yielded 

2400 ½ pint servings. This was not only one 

pitcher of water into wine. 

 John 2:7 Jesus commands them to, ñfill 

the waterpots with water.ò The instructions 

were complied with and all was ready.  

 John 2:8  He tells them now to draw and 

take to the governor of the feast. ñAnd he 

saith unto them, Draw out now, and bear 

unto the governor of the feast. And they 

bare it.ò 

 Notice Jesus did not say, ñlook at me 

Iôm going to do a miracle.ò He did not draw 

attention to what was happening at all. He 

simply turned the water into wine and then 

told them to take it to the governor of the 

feast. 

 John 2:9-10  ñWhen the ruler of the 

feast had tasted the water that was made 

wine, and knew not whence it was: (but the 

servants which drew the water knew;) the 

governor of the feast called the 

bridegroom,  10  And saith unto him, Every 

man at the beginning doth set forth good 

wine; and when men have well drunk, then 

that which is worse: but thou hast kept the 

good wine until now.ò 

 This new wine was better than anything 

that they had drunk before. The good was 

usually served first and then the poorer 

quality was served later.  

 Joh 2:11 ñThis beginning of miracles 

did Jesus in Cana of Galilee, and 

manifested forth his glory; and his 

disciples believed on him.ò John records 

that this was the first miracle Jesus 

performed. The purposes of the miracle was 



 

 

 

  
www.parisfbc.com                                                                      © 2007 Dr. Edgar Pierce                                                www.exposingtheword.com 

 

 

 

 

PAGE | 13 

for manifesting ñforth his gloryò and so that 

the disciples, ñbelieved on him.ò This 

miracle verified Him as Messiah. The first 

of seven signs in John as we have previously 

stated. 

 

IV- Application of the Miracle:  

 There are several application that we 

need to draw from this miracle. 

 1- This does not teach that social 

drinking is OK.  

 2- This teaches us that marriage is a 

sacred thing to God. In this live together era, 

same sex marriages uproar, isnôt it 

refreshing to again see that Jesus counted 

marriage sacred by His presence. 

 3- This shows us that Jesus was creator. 

John had stated this in John 1:3 ñAll things 

were made by him; and without him was 

not any thing made that was made.ò 
Someone has said that it is not hard to 

believe this miracle of water being made 

into wine, it happens all the time in nature. 

Jesus simply sped up the process. He, as 

Creator could do this.  

 4- Notice something else also if you 

would in the fact that Jesus created the wine 

already aged. It was good wine. Wine must 

age to be good. When God created the 

universe He created it with age. This miracle 

in some ways mirrors creation of the 

universe. 

 5- Notice the governor says you have 

kept the best for last. Might I say that this 

first miracle also looks ahead to the best that 

is coming? The best will be last. 

The story is told of a time when Teddy 

Roosevelt was returning from Africa from a 

hunting trip by ship. On the same ship was 

an old couple who had retired as 

missionaries and was returning home. When 

the ship docked they rolled out the red 

carpet for the president while the arrival of 

the missionaries went unnoticed. No one 

was there to greet them, no band to play. 

They went to a cheap hotel to get a good 

nightôs rest before starting west to home. 

This discouraged them and as they prayed to 

God they said, ñWe have given our lives to 

tell the people of Africa about Jesus and lead 

them to you. Yet when we return home there 

is no one to greet us while when the 

president returns home there is a crowd.ò 

The old couple said that God then gently 

reminded them, ñYou are not home yet.ò  

 Beloved I am reminded that the best is 

yet to come. The last will be better than the 

first. There is coming a wedding feast for 

the bride of Christ. We will be home 

someday.  

 The Messiah has been testified as being 

authentic, and now His miracle has verified 

Him. Have you trusted Him as Savior? 
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5- Zeal for the Temple:  John 2:12-17 

 

 Jesus began His public ministry as with 

an event that has some important 

components. There are some nuggets of gold 

that are lying in wait for us as we explore 

His zeal for the temple of God.   

I - To Capernaum: 

 John 2:12 After this he went down to 

Capernaum, he, and his mother, and his 

brethren, and his disciples: and they 

continued there not many days. 
 After the first recorded miracle of the 

turning of the water into wine Jesus leave 

Cana and goes to Capernaum. Capernaum is 

called His own city. Mat 9:1And he entered 

into a ship, and passed over, and came into 

his own city. 

 While this may seem insignificant in the 

choice of Jesus to make this His primary city 

to go from and to it was not accidental at all. 

Remember we are seeing the things that 

verify the Messiah. The prophet Isaiah 

spoke many centuries before and said in Isa 

9:2 The people that walked in darkness 

have seen a great light: they that dwell in 

the land of the shadow of death, upon them 

hath the light shined.  

  Matthew 4:12-15  Now when Jesus had 

heard that John was cast into prison, he 

departed into Galilee;  13  And leaving 

Nazareth, he came and dwelt in 

Capernaum, which is upon the sea coast, in 

the borders of Zabulon and Nephthalim:  

14  That it might be fulfilled which was 

spoken by Esaias the prophet, saying,  15  

The land of Zabulon, and the land of 

Nephthalim, by the way of the sea, beyond 

Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles. 

 One of the things that verify the 

Messiahship of Jesus is fulfilled prophecy. 

There are literally hundreds of such 

fulfillments. 

 Some may say yes but the evidence you 

use to verify this is the Bible. One internal 

evidences of just how accurate the Bible is 

found in the words ñwent down to 

Capernaum.ò  The city was lower in 

altitude that Nazareth and Cana from where 

He had recently traveled from. The Bible is 

authenticated as a reliable source by scrutiny 

of the statements that it makes and its 

minute accuracy with those statements.  

II - Passover at Jerusalem:  

 John 2:13  And the Jews' passover was 

at hand, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem, 

 God had given the Law of Moses to be 

observed as a way to live and worship Him. 

In order for the Messiah to be authentic He 

would therefore have to observe the law 

given by God. Not necessarily all the 613 

interpretation of the law that the rabbis had 

come up with as they interpreted the law. 

 The observance of Passover was to be a 

perpetual covenant with Israel. The Passover 

remembered the deliverance of the children 

of Israel out of Egyptian bondage. 

 Another small but profound insight is 

that it says that He went up to Jerusalem. He 

is moving from the geography north to the 

south, and most of the times we say we are 

going up when traveling north and down to 

the south. The Bible says he went up to 

Jerusalem while moving south. It is because 

of the natural features of the area where you 

go up in topography to a higher elevation to 

Jerusalem.  

 He tarried a little while in order to arrive 

at Jerusalem for the Passover. He is going to 

fulfill the law of Moses. As He observed 
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Passover here He was not casting out the 

Jewish law but those that had perverted it. 

 There are a total of four Passovers that 

are recorded during the 3 ½ years of Jesus 

public ministry. This is the first one. The 

second is in Luk 6:1  And it came to pass 

on the second sabbath after the first, that 

he went through the corn fields; and his 

disciples plucked the ears of corn, and did 

eat, rubbing them in their hands. 

 The third in Joh 6:4  And the passover, 

a feast of the Jews, was nigh. 

 Joh 11:55  And the Jews' passover was 

nigh at hand: and many went out of the 

country up to Jerusalem before the 

passover, to purify themselves. The fourth, 

the one just prior to being crucified where 

He acted as the head of the company.  

III - Corruption in  the Temple: 

 John 2:14  And found in the temple 

those that sold oxen and sheep and doves, 

and the changers of money sitting: 
 This is the first of two times that Jesus 

would cleanse the temple. He begins His 

public ministry with this temple cleansing 

recorded in John and ends it in the final 

week of His human life with another 

cleansing some 3 ½ years later. It is 

recorded for us in Matthew 21:12-13  And 

Jesus went into the temple of God, and cast 

out all them that sold and bought in the 

temple, and overthrew the tables of the 

moneychangers, and the seats of them that 

sold doves,  13  And said unto them, It is 

written, My house shall be called the house 

of prayer; but ye have made it a den of 

thieves. 

 We turn to the prophet Malachi to find 

that this was another of the fulfillments of 

prophecy. I have included the first verse to 

see that this ties to the coming of John the 

Baptist and certainly speaks of the Lord 

Jesus cleanings the temple. 

 Malachi 3:1-3  Behold, I will send my 

messenger, and he shall prepare the way 

before me: and the Lord, whom ye seek, 

shall suddenly come to his temple, even the 

messenger of the covenant, whom ye 

delight in: behold, he shall come, saith the 

LORD of hosts.  2  But who may abide the 

day of his coming? and who shall stand 

when he appeareth? for he is like a 

refiner's fire, and like fullers' soap:  3  And 

he shall sit as a refiner and purifier of 

silver: and he shall purify the sons of Levi, 

and purge them as gold and silver, that 

they may offer unto the LORD an offering 

in ri ghteousness. 

 This corruption in the temple would 

have been more like a modern day flea 

market with a carnival heckler selling the 

merchandise. These men were tuned into 

hearing the sound of money more than 

worshipping God and hearing His voice. W. 

Herschel Ford illustrated this beautifully 

with the following story.  

We hear what we have been trained to 

hear. Two men walked down 

Broadway in New York City. 

Thousands of people were milling up 

and down the streets. One of these 

men was a naturalist, a man who 

loved all living creatures. ñWait a 

minute,ò he said to his companion, ñI 

hear a cricket.ò The other man said, ñI 

donôt hear it.ò The naturalist then 

walked over to a floristôs door and 

there he found a cricket on a bush. 

ñNow,ò he said, ñletôs see if the 

people hear this noise.ò And in the 

midst of the noisy crowd, he dropped 

a half dollar. At least fifty people 

turned around a looked back. We can 

train ourselves to hear the voice of the 

world, or the voice of God. (p 80) 
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 This place that was supposed to be a 

place to hear God had become anything but 

that. 

IV - Cleansing the Temple: 

 Jesus had just arrived on the scene in 

Jerusalem. We know it was not His first trip 

because you will recall when He was twelve 

it is recorded that He was in the Temple and 

spoke to the religious hierarchy then and 

confounded them with His understanding. 

He arrives in Jerusalem, suddenly appearing 

on the scene, and goes to the temple. After 

He finds the scene in the temple so revolting 

because it had become a den of thievery and 

corruption He must, as God and Messiah, 

take action.  

 John 2:15  And when he had made a 

scourge of small cords, he drove them all 

out of the temple, and the sheep, and the 

oxen; and poured out the changers' money, 

and overthrew the tables;  16  And said 

unto them that sold doves, Take these 

things hence; make not my Father's house 

an house of merchandise. 

 The house of God had become instead of 

a place of worship a place where people 

were being cheated as they came to worship 

there. 

 We need to understand that this was not 

a practice, when done correctly, which was 

forbidden. In fact it was addressed in the law 

for occasions when it was not feasible to 

bring animals for sacrifice long distances. 

Deuteronomy 14:24-26  And if the way be 

too long for thee, so that thou art not able 

to carry it; or if the place be too far from 

thee, which the LORD thy God shall 

choose to set his name there, when the 

LORD thy God hath blessed thee:  25  

Then shalt thou turn it into money, and 

bind up the money in thine hand, and shalt 

go unto the place which the LORD thy God 

shall choose:  26  And thou shalt bestow 

that money for whatsoever thy soul lusteth 

after, for oxen, or for sheep, or for wine, or 

for strong drink, or for whatsoever thy soul 

desireth: and thou shalt eat there before 

the LORD thy God, and thou shalt rejoice, 

thou, and thine household.  

 It is the perversion of this practice that 

Jesus was addressing.  

 Matthew Henry said, ñhe showed his 

displeasure against those that make religion 

a matter of worldly gain.ò  

 There are some critical principles that 

we need to see about this event. 

1- The cleansing of the temple here shows 

us that we must constantly be on guard that 

we do not allow ungodly practice to invade 

the places of worship.  

2- Jesus zeal for the house of God was to 

begin redemption and not just to have 

satisfaction of straightening them out. 

3- This does not forbid, in my estimation, 

the sale of ministry items. Remember He is 

addressing corruption and not things that 

edify the believer.   

V- Zeal Fulfilled Prophecy: 

 The disciples recognized what Jesus was 

doing had been prophesied.  John 2:17  

And his disciples remembered that it was 

written, The zeal of thine house hath eaten 

me up. This is found in Psalms 69:9  For 

the zeal of thine house hath eaten me up; 

and the reproaches of them that 

reproached thee are fallen upon me. 

 Let me back up to John 2:16 for another 

though about this zeal for the house. Jesus 

said that it was His Fatherôs house. Jesus 

had come to the nation of Israel with Godôs 

claim upon their lives and upon their 

worship. He felt the spiritual indifference 

that had turned worship into a commercial 

enterprise. Those who worship must worship 

Him in spirit and in truth. We must strive to 

keep our hearts right to worship God.  
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6- Sign for the Jews 2:18-25 

 

 

The picture that lies before us in the context 

of our text tonight is Jesus has suddenly 

come on the scene in the temple at 

Jerusalem. He has created quite a stir by 

running the animals out of the temple with a 

whip and turning over the money changers 

tables. The temple has become a place of 

noise and the opposite of what was intended. 

Worshippers that came to the temple were 

being cheated and exhortation was the rule 

of the day.  

 Jesus entered the temple and was move 

to anger and took action against the wrongs. 

 We saw in our last session that the 

reaction of the disciples was in John 2:17 

ñAnd his disciples remembered that it was 

written, The zeal of thine house hath eaten 

me up.ò  

 Now we are going to see the reaction of 

the Jews as they are called here. By the very 

fact that this took place in the temple the 

Jewish leader, the Sanhedrin would not have 

been very far removed. Also the High Priest 

and his temple guards would certainly have 

instantly been aware of it. So we can make 

the leap that when it says Jews that it was 

not just the ordinary citizens nor even that 

that were changing the money and selling 

the animals. This certainly was a request 

from the Jewish leadership. 

 

I - The Request: 

 John 2:18 ñThen answered the Jews 

and said unto him, What sign shewest thou 

unto us, seeing that thou doest these 

things?  The question that had asked John 

was by what authority that he baptized. Now 

they asked Jesus by what authority He did 

what He did. If it was by His own power he 

would have been punished accordingly. If 

He was declaring Himself to be a prophet 

they wanted to see proof. The common 

assumption was if He were a prophet he 

could and would show them a sign to prove 

it. The Jews had seen the miracles in the life 

of Moses, Elijah and other prophets and 

wanted one asked for one now.  

 They seemingly did not disagree that the 

temple needed cleansing but were asking 

why He was the one to do it.  

 Could Jesus have preformed a miracle 

for them? Certainly He could have. He 

chose not to do so because He was about 

more than a dog and pony show. He chose to 

tell them the sign for the Jews. 

 I also strongly suspect that they already 

knew the testimony of who He was. They 

had already sent messengers to John to 

inquire. They had their informants 

everywhere. These Jewish rulers ruled partly 

by fear and intimidation. Evidence of this is 

found when they interviewed the parents of 

man born blind that Jesus healed in John 9. 

Joh 9:21-22  But by what means he now 

seeth, we know not; or who hath opened 

his eyes, we know not: he is of age; ask 

him: he shall speak for himself.  22  These 

words spake his parents, because they 

feared the Jews: for the Jews had agreed 

already, that if any man did confess that he 

was Christ, he should be put out of the 

synagogue. 

 

II - The Sign: 
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 John 2:19  Jesus answered and said 

unto them, Destroy this temple, and in 

three days I will raise it up.   

 Remember that they are probably 

standing in the temple. This temple had been 

the project started by King Herod to rebuilt 

the temple. The work on this structure had 

began about 46 years before. Josephus the 

Jewish Historian says that 18,000 men were 

employed to do this work. It was still being 

worked on in that day. This temple was not 

completely renovated until in the 60ôs and 

then destroyed by the Romans in 70 AD. 

 Jesus, many assume, would have pointed 

to Himself indicating that the temple He was 

talking about what Himself. We know what 

He intended but do not know it He pointed 

to Himself. Some think that He was issuing 

both a challenge to them that would be 

fulfilled of taking His life and a prophecy. 

 

III - The Question: 

 John 2:20  Then said the Jews, Forty 

and six years was this temple in building, 

and wilt thou rear it up in three days?   

 The note of sarcasm is evident here. 

Today someone might have said, yea right. 

This temple work had began in 19 or 20 BC 

some 16 or so years before the birth of 

Christ. After all these years of work now 

this man, who had just ran the animals out 

and turned the temple upside down was 

saying He could rebuild it in three days.   

 

IV - The Explanation: 

 John 2:21  But he spake of the temple 

of his body.  

 We have the insight of John telling us 

that He was talking about His body. The 

disciples did not understand this because 

they did not comprehend that Jesus was 

destined to die on the cross. This is shown 

by Peter rebuke of Jesus for saying it. He 

told the Jews in Matthew 12:38-40 Then 

certain of the scribes and of the Pharisees 

answered, saying, Master, we would see a 

sign from thee.  39  But he answered and 

said unto them, An evil and adulterous 

generation seeketh after a sign; and there 

shall no sign be given to it, but the sign of 

the prophet Jonas:  40  For as Jonas was 

three days and three nights in the whale's 

belly; so shall the Son of man be three days 

and three nights in the heart of the earth. 

 It is certainly ironic that in this same 

chapter of Matthew we have the healing f 

the man with a withered hand on the 

Sabbath, the healing of a demoniac, and now 

they are asking for a sign. Signs were all 

around them. They didnôt need a sign they 

needed to believe.  

 Then another time they asked again for a 

sign and got the same answer basically.  

Matthew 16:1-4  The Pharisees also with 

the Sadducees came, and tempting desired 

him that he would shew them a sign from 

heaven.  2  He answered and said unto 

them, When it is evening, ye say, It will be 

fair weather: for the sky is red.  3  And in 

the morning, It will be foul weather to day: 

for the sky is red and lowring. O ye 

hypocrites, ye can discern the face of the 

sky; but can ye not discern the signs of the 

times?  4  A wicked and adulterous 

generation seeketh after a sign; and there 

shall no sign be given unto it, but the sign 

of the prophet Jonas. And he left them, and 

departed. 

 Did you notice that greatest sign that 

Jesus told them that would verify that He 

was Messiah was the resurrection. Notice 

was Paul said in Romans 1:3-4  Concerning 

his Son Jesus Christ our Lord, which was 

made of the seed of David according to the 

flesh;  4  And declared to be the Son of God 
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with power, according to the spirit of 

holiness, by the resurrection from the dead. 

 This sign that He said would be a sign 

for the Jews would be fulfilled in a few 

months after His death.  

 

V- Delayed Verification: 

 John 2:22  When therefore he was 

risen from the dead, his disciples 

remembered that he had said this unto 

them; and they believed the scripture, and 

the word which Jesus had said. 

 This is also another reason I stated that 

the disciples did not recognize what He 

meant by this statement.  

 I find it ironic that the disciples did not 

believe it at this time, or should we say did 

not catch it, the Jews certainly caught it. At 

His trial they used these words against Him 

to justify His crucifixion.  Mat 26:61  And 

said, This fellow said, I am able to destroy 

the temple of God, and to build it in three 

days. 

 The resurrection brought many of the 

hard things that Christ had spoken to light. 

Also another thing we need not miss is that 

even thought the seeds we plant into the 

lives of others may not seem to be doing 

much we know from this event that many 

times seemingly dormant seeds spring forth. 

Remember God said in Isaiah 55:11  So 

shall my word be that goeth forth out of my 

mouth: it shall not return unto me void, but 

it shall accomplish that which I please, and 

it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent 

it. 

 So do not be discouraged keep on 

sowing seeds, some will spring forth into 

life. Some soon, some later.  

 They had asked for a sign. Jesus told 

them the sign that would verify for them His 

authority. Now notice what else took place. 

We have unrecorded miracles performed by 

Jesus in the next days that lead to faith of 

many. John 2:23  Now when he was in 

Jerusalem at the passover, in the feast day, 

many believed in his name, when they saw 

the miracles which he did. 

 The obvious was under their nose and 

they kept asking for a sign. What about you, 

are you seeking some great spiritual 

experience that will rock the foundation of 

the world or will you simply come in faith. 

Many still today seek signs when they are all 

around.  

 The next verses seem to indicate that this 

faith that they had was only in Him as a 

healer or miracle worker and not as a Savior. 

John 2:24-25  But Jesus did not commit 

himself unto them, because he knew all 

men,  25  And needed not that any should 

testify of man: for he knew what was in 

man. 

 Jesus knew, knows and will always 

know which faith is real and which is false. 

He knows those that seek Him for the wrong 

reasons and those who are truly heart sold.  
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7- Verifying to Nicodemus  3:1-21 

 

 Often we become so familiar with 

particular stories that it is difficult to see 

them fresh and new. We feel we have heard 

them a million times. We even can become 

so familiar with particular scriptures that 

instead of reading it when we come to it we 

simply play the audio version of our mind 

and move past it. This section is one of such 

familiarity, after all who has not heard of 

Nicodemus and quoted John 3:16 many 

times. Still letôs look at this with new eyes 

and new ears to hear the story again of 

Nicodemus.  

I - A Visit by Night:  

 Joh 3:1-2  There was a man of the 

Pharisees, named Nicodemus, a ruler of 

the Jews:  2  The same came to Jesus by 

night, and said unto him, Rabbi, we know 

that thou art a teacher come from God: for 

no man can do these miracles that thou 

doest, except God be with him.  

 The Bible records the night time visit 

of a man named Nicodemus. He was a 

member of the ruling council called the 

Sanhedrin. The NIV says, ñNow there was a 

man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a 

member of the Jewish ruling council.ò 

 Of the 70 members of this ruling council 

only three appear in a favorable light in 

relation to Jesus. Here with Nicodemus and 

also Joseph of Arimathea (John 19:38) and 

Rabbi Gamaliel (Acts 5:34-39; 22:3) 

 Nicodemus became a follower of Jesus 

as evidenced by Joh 7:50-51  Nicodemus 

saith unto them, (he that came to Jesus by 

night, being one of them,)  51  Doth our 

law judge any man, before it hear him, and 

know what he doeth? 

 Here he admonishes the Jews for passing 

judgment before they have heard Jesus.  

 Then in Joh 19:39-40  And there came 

also Nicodemus, which at the first came to 

Jesus by night, and brought a mixture of 

myrrh and aloes, about an hundred pound 

weight.  40  Then took they the body of 

Jesus, and wound it in linen clothes with 

the spices, as the manner of the Jews is to 

bury. He along with Joseph of Arimathea 

takes the body of Jesus for burial.  

 Many speculation have been attached to 

his night time visit. Some say he may have 

been worried about being seen with Jesus in 

daylight. Some say that it was so that he 

could have a quiet talk and not be 

interrupted by the crowds of the day. Who 

knows. The important thing is he came. He 

also made a statement that showed that he 

had began to recognize the signs that were 

accompanying the ministry of Jesus. He uses 

the word ñweò here and that probably 

included some of the others, maybe Joseph 

of Arimathea, and others of the Sanhedrin.  

II - Mystery of Two Births 

 John 3:3  Jesus answered and said unto 

him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except 

a man be born again, he cannot see the 

kingdom of God.  4  Nicodemus saith unto 

him, How can a man be born when he is 

old? can he enter the second time into his 

mother's womb, and be born?  5  Jesus 

answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, 

Except a man be born of water and of the 

Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of 

God.  6  That which is born of the flesh is 

flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is 

spirit. 
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 Jesus is not recorded as responding to 

the statement, He simply tells him the 

greatest need he had, to be born from above.  

 Nicodemus did not understand and asked 

how it was possible. He understood it to be a 

physical rebirthing, Jesus was speaking of 

the spiritual new birth.    

 Born of water and spirit has been 

interpreted many ways by many people. One 

is water is a natural birth and above is 

spiritual birth. Some say the water is a 

symbol of the Holy Spirit others the Word of 

God. Some say the water is making 

reference back to the message of John as he 

spoke of repentance and baptism. Regardless 

of which or how many it may be the 

undeniable teaching is that we must be 

second born, not of natural means, but a 

spiritual supernatural rebirth. 

III - Mystery of the Wind 

John 3:7-8  Marvel not that I said unto 

thee, Ye must be born again.  8  The wind 

bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest 

the sound thereof, but canst not tell whence 

it cometh, and whither it goeth: so is every 

one that is born of the Spirit.  

 John records the words of Jesus as He 

used the analogy of the wind blowing. We 

cannot see the wind but we can feel it as it 

goes by, we can see it affects, we hear its 

sound but it is not seeable. Jesus acquaints 

the work of the Holy Spirit as being like the 

wind. It is a mystery that unless you have 

felt it, saw its results and heard testimony 

concerning it you cannot see it. 

IV - How Can These Things Be? 

 John 3:9  Nicodemus answered and 

said unto him, How can these things be?  

 Nicodemus asks the question of wonder 

about how it could be. Nicodemus should, as 

a scholar of the Old Testament, have been 

acquainted with the teaching of Ezekiel 

about a new heart and new spirit.  

 Eze 18:31  Cast away from you all your 

transgressions, whereby ye have 

transgressed; and make you a new heart 

and a new spirit: for why will ye die, O 

house of Israel? 

 Eze 36:26  A new heart also will I give 

you, and a new spirit will I put within you: 

and I will take away the stony heart out of 

your flesh, and I will give you an heart of 

flesh.  

V- Lifting Up of Christ  

 John 3:10-14  Jesus answered and said 

unto him, Art thou a master of Israel, and 

knowest not these things?  11  Verily, 

verily, I say unto thee, We speak that we do 

know, and testify that we have seen; and ye 

receive not our witness.  12  If I have told 

you earthly things, and ye believe not, how 

shall ye believe, if I tell you of heavenly 

things?  13  And no man hath ascended up 

to heaven, but he that came down from 

heaven, even the Son of man which is in 

heaven.  14  And as Moses lifted up the 

serpent in the wilderness, even so must the 

Son of man be lifted up:  

 The phrase in verse thirteen is an 

interesting one indeed. No man has gone 

into heaven except him how had come down 

from there. He is not talking about the sky or 

outer space but the abode of God. Jesus has 

been called the ladder between heaven and 

earth. We know He descended from heaven 

in the incarnation as a child and descended 

after the resurrection. However if you study 

the Old Testament you will find that most 

scholars believe that Christ had many pre-

Bethlehem appearance before He was born 

in Bethlehem. He descended and ascended 

many times before His birth.  

 Jesus also ties in an event that happened 

in the time of the wilderness wandering.  

 The story is found in Num 21:4-9  And 

they journeyed from mount Hor by the way 
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of the Red sea, to compass the land of 

Edom: and the soul of the people was 

much discouraged because of the way.  5  

And the people spake against God, and 

against Moses, Wherefore have ye brought 

us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? 

for there is no bread, neither is there any 

water; and our soul loatheth this light 

bread.  6  And the LORD sent fiery serpents 

among the people, and they bit the people; 

and much people of Israel died.  7  

Therefore the people came to Moses, and 

said, We have sinned, for we have spoken 

against the LORD, and against thee; pray 

unto the LORD, that he take away the 

serpents from us. And Moses prayed for the 

people.  8  And the LORD said unto Moses, 

Make thee a fiery serpent, and set it upon a 

pole: and it shall come to pass, that every 

one that is bitten, when he looketh upon it, 

shall live.  9  And Moses made a serpent of 

brass, and put it upon a pole, and it came 

to pass, that if a serpent had bitten any 

man, when he beheld the serpent of brass, 

he lived. 

 Jesus was certainly speaking of being 

lifted up on the cross that would soon take 

place. Jesus would say later in John 12:32  

And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will 

draw all men unto me. 

VI - Greatest Love Known to Man 

John 3:15-16  That whosoever believeth in 

him should not perish, but have eternal 

life.  16  For God so loved the world, that 

he gave his only begotten Son, that 

whosoever believeth in him should not 

perish, but have everlasting life.  

 Perhaps the greatest single verse in the 

Bible is John 3:16. It has been memorized, 

memorialized, bronzed, plaqued and 

believed. The promise in verse 15 is that if 

we believe we will not perish. The truth 

from which our eternal hope springs is in the 

truth that God loves us and wants what is 

best for us. He wants to undo what Adam 

did and make it possible for us to spend 

eternity with Him. Us even loving Him is 

rooted in Him loving us. Notice 1 John 4:19  

We love him, because he first loved us. 

VII - A Matter of Faith  

17  For God sent not his Son into the world 

to condemn the world; but that the world 

through him might be saved.  18  He that 

believeth on him is not condemned: but he 

that believeth not is condemned already, 

because he hath not believed in the name 

of the only begotten Son of God. 

 All of this is bound up by faith. Christ 

did not come to condemn the world but to 

free it from sin. If we believe, not just in 

some religion or denomination  or leader but 

if we believe in Jesus we are not condemned 

but if we do not believe in Jesus we are 

condemned already. Man does not have to 

do anything to be lost, he already is. He 

stays lost by refusing to believe on Jesus.  

VIII - Lovers of Darkness: 

 Why do men not flock to God and this 

good news? Because they love sin, even 

though they are dead in it they love it. John 

3:19-21 And this is the condemnation, that 

light is come into the world, and men loved 

darkness rather than light, because their 

deeds were evil.  20  For every one that 

doeth evil hateth the light, neither cometh 

to the light, lest his deeds should be 

reproved.  21  But he that doeth truth 

cometh to the light, that his deeds may be 

made manifest, that they are wrought in 

God. 

 So the question is have you been born 

from above, the second birth, reborn, saved 

or whatever word we use to describe it. 

Simply have you come to Jesus because 

salvation is in Him and Him alone?  
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8- A Well, a Woman and a Witness  4:1-42 

 

 We have heard that evangelism is simply 

one beggar telling another beggar where he 

found bread. God uses the witness of the 

saved to bring others to faith in Christ. 

Recall the words of Romans 10:13ff   For 

whosoever shall call upon the name of the 

Lord shall be saved.  14  How then shall 

they call on him in whom they have not 

believed? and how shall they believe in him 

of whom they have not heard?... 17  So 

then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing 

by the word of God. 

 The place we visit today in our journey 

in John is an example of this. We will see a 

woman who has Christ verified in her heart, 

witnesses to others and faith begins to spring 

forth in their heart then He is verified to 

them. We see faith passed from one to 

another. We see verification of the Messiah 

into the hearts of men and women.  

I - A Well:  

 Jesus journeyed  from Jerusalem and the 

area of Judea north toward Galilee. There 

were two possible routes to take. One would 

go around the area of Samaria and one 

directly through it. The area of Samaria was 

one that was often avoided especially when 

someone was traveling south to Jerusalem. 

Jesus later in His ministry experienced a less 

than warm welcome because He was headed 

to Jerusalem. Luke 9:51-53  And it came to 

pass, when the time was come that he 

should be received up, he stedfastly set his 

face to go to Jerusalem,  52  And sent 

messengers before his face: and they went, 

and entered into a village of the 

Samaritans, to make ready for him.  53  

And they did not receive him, because his 

face was as though he would go to 

Jerusalem. 

 But this time Jesus was going north. Still 

many times the Jews would cross the Jordan 

River and travel on the other side to avoid 

going through Samaria. I remind us all that 

the mission of Jesus was to seek and save 

the lost. He must needs go through Samaria. 

That was where the mission was at that time. 

 Joh 4:1ff   When therefore the Lord 

knew how the Pharisees had heard that 

Jesus made and baptized more disciples 

than John,  2  (Though Jesus himself 

baptized not, but his disciples,)  3  He left 

Judaea, and departed again into Galilee.  4  

And he must needs go through Samaria.  5  

Then cometh he to a city of Samaria, which 

is called Sychar, near to the parcel of 

ground that Jacob gave to his son Joseph.  

6  Now Jacobôs well was there. Jesus 

therefore, being wearied with his journey, 

sat thus on the well: and it was about the 

sixth hour.  

 Jesus comes to the wells that provided 

relief for travelers and water for the 

residents. This particular well was outside 

the city itself and the city had other water 

sources.  

 Jesus sits at the well early in the 

evening, if in fact John used Roman time.  

II - A Woman at the Well: 

 As I have previously stated this woman 

comes out of town to a well less frequently 

used by town people. She probably would 

have had to walk between ½ and 1 hour to 

get there. Some speculate that she came 

there because she was not well accepted and 

liked by the town people because of her 

past.  
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 Joh 4:7ff   There cometh a woman of 

Samaria to draw water: Jesus saith unto 

her, Give me to drink.  8  (For his disciples 

were gone away unto the city to buy meat.)  

9  Then saith the woman of Samaria unto 

him, How is it that thou, being a Jew, 

askest drink of me, which am a woman of 

Samaria? for the Jews have no dealings 

with the Samaritans.  10  Jesus answered 

and said unto her, If thou knewest the gift 

of God, and who it is that saith to thee, 

Give me to drink; thou wouldest have asked 

of him, and he would have given thee living 

water.  11  The woman saith unto him, Sir, 

thou hast nothing to draw with, and the 

well is deep: from whence then hast thou 

that living water?  12  Art thou greater 

than our father Jacob, which gave us the 

well, and drank thereof himself, and his 

children, and his cattle?  13  Jesus 

answered and said unto her, Whosoever 

drinketh of this water shall thirst again:  14  

But whosoever drinketh of the water that I 

shall give him shall never thirst; but the 

water that I shall give him shall be in him a 

well of water springing up into everlasting 

life.  15  The woman saith unto him, Sir, 

give me this water, that I thirst not, neither 

come hither to draw.   

 The woman comes to the well and Jesus 

asks for a drink. This amazed the woman 

that He, a Jew, would even speak to her. 

Jesus tells her about living water and that 

she would never thirst again with it.  

 One application of this is that she had 

tried all the things of the world and they had 

not satisfied and now He offered her another 

way. 

III - Verification of Messiah to the 

Woman: 

 What does it take to make someone 

aware that Jesus is indeed the Messiah? It is 

certainly different for each individual as 

God deals with us.  

 Joh 4:16  Jesus saith unto her, Go, call 

thy husband, and come hither.  17  The 

woman answered and said, I have no 

husband. Jesus said unto her, Thou hast 

well said, I have no husband:  18  For thou 

hast had five husbands; and he whom thou 

now hast is not thy husband: in that saidst 

thou truly.  19  The woman saith unto him, 

Sir, I perceive that thou art a prophet.   

 This woman after Jesus told her things 

about herself that He would only have 

known as a prophet recognized that He was 

indeed a prophet. This was not a complete 

revelation of who He was but only a starting 

point.  

IV - Christ Witness I AM He:  

 Jesus is going to give a greater witness 

to her and move her from a small belief to 

the knowledge of who He is.  

 Joh 4:20  Our fathers worshipped in 

this mountain; and ye say, that in 

Jerusalem is the place where men ought to 

worship.  21  Jesus saith unto her, Woman, 

believe me, the hour cometh, when ye shall 

neither in this mountain, nor yet at 

Jerusalem, worship the Father.  22  Ye 

worship ye know not what: we know what 

we worship: for salvation is of the Jews.  23  

But the hour cometh, and now is, when the 

true worshippers shall worship the Father 

in spirit and in truth: for the Father 

seeketh such to worship him.  24  God is a 

Spirit: and they that worship him must 

worship him in spirit and in truth. 25  The 

woman saith unto him, I know that 

Messias cometh, which is called Christ: 

when he is come, he will tell us all things.  

26  Jesus saith unto her, I that speak unto 

thee am he.   

 This woman had been taught and 

understood that Messiah was coming and 
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that He would, as she said, tell us all things. 

There are some who say that Jesus never 

claimed to be the Messiah. This is one 

instance that is undeniable that He did claim 

such for Himself.  

V- Witness of the Woman: 

 Entering the scene at that time was the 

disciples. Notice the reaction of the woman 

as they return. 

 Joh 4:27  And upon this came his 

disciples, and marvelled that he talked with 

the woman: yet no man said, What seekest 

thou? or, Why talkest thou with her?  28  

The woman then left her waterpot, and 

went her way into the city, and saith to the 

men,  29  Come, see a man, which told me 

all things that ever I did: is not this the 

Christ?  30  Then they went out of the city, 

and came unto him.   

 This woman immediately leaves her pots 

and goes and bears witness of Jesus as 

Messiah. Notice what she told the men in 

the city. She told them what He had said to 

her and why she believed. One beggar 

telling another where she found bread. No 

great speech or dissertation about some 

theology but simply what had happed to her.  

VI - Time for the Harvest: 

 The disciples, not quit knowing what to 

make of the situation, encourage Jesus to 

eat. Jesus used this as a teaching time. 

 Joh 4:31  In the mean while his 

disciples prayed him, saying, Master, eat.  

32  But he said unto them, I have meat to 

eat that ye know not of.  33  Therefore said 

the disciples one to another, Hath any man 

brought him ought to eat?  34  Jesus saith 

unto them, My meat is to do the will of him 

that sent me, and to finish his work.  35  

Say not ye, There are yet four months, and 

then cometh harvest? behold, I say unto 

you, Lift up your eyes, and look on the 

fields; for they are white already to harvest.  

36  And he that reapeth receiveth wages, 

and gathereth fruit unto life eternal: that 

both he that soweth and he that reapeth 

may rejoice together.  37  And herein is 

that saying true, One soweth, and another 

reapeth.  38  I sent you to reap that 

whereon ye bestowed no labour: other men 

laboured, and ye are entered into their 

labours. 

 Perhaps the scene unfolding was the men 

coming by this time from the city toward 

them. Jesus could have swept His hand 

across the scene and said look at the harvest, 

it is ripe. Men are ready for Messiah to be 

introduced to them. Go do your part that I 

send you to do.    

VII - Messiah Verified to Samaritans: 

 The woman, of sorted past and present, 

testified and God used the testimony to draw 

others. 

 Joh 4:39  And many of the Samaritans 

of that city believed on him for the saying 

of the woman, which testified, He told me 

all that ever I did.  40  So when the 

Samaritans were come unto him, they 

besought him that he would tarry with 

them: and he abode there two days.  41  

And many more believed because of his 

own word;  42  And said unto the woman, 

Now we believe, not because of thy saying: 

for we have heard him ourselves, and know 

that this is indeed the Christ, the Saviour of 

the world. 

 After the men come they spend some 

time with Jesus and hear Him speak. The 

seed of faith that was planted by the 

womanôs testimony springs forth into faith. 

Messiah was verified into the hearts of the 

individuals. Indeed God is changing the 

world one person at a time.   
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9- Officialôs Son Healed 4:43-54 

 

 Our last session Jesus traveled through 

Samaria and stopped at a well where He was 

verified as Messiah to a woman and then 

many individuals in the town. Jesus spent 

two days there before moving along north to 

Galilee. Joh 4:43-44 Now after two days he 

departed thence, and went into Galilee.  44  

For Jesus himself testified, that a prophet 

hath no honour in his own country.   

 It is at this next stop that we will find 

His second of seven sign miracles recorded 

by John. We can see from this that there are 

many who follow Jesus for reasons that are 

totally not salvation based.  

 

I - Reputation Based Faith: 

 Jesus is just beginning His public 

ministry but His reputation is already 

starting to spread. He had previously been in 

Jerusalem at the Passover before journeying 

through Samaria to Galilee. You will recall 

He talked with Nicodemus there.  There 

were people gathered from all over the 

world at the Passover. We are told in Joh 

2:23  Now when he was in Jerusalem at the 

passover, in the feast day, many believed in 

his name, when they saw the miracles 

which he did. 
 Some of those who were in Jerusalem 

were from Galilee where He now journeys.  

 Joh 4:45  Then when he was come into 

Galilee, the Galilaeans received him, 

having seen all the things that he did at 

Jerusalem at the feast: for they also went 

unto the feast.   

 These Galilaeans had seen the miracles 

He did at the feast or at least had heard 

about them. They were quick to welcome 

Him. Their faith was based on reputation. 

Merrill C. Tenney said, ñTheir belief was 

grounded on the works that He did, not on 

their faith in His person.ò (John the Gospel 

of Belief, p 97) 

 This crowd was following just to see 

what miracles He would do next. Theirs 

seems to not be a saving faith but an 

spectator or amusement faith.  

 

II - Need Based Faith: 

 Jesus comes back to the city where He 

performed the first sign miracle that John 

recorded for us in John 2. He returns to 

Cana after having performed miracles and 

taught in Jerusalem.  

 Joh 4:46ff   So Jesus came again into 

Cana of Galilee, where he made the water 

wine. And there was a certain nobleman, 

whose son was sick at Capernaum.  47  

When he heard that Jesus was come out of 

Judaea into Galilee, he went unto him, and 

besought him that he would come down, 

and heal his son: for he was at the point of 

deathò.   

 Capernaum was located about a days 

journey from Cana where Jesus had moved 

to.  

 Who was this man who had traveled a 

days journey just to get Jesus to come and 

heal his son? The NASB renders it ñroyal 

official.ò   
 Barnes Notes says, ñOne who was of the 

royal family, connected by birth with Herod 

Antipas; or one of the officers of the court, 

whether by birth allied to him or not. It seems 

that his ordinary residence was at Capernaum.ò 
This nobleman was a man who had lain 

aside his pride to even come.  

 So this man of power and position lays 

aside his pride and travels to get the son of a 

carpenter to do him a favor. Why? 
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Desperation is one of the reasons. His son 

was at the point of death.  

 This certainly reminds us that many 

times people can become deeply spiritual 

when they are desperate. Maybe I have been 

too harsh, perhaps I could better say, God 

uses desperate situation to draw men to 

Christ at times.  

 What kind of faith is going to develop? 

Will it be deep salvation faith or simply faith 

that Jesus could heal? 

 So far in John we see that God draws a 

variety of different stations in life to Him. In 

fact I submit that he draws all from young to 

old, from rich to poor and all others to Him. 

He drew the fishermen in John 1, a ruler of 

the Jews in John 3, a woman of Samaria in 

John 4 along with this nobleman. He used 

various means to attract them to Christ.   

 

III - Crisis of Belief: 

 So what was going to be the reply and 

reaction of Jesus? Would he drop what He 

was doing and travel again for a day to heal 

the son of this nobleman?  

 Joh 4:48  Then said Jesus unto him, 

Except ye see signs and wonders, ye will 

not believe.  49  The nobleman saith unto 

him, Sir, come down ere my child die.  50  

Jesus saith unto him, Go thy way; thy son 

liveth. And the man believed the word that 

Jesus had spoken unto him, and he went 

his way.   

 Tenney says, ñJesus was weary of being 

solicited for an exhibition of His powers, 

and His brusque reply was a protest against 

the popular feeling concern him.ò (p 98)  

 Jesus reply seems harsh and blunt 

toward a man whoôs son was dying. ñExcept 

ye see signs and wonders, ye will not 

believe,ò he replied. 

 John Gill says: 

 ñThis was the cast of the Jews every 

where, both in Judea and Galilee; 

they required signs and miracles to 

be wrought, in confirmation of 

Christ's being the Messiah, and 

which indeed was but right; and 

Christ did perform them for that 

purpose: but their sin of unbelief lay 

in this, that they wanted still more 

and more signs; they could not be 

contented with what they had seen, 

but required more, being sluggish 

and backward to believe. Our Lord 

seems to say this chiefly for the sake 

of the Galilaeans, that were about 

him; who, though they might be 

acquainted with his former miracles, 

when among them, of turning water 

into wine, and had seen his 

wondrous works at the feast at 

Jerusalem, yet were very desirous of 

seeing more, and perhaps very 

pressing for this cure.ò 

 Jesus was confronting them about their 

slowness to believe. Jesus spoke later about 

the city of Capernaum from which this man 

was from in Matthew 11:23-24  And thou, 

Capernaum, which art exalted unto 

heaven, shalt be brought down to hell: for 

if the mighty works, which have been done 

in thee, had been done in Sodom, it would 

have remained until this day.  24  But I say 

unto you, That it shall be more tolerable 

for the land of Sodom in the day of 

judgment, than for thee. 

 Jesus only spoke three words, ñThy son 

liveth.ò Now the monkey is back on the 

back of the nobleman. What would he do? 

Jesus had told him his son was healed. 

Would he exercise faith and believe that 

though Jesus had not traveled to the child 

that he would live. This was now a crisis of 

faith.  
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 Joel the minor prophet said, 

ñMultitudes, multitudes in the valley of 

decision: for the day of the LORD is near 

in the valley of decision.ò Joel 3:14 

 The nobleman stood in the valley of 

decision. Notice his reaction. We do not 

have another word recorded only the faith of 

his actions, ñAnd the man believed the word 

that Jesus had spoken unto him, and he 

went his way.ò 

 Remember the hymns, Tis so sweet to 

trust in Jesus, Just to take him at his word. 

  

IV - Reward of Faith: 

 There is some dispute about when the 

nobleman left for home in Capernaum. It is 

a matter of which time John used, Roman 

with this happening late in the day or Jewish 

time which would put it at 1:00 in the 

afternoon. Regardless we have the man 

headed toward home and his servant headed 

to inform him of his sons sudden recovery. 

 Joh 4:51  And as he was now going 

down, his servants met him, and told him, 

saying, Thy son liveth.  52  Then enquired 

he of them the hour when he began to 

amend. And they said unto him, Yesterday 

at the seventh hour the fever left him.  53  

So the father knew that it was at the same 

hour, in the which Jesus said unto him, 

Thy son liveth: and himself believed, and 

his whole house.  54  This is again the 

second miracle that Jesus did, when he was 

come out of Judaea into Galilee. 

 This nobleman faith was rewarded. He 

asked his servant that met him when his son 

got better and when he put two and two 

together he realized that it was at the same 

time that Jesus had told him his son lives. 

 This man had exercised faith in Jesus but 

now it has come full circle into a deep and 

abiding faith. This verification of Messiah 

became real to him and to his house.  

V- Things We See Verified about 

Messiah: 

1-Omnipresence- Healed the son without 

going and be present. He transcends space. 

As part of this we also see that His word is 

as good as His presence with us. He is with 

us in the form and power of the Holy Spirit 

today but He is also with us by each promise 

found in His Word.  

2- Omnipotent- This healing took power. 

Not just mortal human power but 

supernatural, all might power.  

 Wouldnôt it be pathetic to have a god 

who was only as powerful as we human, or 

maybe not as powerful as in a lifeless idol? 

 One of the attributes of God that we see 

existing in Jesus was the omnipotent power, 

again verifying Him as Messiah. 

3- Compassion- This shows us that Christ 

was not just here to put in His time and then 

be crucified but that God indeed does have a 

heart for the cries of the afflicted. Hebrews 

4:15-16  For we have not an high priest 

which cannot be touched with the feeling 

of our infirmities; but was in all points 

tempted like as we are, yet without sin.  16  

Let us therefore come boldly unto the 

throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, 

and find grace to help in time of need.
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10- Healing at the Pool   John 5:1-18 

 

 Men have always taken the things of 

God and placed their own restrictions and 

feelings on them. The things that men place 

upon the simply things of God most times 

form the basis for legalism. Legalism being 

making keeping certain rituals or practices 

to make one holy.  

 Jesus has entered into the period of His 

ministry that Merrill Tenney called the 

period of controversy. Jesus was constantly 

on the move during His time on earth and 

we find Him traveling to Jerusalem. 

 Joh 5:1 After this there was a feast of 

the Jews; and Jesus went up to Jerusalem.   

I - The Pool of Bathesda: 

 Joh 5:2  Now there is at Jerusalem by 

the sheep market a pool, which is called in 

the Hebrew tongue Bethesda, having five 

porches.  
 The Archaeological Study Bible says, ñIt 

was located near what are now the ruins of 

basilica of Saint Anne to the north of the 

temple mount. The ñpoolò was actually two 

pools surrounded by four porticoes, with a 

fifth portico situated between them. The 

surface area of the enclosed water was over 

3.10 square miles.ò 

 The name of this pool literally means 

house of mercy.  

 Joh 5:3  In these lay a great multitude 

of impotent folk, of blind, halt, withered, 

waiting for the moving of the water.  4  For 

an angel went down at a certain season 

into the pool, and troubled the water: 

whosoever then first after the troubling of 

the water stepped in was made whole of 

whatsoever disease he had.   

 By the pool lay all sorts of afflicted men 

and women who were suffering because of 

the sin of the fall. They were blind, lame, 

and withered. Men who had no hope of a 

cure apart from a supernatural miracle from 

God. they lay waiting on the moving of the 

water to which they attributed it to be the 

stirring of the water by an angel from God.  

 There are a lot of speculation about this 

found in the writing of Christianity without 

anyone capable of being dogmatic or 

certain. It does seem however that there 

were men and women healed here from time 

to time. 

II - A Certain Man:  

 We have been given names of several 

people in the gospel of John but this man 

remains unnamed. He is simply called a 

certain man. 

 Joh 5:5  And a certain man was there, 

which had an infirmity thirty and eight 

years.  6  When Jesus saw him lie, and 

knew that he had been now a long time in 

that case, he saith unto him, Wilt thou be 

made whole?   

 Jesus singles this man out from among 

the many possibly hundreds that lay in wait 

for healing. We find out a few things about 

the man here. First he had been sick 38 

years. We do not know, nor is it implied, 

that he was 38 years old. We also see that 

this length of time would have undoubtedly 

have allowed all those who lived close and 

frequently the temple often to have known 

of his condition. 

 Jesus asks him a simple question, wilt 

thou be made whole? Do you want to get 

better?  

 The clear spiritual parallels here are the 

condition of mankind without Christ. Man is 

blind, lame and withered away. Jesus asks a 

simple question to men today, wilt thou be 

made whole. 
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III - The Reply: 

 Joh 5:7  The impotent man answered 

him, Sir, I have no man, when the water is 

troubled, to put me into the pool: but while 

I am coming, another steppeth down before 

me.   

 We find that not only could he not get in 

the pool in any timely matter but he had no 

one to help him to do so as well.  

 Did you notice that he never answered 

the question. He never said sure I want to be 

make whole. He simply stated to him the 

obvious situation that had become helpless 

but he laid there day by day hoping.  

 What another part of the picture of 

mankind this is. Sinners are beyond healing 

by their own hands and the help of mere 

humanity to give them eternal life.  

 Having said that there is another angle to 

this as well. How many people are lying in 

wait for someone, one of us who name the 

name of Christ, to come by with the good 

news of healing in Christ of sins blindness 

and malady. 

 Sir, I have not man are haunting and 

compelling words. May we reply as Isaiah 

did  in Isaiah 6:8  Also I heard the voice of 

the Lord, saying, Whom shall I send, and 

who will go for us? Then said I, Here am I; 

send me. 

IV - The Healing: 

 Jesus never told the man that he was 

healed he gave him instructions that would 

require him to believe that he was healed. 

 Joh 5:8  Jesus saith unto him, Rise, 

take up thy bed, and walk.  9  And 

immediately the man was made whole, and 

took up his bed, and walked: and on the 

same day was the sabbath.   

 It says immediately that he was healed 

and did as Jesus had instructed by picking 

up the mattress or in most cases only a quit 

like bed. The miracle of the healing was 

proved by the evidence of this man walking. 

 Attached innocently onto the verse is a 

simple statement that we had not known 

unto now in the story. This even took place 

on the Sabbath.   

V- Law Breaker or Obedient: 

 This will set forth a firestorm of 

accusation against this man.  

 Joh 5:10  The Jews therefore said unto 

him that was cured, It is the sabbath day: it 

is not lawful for thee to carry thy bed.  

 What the Jews said to him was indeed 

correct. Notice Exo 20:8  Remember the 

sabbath day, to keep it holy. 

 Jer 17:21  Thus saith the LORD; Take 

heed to yourselves, and bear no burden on 

the sabbath day, nor bring it in by the gates 

of Jerusalem. 

 So did Jesus give this man instruction 

that caused him to sin by breaking the law. I 

remind us all that the law was the law of 

God and God alone can suspend and 

supersede His own law if He were to 

choose. After all He gave the law of gravity 

as well and Jesus rose from the earth in the 

ascension.  Elijah also was released from the 

law of gravity as he rose in the chariot. 

 Simply looked at this law of the Sabbath 

was given so that men would honor God. 

This public carrying of the bed after the 

healing by Christ certainly was glorifying to 

God. 

 These Jews were so set in the letter of 

the law that there was nothing possible that 

could make it right for him to be carrying 

his bed. They were more interesting in 

keeping religion than the welfare of the man.  

They could not enjoy the movement of God 

in the healing for worrying about being 

right.  
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 Jesus you will remember is, as Mat 12:8  

says, ñé the Son of man is Lord even of 

the sabbath day.ò 

  The man gave a reply that shows that he 

understood what he was suppose to do was 

to trust and obey. John 5:11  He answered 

them, He that made me whole, the same 

said unto me, Take up thy bed, and walk.   

 They inquired farther. John 5:12  Then 

asked they him, What man is that which 

said unto thee, Take up thy bed, and walk?  

13  And he that was healed wist not who it 

was: for Jesus had conveyed himself away, 

a multitude being in that place.   

 He did not have an answer, he only 

knew he had been healed and the one who 

healed him had told him to take up his bed 

and walk. He simply reasoned that if this 

man had the power to heal him that He also 

must have the authority to instruct him in the 

law as well.  

 An interesting note here also is that 

Jesus conveyed, or slipped quietly away 

from the scene. Why, we might ask. 

Probably to keep from the place become a 

circus with all the others who were sick 

insisting on being healed.  

 Jesus also passed unnoticed into the 

crowd on an occasion previous to this as 

well. When He stood in the synagogue in 

Nazareth and taught it so angered the Jews 

of His boyhood hometown that they sought 

to kill Him. Luke 4:28-30  And all they in 

the synagogue, when they heard these 

things, were filled with wrath,  29  And rose 

up, and thrust him out of the city, and led 

him unto the brow of the hill whereon their 

city was built, that they might cast him 

down headlong.  30  But he passing 

through the midst of them went his way, 

 So now again He melts into the crowd 

not causing any undue attention. I am also 

reminded that all things Christ did were in 

the perfect time of God.  

VI - Persecution Intensifies:  

 Jesus did not leave the city He only left 

the pool. He remained in Jerusalem. He will 

have another encounter with the man in a 

little time. Notice that the man was in the 

place where he could give God the glory. He 

never forgot to return to give thanks. 

 Joh 5:14  Afterward Jesus findeth him 

in the temple, and said unto him, Behold, 

thou art made whole: sin no more, lest a 

worse thing come unto thee.   

 We do not know if this was the same day 

but it well could have been. Jesus seems to 

indicate that the 38 years of affliction were 

because of sin.  

Joh 5:15  The man departed, and told the 

Jews that it was Jesus, which had made 

him whole.  

 They asked, so he told them. They 

wanted to know so they could blame some 

else.  

 I remind us that Jesus is entering a time 

when His public ministry will be met with 

increasing opposition. This will ultimately 

lead to the cross. 

Joh 5:16 And therefore did the Jews 

persecute Jesus, and sought to slay him, 

because he had done these things on the 

sabbath day.  17  But Jesus answered them, 

My Father worketh hitherto, and I work. 

18  Therefore the Jews sought the more to 

kill him, because he not only had broken 

the sabbath, but said also that God was his 

Father, making himself equal with God. 

 If anyone ever tells you that Jesus did 

not claim to be God donôt listen. The Jews 

clearly understood that this was His claim.  

 The overall compassion of Christ comes 

to the forefront in this miracle and the 

harshness of religion glares like a 

unsympathetic light. 



 

 

 

  
www.parisfbc.com                                                                      © 2007 Dr. Edgar Pierce                                                www.exposingtheword.com 

 

 

 

 

PAGE | 32 

 

11- Claims and Witnesses that Verify   John 5:19-47 

 

 In our last session we saw that Jesus 

created quite the controversy when he 

healed a man on the Sabbath. Still the 

greater conflict arose when Jesus made 

Himself equal with God. The Jews knew 

exactly and certain that Jesus was claiming 

to be their Messiah. 

I - Jesus Claims: John5:19-29 

 There are at least three things here that 

Jesus claimed that only God could do in the 

Jewish mind.  

 1- That He was doing what He had 

seen the Father do: 

 Joh 5:19-20 Then answered Jesus and 

said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto 

you, The Son can do nothing of himself, 

but what he seeth the Father do: for what 

things soever he doeth, these also doeth the 

Son likewise.  20  For the Father loveth the 

Son, and sheweth him all things that 

himself doeth: and he will shew him 

greater works than these, that ye may 

marvel.  

 Jesus, remember had healed the man on 

the Sabbath. There are indications that this 

was not the first time Jesus had done 

something that broke the interpretation of 

the Jews concerning the Sabbath. 

 William Barclay said, ñThe Rabbis of 

Jesusô day solemnly argued that a man was 

sinning if he carried a needle in his robe on 

the Sabbath. They even argued as to whether 

he could wear his artificial teeth or his 

wooden leg.ò (P 178). 

 Jesus said the Father continued to work 

and never took off the Sabbath and He was 

only imitating the Father. This claim was 

that He and God were equal.  

 Warren Wiersbe said in essence Jesus 

said, ñIf healing a man on the Sabbath was a 

sin, then the Father was to blame! Jesus did 

nothing ñof Himselfò but only that which the 

Father was doing.ò (P 306) 

 2- That He had Authority to  raise the 

dead as He wills: 

 Notice there are three different places in 

this text that Jesus claims to be the giver of 

life.  

 Joh 5:21  For as the Father raiseth up 

the dead, and quickeneth them; even so the 

Son quickeneth whom he will.   

 Joh 5:24  Verily, verily, I say unto you, 

He that heareth my word, and believeth on 

him that sent me, hath everlasting life, and 

shall not come into condemnation; but is 

passed from death unto life.  25  Verily, 

verily, I say unto you, The hour is coming, 

and now is, when the dead shall hear the 

voice of the Son of God: and they that hear 

shall live.  26  For as the Father hath life 

in himself; so hath he given to the Son to 

have life in himself; 

 Joh 5:28  Marvel not at this: for the 

hour is coming, in the which all that are in 

the graves shall hear his voice,  29  And 

shall come forth; they that have done good, 

unto the resurrection of life; and they that 

have done evil, unto the resurrection of 

damnation. 

 The Old Testament plainly taught that 

God alone was the giver of life. 

 Deu 32:39  See now that I, even I, am 

he, and there is no god with me: I kill, and 

I make alive; I wound, and I heal: neither 

is there any that can deliver out of my 

hand.   
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 1Sa 2:6  The LORD killeth, and maketh 

alive: he bringeth down to the grave, and 

bringeth up. 

 So now this upstart Jesus was claiming 

to be able to make alive and give life back to 

the dead. I see also a prophecy here as well. 

If they did not believe Him now later He 

would fulfill this with Lazarus and others 

and this would verify Him Messiahship.  

 3- That the Father has made Him 

Judge: 

 Joh 5:22  For the Father judgeth no 

man, but hath committed all judgment unto 

the Son: 23  That all men should honour 

the Son, even as they honour the Father. 

He that honoureth not the Son honoureth 

not the Father which hath sent him.  

 Joh 5:27 And hath given him authority 

to execute judgment also, because he is the 

Son of man. Just as the Father was the 

giver of life the Jews also understood that 

only God could ultimately judge mankind. 

Deu 1:17  Ye shall not respect persons in 

judgment; but ye shall hear the small as 

well as the great; ye shall not be afraid of 

the face of man; for the judgment is God's: 

and the cause that is too hard for you, 

bring it unto me, and I will hear it. 

 Christ we know is going to the Judge. 

Jesus claim here was again claiming that He 

was going to do what was alone reserved for 

God.  

 In Acts 17:31 the Apostle Paul stated to 

the Greek intellects on Mars Hill, ñBecause 

he hath appointed a day, in the which he 

will judge the world in righteousness by 

that man whom he hath ordained; whereof 

he hath given assurance unto all men, in 

that he hath raised him from the dead.ò 

 Romans 2:16 In the day when God 

shall judge the secrets of men by Jesus 

Christ according to my gospel. 

 Jesus Christ as Judge will set on the 

Judgment Seat bench. 2Co 5:10  For we 

must all appear before the judgment seat of 

Christ; that every one may receive the 

things done in his body, according to that 

he hath done, whether it be good or bad. 

 Also He will judge at the Great White 

Throne Judgment Seat. Rev 20:11  And I 

saw a great white throne, and him that sat 

on it, from whose face the earth and the 

heaven fled away; and there was found no 

place for them. 
 Let us not miss one more thing here. 

Jesus used the term Son of Man to refer to 

Himself often. (It is used 85 times in the 

NT). This was a name associated with the 

Promised Messiah by the Jews that had roots 

in the book of Daniel. Daniel 7:13-14  I saw 

in the night visions, and, behold, one like 

the Son of man came with the clouds of 

heaven, and came to the Ancient of days, 

and they brought him near before him.  14  

And there was given him dominion, and 

glory, and a kingdom, that all people, 

nations, and languages, should serve him: 

his dominion is an everlasting dominion, 

which shall not pass away, and his 

kingdom that which shall not be destroyed. 

 So again Jesus was claiming to be the 

Messiah, the Promised One. 

II - Witnesses that Verify: Joh 5:30-47 

 The Messiah next gives several 

witnessed that bear witness that He is who 

He is claiming to be. 

1- Jesus Self Witness: 

 Joh 5:30  I can of mine own self do 

nothing: as I hear, I judge: and my 

judgment is just; because I seek not mine 

own will, but the will of the Father which 

hath sent me. 31  If I bear witness of 

myself, my witness is not true.   

 Jesus knew that His witness of Himself 

would be rejected. 
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2- Witness of John the Baptist:  

 Joh 5:32  There is another that beareth 

witness of me; and I know that the witness 

which he witnesseth of me is true.  33  Ye 

sent unto John, and he bare witness unto 

the truth.  34  But I receive not testimony 

from man: but these things I say, that ye 

might be saved.  35  He was a burning and 

a shining light: and ye were willing for a 

season to rejoice in his light.   

 The next witness was John the Baptist. 

We have already discussed this in our 

second lecture but lets look for a moment 

again. The Jews had interrogated John 

thoroughly. John continually declared that 

Jesus was the Lamb of God and the 

Messiah.  

3- Witness of His Works: 

 Joh 5:36  But I have greater witness 

than that of John: for the works which the 

Father hath given me to finish, the same 

works that I do, bear witness of me, that the 

Father hath sent me. 

 This, you will recall, is the very premise 

that John wrote the Gospel with. Joh 20:30-

31 And many other signs truly did Jesus in 

the presence of his disciples, which are not 

written in this book:  31  But these are 

written, that ye might believe that Jesus is 

the Christ, the Son of God; and that 

believing ye might have life through his 

name. 

 Jesus invited them to see the miracle that 

He did and judge if they were of God. He 

did not just heal and do miracles to show 

off. He did it to verify His Messiahship. 

4- Witness of the Father: 

 Joh 5:37 And the Father himself, 

which hath sent me, hath borne witness of 

me. Ye have neither heard his voice at any 

time, nor seen his shape.  38  And ye have 

not his word abiding in you: for whom he 

hath sent, him ye believe not.   

 Jesus next calls the witness of God the 

Father to their attention. Remember 

Matthew records the testimony of God at the 

baptism of Jesus. Mat 3:17  And lo a voice 

from heaven, saying, This is my beloved 

Son, in whom I am well pleased. 

 Then on the Mount of Transfiguration in 

Mat 17:5  While he yet spake, behold, a 

bright cloud overshadowed them: and 

behold a voice out of the cloud, which said, 

This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well 

pleased; hear ye him.  

5- Witness of the Scriptures: 

 Joh 5:39  Search the scriptures; for in 

them ye think ye have eternal life: and they 

are they which testify of me.  40  And ye 

will not come to me, that ye might have life.  

41  I receive not honour from men.  42  But 

I know you, that ye have not the love of 

God in you.  43  I am come in my Father's 

name, and ye receive me not: if another 

shall come in his own name, him ye will 

receive.  44  How can ye believe, which 

receive honour one of another, and seek 

not the honour that cometh from God 

only?  45  Do not think that I will accuse 

you to the Father: there is one that 

accuseth you, even Moses, in whom ye 

trust.  46  For had ye believed Moses, ye 

would have believed me: for he wrote of 

me.  47  But if ye believe not his writings, 

how shall ye believe my words? 

 The final witness to verify the Messiah 

was the Word of God and specifically the 

Old Testament. The Old Testament testified 

time after time about Jesus coming. We 

know that He fulfilled all the prophecies and 

every promise of what Messiah would be 

like. Mat 5:17  Think not that I am come to 

destroy the law, or the prophets: I am not 

come to destroy, but to fulfil. Remember the 

words of Jesus on the cross, ñIt is finished.ò 

All if fu lfilled, Jesus is Messiah.
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12- Feeding of the 5000 John 6:1-15 

 

 In chapter six of Johnôs gospel we have 

the fourth and fifth sign miracle of Johnôs 

seven recorded. The one we look at in our 

text this session is the fourth with the fifth 

signs inserted between the discourse of Jesus 

that explains the fourth. So in essence we 

will see two miracles then will return for a 

discourse of Jesus that gives us a deeper 

meaning of the fourth. 

 In our last session we saw that Jesus 

created quite the controversy when he 

healed a man on the Sabbath. Still the 

greater conflict arose when Jesus made 

Himself equal with God. The Jews knew 

exactly and certain that Jesus was claiming.  

 Between the events in chapter 5 and 6 

we know from the other gospels that many 

events took place. One of those was the 

sermon on the mount of Matthew 5-7. 

I - Multitude Follows:  

 Joh 6:1  After these things Jesus went 

over the sea of Galilee, which is the sea of 

Tiberias.  2  And a great multitude followed 

him, because they saw his miracles which 

he did on them that were diseased.  

 Jesus is beginning to have a mass 

following of people. But why did they 

follow Him? Was it because they knew He 

was Messiah? This also brings us a burning 

question to our hearts as well. Why do we 

follow Jesus? 

 They followed because of what they 

could potentially receive not because of who 

He was. 

 I am reminded of what Peter said when 

asked by Jesus the very next day found in 

John 6:66-68  From that time many of his 

disciples went back, and walked no more 

with him.  67  Then said Jesus unto the 

twelve, Will ye also go away?  68  Then 

Simon Peter answered him, Lord, to whom 

shall we go? thou hast the words of eternal 

life. 

 We certainly need to follow Him 

because He alone has the words of life. 

II - Great Company: 

 Joh 6:3  And Jesus went up into a 

mountain, and there he sat with his 

disciples.  4  And the passover, a feast of 

the Jews, was nigh.  5  When Jesus then 

lifted up his eyes, and saw a great company 

come unto him, he saith unto Philip, 

Whence shall we buy bread, that these may 

eat? 

 Jesus went away with just a few of His 

disciples. Jesus looked up and saw a great 

company coming. He asked Philip what he 

thought they should do.  

 As we look at the following verses we 

see there were 4 solutions offered. 

1- Send them away: 

2- Buy bread for them: 

3- A ladôs lunch: 

4- Miracle of Feeding of 5000:  

III ïDiscipleôs Solution: 

  The first solution we have here is not 

found in the gospel of John. All four of the 

gospels present this miracle. It is the only 

miracle that all four gospels record. We find 

the disciples solution in Mar 6:35-36  And 

when the day was now far spent, his 

disciples came unto him, and said, This is a 

desert place, and now the time is far 

passed:  36  Send them away, that they may 

go into the country round about, and into 

the villages, and buy themselves bread: for 

they have nothing to eat. 
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 While we often are tempted to send 

away the needs of others Jesus knew that 

evening was upon them and some would not 

make it if sent away. So sending them 

away was not a solution. 

IV- Philipôs Solution: 

 The next solution is one brought forth by 

Philip. Remember Jesus had asked him what 

he thought they should do. Notice Joh 6: 6  

And this he said to prove him: for he 

himself knew what he would do.  7  Philip 

answered him, Two hundred pennyworth 

of bread is not sufficient for them, that 

every one of them may take a little.   

 Jesus was doing this as a test of Philipôs 

faith. The word translated prove, is most 

often translated in other English translations 

ñtest.ò The Message says ñHe said this to 

stretch Philip's faith. He already knew 

what he was going to do.ò  

 Have you ever had you faith stretched? 

Philip did some calculating and realized 

with so many that even 200 days of wages 

would not buy enough. Philip really did not 

have a viable solution. Philip was only 

thinking in terms of what they could afford. 

Money is not always the solution as it is 

often thought to be. Philip looked and saw 

the situation as hopeless because he could 

only see what they could do. Philip failed 

the test of faith.  

 We need to also understand this from 

another view point as well. Bread was not 

available in large quantities in those days. It 

was hand make and baked in small capacity 

ovens. There was probably not enough bread 

in the region to feed all these people. This 

simply reminds us that where the weakness 

of man stops the strength of God is just 

beginning. Remember what Paul said in 2Co 

12:10  Therefore I take pleasure in 

infirmities, in reproaches, in necessities, in 

persecutions, in distresses for Christ's 

sake: for when I am weak, then am I 

strong.  
 Many times we have to come to the 

conclusion of how totally dependent we are 

upon God by not having any other hope 

beyond Him. By the way when we come to 

this conclusion God is just beginning. 

V- Andrewôs Solution: 

 Joh 6:8  One of his disciples, Andrew, 

Simon Peter's brother, saith unto him,  9  

There is a lad here, which hath five barley 

loaves, and two small fishes: but what are 

they among so many?   

 The solution offered by Andrew was not 

of seemingly any value. What was one lunch 

for so many people? But at least Andrew 

offered a solution. He brought all he could 

find and then was willing to trust Jesus 

would know what to do. 

 We see through the New Testament that 

every time there was an increase in the 

church it was because God gave the 

increase. Notice Act 2:41  Then they that 

gladly received his word were baptized: and 

the same day there were added unto them 

about three thousand souls. 

 Act 2:47  Praising God, and having 

favour with all the people. And the Lord 

added to the church daily such as should 

be saved. 

 Act 5:14  And believers were the more 

added to the Lord, multitudes both of men 

and women.) 

 Act 11:24  For he was a good man, and 

full of the Holy Ghost and of faith: and 

much people was added unto the Lord. 

 Andrewôs solution may have seemed 

trivial for so many. Perhaps others thought 

he was foolish for even coming up with the 

idea. But none the less it was all he could 

find and the lad was willing to share. It was 

little in the hands of man but huge in the 

hands of God. 
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VI- Jesusô Solution: 

 Though Jesus was in a controversy with 

the rulers in Jerusalem He was at what was 

probably the peak of His popularity with the 

people at large. Remember we are north of 

Jerusalem in Galilee. His popularity as we 

will see soon was great as long as He fed 

them. 

 The solution Jesus offers is a 

supernatural event that John chose as one of 

the sign miracles. Jesus knew, even before 

He asked the question of Philip what was 

going to take place. Remember Joh 6: 6  

And this he said to prove him: for he 

himself knew what he would do. 
 So now is the time for Jesusô solution. 

 Joh 6:10  And Jesus said, Make the 

men sit down. Now there was much grass 

in the place. So the men sat down, in 

number about five thousand. 

 Jesus began by have a method of 

organization to the chaos. We know that 

God is a God of order because the universe 

runs so precisely. The disciples carried out 

His instructions. 

 Joh 6:11  And Jesus took the loaves; 

and when he had given thanks, he 

distributed to the disciples, and the 

disciples to them that were set down; and 

likewise of the fishes as much as they 

would.   

 Jesus took the loaves and gave thanks. 

We are told again in John 6:23 that He gave 

thanks. Other gospels tell us Jesus looked 

toward Heaven. Mark 6:41  And when he 

had taken the five loaves and the two 

fishes, he looked up to heaven, and blessed, 

and brake the loaveséò 
 Remember all good and perfect gifts 

come from God. James 1:17  Every good 

gift and every perfect gift is from above, 

and cometh down from the Father of 

lights, with whom is no variableness, 

neither shadow of turning. 

 We also know that not all of these 

people would become followers of Jesus but 

as it says in Matthew 5:45  That ye may be 

the children of your Father which is in 

heaven: for he maketh his sun to rise on 

the evil and on the good, and sendeth rain 

on the just and on the unjust. 

 We know that the lunch was not a great 

amount as well. It was not tow 60 pound 

catfish but were more like a couple of 

sardines. The bread was a cake about like a 

small pancake and was made of barley 

which was used by the poor for subsistence.  

 We also know that the miracle was not 

wrought at the hands of the disciples. They 

were merely the conduit through which the 

blessing flowed.  

 Now notice what happened. Joh 6:12  

When they were filled, he said unto his 

disciples, Gather up the fragments that 

remain, that nothing be lost.  13  Therefore 

they gathered them together, and filled 

twelve baskets with the fragments of the 

five barley loaves, which remained over 

and above unto them that had eaten.   

 This shows us again the abundance of 

Godôs provision. God has a vast storehouse. 

VI I - Was He Verified? 

 We see the reaction of the crowd. They 

said He must be the prophet that Moses 

spoke of. They did not understand that He 

was the Suffering Savior. They wanted to 

make Him king so they could be fed again. 

 Joh 6:14  Then those men, when they 

had seen the miracle that Jesus did, said, 

This is of a truth that prophet that should 

come into the world.  15  When Jesus 

therefore perceived that they would come 

and take him by force, to make him a king, 

he departed again into a mountain himself 

alone. 
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13- Heôs Still Walking on the Water 6:16-21 

 

 Jesus had just preformed His fourth sign 

miracle recorded by John with the feeding of 

the 5000 men in John 6:1-15. We looked at 

this in our last session. Jesus will explain the 

significance of the bread of life, beginning 

in John 6:22, the day following the feeding.  

 Tucked between the feeding and the 

explanation is the fifth sign miracle recorded 

by John, Jesus walking on the water. Warren 

Wiersbe said, ñThe feeding of the 5,000 was 

the lesson, but the storm was the 

examination after the lesson.ò (p 310)  

 There are parallel gospel accounts in 

Matthew and Mark. I have included the test 

of these at the end of this sessionôs text. 

I - Disciples Set Sail: 

 Joh 6:16 And when even was now 

come, his disciples went down unto the sea,  

17  And entered into a ship, and went over 

the sea toward Capernaum. And it was now 

dark, and Jesus was not come to them.   

 We are told in Mat 14:22 And 

straightway Jesus constrained his disciples 

to get into a ship, and to go before him 

unto the other side, while he sent the 

multitudes away. 

 There are some that fell that Jesus was 

rescuing the disciples by telling them in no 

terms that left room to argue with to get in 

the boat a set sail. He then dismissed the 

crowd. 

 So the scene unfolds before us with the 

disciples, obedient to the Master, setting sail 

at dark.  

II - Storm on the Sea: 

 From the parallel gospels accounts we 

find that Jesus next went up onto the 

mountain to pray. Some say that from this 

vantage point He saw the storm approaching 

and realized that the disciples were in 

trouble. Did the storm surprise Jesus. I think 

not. Jesus knew the storm was going to 

arise.  It seems in Marks account that Jesus 

saw, but the question is did he see from the 

shore or see, as He does today, the dangers 

we are in. Mark 6:48  And he saw them 

toiling in rowing; for the wind was 

contrary unto them: 
 Joh 6:18 says, And the sea arose by 

reason of a great wind that blew.  19  So 

when they had rowed about five and twenty 

or thirty furlongsé 

 They had left land and had traveled to 

the middle of the Sea of Galilee some 3-4 

miles. Now they are in the middle of the 

storm. We must remember these men were 

fishermen and accustom to the weather 

changes. Still they were ill equipped to 

handle this storm. 

 We need to stop now and see a couple of 

things. One sometimes we find ourselves in 

the midst of the storm because we are doing 

Godôs will. Sometimes the storms come 

when we are obedience to God from outside 

forces. Notice the following verses that 

suggest this. 

 2Ti 3:12  Yea, and all that will live 

godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer 

persecution. 

 Joh 15:20  Remember the word that I 

said unto you, The servant is not greater 

than his lord. If they have persecuted me, 

they will also persecute youé 

 We are also taught in the Scriptures what 

our responses should be. Rom 12:14  Bless 

them which persecute you: bless, and curse 

not. 

 Another reason for the storms of life is 

disobedience. Just ask Jonah if disobedience 

causes storms. 
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 So storms will arise, some by our 

making some by others. Did you notice they 

were not equipped to handle the storm? 

Most of the time we are not either but we 

have one who is. 

III - Jesus Walking on the Water: 

 May we speculate that the night was 

especially dark with the storm swirling? 

They were busy rowing and probably 

praying. We are told by Matthew and Mark 

that it was the fourth watch or from 3-6 in 

the morning. They had toiled all night to no 

avail. Notice Joh 6:19b éthey see Jesus 

walking on the sea, and drawing nigh unto 

the ship: and they were afraid.   

 Matt 14:26 says, ñAnd when the 

disciples saw him walking on the sea, they 

were troubled, saying, It is a spirit; and 

they cried out for fear.ò 

 They thought they were seeing a ghost 

on the water.  Mark tells us that he would 

have passed by like He was only on a stroll 

across the lake. So now Jesus has suspended 

the law of gravity and is walking on the 

surface of the water which could not hold up 

the weight of a man. This is the fifth sign 

miracle of John. 

IV - Get Jesus in the Boat: 

 Next John tells us that He spoke to them 

and then entered the boat.  

 Joh 6:20  But he saith unto them, It is 

I; be not afraid.  21  Then they willingly 

received him into the shipé  

 What Jesus said to them is translated  

ñBut He said to them, "It is I AM; do not 

fear."  In the English Majority Text Version 

(EMTV) of the Holy Bible, New Testament.  

By Paul W. Esposito. 

 This is the only English translation that 

says exactly what the original language says. 

The Bible Knowledge Commentary says,  

ñThe clause It is I is literally ñI 

Am,ò and was used by Jesus (in 

8:58) with strong theological 

meaning.ò (p 294) 

 We see from John that they were 

immediately out of peril and at land. Joh 

6:21b éand immediately the ship was at 

the land whither they went. 

V- Other Facets: 

 We go to the other Gospel accounts to 

find another facet of this beautiful story. 

One of these facets is that Peter asked to 

walk on the water with Him. Notice   

Matthew 14:28  And Peter answered him 

and said, Lord, if it be thou, bid me come 

unto thee on the water.  29  And he said, 

Come. And when Peter was come down out 

of the ship, he walked on the water, to go to 

Jesus.  30  But when he saw the wind 

boisterous, he was afraid; and beginning to 

sink, he cried, saying, Lord, save me.  31  

And immediately Jesus stretched forth his 

hand, and caught him, and said unto him, 

O thou of little faith, wherefore didst thou 

doubt? 

 The lessons are many from this. We 

have heard the well used and true 

application of as long as Peter kept his eyes 

on Jesus he did not sink but when he, as well 

as we, take our eyes off Him we sink. 

 We also see that Jesus reaches out to 

help us when we are sinking because our 

faith has grown weak.  

VII - The Other Miracles in the Miracle. 

 Johnôs focus is the miracle that verifies 

the Messiah and he focused on the part of 

the story needed for this. However, as we 

look at all of the accounts of the story we 

see there are several things that took place 

that are miraculous as well.  

 First, Jesus walking on the water was a 

miracle. The significance of this is enhanced 

when we see some other verses from the Old 

Testament. 
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 Speaking of God, Job said in Job 9:8  

Which alone spreadeth out the heavens, 

and treadeth upon the waves of the sea. 

 Pro 30:4  Who hath ascended up into 

heaven, or descended? who hath gathered 

the wind in his fists? who hath bound the 

waters in a garment? who hath established 

all the ends of the earth? what is his name, 

and what is his son's name, if thou canst 

tell? 

 Beloved the very nature of this miracle 

leaves no room for doubting that Jesus was 

God wrapped in flesh and dwelled among 

men. 

 Did you also notice the miracle of Peter 

walking on the water? This is a second 

miracle as part of the first. Then there was 

the instant calm of the storm (Matt 14:32). 

And finally the fourth miracle wrapped in 

this one is they were instantly at land (John 

6:21). 

VIII - The Verification:  

 We are not told how many were on the 

boat, nor if there were more than just the 

twelve disciples. Notice their reaction as He 

was verified to their hearts. Matt 14:33 

Then they that were in the ship came and 

worshipped him, saying, Of a truth thou art 

the Son of God. 

 Do you know the Savior who is still 

walking on the waters during the storms of 

life? Have you trouble that you need to roll 

onto Him and release? 

 

Matthewôs Account: 

Mat 14:22-33  And straightway Jesus 

constrained his disciples to get into a ship, and 

to go before him unto the other side, while he 

sent the multitudes away.  23  And when he 

had sent the multitudes away, he went up into a 

mountain apart to pray: and when the evening 

was come, he was there alone.  24  But the ship 

was now in the midst of the sea, tossed with 

waves: for the wind was contrary.  25  And in 

the fourth watch of the night Jesus went unto 

them, walking on the sea.  26  And when the 

disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were 

troubled, saying, It is a spirit; and they cried 

out for fear.  27  But straightway Jesus spake 

unto them, saying, Be of good cheer; it is I; be 

not afraid.  28  And Peter answered him and 

said, Lord, if it be thou, bid me come unto thee 

on the water.  29  And he said, Come. And 

when Peter was come down out of the ship, he 

walked on the water, to go to Jesus.  30  But 

when he saw the wind boisterous, he was 

afraid; and beginning to sink, he cried, saying, 

Lord, save me.  31  And immediately Jesus 

stretched forth his hand, and caught him, and 

said unto him, O thou of little faith, wherefore 

didst thou doubt?  32  And when they were 

come into the ship, the wind ceased.  33  Then 

they that were in the ship came and worshipped 

him, saying, Of a truth thou art the Son of 

God. 

 

Markôs Account: 

Mark 6:45-51 And straightway he constrained 

his disciples to get into the ship, and to go to 

the other side before unto Bethsaida, while he 

sent away the people.  46  And when he had 

sent them away, he departed into a mountain to 

pray.  47  And when even was come, the ship 

was in the midst of the sea, and he alone on the 

land.  48  And he saw them toiling in rowing; 

for the wind was contrary unto them: and 

about the fourth watch of the night he cometh 

unto them, walking upon the sea, and would 

have passed by them.  49  But when they saw 

him walking upon the sea, they supposed it had 

been a spirit, and cried out:  50  For they all 

saw him, and were troubled. And immediately 

he talked with them, and saith unto them, Be of 

good cheer: it is I; be not afraid.  51  And he 

went up unto them into the ship; and the wind 

ceased: and they were sore amazed in 

themselves beyond measure, and wondered. 
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14- I AM the  Bread of Life:  6:22-71 

 

 As we have journeyed through the 

Gospel of John we have thus far seen five of 

the seven recorded sign miracles.  

1- Water into wine; 2- Officialôs son healed; 

3- the healing at the pool; 4- the feeding of 

the 5000; and then last session 5-Jesus 

walking on the water. 

 The dialogue we focus on in the session 

comes about primarily because of the fourth 

miracle of the feeding of the 5000. The time 

frame is Jesus feed the people then walked 

on the water across the sea during the night 

and then the next day this dialogue occurs. 

 We come now to the first of seven ñI 

AMôsò that Jesus will be identified as in 

John. This first is the Bread of Life. The 

others are light of the World; the Great I 

AM; the door, the Resurrection and the Life; 

the Way the Truth and the Life; and the 

vine. We will study these as they arrive in 

our text.  

 

I - Where Did He Go? John 6:22-25 

 The day breaks and the multitude begin 

to look for Jesus. They do not find Him. 

They knew the disciples had gone ahead in 

the boat but that Jesus did not go with them. 

 Joh 6:22-24  The day following, when 

the people which stood on the other side of 

the sea saw that there was none other boat 

there, save that one whereinto his disciples 

were entered, and that Jesus went not with 

his disciples into the boat, but that his 

disciples were gone away alone;  23  

(Howbeit there came other boats from 

Tiberias nigh unto the place where they did 

eat bread, after that the Lord had given 

thanks:)  24  When the people therefore 

saw that Jesus was not there, neither his 

disciples, they also took shipping, and came 

to Capernaum, seeking for Jesus. 

 They follow Jesus across the sea to 

Capernaum. They find Him on the other side 

and ask how He got there. He never answers 

the question. Joh 6:25  And when they had 

found him on the other side of the sea, they 

said unto him, Rabbi, when camest thou 

hither?   

 

II - Two Declaration of the Bread of Life: 

 John 6:26-59 record two different 

conversations. One with the multitude (vs 

26-40) and then one with the Jews (vs 41-

59). There are some common things said in 

each dialogue. Due to the large amount of 

verse we are covering let us look at these 

common elements in each of these as Jesus 

uses the feeding of the 5000 to verify that 

He is the Bread of Life. 

 

1- Bread from Heaven: 

 Jesus used the first of four strong 

declaration that begin with ñVerily, verilyò,  

to chastise the people for their wrong 

motives for following Him. John 6:26 Jesus 

answered them and said, Verily, verily, I 

say unto you, Ye seek me, not because ye 

saw the miracles, but because ye did eat of 

the loaves, and were filled. 

 They then asked what they must do to 

work the works of God. He tells them to 

believe on Him. 

 Now notice they had seen the miraculous 

feeding the day before and now they ask for 

a greater sign. They wanted a sign greater 

than Moses. They wrongly believed it was 

Moses who supplied the manna. Jesus then 

speaks His second ñVerily, verilyò about His 

Father not Moses giving the bread and Him 
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being the bread from Heaven. Joh 6:32  

Then Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I 

say unto you, Moses gave you not that 

bread from heaven; but my Father giveth 

you the true bread from heaven. 33  For 

the bread of God is he which cometh down 

from heavené 

 Notice that this is echoed again to the 

Jewish group in  Joh 6:51  I am the living 

bread which came down from heavené 
 So Jesus is clearing showing He is 

greater than Moses and that He is the Bread 

sent from God that is the True Bread. 

2- Purpose of His Coming: 

 Wrapped within this is also stated the 

purpose of His coming to earth. Notice in 

both dialogues.  

 Joh 6:33  For the bread of God is he 

which cometh down from heaven, and 

giveth life unto the world. 

 Joh 6:51  I am the living bread which 

came down from heaven: if any man eat of 

this bread, he shall live for ever. 

 Christ purpose in coming was to give 

eternal life. Men would have no hope of 

eternal life apart from His coming to make it 

possible and provide us with it.  

3- Come to Son as Father Draws: 

 We see this is accomplished by the 

drawing of the Father of lost men and 

women to the Son. Notice the two dialogues 

again.  

 Joh 6:37  All that the Father giveth me 

shall come to me; and him that cometh to 

me I will in no wise cast out. 

 

 Joh 6:44  No man can come to me, 

except the Father which hath sent me draw 

himé 

 God wants men, women, boys and girls 

to come to Christ. The Holy Spirit is the 

agent of God that draws men to Christ. John 

15:26  But when the Comforter is come, 

whom I will send unto you from the 

Father, even the Spirit of truth, which 

proceedeth from the Father, he shall testify 

of me: 

4- Greater than Manna from Heaven: 

 They were remember the manna that 

Moses gave remember. Notice Jesus tells 

them that He as bread of life is greater that 

the manna.  

 John 6:32  Then Jesus said unto them, 

Verily, verily, I say unto you, Moses gave 

you not that bread from heaven; but my 

Father giveth you the true bread from 

heaven. 

 John 6:58  This is that bread which 

came down from heaven: not as your 

fathers did eat manna, and are dead: he 

that eateth of this bread shall live for ever. 

 God had given the manna in the 

wilderness to sustain them day to day. 

Remember they had to gather it each day for 

six days and on the sixth were to gather 

twice as much for the Sabbath day in which 

no manna came. All that they gather beyond 

their daily use spoiled. So the contrast is 

stark. The manna was given for day to day 

life while Christ purpose is to give eternal 

life.  

 John 6:35  And Jesus said unto them, I 

am the bread of life: he that cometh to me 

shall never hunger; and he that believeth 

on me shall never thirst.  

5- Believer Will be Raised from Dead: 

 One of the hopes that we have is that 

because Christ rose from the dead this gives 

us the promise that He will raise us up as 

well.  

 John 6:40  And this is the will of him 

that sent me, that every one which seeth the 

Son, and believeth on him, may have 

everlasting life: and I will raise him up at 

the last day.   
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 John 6:54  Whoso eateth my flesh, and 

drinketh my blood, hath eternal life; and I 

will raise him up at the last day. 

 Jesus uses two more sets of Verily verily 

to add some emphasis on this. Notice  

 John 6:47  Verily, verily, I say unto 

you, He that believeth on me hath 

everlasting life. 

 John 6:53  Then Jesus said unto them, 

Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except ye eat 

the flesh of the Son of man, and drink his 

blood, ye have no life in you. 

  

III - The Controversy: 

 This last verse above gave way too many 

who would not understand. Was He saying 

they needed to engage in cannibalism in 

order to believe? We know that indeed He 

was talking about receiving the sacrifice of 

His body and blood without which there are 

no hope of life.  

 John 6:60  Many therefore of his 

disciples, when they had heard this, said, 

This is an hard saying; who can hear it?  

61  When Jesus knew in himself that his 

disciples murmured at it, he said unto 

them, Doth this offend you?  62  What and 

if ye shall see the Son of man ascend up 

where he was before?  63  It is the spirit 

that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth 

nothing: the words that I speak unto you, 

they are spirit, and they are life.   

 Because of their not having their hearts 

open to the fact that He must die and shed 

His blood for them they did not hear the 

spiritual truth. They got offended.  

 John 6:66  From that time many of his 

disciples went back, and walked no more 

with him. 

 Christ and the doctrine of His sacrifice 

and blood offered to cleans has always been 

a stumbling block. Jesus asked Doth this 

offend you? Offend means to cause to 

stumble. It had offended them and the 

gospel continues to offend men.  

 1 Peter 2:7-8  Unto you therefore which 

believe he is precious: but unto them which 

be disobedient, the stone which the builders 

disallowed, the same is made the head of 

the corner,  8  And a stone of stumbling, 

and a rock of offence, even to them which 

stumble at the word, being disobedient: 

whereunto also they were appointed. 

 Romans 9:33  As it is written, Behold, I 

lay in Sion a stumblingstone and rock of 

offence: and whosoever believeth on him 

shall not be ashamed. 

 

IV - The Great Verification Statement: 

 After many left Jesus because they 

wanted the temporary food and not the 

eternal bread of life Jesus engages the 12 

disciples that we know as the apostles.  

John 6:67  Then said Jesus unto the 

twelve, Will ye also go away?  68  Then 

Simon Peter answered him, Lord, to whom 

shall we go? thou hast the words of eternal 

life.  69  And we believe and are sure that 

thou art that Christ, the Son of the living 

God.   

 Beloved there is no doubt that Jesus is 

the Bread of Life as He declared Himself to 

be after feeding the multitude. There is no 

doubt that in Him alone we have eternal life 

which was His purpose in coming to earth. 

There is no doubt that the Father continues 

to draw men to Christ by the Holy Spirit. 

There is no doubt that the gospel is offensive 

because men want to work instead of only 

believing. Still the fact remains that Jesus 

Christ, the one born of a virgin, that lived a 

sinless life is the one sent by God to be the 

Bread that gives eternal life.  
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15- Debate, Controversy and Division: 7:1-53 

 

 Today there is a big debate in the world 

over just who Jesus was and is. Many 

scholars have developed a different picture 

of Jesus than the Bible reveals. The debate 

will continue to go on as long as time exist I 

suppose. Also there is a lot of controversy 

and division in the world over Jesus. These 

certainly are not just a modern era 

phenomenon. It has been going on since 

Jesus walked on earth around 2000 years 

ago.  

 The events of our text today take place 

some six months or so after the healing of 

the man on the Sabbath. Jesus has been in 

the area of Galilee. The Jewish leaders are 

trying to kill him if the opportunity affords 

itself to them.  Joh 7:1  After these things 

Jesus walked in Galilee: for he would not 

walk in Jewry, because the Jews sought to 

kill him.   

 This section is full of debate, 

controversy and division about exactly who 

this man named Jesus was.  

 

I - Reveal Thyself: 

 No where was the debate about who 

Jesus was raging larger than among His 

brothers. They did not believe on Him until 

much later. Listen and you can almost hear 

their sarcasm in Joh 7:2  Now the Jews' 

feast of tabernacles was at hand.  3  His 

brethren therefore said unto him, Depart 

hence, and go into Judaea, that thy 

disciples also may see the works that thou 

doest.  4  For there is no man that doeth 

any thing in secret, and he himself seeketh 

to be known openly. If thou do these 

things, shew thyself to the world.  5  For 

neither did his brethren believe in him. 

 They were unknowingly trying to goat 

Him into doing something out of Godôs time 

and Godôs will.  

   Joh 7:6  Then Jesus said unto them, 

My time is not yet come: but your time is 

alway ready.  7  The world cannot hate 

you; but me it hateth, because I testify of it, 

that the works thereof are evil.  8  Go ye up 

unto this feast: I go not up yet unto this 

feast; for my time is not yet full come.  9  

When he had said these words unto them, 

he abode still in Galilee.   

 He tells His brothers to go on to the 

feast. No one was trying to kill them. They 

were part of the world that was beginning to 

hate or at least debate Jesus.  

 

II - Jesus Arrives Without Fanfare: 

 He goes up a few days later to the feast. 

He slipped into the throng of people who 

would have been compassing Jerusalem at 

the time of this feast.  

 Joh 7:10  But when his brethren were 

gone up, then went he also up unto the 

feast, not openly, but as it were in secret.  

11  Then the Jews sought him at the feast, 

and said, Where is he? 

 Some were looking for Him at the feast 

and wondering where He was.  

 

III - The Debate: 

  Joh 7:12  And there was much 

murmuring among the people concerning 

him: for some said, He is a good man: 

others said, Nay; but he deceiveth the 

people.  13  Howbeit no man spake openly 

of him for fear of the Jews.  

 This is in one sense the whole debate 

about Him at this time as well as ours about 
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who Jesus was. Some see Him only as a 

good man, a man who did good things. Still 

others saw Him as dangerous and a deceiver. 

 

IV - Jesus Teaches in Temple: 

 If Jesus went up on the first day of the 

feast then no one noticed Him the first two 

days. He may have arrived later and not the 

first day. Regardless, He is in the temple in 

the middle of the feast.   

 Joh 7:14  Now about the midst of the 

feast Jesus went up into the temple, and 

taught.   

 Jesus spoke unlike no other man before 

or after him. Notice the educated class of 

elites were amazed that He was so well 

spoken without being educated as they were.  

 Joh 7:15 And the Jews marvelled, 

saying, How knoweth this man letters, 

having never learned?  Letters here is the 

Word of God. 

 Jesus tells them why. Joh 7:16  Jesus 

answered them, and said, My doctrine is 

not mine, but his that sent me.  17  If any 

man will do his will, he shall know of the 

doctrine, whether it be of God, or whether I 

speak of myself.  18  He that speaketh of 

himself seeketh his own glory: but he that 

seeketh his glory that sent him, the same is 

true, and no unrighteousness is in him.   

 He told them that the reason was His 

doctrine was from the Father. He sought 

only to please Him. If they would do the will 

of God then they would know it was true. 

 Remember it has been a long time since 

Jesus healed the man on the Sabbath but the 

Jewish leaders still wanted to kill Him for it. 

He bring this to their attention in a 

wonderful way. He asked why they wanted 

to kill Him for supposable not keeping the 

law that they themselves did not keep. Joh 

7:19  Did not Moses give you the law, and 

yet none of you keepeth the law? Why go ye 

about to kill me?   

 

 Notice they accuse Him of being of the 

devil. Joh 7:20  The people answered and 

said, Thou hast a devil: who goeth about to 

kill thee?   

 Joh 7:21  Jesus answered and said unto 

them, I have done one work, and ye all 

marvel.  He is referring to the healing of the 

man on the Sabbath.  

 Now notice He uses the work of 

circumcision to show that they did work an 

22  Moses therefore gave unto you 

circumcision; (not because it is of Moses, 

but of the fathers;) and ye on the sabbath 

day circumcise a man.  23  If a man on the 

sabbath day receive circumcision, that the 

law of Moses should not be broken; are ye 

angry at me, because I have made a man 

every whit whole on the sabbath day?  24  

Judge not according to the appearance, but 

judge righteous judgment. 

 Jesus was arguing if caring for part of 

the body was OK on the Sabbath then 

certainly healing the whole body should be.  

 

V- Confusion About What Leaders 

Believe: 

 Remember the Jews wanted to kill Him 

so the common people in Jerusalem were a 

little confused about just what their leaders 

believed about Him. Notice this is evidenced 

by  Joh 7:25  Then said some of them of 

Jerusalem, Is not this he, whom they seek 

to kill?  26  But, lo, he speaketh boldly, and 

they say nothing unto him. Do the rulers 

know indeed that this is the very Christ?  

27  Howbeit we know this man whence he 

is: but when Christ cometh, no man 

knoweth whence he is.   

 Jesus taught them in very strong words 

about who He was.  
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 Joh 7:28  Then cried Jesus in the 

temple as he taught, saying, Ye both know 

me, and ye know whence I am: and I am 

not come of myself, but he that sent me is 

true, whom ye know not.  29  But I know 

him: for I am from him, and he hath sent 

me.  30  Then they sought to take him: but 

no man laid hands on him, because his 

hour was not yet come. 

 The fact that it was not His time is 

voiced many times throughout the Bible. 

Godôs timetable for the death of Christ was 

very precise. 

 As a result of His teaching in the Temple 

we see that He was verified as Messiah in 

the hearts of many.  Joh 7: 31  And many 

of the people believed on him, and said, 

When Christ cometh, will he do more 

miracles than these which this man hath 

done?  

 They recognized that the things He was 

doing and saying were things that they had 

been looking for. 

 

VI - Officers Sent to Arrest: 

 Joh 7: 32  The Pharisees heard that the 

people murmured such things concerning 

him; and the Pharisees and the chief 

priests sent officers to take him.   

 Jesus tells them of His going away and 

other things they did not truly understand. 

 Joh 7:33  Then said Jesus unto them, 

Yet a little while am I with you, and then I 

go unto him that sent me.  34  Ye shall seek 

me, and shall not find me: and where I am, 

thither ye cannot come.  35  Then said the 

Jews among themselves, Whither will he 

go, that we shall not find him? will he go 

unto the dispersed among the Gentiles, and 

teach the Gentiles?  36  What manner of 

saying is this that he said, Ye shall seek me, 

and shall not find me: and where I am, 

thither ye cannot come?  37  In the last 

day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood 

and cried, saying, If any man thirst, let him 

come unto me, and drink.  38  He that 

believeth on me, as the scripture hath said, 

out of his belly shall flow rivers of living 

water.  39  (But this spake he of the Spirit, 

which they that believe on him should 

receive: for the Holy Ghost was not yet 

given; because that Jesus was not yet 

glorified.)  

 The response of the people showed the 

debate and division that His words were 

causing.  

 Joh 7:40  Many of the people therefore, 

when they heard this saying, said, Of a 

truth this is the Prophet.  41  Others said, 

This is the Christ. But some said, Shall 

Christ come out of Galilee?  42  Hath not 

the scripture said, That Christ cometh of 

the seed of David, and out of the town of 

Bethlehem, where David was?  

 

 VII - Witness to His Powerful Words: 

 Remember Jesus is speaking not of 

Himself but as the Father would have Him 

to do. The officers return without Hom.  

 Joh 7:43  So there was a division 

among the people because of him.  44  And 

some of them would have taken him; but 

no man laid hands on him.  45  Then came 

the officers to the chief priests and 

Pharisees; and they said unto them, Why 

have ye not brought him?  46  The officers 

answered, Never man spake like this man.   

 They asks their guards if they are also 

deceived by Him. Then they make a 

statement in question form that was not true.  

 Joh 7:47  Then answered them the 

Pharisees, Are ye also deceived?  48  Have 

any of the rulers or of the Pharisees 

believed on him?  49  But this people who 

knoweth not the law are cursed.  
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 They were the intelligent elite and 

thought more of their intelligence than they 

should have. They accused the people of 

being ignorant of everything. They 

explained away their belief as ignorance. 

Boy does this sound familiar in our educated 

elite today.  

 

VIII - Nicodemus Reasons: 

 Joh 7: 50  Nicodemus saith unto them, 

(he that came to Jesus by night, being one 

of them,)  51  Doth our law judge any man, 

before it hear him, and know what he 

doeth?  52  They answered and said unto 

him, Art thou also of Galilee? Search, and 

look: for out of Galilee ariseth no prophet.  

53  And every man went unto his own 

house. 

 Nicodemus asked a question to the 

Sanhedrin. Are we going to judge this man 

before we hear what He has to say?  

 They said that He could not be the 

Messiah because He was from Galilee. This 

showed their ignorance about who Jesus was 

and where He had come from.  

 They knew Messiah was to come from 

Bethlehem accord to Micah 5:2. He did 

indeed come from there then into Egypt, as 

foretold, and then Nazareth, as foretold also. 

They knew not what they spoke about.  

 We see the hatred of some that had 

already formed against Jesus. We also see 

some that are struggling within their own 

hearts for the truth. Today we see many of 

the same emotions around the Messiah. 

 The debate over who Jesus was in this 

text is very diverse. 

 Some thought He was a good man  Joh 

7:12 And there was much murmuring 

among the people concerning him: for 

some said, He is a good man: others said, 

Nay; but he deceiveth the people. We see 

here also some thought him a deceiver. 

 Some thought that He was a prophet. 

Joh 7:40  Many of the people therefore, 

when they heard this saying, said, Of a 

truth this is the Prophet. And some thought 

he was a demon possesses mad man Joh 

7:20  The people answered and said, Thou 

hast a devil: who goeth about to kill thee? 

 Some were of the opinion that He was a 

man of great courage. Joh 7:26  But, lo, he 

speaketh boldly, and they say nothing unto 

him. Do the rulers know indeed that this is 

the very Christ? Many could not get past the 

power of the words He spoke and His 

dynamic personality.  Joh 7:46  The 

officers answered, Never man spake like 

this man. Some reacted with fear some with 

faith.  

 Still the most important question for you 

personally is where do you stand in your 

relationship to God in Christ. Are you still 

debating about Who He is or have you 

settled the question? 
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16- The Test of the Adulterous Woman 8:1-11 

 

 One thing that even a casual observer of 

the events of Jesus life would notice is the 

escalating hostility of the Jewish leaders to 

Him. He confronts their traditions and their 

self made portions of the Jewish religion. 

Had God chosen Israel to reveal Himself to 

mankind through? Absolutely, but many 

things that had crept in under the guise of 

following God were not of God.   

I - No Place to Lay His Head: 

 The last verse of John 7 tells us And 

every man went unto his own house. John 

7:53  Then we find the dispatch of Jesus 

from the feast of tabernacles according to 

Joh 8:1  Jesus went unto the mount of 

Olives. 

 The implication here seems to be that 

Jesus was unlike many who had their home 

while He had none. Remember the words of 

Jesus in Matthew 8:20  And Jesus saith 

unto him, The foxes have holes, and the 

birds of the air have nests; but the Son of 

man hath not where to lay his head. 

II - Temple Teaching: 

 If the chronology is correct in our 

understanding of John these events are the 

day after the feast of tabernacles. 

 John 8:2  And early in the morning he 

came again into the temple, and all the 

people came unto him; and he sat down, 

and taught them.  Jesus going to the temple 

and teaching is often spoken of by the 

gospel writers. (See Luke 21:37-38) 

 He arrives early in the temple. This is 

the same word used for when the women 

arrived early at the tomb. 

 One of the things that in all probability 

gave rise to the increasing anger was not the 

holiness that the priest and scribes claimed 

to be protecting but the fact that Jesus drew 

the crowds to Himself. The best of men are 

prone to jealousy if not guarded. 

 The sitting down to teach could also 

have been perceived as Him taking authority 

unto Himself. I remind us again of the words 

of the guards that were sent to arrest Him. 

John 7:46  The officers answered, Never 

man spake like this man. 

 Notice a couple of verses that show how 

His teaching was perceived. 

 Matthew 7:29  For he taught them as 

one having authority, and not as the 

scribes. 

`Mark 1:21-22  And they went into 

Capernaum; and straightway on the 

48abbath day he entered into the 

synagogue, and taught.  22  And they were 

astonished at his doctrine: for he taught 

them as one that had authority, and not as 

the scribes. 

III - The Attempted Trap: 

 While He was teaching in the temple 

that morning the scribes and Pharisees 

attempt to trap Jesus with what many see is 

a staged event. 

John 8:3  And the scribes and Pharisees 

brought unto him a woman taken in 

adultery; and when they had set her in the 

midst. 

 They bring a woman who had been 

caught in adultery. This was a crime that 

was punishable by stoning to death. They 

had not been successful in taking Him the 

day previous and now sought to have 

something in which to condemn Him.  
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 John 8:4  They say unto him, Master, 

this woman was taken in adultery, in the 

very act.  5  Now Moses in the law 

commanded us, that such should be stoned: 

but what sayest thou?  6  This they said, 

tempting him, that they might have to 

accuse him. 

 They remind Jesus what Moses had 

taught in Leviticus 20:10  And the man that 

committeth adultery with another man's 

wife, even he that committeth adultery with 

his neighbour's wife, the adulterer and the 

adulteress shall surely be put to death. 

 The first problem we have is that this 

crowd conveniently forgot to bring the man. 

The last time I checked it takes two to 

commit adultery. 

 Most of the times this would have not 

been a public spectacle but the purpose was 

to pain Jesus in a corner so she was brought 

with anticipation of public action. 

IV - Jesus Response: 

 These scribes and Pharisee are playing in 

the big leagues and Jesus knew what pitch 

was coming before it was thrown, if you will 

allow a baseball analogy. 

 John 8:6b But Jesus stooped down, and 

with his finger wrote on the ground, as 

though he heard them not.  7  So when they 

continued asking him, he lifted up himself, 

and said unto them, He that is without sin 

among you, let him first cast a stone at her.  

8  And again he stooped down, and wrote 

on the ground.   

 One thing that verifies the Messiah in 

my heart is His foreknowledge and another 

is His godly wisdom. Remember what is 

said in John 2:24-25  But Jesus did not 

commit himself unto them, because he 

knew all men,  25  And needed not that any 

should testify of man: for he knew what 

was in man. 

 We live in a day today when some of the 

jokes and comments made on TV and in 

public would have made a sailor blush in 

other days past. 

 These men seemed to be not the least bit 

embarrassed at what they were accusing this 

woman of. Jesus appears to be the only one 

who showed embarrassment over the 

womanôs sins. 

 He begins to write. Many, without a 

biblical base, speculate about what He 

wrote. Some say He wrote their specific 

sins. Not that He could not have but this is 

probably not accurate. The fact is we do not 

know what He wrote.  

 They would not go away so when He 

was silent they pressed on with their plot. 

He then speaks and tells them he who is 

without sin cast the first stone. Most of the 

times the witness of the crime for which 

someone was deemed to be worthy of death 

would have to be the one who cast the first 

stone.  

V- Conviction of Sin: 

 What happened here next is remarkable 

but at the same time true. Many times 

people accuse others of the things they are 

guilty of or at least harbor in their hearts.  

 John 8:9  And they which heard it, 

being convicted by their own conscience, 

went out one by one, beginning at the 

eldest, even unto the last: and Jesus was 

left alone, and the woman standing in the 

midst.   

 There are two significance things that 

seem to jump out at us here.  First, their 

conscience convicted them of their sins. 

Second, the oldest were convicted first. This 

was probably because the longer we live the 

more sin we seem to accumulate. 

 This second stooping and writing gave 

these who were the accusers a change to 

move away. 
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 Jesus told us on other occasions such as, 

Mat 7:3-5  And why beholdest thou the 

mote that is in thy brother's eye, but 

considerest not the beam that is in thine 

own eye?  4  Or how wilt thou say to thy 

brother, Let me pull out the mote out of 

thine eye; and, behold, a beam is in thine 

own eye?  5  Thou hypocrite, first cast out 

the beam out of thine own eye; and then 

shalt thou see clearly to cast out the mote 

out of thy brother's eye.  
 These stood by and when confronted 

with their own conscience saw that they 

were guilty of sins as well. To their credit, at 

this time at least, they did the right thing. 

 Now this woman stood, without her 

accusers before Jesus. Before the one who 

knew all truth about her. Before the one who 

certainly could have thrown the first stone 

because of His holy perfection. What would 

He do or say. 

 By the way they were not the only ones 

in the temple. It was the accusers of the 

woman who had fled away. Jesus addressed 

the people again in John 8:12 immediately 

after these events. Tenny said: 

 ñThe interview may not have 

been private, but it was not 

encumbered by the presence of 

tormenting enemies. In it Jesusô 

method of judging sin can be 

contrasted with that of His foes. 

They brought the woman in as a 

captive; He questioned her as a free 

person. They regarded her as an 

accessory to their convenience; He 

respected her as a human being. 

They saw only the blackness of her 

pastðñthe very actò; He thought in 

terms of her futureðñsin no more.ò 

They were eager to stone her; He 

was ready to save her.ò (JOHN The 

Gospel of Belief p 141-42) 

VI - The Acquitter:  

 Would it not have been a frightful thing 

to stand before Christ? Or maybe I should 

ask wonôt it be a frightful thing to stand 

before Him. 

 Jesus stands and asks the woman a 

question. Notice 

 John 8:10  When Jesus had lifted up 

himself, and saw none but the woman, he 

said unto her, Woman, where are those 

thine accusers? hath no man condemned 

thee?   

 The case here was not dismissed because 

she was found not guilty but in one sense 

because all were found guilty. She was 

released because no one was left who 

accused her of anything. 

 John 8:11  She said, No man, Lord. 

And Jesus said unto her, Neither do I 

condemn thee: go, and sin no more. 

 The words Jesus told her about going 

and sinning no more if fact admit that she 

was guilty. 

 There are a lot of lessons that we can 

learn from this story. 

1- Jesus knew the intent and hearts of all 

those involved in this situation. He also 

knows our heart and motives.  

2- We need to constantly seek to know our 

own hearts before God. Notice what 1 John 

3:18-21 says My little children, let us not 

love in word, neither in tongue; but in deed 

and in truth.  19  And hereby we know that 

we are of the truth, and shall assure our 

hearts before him.  20  For if our heart 

condemn us, God is greater than our heart, 

and knoweth all things.  21  Beloved, if our 

heart condemn us not, then have we 

confidence toward God. 
 Jesus knew the hearts of those who were 

attempting to trap Him in their snare. His 

foresight and wisdom attests to and verifies 

Him as Messiah. 
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17- I Am the Light of the World   8:12-19 

 

 In our text of John we come to I Am 

number two of Jesus. The first was I am the 

bread of life and now I am the Light of the 

World. 

 Joh 8:12  Then spake Jesus again unto 

them, saying, I am the light of the world: 

he that followeth me shall not walk in 

darkness, but shall have the light of life.   

 Again in John 9:5 Jesus said "As long 

as I am in the world, l am the light of the 

world." 

 There was a prophecy in Is 9:2 that said, 

"The people that walked in darkness have 

seen a great light: they that dwell in the land 

of the shadow of death, upon them hath the 

light shined." This was fulfilled in Matt 

4:16 "The people which sat in darkness saw 

great light; and to them which sat in the 

region and shadow of death light is sprung 

up."  

 We hear a lot about light today. The out of 

body experiences are often associated with 

light and in fact a book concerning them is 

called Embraced by the Light. However light is 

not a symbol of some mystical experience but 

of our God. Apart from Him there is no light. 

 

I - Shedding Light on Light:  

In Gen 1:35 we see God created tight. 

"And God said, Let there be light: and there 

was light. And God saw the light that it was 

good: and God divided the light from the 

darkness, and God called the light Day, and 

the darkness he called Night. And the 

evening and the morning were the first 

day." 

 Light became a picture of God and His 

presence and protection. Ex 14:19-20 "And 

the angel of God, which went before the 

camp of Israel, removed and went behind 

them; and the pillar of the cloud went 

from before their face, and stood behind 

them: And it came between the camp of the 

Egyptians and the camp of Israel; and it 

was a cloud and darkness to them, but it 

gave light by night to these: so that the one 

came not near the other all the night." 

Egypt is a picture of the world that lies in 

darkness and Israel a picture of the saved. 

Notice the dividing line from light to dark is 

God. 

 We find in the book of Daniel that God is 

the one who holds the keys to the darkness of 

knowledge. Daniel has just received the 

answer to the vision of Nebuchanezzar that 

will save his life. Dan 2:20-22 "Daniel 

answered and said, Blessed be the name of 

God for ever and ever: for wisdom and 

might are his: And he changeth the 

times and the seasons: he removeth 

kings, and setteth up kings: he giveth 

wisdom unto the wise, and knowledge to 

them that know understanding: He 

revealeth the deep and secret things: he 

knoweth what is in the darkness, and the 

light dwelleth with him."  

 

II - Because He is Light of World: 

What are the implications of Jesus being the Light of 

the World? 

 

1- There is a Light to guide our paths: 

 Jer 18:15 "Because my people hath 

forgotten me, they have burned incense to 

vanity, and they have caused them to stumble 

in their ways from the ancient paths, to walk 

in paths, in a way not cast up"  The 

implication is that if we do not walk in the 

paths He illuminates we stumble and in the way 

we go. 
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2- We cannot hide our sin- nor do we 

need to: 

 Ps 139:1,11-12"  0 LORD, thou hast 

searched me, and known me lf I say, Surely 

the darkness shall cover me; even the night 

shall be light about me. Yea, the darkness 

hideth not from thee; but the night shineth as 

the day: the darkness and the light are both 

alike to thee." 

 God did not call out to Adam and Eve to find 

them but so that they could find themselves 

alienated from God by sin. God knows we are 

sinners, and all about our sin. 

 We do not need to hide our sins now 

because the sin bearer is now Jesus. We will 

discuss this further in a moment. 

 

3- There is A Call to Arms: 

 Notice the following scriptures with me if 

you would. 

Rom 13:12-14 "The night is far spent, the 

day is at hand: let us therefore cast off the 

works of darkness, and let us put on the 

armour of light. Let us walk honestly, as in 

the day; not in rioting and drunkenness, 

not in chambering and wantonness, not in 

strife and envying. But put ye on the Lord 

Jesus Christ, and make not provision for 

the flesh, to fulfil the lusts thereof. "  

 Eph 5:8 "For ye were sometimes 

darkness, but now are ye light in the Lord: 

walk as children of light" 

 1 Thes 5:5-6 "Ye are all the children of 

light, and the children of the day: we are not 

of the night, nor of darkness. Therefore let 

us not sleep, as do others; but let us watch 

and be sober. "  

 

4- There is A Call to Fellowship: 

 1 John 1:5-7 "This then is the message 

which we have heard of him, and declare 

unto you, that God is light, and in him is 

no darkness at all. If we say that we have 

fellowship with him, and walk in darkness, 

we lie, and do not the truth: But if we walk in 

the light, as he is in the light, we have 

fellowship one with another, and the blood 

of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all 

sin."  

 1 John 2:9 "He that saith he is in the 

light, and hateth his brother, is in darkness 

even until now." 

 

5- There is A Call Reflection: 

 We have long heard that the moon does 

not produce light it only reflects the light of 

the sun. Might I say that we are incapable 

of producing light within our self but are 

simply reflecting the light of Christ. 

 Matt 5:14-16 "Ye are the light of the 

world. A city that is set on an hill cannot be 

hid. 15 Neither do men light a candle, and 

put it under a bushel, but on a candlestick; 

and it giveth light unto all that are in the 

house. 16 Let your light so shine before 

men, that they may see your good works, 

and glorify your Father which is in heaven." 

 

III - Why will the world not run to the 

light? 

 Notice the reaction of the Pharisees as 

they hear Jesus claim to be the light of the 

world.  

 John 8:13  The Pharisees therefore said 

unto him, Thou bearest record of thyself; 

thy record is not true.   

 They accuse Him of being, if not 

untruthful and not trustworthy, at least not 

relevant because He is testifying of himself. 

 Jesus answers them in John 8:14  Jesus 

answered and said unto them, Though I 

bear record of myself, yet my record is true: 

for I know whence I came, and whither I 

go; but ye cannot tell whence I come, and 

whither I go.  15  Ye judge after the flesh; I 

judge no man.  16  And yet if I judge, my 
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judgment is true: for I am not alone, but I 

and the Father that sent me.  17  It is also 

written in your law, that the testimony of 

two men is true.  18  I am one that bear 

witness of myself, and the Father that sent 

me beareth witness of me.  

 Then they wanted to be shown the 

Father. John 8:19a Then said they unto 

him, Where is thy Father?  

 Jesus tells them that they would have 

known Him if they knew the Father. John 

8:19b Jesus answered, Ye neither know me, 

nor my Father: if ye had known me, ye 

should have known my Father also. 

 So this bring a great question to the 

surface. Why will the world not run to 

the light?  

 Because light brings condemnation. 

John 3:19-20 "And this is the 

condemnation, that light is come into the 

world, and men loved darkness rather than 

light, because their deeds were evil. For 

every one that doeth evil hateth the light, 

neither cometh to the light, lest his deeds 

should be reproved." 

 The deeds of the world are sinful and 

evil. Man is in denial that he is a sinner. It is 

impossible for him to see his true condition 

unless revealed to him by the Spirit of God. 1 

Cor 2:14 "But the natural man receiveth 

not the things of the Spirit of God: for they 

are foolishness unto him: neither can he 

know them, because they are spiritually 

discerned." 

 Is there hope? Yes! Yes! and a thousand 

times yes! Notice with me the word of God in 

Isaiah 60:1-3 "Arise, shine; for thy light is 

come, and the glory of the LORD is risen 

upon thee. For, behold, the darkness shall 

cover the earth, and gross darkness the 

people: but the LORD shall arise upon thee, 

and his glory shall be seen upon thee. And 

the Gentiles shall come to thy light, and 

kings to the brightness of thy rising." 

 Remember Jesus said, "I am the light of 

the world.
,
, he that followeth me shall not 

walk in darkness, but shall have the light of 

life."  

 Are you saved? Has He become the light of 

your life? Are you walking in the light in 

fellowship? Are you reflecting as you should? 
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18- The Great I Am Debate and Declaration John 8:20-59 

   

 Jesus is in the temple area and where He 

had just declared that He is the light of the 

world and that God was His Father. The 

crowd has just witnessed Jesus speaking to 

the woman taken in adultery as well. 

 We find in verse 20 that these events 

took place in the temple area of the treasury. 

Joh 8:20 These words spake Jesus in the 

treasury, as he taught in the temple: and no 

man laid hands on him; for his hour was 

not yet come.  Notice a couple of things 

about this area that was a place that Jesus 

seems to often have sat and observed and 

taught. 

 Barnes Notes tell us ñThis was in the 

court of the womené.In that court there 

were fixed a number of places or coffers, 

made with a large open mouth in the shape 

of a trumpet, for the purpose of receiving the 

offerings of the people; and the money thus 

contributed was devoted to the service of the 

temple - to incense, sacrifices, etc.ò 

 Adam Clarke's Commentary on the Bible 

says, ñthat there were thirteen chests in it; in 

the thirteenth only the women were 

permitted to put their offerings. Probably the 

other twelve were placed there in reference 

to the twelve tribes; each perhaps inscribed 

with the name of one of Jacobôs twelve 

sons.ò 

 Robertsonôs Word Pictures says, ñThis 

court was probably the most public part of 

the temple.ò 

 So Jesus, thought He knew that the 

opposition to Him and Him ministry was 

growing, sat in the most public place and 

continues to teach. 

 The text of John from John 8:20-59 is a 

conversation of back and forth between 

Jesus and this crowd that was gathered 

around Him. Occasionally there is a 

comment inserted by John but for the most 

part it is a dialogue. Within this dialogue we 

see the third of the, I AM declarations of 

Jesus. Jesus declares in John 8:58 Before 

Abraham was, I am. 

 I concede there are a lot of significant 

teaching and great truths in this section that 

we will not pursue during this study. It is not 

that they are not important but I feel the 

critical things for us are found in the last 

couple of verses. Therefore look at the 

conversation and dialogue that Jesus has 

with the Jews in the temple area of the 

treasury. I have place the speaker [i.e. Jesus, 

John, Jews] in front of the text to help us 

follow who is speaking. There is a bit of 

Johnôs comments in the speech verse but I 

chose to not break it apart to this detail.  

 

I - The Great I Am Debate and 

Declaration  John 8:21-59 

[Jesus] 21  Then said Jesus again unto 

them, I go my way, and ye shall seek me, 

and shall die in your sins: whither I go, ye 

cannot come.   

[Jews] 22  Then said the Jews, Will he kill 

himself? because he saith, Whither I go, ye 

cannot come.  

[Jesus] 23  And he said unto them, Ye are 

from beneath; I am from above: ye are of 

this world; I am not of this world.  24  I 

said therefore unto you, that ye shall die in 

your sins: for if ye believe not that I am he, 

ye shall die in your sins.   

[Jews] 25  Then said they unto him, Who 

art thou?  

[Jesus] And Jesus saith unto them, Even 

the same that I said unto you from the 

beginning.  26  I have many things to say 

and to judge of you: but he that sent me is 
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true; and I speak to the world those things 

which I have heard of him.   

[John] 27  They understood not that he 

spake to them of the Father.   

[Jesus] 28  Then said Jesus unto them, 

When ye have lifted up the Son of man, 

then shall ye know that I am he, and that I 

do nothing of myself; but as my Father 

hath taught me, I speak these things.  29  

And he that sent me is with me: the Father 

hath not left me alone; for I do always 

those things that please him.   

[John] 30  As he spake these words, many 

believed on him.   

[Jesus] 31  Then said Jesus to those Jews 

which believed on him, If ye continue in 

my word, then are ye my disciples indeed;  

32  And ye shall know the truth, and the 

truth shall make you free.   

[Jews] 33  They answered him, We be 

Abraham's seed, and were never in 

bondage to any man: how sayest thou, Ye 

shall be made free?   

[Jesus] 34  Jesus answered them, Verily, 

verily, I say unto you, Whosoever 

committeth sin is the servant of sin.  35  

And the servant abideth not in the house 

for ever: but the Son abideth ever.  36  If 

the Son therefore shall make you free, ye 

shall be free indeed.  37  I know that ye are 

Abraham's seed; but ye seek to kill me, 

because my word hath no place in you.  38  

I speak that which I have seen with my 

Father: and ye do that which ye have seen 

with your father.   

[Jews] 39  They answered and said unto 

him, Abraham is our father.  

[Jesus] Jesus saith unto them, If ye were 

Abraham's children, ye would do the works 

of Abraham.  40  But now ye seek to kill 

me, a man that hath told you the truth, 

which I have heard of God: this did not 

Abraham.  41  Ye do the deeds of your 

father.  

[Jews] Then said they to him, We be not 

born of fornication; we have one Father, 

even God.   

[Jesus] 42  Jesus said unto them, If God 

were your Father, ye would love me: for I 

proceeded forth and came from God; 

neither came I of myself, but he sent me.  

43  Why do ye not understand my speech? 

even because ye cannot hear my word.  44  

Ye are of your father the devil, and the 

lusts of your father ye will do. He was a 

murderer from the beginning, and abode 

not in the truth, because there is no truth 

in him. When he speaketh a lie, he 

speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and 

the father of it.  45  And because I tell you 

the truth, ye believe me not.  46  Which of 

you convinceth me of sin? And if I say the 

truth, why do ye not believe me?  47  He 

that is of God heareth God's words: ye 

therefore hear them not, because ye are not 

of God.   

[Jews] 48  Then answered the Jews, and 

said unto him, Say we not well that thou art 

a Samaritan, and hast a devil?  

[Jesus] 49  Jesus answered, I have not a 

devil; but I honour my Father, and ye do 

dishonour me.  50  And I seek not mine 

own glory: there is one that seeketh and 

judgeth.  51  Verily, verily, I say unto you, 

If a man keep my saying, he shall never see 

death.   

[Jews] 52  Then said the Jews unto him, 

Now we know that thou hast a devil. 

Abraham is dead, and the prophets; and 

thou sayest, If a man keep my saying, he 

shall never taste of death.  53  Art thou 

greater than our father Abraham, which is 

dead? and the prophets are dead: whom 

makest thou thyself?   
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[Jesus] 54  Jesus answered, If I honour 

myself, my honour is nothing: it is my 

Father that honoureth me; of whom ye say, 

that he is your God:  55  Yet ye have not 

known him; but I know him: and if I 

should say, I know him not, I shall be a liar 

like unto you: but I know him, and keep his 

saying.  56  Your father Abraham rejoiced 

to see my day: and he saw it, and was glad.   

[Jews] 57  Then said the Jews unto him, 

Thou art not yet fifty years old, and hast 

thou seen Abraham?   

[Jesus] 58  Jesus said unto them, Verily, 

verily, I say unto you, Before Abraham 

was, I am.   

[John] 59  Then took they up stones to cast 

at him: but Jesus hid himself, and went out 

of the temple, going through the midst of 

them, and so passed by. 

 

II - Underlined Critical Teachings: 

 As I have stated we cannot flesh out all 

the teaching of this section but I have 

underline a few critical teachings. Letôs 

notice them. 

1- Prophecy of Death: 

 28 after ye have lifted up the Son of 

man  Jesus tells them that after they have 

lifted up the Son of man which signified the 

death on the cross. 

2- Freedom in Christ: 

 As part of this dialogue, Jesus tells them 

that freedom only comes from the following 

His word and truth of the Son of God. 

 31 If ye continue in my word, then are 

ye my disciples indeed;  32  And ye shall 

know the truth, and the truth shall make 

you free. 

 Their reply was that they were the seed 

of Abraham and had never been in bondage. 

 33 We be Abraham's seed, and were 

never in bondage to any man This is 

factually inaccurate because at that very 

time they were under Roman rule and 

bondage. The crux of the whole matter was 

that they were in bondage not only to Rome 

but also to sin. Notice 34 Whosoever 

committeth sin is the servant of sin. 

 

III - Declaring His Deity: 

 Jesus declares in Joh 8:58  Jesus said 

unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, 

Before Abraham was, I am. 
 This is not the first time that Jesus used 

this very same terminology in this same 

setting.  

 Something that is lost in the format that I 

choose to use to emphasis and give more 

weight to the words of the Bible, i.e. the 

Bold and Italic of Scripture, is the words in 

the KJV that are not in the original text. The 

words in the KJV are italicized in the text of 

most Bibles are inserted by the translators 

for clarity.  I have a couple of places with 

Double Underlines that I want us to notice. 

Go back and look at John 8:24, 28. 

 Jesus no less than three times in this 

section asserts His deity with the words 

translated into English as ñI amò. 

 

IV - What Was He Really Asserting: 

 For us to understand this we must go to 

the Old Testament and find the foundation 

of the ñI am.ò 

 God is dealing with Moses to go and 

deliver the children of Israel from bondage 

in Egypt. Notice the conversation he had 

with God. Exo 3:11-15  And Moses said 

unto God, Who am I, that I should go unto 

Pharaoh, and that I should bring forth the 

children of Israel out of Egypt?  12  And he 

said, Certainly I will be with thee; and this 

shall be a token unto thee, that I have sent 

thee: When thou hast brought forth the 

people out of Egypt, ye shall serve God 

upon this mountain.  13  And Moses said 
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unto God, Behold, when I come unto the 

children of Israel, and shall say unto them, 

The God of your fathers hath sent me unto 

you; and they shall say to me, What is his 

name? what shall I say unto them?  14  

And God said unto Moses, I AM THAT I 

AM: and he said, Thus shalt thou say unto 

the children of Israel, I AM hath sent me 

unto you.  15  And God said moreover unto 

Moses, Thus shalt thou say unto the 

children of Israel, The LORD God of your 

fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of 

Isaac, and the God of Jacob, hath sent me 

unto you: this is my name for ever, and this 

is my memorial unto all generations. 

 So what does this name God uses for 

Himself mean? It is only four Hebrew 

letters, YHWH. The Hebrew language did 

not have vowels. It is translated Jehovah as 

well as Yahweh. No one is sure how to 

pronounce this name because it was so 

revered by the Jews that it was not spoken. 

 It simply means that God is, always has 

been and always will be. He is timeless and 

eternal. There has never been a time when 

He did not exist. He is the self existent One. 

It does not say I was, or will be but I AM. 

God lives in the eternal present while we are 

stuck in a moment of time. 

 Letôs look at an example of this word 

and how it is translated in the Bible so we 

can learn to recognize it in our English 

translations. Psa 135:13  Thy name, O 

LORD, endureth for ever; and thy 

memorial, O LORD, throughout all 

generations. 

 This word is found 6528 times in the Old 

Testament. It is translated LORD 6412 of 

these and LORDôS 108.  The form Jehovah 

is retained on four places (Ex 6:3. Ps 83:18, 

Is 12:2; 26:4) with four being translated 

God. 

 God was saying to Moses that he had no 

need of worry because He would deliver 

Israel by His power and might. That He was 

the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob who 

was going to deliver on His promises. 

 Jesus is saying here in John that He is 

the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob and 

that He is going to deliver on His promises. 

In fact He is the fulfillment of the promise. 

Jesus is saying He was the God of the Old 

Testament incarnate in the flesh. 

 

V- The Reaction: 

 The reaction was very quick to this 

claim. He was claiming to be the eternal and 

self sufficient God. This was blaspheming in 

their eyes.  

 Joh 8:59  Then took they up stones to 

cast at him: but Jesus hid himself, and 

went out of the temple, going through the 

midst of them, and so passed by. 

 Jesus slipped away from them as He did 

many times because His time was not yet 

come to die.  

 So what is our reaction to this claim? 

Jesus is self proclaiming this at this point. 

He is witnessing to Himself. Remember 

Hebrews 6:13  For when God made 

promise to Abraham, because he could 

swear by no greater, he sware by himself. 

Jesus is giving testimony that He is the 

Great I Am that is great enough to give His 

own verification and swear by Himself. 

 Have you believed and accepted the 

Great I Am who was wrapped in flesh and 

dwelled among us to become our Savior as 

Savior and Lord of your life?  
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19- The Healing of the Blind Man    John 9:1-41 

 

 There are times when men have so make 

up their mind that they are unable to see 

something that contradicts their 

preconceptions. By this time in the ministry 

of Jesus the Jewish leaders had already 

made up their mind that Jesus was a threat to 

them and they would not believe no matter 

how weighty the evidence would stack up 

that He was Messiah.  

 In fact they were ignoring the prophets 

that they claimed to be protection so 

feverishly. The prophet Isaiah had 

prophesied that Messiah would open the 

eyes of the blind. Notice the following. 

 Isa 42:7 To open the blind eyes, to 

bring out the prisoners from the prison, 

and them that sit in darkness out of the 

prison house. 

 Isa 29:18  And in that day shall the 

deaf hear the words of the book, and the 

eyes of the blind shall see out of obscurity, 

and out of darkness. 

 Isa 35:5  Then the eyes of the blind 

shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf 

shall be unstopped. 

 There are at least four records in the 

New Testament of Jesus opening the eyes of 

the blind. (see Matt 9:27-31; 12:22-23; 

15:30; 20:29-34; 21:14) 

 We looked a couple of lecture ago that 

Jesus had proclaimed Himself to be the light 

of the world. In this section He verifies this 

by opening the eyes of the blind. He shows 

by this that He was who He claimed to be.  

John had proclaimed also in John 1:4-5 In 

him was life; and the life was the light of 

men.  5  And the light shineth in darkness; 

and the darkness comprehended it not. The 

reaction to Him was not unexpected, but still 

inexcusable.  

 Please notice with me a couple of things 

to set our text in context. 

 First, again the Sabbath comes into the 

argument. We see this in John 9:14  And it 

was the sabbath day when Jesus made the 

clay, and opened his eyes. It was against 

Jewish interpretation of the law to make clay 

on the Sabbath.  

 Second, this was the only record of a 

man born blind receiving his sight. This type 

miracle just did not happen. John 9:32  

Since the world began was it not heard that 

any man opened the eyes of one that was 

born blind. 

 Finally, blindness is a picture of manôs 

sinful condition. 2 Co 4:4  In whom the god 

of this world hath blinded the minds of 

them which believe not, lest the light of the 

glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image 

of God, should shine unto them.  

 This is also evidenced by Jesus words in 

John 9:39  And Jesus said, For judgment I 

am come into this world, that they which 

see not might see; and that they which see 

might be made blind.  40  And some of the 

Pharisees which were with him heard these 

words, and said unto him, Are we blind 

also?  41  Jesus said unto them, If ye were 

blind, ye should have no sin: but now ye 

say, We see; therefore your sin remaineth. 

I - The Healing: 

 This is the sixth of the seven sign 

miracles recorded for us in John. 

 Joh 9:1  And as Jesus passed by, he 

saw a man which was blind from his birth.  

2  And his disciples asked him, saying, 

Master, who did sin, this man, or his 

parents, that he was born blind?  

 Jesus, in His course of life, passes a man 

who had been blind from birth. The disciples 

chose to engage in a theological debate 



 

 

 

  
www.parisfbc.com                                                                 © 2007-09 Dr. Edgar Pierce                                                www.exposingtheword.com 

 

 

 

 

PAGE 

   59 

about why he was blind. They ask whose 

fault it was, his or his parents. Joh 9:3  

Jesus answered, Neither hath this man 

sinned, nor his parents: but that the works 

of God should be made manifest in him.   

 This was an opportunity for Christ to 

show that He was God. This was a 

verification opportunity.   

 Concerning the man being blind from 

birth, Merrill Tenney in John: The Gospel of 

Belief says: 

The nature of the  cause was unusual, for 

it was the only instance recorded where 

Jesus performed a miracle on a person 

defective from birthéHad the manôs 

eyes been injured in some accident, slow 

recovery might have been unconscious, 

and realization of that recovery might 

have come at the stimulus of Jesusô 

touch. Had loss of sight been occasioned 

by hysteria, psychological factors might 

have effected a cure. On the contrary, 

the man never had possessed sight, and 

presumably his affliction was permanent 

because human skill could avail nothing. 

 Because of this intrinsic hopelessness 

the case was a favorable opportunity for 

divine work. (p 156) 

 Joh 9:4  I must work the works of him 

that sent me, while it is day: the night 

cometh, when no man can work.  5  As 

long as I am in the world, I am the light of 

the world.   

 He talked about working while it was 

day for night was coming. He again claims 

that He is the light of the world.  

 Joh 9:6  When he had thus spoken, he 

spat on the ground, and made clay of the 

spittle, and he anointed the eyes of the 

blind man with the clay,  7  And said unto 

him, Go, wash in the pool of Siloam, 

(which is by interpretation, Sent.) He went 

his way therefore, and washed, and came 

seeing. 

 There is no clear reasoning from 

scholars as to why He chose to use the clay 

and spit. He instructs him to go wash and 

when the man exercised his faith his sight 

was not restored, because he had never seen, 

but was instantly given for the first time.  

II - The Inquisition:  

 After the healing and throughout the rest 

of John 9 we have an inquisition to find out 

if the man was the same man they had seen 

over the years and what happened to the 

man. The man is interviewed by his 

neighbors, the Pharisees and talked about by 

the disciples. 

 It is really interesting to look and see 

how the man was viewed by those involved 

in this story.  We have already seen that the 

disciples saw him as a theological trigger for 

a discussion. 

 John 9:8  The neighbours therefore, 

and they which before had seen him that 

he was blind, said, Is not this he that sat 

and begged?  The neighbors, probably not 

unkind but indifferent, looked at him as a 

beggar. He was there as one more mouth to 

feed that the community had always had to 

care for with alms and offerings to him. 

 They debated if it was really the same 

man. John 9:9  Some said, This is he: 

others said, He is like him: but he said, I 

am he.  10  Therefore said they unto him, 

How were thine eyes opened?  11  He 

answered and said, A man that is called 

Jesus made clay, and anointed mine eyes, 

and said unto me, Go to the pool of Siloam, 

and wash: and I went and washed, and I 

received sight.  12  Then said they unto 

him, Where is he? He said, I know not.  

They wanted to know where Jesus was.  

 After they investigation they bring him 

to the Pharisees. John 9:13  They brought 
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to the Pharisees him that aforetime was 

blind.  14  And it was the sabbath day when 

Jesus made the clay, and opened his eyes.  

15  Then again the Pharisees also asked 

him how he had received his sight. He said 

unto them, He put clay upon mine eyes, 

and I washed, and do see.  

 The Pharisee saw the man as a potential 

tool to trap Jesus and as a witness against 

Him. They did not care a bit about the man 

and his former condition.  

 Again notice the division and debate that 

ensued about who Jesus was. The Pharisees 

could not see past their interpretation of the 

Sabbath. John 9:16  Therefore said some of 

the Pharisees, This man is not of God, 

because he keepeth not the sabbath day. 

Others said, How can a man that is a 

sinner do such miracles? And there was a 

division among them.  17  They say unto 

the blind man again, What sayest thou of 

him, that he hath opened thine eyes? He 

said, He is a prophet.   

 This did not convince the Pharisees; in 

fact they did not even believe that this man 

was the same man. If they believed he was 

the same man they would have to admit a 

miracle unlike any other before. 

 John 9:18  But the Jews did not believe 

concerning him, that he had been blind, 

and received his sight, until they called the 

parents of him that had received his sight.  

19  And they asked them, saying, Is this 

your son, who ye say was born blind? how 

then doth he now see?  20  His parents 

answered them and said, We know that this 

is our son, and that he was born blind:  21  

But by what means he now seeth, we know 

not; or who hath opened his eyes, we know 

not: he is of age; ask him: he shall speak 

for himself.  22  These words spake his 

parents, because they feared the Jews: for 

the Jews had agreed already, that if any 

man did confess that he was Christ, he 

should be put out of the synagogue.  23  

Therefore said his parents, He is of age; 

ask him.   

 The parents were afraid of being 

excommunicated and therefore doomed. 

There are many today held in the same 

bondage to religion. They are controlled by 

men for their purposes and end who stand 

between them and God and hold them in 

fear. 

 They did not get the answer they wanted 

so they call the man again. 

 John 9:24  Then again called they the 

man that was blind, and said unto him, 

Give God the praise: we know that this 

man is a sinner.   

 They were so convinced that Jesus could 

not be from God. They knew Jesus was a 

sinner. Notice the reply. John 9:25  He 

answered and said, Whether he be a sinner 

or no, I know not: one thing I know, that, 

whereas I was blind, now I see.  26  Then 

said they to him again, What did he to 

thee? how opened he thine eyes?  

 This is a classic example of witnessing 

for Christ. Tell what has happened to you. 

No one can argue with what you have 

experienced. They may argue theologically 

points all day but this man said I was blind 

and now I see. His statement was so simple 

yet so succinctly profound and true. 

 After the investigation there were some 

things that they all arrived at as fact. This 

man was born blind, that the man who 

professed healing was the man born blind, 

and that he indeed could now see. This was 

an opportunity to believe and embrace Jesus 

as Messiah and proof that He is the Light of 

the world. 

III - The Man Rebukes Unbelief: 

 This was not working out like the 

Pharisees had hoped. It was going to go 
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from bad to worse for them. The man was 

irritated that they asked the same question 

again wanting a different answer. 

 John 9:27  He answered them, I have 

told you already, and ye did not hear: 

wherefore would ye hear it again? will ye 

also be his disciples?  He asked if he told 

them again would it move them to believe 

the witness of who Jesus was. 

 John 9:28  Then they reviled him, and 

said, Thou art his disciple; but we are 

Moses' disciples. They did not take the 

rebuke very well and reviled him. This work 

means they heaped abuse upon him. They 

said they were disciples of Moses and with 

disdain accused him of being a disciple of 

this man.  

   John 9:29  We know that God spake 

unto Moses: as for this fellow, we know not 

from whence he is. They confess they did 

not know where this man named Jesus came 

from.  

 They just lost another point in the debate 

when the man replied. John 9:30  The man 

answered and said unto them, Why herein 

is a marvellous thing, that ye know not 

from whence he is, and yet he hath opened 

mine eyes.  31  Now we know that God 

heareth not sinners: but if any man be a 

worshipper of God, and doeth his will, him 

he heareth.  32  Since the world began was 

it not heard that any man opened the eyes 

of one that was born blind.  33  If this man 

were not of God, he could do nothing.  34  

They answered and said unto him, Thou 

wast altogether born in sins, and dost thou 

teach us? And they cast him out.   

 This showed their true hearts as feeling 

they were superior to this beggar and blind 

man. This shows their low view of the man. 

They were learned men and he of all people 

could not teach them about religion. We 

need to heed this verse that drips with 

warning to us all who know the Lord to 

never allow our position in Christ to make 

us feel superior to a lost man after all we are 

simply sinners saved by grace.  

IV - Searching out the Outcast: 

 The disciples saw him as a subject to be 

debated, the neighbors as a beggar, the 

Pharisees as a potential witness and then as a 

someone who must be put away from the 

temple but Jesus, dear precious Jesus, saw 

him as a man who needed spiritual sight as 

well. John 9:35  Jesus heard that they had 

cast him out; and when he had found him, 

he said unto him, Dost thou believe on the 

Son of God?  36  He answered and said, 

Who is he, Lord, that I might believe on 

him?  37  And Jesus said unto him, Thou 

hast both seen him, and it is he that talketh 

with thee.  38  And he said, Lord, I believe. 

And he worshipped him.   

 Jesus you will recall came to seek and to 

save the lost. Praise God for this fact. Now 

those of us who once were blind can see and 

those now blind can find sight.  

V- Verification in Blind Manôs Heart: 

 Notice the verses that show the progress 

of faith in the manôs heart. He was blind and 

now had physically sight. He also gained 

spiritual sight as well.  

 John 9:11 A man that is called Jesus 

made clayé 

 John 9:17  They say unto the blind man 

again, What sayest thou of him, that he 

hath opened thine eyes? He said, He is a 

prophet.   

 John 9:25  He answered and said, 

Whether he be a sinner or no, I know not: 

one thing I know, that, whereas I was 

blind, now I see. 

  John 9:38  And he said, Lord, I 

believe. And he worshipped him.  The sign 

verifies that Jesus was and is Messiah. He is 

the one who opens blind eyes.  
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20- The Parable of the Good Shepherd John 10:1-6 

 

 In John chapter ten we have a couple of 

statements that again declare that Jesus is 

the I Am. We will look at these in the next 

two lectures after this one. We have before 

us a parable that Jesus spoke. Some call this 

a metaphor, and indeed it is. Christ draws an 

analogy from which the two I AM statement 

will be flesh out of. These are I AM the 

Door and I AM the Good Shepherd. 

 In John 10:6 this story is called a 

parable.  Joh 10:6  This parable spake 

Jesus unto them: but they understood not 

what things they were which he spake unto 

them.  

 This is the only time in the KJV 

translation that the word parable is used in 

John. The original word in Greek is, 

paroimia (par-oy-mee'-ah) and is found only 

five times in the New Testament, all but one 

being in John. The other places it is 

translated proverb(s). 

 So Jesus, as He so often did, is going to 

teach about who He is with a parable. 

I - Looking for the Shepherd: 

 Before we begin let us take a look at the 

beautiful predictions concerning the coming 

Messiah and the picture given on Him in the 

image of the Shepherd. 

 Eze 34:23  And I will set up one 

shepherd over them, and he shall feed 

them, even my servant David; he shall feed 

them, and he shall be their shepherd. 

 Eze 37:24  And David my servant shall 

be king over them; and they all shall have 

one shepherd: they shall also walk in my 

judgments, and observe my statutes, and do 

them.   

 Zec 13:7  Awake, O sword, against my 

shepherd, and against the man that is my 

fellow, saith the LORD of hosts: smite the 

shepherd, and the sheep shall be scattered: 

and I will turn mine hand upon the little 

ones. 

 And it is obvious that the 23
rd

 Psalm is 

the great discourse on the Lord being our 

Shepherd. 

I I - Party Crashers Unwelcome: 

 Now this may seem like a crazy title for 

this point but in our culture there are many 

who try to crash parties to get in without an 

invitation. They are called party crashers 

and are unwelcome at the party.  Notice the 

harsh words Christ had concerning those 

who try to get into heaven any other way 

than by His sacrifice. 

 Joh 10:1  Verily, verily, I say unto you, 

He that entereth not by the door into the 

sheepfold, but climbeth up some other way, 

the same is a thief and a robber.   

 He calls them a thief and a robber. Jesus 

is connecting the Pharisees with the man 

born blind in the previous chapter because 

the Pharisees, who claimed to see, were 

really blind and were false shepherds. 

Barnes Notes says: 

 The Pharisees professed to be the 

guides or shepherds of the people. 

Jesus, in the close of the last chapter, 

had charged them with being blind, 

and of course of being unqualified to 

lead the people. He proceeds here to 

state the character of a true shepherd, 

to show what was a hireling, and to 

declare that he was the true shepherd 

and guide of his people. This is 

called Joh_10:6 a parable, and it is 

an eminently beautiful illustration of 

the office of the Messiah, drawn 

from an employment well known in 

Judea.  

 Remembering the man who was born 

blind it was obvious as we pointed out last 
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time that the religious leaders did not care 

for the manôs welfare.  

 There are two different words used here 

that if we are not careful we lose the 

meaning during translation. The first word 

thieves means a sneaky thief who obtains his 

loot by being subtle and sneaky. The word 

for robbers means one who plunders and 

obtains his loot by force and or violence.  

 Jesus could well have been talking about 

others who had come before Him and 

claimed to be the Messiah and wanted to 

bring about the kingdom of God by 

violence. Two such men are mentioned by 

Gamaliel in Act 5:36-37  For before these 

days rose up Theudas, boasting himself to 

be somebody; to whom a number of men, 

about four hundred, joined themselves: 

who was slain; and all, as many as obeyed 

him, were scattered, and brought to 

nought.  37  After this man rose up Judas 

of Galilee in the days of the taxing, and 

drew away much people after him: he also 

perished; and all, even as many as obeyed 

him, were dispersed. 

 These were men who had claimed to be 

the true shepherd but were found to not be. 

Jesus was presenting Himself in contrast to 

them.  

III - The Shepherd Enters: 

 The first five verses of John 10 depict 

what would have been a morning scene for a 

shepherd. His sheep had been in the fold or 

sheep pen for safe keeping during the night. 

The shepherds would leave them protected 

and guarded during the night inside the 

enclosed. This was a communal enclosure 

that had a guard on the door called the porter 

in verse 3. Jesus told us that anyone who 

would try to climb the walls and not go 

through the door in verse 1 was up to no 

good and did not have the sheepôs best 

interest at heart. 

 While the thief had no right to enter the 

shepherd had every right. When the 

shepherd would arrive he would be allowed 

in by the porter because he was the true 

shepherd.  Joh 10:2  But he that 

entereth in by the door is the shepherd of 

the sheep. 3  To him the porter openethé 

 As the shepherd would enter the flocks 

of the community would be comingled. How 

would he separate them? The sheep knew 

the shepherd and would follow him. John 

103b é and the sheep hear his voice: and 

he calleth his own sheep by name, and 

leadeth them out.  4  And when he putteth 

forth his own sheep, he goeth before them, 

and the sheep follow him: for they know 

his voice.   

 The other sheep would not follow him 

because they did not recognize his voice.  

 Jesus had told the Pharisees before that 

they were not of God and now uses a very 

familiar analogy to illustrate this for them.  

  The teaching here is simply, if the 

Pharisees had been of God and doing Godôs 

will as they claimed they would have 

recognized Christôs voice and understood 

his words because His voice was Godôs 

voice. 

IV - Sick Sheep: 

 Normally when a stranger enters the fold 

and tries to get a sheep to follow him the 

sheep will not. Joh 10:5  And a stranger 

will they not follow, but will flee from him: 

for they know not the voice of strangers.  

 There is one exception to this rule 

however. If the sheep is sick or injured it 

may follow.  The application to this is, if 

you will allow, the sheep who have gotten 

infected with the things of the world. They 

have heard the voice before but the things of 

the world are stopping their ears and they 

can no longer hear the shepherd.   
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21- I AM the Door  John 10:7-10 

 

 John 10:7  Then said Jesus unto them 

again, Verily, verily, I say unto you, I am 

the door of the sheep.  8  All that ever came 

before me are thieves and robbers: but the 

sheep did not hear them.  9  I am the door: 

by me if any man enter in, he shall be 

saved, and shall go in and out, and find 

pasture.  10  The thief cometh not, but for 

to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am 

come that they might have life, and that 

they might have it more abundantly.   

 In the last session we discussed a 

community sheep pen into which the 

shepherd would lead his flock at night to be 

protected by the porter of the gate. This 

session we talk about a different kind of 

sheep fold. One set up in the country side 

where the shepherd would lay across the 

door the prevent harm. The Shepherd 

literally became the door. 

 Doors are used in our society for access. 

It has been said that doors symbolize the 

difference between barbarism and 

civilization.., in a world of the savage there 

are no doors. 

 We often speak of opportunity as an 

open door and when something doesn't work 

out we refer to it as the door being closed. 

Jesus refers to Himself here as the Door. 

 

I - Background: 

 As we have stated there are two kinds of 

sheepfolds that are mentioned here in our 

text. 

 In Joh 10:2-3  But he that entereth in 

by the door is the shepherd of the sheep.  3  

To him the porter openeth; and the sheep 

hear his voice: and he calleth his own 

sheep by name, and leadeth them out.  
 This is the community sheep fold. All 

the sheep of a village would be brought 

together and placed in the fence for the 

night. The communal fold were protected by 

a strong door with the guard, here called the 

porter, holding the keys. 

 Joh 10:7  Then said Jesus unto them 

again, Verily, verily, I say unto you, I am 

the door of the sheep.  
 This was a simple structure found on the 

pastures. Hillside sheepfolds were simple 

walls with an opening but no door. At night 

the shepherd would lie down and literally 

become the door. No sheep could get out 

except over the shepherd. 

 

II - I AM the Door : 

 With this background Jesus says that He 

is the door. What does this say to us about 

Him and our relationship to Him? 

 

 1- A Door Allows Access- Joh 10:9  I 

am the door: by me if any man enter in, he 

shall be saved, and shall go in and out, and 

find pasture. 

 Someone has said that this door is not a 

prison door but a door to freedom.  

 Eph 2:18-19  For through him we both 

have access by one Spirit unto the Father.  

19  Now therefore ye are no more strangers 

and foreigners, but fellowcitizens with the 

saints, and of the household of God;   

 We have access to God and to the very 

throne room of the Father by the Door. 

 

 2- The Doors Means Safety and Peace. 

Joh 10:10  The thief cometh not, but for to 

steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come 

that they might have life, and that they 

might have it more abundantly. Our doors 

are on our homes to protect and provide 

security from intrusion. 
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 In Rev 21:25; 27 we see that in the 

future there will be doors but they are not 

shut. Rev 21:25  And the gates of it shall 

not be shut at all by day: for there shall be 

no night there. The reason is found in Rev 

21:27  And there shall in no wise enter into 

it any thing that defileth, neither 

whatsoever worketh abomination, or 

maketh a lie: but they which are written in 

the Lamb's book of life. 

 What will bring this peace and safety? 

What can give us peace and safety today? 

Jesus told us that He came that we might 

have life more abundantly. John 10:10b. 

Satan would steal and kill. Notice the 

contrast between access through Christ and 

all of the others.  

 He came that we might go in and out and 

have access. All others steal, kill, and 

destroy. There is only hope is Christ. All 

others who claim they have the way Jesus 

compared to robbers and thieves. 

 William Barclay said: 

 Jesus was referring to these 

adventures who were continually 

arising in Palestine and promising 

that if people would follow them, 

they would bring in the golden age. 

All these claimants were 

revolutionaries and insurrectionists. 

They believed that me would have to 

wade through blood to the golden 

age. At this very time Josephus 

speaks of there being then thousand 

disorders in Judea; tumults caused by 

men of war. (William Barclay, The 

Daily Study Bible, The Gospel of 

John, p.68) 

 A bank robber steals money, burglars 

steal our jewels, but anyone who teaches any 

other way than Jesus for salvation steal the 

souls of man. Prov 16:25 "There is a way 

that seemeth right unto a man, but the end 

thereof are the ways of death. " 

 How can we enter the fold of God? We 

cannot enter through baptism, water cannot 

save. We cannot enter through church 

membership; this is the wrong role to have 

our name on for salvation if it is the only 

role. We cannot enter through good works. 

We cannot enter by buying our way in, 

heaven is not for sale. Man cannot get into 

the fold of God any way but through the 

door. Now who is the Door? Christ. 

 May I say the door is crimson red? Any 

attempt to enter heaven any other way is to 

trample the blood of Christ. 

 

III - What If The Door Was Shut? 

 For this we need to go to the story of 

Noah and the flood. The flood was the 

judgment of God on sin. God told Noah to 

build an ark. This ark was a type of Christ 

and was for safety from the judgment. The 

way into the ark was, you guessed it, a 
door. 

 Gen 6:16-17 "A window shalt thou 

make to the ark, and in a cubit shalt thou 

finish it above; and the door of the ark 

shaft thou set in the side thereof; with 

lower, second, and third stories shaft thou 

make it. And, behold, 1, even l, do bring a 

flood of waters upon the earth, to destroy 

all flesh, wherein is the breath of life, from 

under heaven; and every thing that is in 

the earth shall die." 

God preserved Noah and his family in the 

ark. The Lord shut the door to all outside. 

 Gen 7:15-17 "And they went in unto 

Noah into the ark, two and two of all flesh, 

wherein is the breath of life. And they that 

went in, went in male and female of all 

flesh, as God had commanded him: and the 

LORD shut him in. And the flood was forty 

days upon the earth; and the waters... " 
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 Gen 7:21-23 "And all flesh died that 

moved upon the earth, both of fowl, and of 

cattle, and of beast, and of every creeping 

thing that creepeth upon the earth, and 

every man: All in whose nostrils was the 

breath of life, of all that was in the dry 

land, died. And every living substance was 

destroyed which was upon the face of the 

ground, both man, and cattle, and the 

creeping things, and the fowl of the 

heaven; and they were destroyed from the 

earth: and Noah only remained alive, and 

they that were with him in the ark." 

 

IV - How does this apply to us. 

 Notice 2 Peter 2:4-5 " For if  God 

spared not the angels that sinned, but cast 

them down to hell, and delivered them into 

chains of darkness, to be reserved unto 

judgment; And spared not the old world, 

but saved Noah the eighth person, a 

preacher of righteousness, bringing in the 

flood upon the world of the ungodly..." 

 Peter goes on to say that judgment will 

come. What if God shut the door today on 

you? 

 

V- Open Door: 

 Rev 3:8 " I know thy works: behold, I 

have set before thee an open door, and no 

man can shut it..." Christ says to the church 

of Philadelphia that they have an open door 

to spread the Gospel. May I say we have an 

open door set before us as well? Look at this 

little story to open the window of our heart. 

The alarm bell rang one day in 

school and Angelo recognized it as a 

fire alarm. his desk was next to the 

door so he hurried out into the yard. 

The next day the principals sent for 

him and ask, "You were near the big 

door yesterday, why did you not hold 

it open for others to get out?" He 

gulped, and explained that Tom was 

the door monitor. The principal said, 

"You knew the door needed to be 

held open and you did not, the next 

time serve where you are." 

 My friends, Christ is the door but we 

need to hold it open for the world to get in 

through and out of the world. Are you 

holding the door open? 

 

VI - Our Hope! 

 Christ gives us access into the throne 

room of God now and a hope of heaven. 

Catherine Marshall tells this story in A Man 

Called Peter. 

 The scene was etched forever on my 

mind- Peter lying on the stretcher where the 

two orderlies had put him down for a 

moment, while the ambulance waited just 

outside the front door. Peter looked up at me 

and smiled through the pain, his eyes full 

of tenderness, and I leaned close to him and 

said, "Darling, I'll see you in the morning." 

As I stood looking out toward that far 

horizon, I knew that those words would go 

singing in my heart down all the years..."See 

you, Darling, see you in the morning." 

 Or as the hymn writer wrote: 

 Our hope is built on nothing less that 

Jesus, blood and righteousness. 

 I dare not trust the sweetest frame, but 

wholly lead on Jesus name. 

 The way of the cross leads home! 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

  
www.parisfbc.com                                                                 © 2007-09 Dr. Edgar Pierce                                                www.exposingtheword.com 

 

 

 

 

PAGE 

   67 

22- I AM the Good Shepherd  John 10:11-21 

 

 Joh 10:11  I am the good shepherd: the 

good shepherd giveth his life for the sheep.  

12  But he that is an hireling, and not the 

shepherd, whose own the sheep are not, 

seeth the wolf coming, and leaveth the 

sheep, and fleeth: and the wolf catcheth 

them, and scattereth the sheep.  13  The 

hireling fleeth, because he is an hireling, 

and careth not for the sheep.  14  I am the 

good shepherd, and know my sheep, and 

am known of mine.  15  As the Father 

knoweth me, even so know I the Father: 

and I lay down my life for the sheep.  16  

And other sheep I have, which are not of 

this fold: them also I must bring, and they 

shall hear my voice; and there shall be one 

fold, and one shepherd.  17  Therefore doth 

my Father love me, because I lay down my 

life, that I might take it again.  18  No man 

taketh it from me, but I lay it down of 

myself. I have power to lay it down, and I 

have power to take it again. This 

commandment have I received of my 

Father.  19  There was a division therefore 

again among the Jews for these sayings.  

20  And many of them said, He hath a 

devil, and is mad; why hear ye him?  21  

Others said, These are not the words of him 

that hath a devil. Can a devil open the eyes 

of the blind?   

  

I - The Good Shepherd Illustration: 

 In John chapter ten eighteen timeôs 

statements are made in reference to the 

Shepherd. The Jewish hearers would have 

immediately understood the story of the 

sheep and the sheepfold. Jesus has just told 

them He is the door of the sheep fold. Now 

He tells them that He is the Good Shepherd. 

Gen 49:24; Ps 23, Ezek 34 gave the Old 

Testament Jews the background of 

understanding for this from a biblical 

standpoint. Out of daily life Jesus reaches up 

and plucks a lesson out of life. Jesus said He 

was, and is, "the Good Shepherd."  

 The prophets were compared to 

shepherd. We could focus on the Hirelings, 

which are different from those who are 

trying to sneak in 10:1. Many understand 

that He was speaking in reference to the 

Pharisees & Scribes. Ezek 34 contains some 

strong rebukes to the spiritual leaders in 

Ezekiel day. If we did this we would be 

focused on the negative. I do not wish to do 

this. Letôs look at the things that make Him 

the Good Shepherd. Remember Ps 23:1 says 

The LORD is my shepherd; / shall not 

want. 

 

II - Good Shepherd Knows His Sheep:  

John 10:14 "I know my sheep" 

 The Psalmist said, "The Lord is my 

Shepherd" Ps 23:1was written with a 

shepherd heart both toward God and as a 

shepherd toward his sheep by David. 

 The other implication about knowing 

here is not only does the Shepherd knows 

the sheep the sheep know the shepherd.  

 Years ago the boys and I were on a 

mission project to a Kentucky Baptist 

college called Clear Creek. Clear Creek was 

about a two hour drive from home then. 

 Joyce was not with us but came up for 

the afternoon. Daniel came running out of 

the building when she pulled us. He said he 

knew it was her because of the sound of the 

car.  

 A baby will turn to look at his or her 

mother or father or someone who gives them 

care by the sound of their voice.  

 The Shepherd also knows our innermost 

thoughts. The world don't feel comfortable 
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with such knowledge. Matt 10:30 "But the 

very hairs of your head are all numbered." 

 Luke 12:7 "But even the very hairs of 

your head are all numbered. Fear not 

therefore: ye are of more value than many 

sparrows. " 

 In a world that is becoming so 

impersonal and so in which many time we 

are assigned a number, it to good to be 

known by the name your mammy and daddy 

named you. Thank God, in heavens we are 

known by our name. 

 John 10: 27 "My Sheep hear my voice 

and I know them, and they follow me..." 

Jesus said in John 10:5 "...a stranger they 

will not follow."   As I have previously 

pointed out, I understand that the only time a 

sheep will follow another shepherd is if it is 

sick. Countless stories are told of sheep of 

several heard being mingled at watering 

holes but when a shepherd calls only his 

sheep will follow. How can this be so? The 

sheep from the time they are small are with 

the shepherd. The shepherd from the time 

they are small are with the sheep. Remember 

David was the youngest but he was the 

shepherd. 

 I have already related the story told 

about a shepherd that broke the leg of one of 

his sheep. When they asked him why he 

said, the sheep will not listen to my voice so 

I broke its leg. After I nurse it back to health 

by giving it water and food for many days it 

will always hear my voice and know me. 

Perhaps God needs to break a few legs. 

 

III - Good Shepherd Protects Sheep: 

 All the way through this story protection 

is implied. Sheep are defenseless animals. 

Most of the land used to raise sheep was 

close to the wilderness where wolves, lions 

and other predatory animals lived. He said 

that the hireling would run away rather than 

fight and risk harm or death. The true 

shepherd protected the sheep even at his 

own risk. 

 The Psalmist says, "Yea, though I walk 

through the valley of the shadow of death, I 

will fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy 

rod and thy staff they comfort me." Ps 23:4 
 The shepherd's equipment was very 

simple. It usually consisted of a scrip, sling, 

rod and staff.  The scrip was a small bag of 

animal skin in which he would carry bread, 

dried fruit, olives and cheese. The sling is 

very familiar to us because of the story of 

David and Goliath. The sling was a weapon. 

The shepherds were very accurate with these 

slings. They not only used them as a weapon 

but would throw stones in front of a 

wandering sheep to warn him to turn back. 

The rod was like the shepherds cane with 

the crook on the end. He would used it to 

pull a sheep from distress or to pull one back 

who was wandering away. The staff was a 

wooden club with nails on the end of it. A 

piece of leather hung it from the shepherds 

belt. 

 The shepherd was equipped to defend 

and protect the sheep. Remember what 

David said to Saul as he was getting ready to 

face Goliath. 

 1 Samuel 17:34-36 And David said 

unto Saul, Thy servant kept his father's 

sheep, and there came a lion, and a bear, 

and took a lamb out of the flock:  35  And I 

went out after him, and smote him, and 

delivered it out of his mouth: and when he 

arose against me, I caught him by his 

beard, and smote him, and slew him.  36  

Thy servant slew both the lion and the 

bear: and this uncircumcised Philistine 

shall be as one of them, seeing he hath 

defied the armies of the living God. 
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IV - Good Shepherd Gives His Life for 

Sheep 

 Joh 10:11  I am the good shepherd: the 

good shepherd giveth his life for the sheep.  

 Joh 10:15  As the Father knoweth me, 

even so know I the Father: and I lay down 

my life for the sheep. 

 Notice He lays it down, it was  freely 

given for the sheep. John 15:13 "Greater 

love hath no man than this, that a man lay 

down his life for his friends."  

 The hirelings remember ran away but the 

true shepherd protected the sheep. This is 

such a picture of Christ. Christ said, 

"Therefore my Father loves me because I 

lay down my life." 

 Php 2:6-11  Who, being in the form of 

God, thought it not robbery to be equal 

with God:  7  But made himself of no 

reputation, and took upon him the form of 

a servant, and was made in the likeness of 

men:  8  And being found in fashion as a 

man, he humbled himself, and became 

obedient unto death, even the death of the 

cross.  9  Wherefore God also hath highly 

exalted him, and given him a name which 

is above every name:  10  That at the name 

of Jesus every knee should bow, of things 

in heaven, and things in earth, and things 

under the earth;  11  And that every tongue 

should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to 

the glory of God the Father. 

 He had, as you will notice, power to lay 

it down and power to take it up again. 

 

V- Good Shepherd Cares for His Sheep 

 Lets return to Ps 23:2ff "He maketh me 

to lie down in green pastures: he leadeth 

me beside the still waters. He restoreth my 

soul: he leadeth me in the paths of 

righteousness for his name's sake... Thou 

preparest a table before me in the presence 

of mine enemies: thou anointest my head 

with oil; my cup runneth over. Surely 

goodness and mercy shall follow me all the 

days of my life:" 

 Without God life is dry and meaningless. 

God leads us into refreshment of soul. We 

must seek to know and hear His voice. 

 

VI - A Couple of Questions: 

 Joh 10:16  And other sheep I have, 

which are not of this fold: them also I must 

bring, and they shall hear my voice; and 

there shall be one fold, and one shepherd. 

 

 1-  What about the other sheep? Is this 

the Mormons? Not at all. Remember He is 

speaking to the Jews. The other sheep here 

is the Gentiles. 

 Eph 2:11-13  Wherefore remember, 

that ye being in time past Gentiles in the 

flesh, who are called Uncircumcision by 

that which is called the Circumcision in the 

flesh made by hands;  12  That at that time 

ye were without Christ, being aliens from 

the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers 

from the covenants of promise, having no 

hope, and without God in the world:  13  

But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes 

were far off are made nigh by the blood of 

Christ. 

 Eph 3:3-6  How that by revelation he 

made known unto me the mystery; (as I 

wrote afore in few words,  4  Whereby, 

when ye read, ye may understand my 

knowledge in the mystery of Christ)  5  

Which in other ages was not made known 

unto the sons of men, as it is now revealed 

unto his holy apostles and prophets by the 

Spirit;  6  That the Gentiles should be 

fellowheirs, and of the same body, and 

partakers of his promise in Christ by the 

gospel:  
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 2- Why the Controversy? Joh 10:19-

21  There was a division therefore again 

among the Jews for these sayings.  20  And 

many of them said, He hath a devil, and is 

mad; why hear ye him?  21  Others said, 

These are not the words of him that hath a 

devil. Can a devil open the eyes of the 

blind? 

 Joh 10:30-33  I and my Father are one.  

31  Then the Jews took up stones again to 

stone him.  32  Jesus answered them, Many 

good works have I shewed you from my 

Father; for which of those works do ye 

stone me?  33  The Jews answered him, 

saying, For a good work we stone thee not; 

but for blasphemy; and because that thou, 

being a man, makest thyself God. 

 The Pharisees understood that they were 

the hirelings who were not interested in 

anything but their own well being. Jesus has 

revealed them for who they were. He also 

was claiming to be God and that He and 

God were one. Jesus by the actions of the 

Good Shepherd certainly was and is verified 

for us. Joh 10:33  The Jews answered him, 

saying, For a good work we stone thee not; 

but for blasphemy; and because that thou, 

being a man, makest thyself God. 

 

 

VII - The Chief Shepherd Shall Appear: 

 Notice with me now Joh 10:28-30  And 

I give unto them eternal life; and they shall 

never perish, neither shall any man pluck 

them out of my hand.  29  My Father, 

which gave them me, is greater than all; 

and no man is able to pluck them out of my 

Father's hand.  30  I and my Father are 

one. 

  Jesus said He gave His sheep eternal life 

and security of their souls. We will revisit 

this in our next session but allow me to give 

a few parting words for the Scriptures. 

 The psalmist said, "and I will dwell in 

the house of the LORD for ever." 23:6 

 Heb 13:20 "Now the God of peace, that 

brought again from the dead our Lord 

Jesus, that great shepherd of the sheep, 

through the blood of the everlasting 

covenant," 

 1 Pet 5:4 "And when the chief 

Shepherd shall appear, ye shall receive a 

crown of glory that fadeth not away." 

 1 Pet 2:25 "For ye were as sheep going 

astray; but are now returned unto the 

Shepherd and Bishop of your souls." 
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23- The Security of the Sheep    John 10:22-42 

 

 As we concluded the last session we 

introduced the session in parting. Christ 

spoke the parable of the good shepherd to 

the Jews and then asserted Himself to be 

God with the, I AM the Door and I AM the 

Good Shepherd claims. We know from our 

advantage of viewing Christ from a period 

of 2000 years that these claims have been 

verified time and time again. 

I - Setting: 

 Notice that the scene has changed with 

the passage of time being indicated by John 

in Joh 10:22  And it was at Jerusalem the 

feast of the dedication, and it was winter.   

 The Jews have many feast days and 

holidays that are celebrated throughout the 

year. This one has itôs origins during what 

we call the inter-testament period, or the 400 

years between Malachi and Matthew. 

 Albert Barnes in Barnes Notes gives an 

excellent explanation of this feast for us: 

Literally, the feast of the renewing, 

or of the renovation. This feast was 

instituted by Judas Maccabaeus, in 

the year 164 b.c. The temple and city 

were taken by Antiochus Epiphanes 

in the year 167 b.c. He killed 40,000 

inhabitants, and sold 40,000 more as 

slaves. In addition to this, he 

sacrificed a sow on the altar of 

burnt-offerings, and a broth being 

made of this, he sprinkled it all over 

the temple. The city and temple were 

recovered three years afterward by 

Judas Maccabaeus, and the temple 

was purified with great pomp and 

solemnity. The ceremony of 

purification continued through eight 

days, during which Judas presented 

magnificent victims, and celebrated 

the praise of God with hymns and 

psalms (Josephus, Ant., b. xii. ch. 

11). ñThey decked, also, the 

forefront of the temple with crowns 

of gold and with shields, and the 

gates and chambers they renewed 

and hanged doors upon them:ò 1 

Macc. 4:52-59. On this account it 

was called the feast of renovation or 

dedication. Josephus calls it the feast 

of lights, because the city was 

illuminated, as expressive of joy. The 

feast began on the 25th day of 

Chisleu, answering to the fifteenth 

day of December. The festival 

continued for eight days, with 

continued demonstrations of joy. 

 The comment given to us by John also 

indicated that it was winter and the weather 

was less than desirable to be out and about. 

This was the reason Jesus, according to Joh 

10:23  éwalked in the temple in Solomon's 

porch.   

II - Tell Us Plainly: 

 The old tired theme is returned to by the 

Jews. Tells us if you are Messiah, declare 

who you are plainly.   John 10:24  Then 

came the Jews round about him, and said 

unto him, How long dost thou make us to 

doubt? If thou be the Christ, tell us plainly.  

25  Jesus answered them, I told you, and ye 

believed not: the works that I do in my 

Father's name, they bear witness of me.  26  

But ye believe not, because ye are not of my 

sheep, as I said unto you.  27  My sheep 

hear my voice, and I know them, and they 

follow me:   

 He declares that He has told them and 

done many works among them that should 

have told them but they are not listening nor 

seeing. Jesus again returns to the sheep and 

shepherd theme. 
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III - Benefit of Being His Sheep: 

 We know that in this life there are many 

benefits in being a child of God through 

Christ. However, the grander benefit comes 

at the end of life. 

 One thing He gives His sheep is life, 

eternal life. John 10:28  And I give unto 

them eternal lifeé 

 Listen to how Jesus described what this 

means in Joh 5:24  Verily, verily, I say unto 

you, He that heareth my word, and 

believeth on him that sent me, hath 

everlasting life, and shall not come into 

condemnation; but is passed from death 

unto life. One thing having eternal life 

means is there is no condemnation and the 

second is we have moved from death, 

eternal death in hell, endless death in which 

the soul never dies but still dies forever, into 

life; life eternal, endless life,  perfect life. 

IV - How Secure Are the Sheep? 

 How secure are the sheep in the hand of 

the Shepherd? Iôm glad you asked. Notice 

what Jesus said. John 10:28bé and they 

shall never perish, neither shall any man 

pluck them out of my hand.  29  My 

Father, which gave them me, is greater 

than all; and no man is able to pluck them 

out of my Father's hand.  30  I and my 

Father are one.   

 In order for a sheep held in the hand of 

the Shepherd to be lost not only would 

someone or something need to be stronger 

than Christ but also stronger than Christ and 

God the Father combined.  

 Please notice the strongest of all 

statements that told the Jews and us Jesus 

relationship with God the Father. They are 

ONE.  

 John said in his epistle later on in 1Jn 

5:13  These things have I written unto you 

that believe on the name of the Son of God; 

that ye may know that ye have eternal life, 

and that ye may believe on the name of the 

Son of God. 

 Let us flesh out for a few moments the 

security of the believers. We Baptist often 

call this eternal security. So how can we say 

that we are eternally secure as it pertains to 

our salvation? 

 1- Our salvation is based on what 

Christ did.  Notice the following that will 

show us that we have already died, been 

buried and raised again in Christ. Rom 6:3-7  

Know ye not, that so many of us as were 

baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized 

into his death?  4  Therefore we are buried 

with him by baptism into death: that like as 

Christ was raised up from the dead by the 

glory of the Father, even so we also should 

walk in newness of life.  5  For if we have 

been planted together in the likeness of his 

death, we shall be also in the likeness of his 

resurrection:  6  Knowing this, that our old 

man is crucified with him, that the body of 

sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we 

should not serve sin.  7  For he that is dead 

is freed from sin. 

 We know that God has accepted the 

sacrifice for our sins and for Him to demand 

another sacrifice would violate His law of 

double jeopardy. Praise God for the truth of 

Isa 53:5  But he was wounded for our 

transgressions, he was bruised for our 

iniquities: the chastisement of our peace 

was upon him; and with his stripes we are 

healed. 

 2- Christ is the one who defends us 

and also is the judge. He cannot condemn 

and defend based on Rom 8:31  What shall 

we then say to these things? If God be for 

us, who can be against us? This shows He 

is our defender. Rom 5:8  But God 

commendeth his love toward us, in that, 

while we were yet sinners, Christ died for 

us. 
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 3- Sealed by the Holy Spirit. There are 

many arguments that we can bring forth out 

of the Scriptures that support eternal security 

but perhaps one of the strongest is the 

sealing of believers by the Holy Spirit. 

 The Holy Spirit is the one who 

regenerates believers (see John 3:3-7). He 

also baptizes us into the body of Christ (see 

Rom 6:3 above). He indwells us based on 

Joh 7:37-3. But He also signs seals and 

delivers us. Eph 4:30  And grieve not the 

holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed 

unto the day of redemption. 

 So fellow sheep rest secure in the hands 

of the Shepherd and the Father. Paul 

declared it this way in 2 Timothy 1:12  For 

the which cause I also suffer these things: 

nevertheless I am not ashamed: for I know 

whom I have believed, and am persuaded 

that he is able to keep that which I have 

committed unto him against that day. 

 V- Picking Up Stonesé.again: 

 Some may claim that Jesus was not God; 

some may even claim that He never claimed 

to be God but they will have to discard or 

flat out deny this statement. Some claim that 

the Jews never understood that He claimed 

to be God. I only ask after the assertion we 

just read and now as we notice the Jews 

reaction can a reasonable person say that. I 

think not.   

 John 10:31  Then the Jews took up 

stones again to stone him.  32  Jesus 

answered them, Many good works have I 

shewed you from my Father; for which of 

those works do ye stone me?  33  The Jews 

answered him, saying, For a good work we 

stone thee not; but for blasphemy; and 

because that thou, being a man, makest 

thyself God.   

 They picked up their stones 

againélooks like as many times as they had 

picked them up they would have just carried 

a supply in their pocket because they were 

not going to believe.  

VI - Reasoning From Scripture: 

 The Jews claimed strict adherence to the 

Old Testament, remember the New 

Testament had not been written at this time. 

Jesus next uses the Old Testament to make 

His point again. 

 John 10:34  Jesus answered them, Is it 

not written in your law, I said, Ye are gods?  

35  If he called them gods, unto whom the 

word of God came, and the scripture 

cannot be broken;  36  Say ye of him, 

whom the Father hath sanctified, and sent 

into the world, Thou blasphemest; because 

I said, I am the Son of God?  37  If I do not 

the works of my Father, believe me not.  38  

But if I do, though ye believe not me, 

believe the works: that ye may know, and 

believe, that the Father is in me, and I in 

him.  

 He again states that His works should 

verify to them the fact He was who He 

claim.  

 Jesus again separated Himself from them 

after this engagement and retreated.  

 John 10:39  Therefore they sought 

again to take him: but he escaped out of 

their hand,  40  And went away again 

beyond Jordan into the place where John 

at first baptized; and there he abode.  41  

And many resorted unto him, and said, 

John did no miracle: but all things that 

John spake of this man were true.  42  And 

many believed on him there. 
 I do not in any way wish for us to get the 

wrong idea and understanding that no one 

became a follower of Christ. As a matter of 

fact the early church was prominently 

Jewish. Messiah was verified into the hearts 

of many who hear the voice of the Shepherd. 
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24- Raising of Lazarus    John 11:1-44

 

 Until this point in our journey of 

Verifying the Messiah in John we have seen 

6 of the recorded 7 sign miracles. Jesus 

preformed many miracles not recorded for 

us in John but these seven were recorded 

that we might believe that He was the 

Messiah. Or, as I have entitled it for this 

series, that He would be verified as Messiah.  

 This portion of Scriptures before us in 

this session has been said to be the most 

stupendous of the miracles. It certainly is the 

capstone of the signs that verify Christ.  

I - The Request: 

 Joh 11:1  Now a certain man was sick, 

named Lazarus, of Bethany, the town of 

Mary and her sister Martha.  2  (It was that 

Mary which anointed the Lord with 

ointment, and wiped his feet with her hair, 

whose brother Lazarus was sick.)  3  

Therefore his sisters sent unto him, saying, 

Lord, behold, he whom thou lovest is sick.   

 John carefully identifies who this man 

was by the family connections and the 

events that were well know of the anointing 

of Jesus feet. The anointing is recorded in  

 John 11:4  When Jesus heard that, he 

said, This sickness is not unto death, but 

for the glory of God, that the Son of God 

might be glorified thereby.  5  Now Jesus 

loved Martha, and her sister, and Lazarus.  

6  When he had heard therefore that he 

was sick, he abode two days still in the 

same place where he was.   

 This is often thought of as the place that 

Jesus could come and go as a close friend 

and find shelter and food. These were His 

close friends and confidants. They send a 

message to Him telling Him Lazarus is sick. 

They never ask Him to come but we often 

think they did. They wanted Him to know. 

Perhaps there was the inference that He 

should come but it is not implicitly stated. 

Jesus delays two days before He starts for 

Jerusalem.   

II - The Purpose: 

 John has already told us that the purpose 

of this death was that it would bring glory to 

God the Father and the Son in verse 4 above. 

 John 11:7  Then after that saith he to 

his disciples, Let us go into Judaea again.  

8  His disciples say unto him, Master, the 

Jews of late sought to stone thee; and goest 

thou thither again?  

 The disciples understood that Jesus 

would be putting His life on the line if He 

went to Jerusalem.  

 John 11:11  é he saith unto them, Our 

friend Lazarus sleepeth; but I go, that I 

may awake him out of sleep.  12  Then said 

his disciples, Lord, if he sleep, he shall do 

well.  13  Howbeit Jesus spake of his death: 

but they thought that he had spoken of 

taking of rest in sleep.  

 They thought that Jesus was only talking 

about physical sleep.  

 John 11:14  Then said Jesus unto them 

plainly, Lazarus is dead.  15  And I am glad 

for your sakes that I was not there, to the 

intent ye may believe; nevertheless let us go 

unto him.   

 Jesus tell them the purpose of His delay 

as well as the purpose of the death of 

Lazarus.  

 Merrill Tenney says in John: The Gospel 

of Belief the following about the delay: 

The delay of Jesus in replying to the 

urgent pleas of the sisters is difficult 

to explain on any ground other than 

that of His complete mastery of 

death. Had he been only human, He 

would have hurried to the bedside of 

Lazarus to give What He could of 
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aid and comfort. Knowing, however, 

that He was the resurrection and the 

life, it was must as easy to raise the 

dead as to cure the sick, and far more 

necessary to His purpose which was 

the creation of a fixed faith in the 

souls of the sisters and of His own 

disciples.ò  (p 172)  

 John 11:16  Then said Thomas, which 

is called Didymus, unto his fellowdisciples, 

Let us also go, that we may die with him. 

 The very fact that Jesus would go back 

to Jerusalem when His life had been in 

danger the last time He was there shows His 

love and concern for Lazarus. The fact His 

life was in jeopardy is well voiced by 

Thomas who said that we may die with him. 

III - The Visit: 

 When Jesus arrives Lazarus is dead and 

has been for some four days. This leads me 

to believe that Lazarus was dead when Jesus 

got the message to come.  

 John 11:17  Then when Jesus came, he 

found that he had lain in the grave four 

days already.   

 Martha goes to greet Jesus and Mary 

stays at home.  John 11:20  Then Martha, 

as soon as she heard that Jesus was 

coming, went and met him: but Mary sat 

still in the house.  21  Then said Martha 

unto Jesus, Lord, if thou hadst been here, 

my brother had not died.  22  But I know, 

that even now, whatsoever thou wilt ask of 

God, God will give it thee.   

 Martha states her belief that Jesus could 

have healed Lazarus. This was faith that was 

born of seeing the miracles of Jesus. Jesus 

enters into a dialogue with her about the 

resurrection. We will spend an entire session 

on the great reply He gives to her in our next 

session. 

 John 11:23  Jesus saith unto her, Thy 

brother shall rise again.  24  Martha saith 

unto him, I know that he shall rise again in 

the resurrection at the last day. She 

expresses faith in the resurrection. 

 John 11:25  Jesus said unto her, I am 

the resurrection, and the life: he that 

believeth in me, though he were dead, yet 

shall he live:  26  And whosoever liveth and 

believeth in me shall never die. Believest 

thou this?  27  She saith unto him, Yea, 

Lord: I believe that thou art the Christ, the 

Son of God, which should come into the 

world.  

 The fact that He was Messiah had 

resonated in her heart. She states her faith. 

 Jesus had not yet entered the town but 

stayed in the place where Martha had met 

Him. John 11: 28  And when she had so 

said, she went her way, and called Mary 

her sister secretly, saying, The Master is 

come, and calleth for thee.  29  As soon as 

she heard that, she arose quickly, and came 

unto him.  30  Now Jesus was not yet come 

into the town, but was in that place where 

Martha met him.  31  The Jews then which 

were with her in the house, and comforted 

her, when they saw Mary, that she rose up 

hastily and went out, followed her, saying, 

She goeth unto the grave to weep there.   

 The Jews thought that she was going to 

the tomb of Lazarus to grieve. 

 John 11:32  Then when Mary was 

come where Jesus was, and saw him, she 

fell down at his feet, saying unto him, Lord, 

if thou hadst been here, my brother had not 

died.  33  When Jesus therefore saw her 

weeping, and the Jews also weeping which 

came with her, he groaned in the spirit, 

and was troubled,  34  And said, Where 

have ye laid him? They said unto him, 

Lord, come and see.   

 The reaction of Mary was much like 

Marthaôs. Jesus was touched in His heart by 




